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Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
   We are marked by God and sent by the Holy Spirit. The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord has 
its roots in the early centuries of the Church. Originally, the celebration of baptism was includ-
ed within the Feast of the Epiphany, which commemorated several moments when Jesus was 
revealed to the world: the visit of the Magi, His baptism in the Jordan, and the miracle at Cana. 
By the fourth century, the Church in the West began to give greater emphasis to the baptism of 
Jesus as a district event, and eventually it developed into its own feast, celebrated at the con-
clusion of the Christmas season. This feast serves as a bridge, moving us from Christôs hidden 
life to the beginning of His public ministry.  
   In the Gospel, Jesus comes to the Jordan to be baptized by John, not because He needed re-
pentance, but to fully enter into our human experience. In that sacred moment, the heavens 
open, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove, and the voice of the Father proclaims Jesus as His 
beloved Son. This powerful scene reveals the Trinity and affirms Jesusô mission to bring salva-
tion to the world.  
   The Baptism of the Lord also invites us to reflect on our own baptism. Through baptism, we 
are cleansed of sin and welcomed into the community of believers. We become members of 
the Body of Christ, united with one another in faith and entrusted with the responsibility of liv-
ing as disciples. Baptism is not simply a personal milestone; it is a communal sacrament that 
binds us to the Church and calls us to support one another in prayer, service, and love.  
   As we celebrate this feast, may we remember that we, too, have been claimed by God as His 
beloved sons and daughters. Renewed by the waters of baptism, may we live our faith with 
gratitude and courage, bearing witness to Christ in our families, our faith, and the community. 
   Please remember the parish in your prayers, especially those who are sick and suffering. 
May God bless you and those you love.  
 
 
          Fr. Steve  
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Sunday, January 11, 2026:Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3
-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17       
Monday, January 12, 2026:1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-
13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20     
Tuesday, January 13, 2026:1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 
4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28    
Wednesday, January 14, 2026:1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/
Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39   
Thursday, January 15, 2026:1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-
11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45   
Friday, January 16, 2026:1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 
89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12  
Saturday, January 17, 2026:1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 
10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17  
Sunday, January 18, 2026:Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 
7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
Mini reflection: When the voice of God declares, 
ñThis is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased,ò he is referring, of course, to Jesus. But I 
think He would say the same of John the Baptist ð 
and of all those who welcome Jesus into the waters, 
ready to do as he bids. 
 
When Jesus Wades In 
 
Usually, when God comes to us, we arenôt ready. 
  
We think we are. Like John the Baptist, we stand in 
our waters of baptism, certain of our mission. We 
know how itôs going to go. We know whatôs going to 
be asked of us. Weôre sure of it. 
 
Christ wades into the waters. And he screws up all our 
plans. 
 
To be clear, I donôt think John the Baptist lacks faith 
when he balks at the idea of baptizing Jesus. I think it 
is, in fact, a testament to his humility. But whatever 
motivated Johnôs actions, he is ð if even for a brief 
moment ð hesitating to do the will of God. Just a few 
chapters after this in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
will acknowledge that John is the greatest person 
ñborn of womenò ð with the caveat that even he is 
not perfect enough for the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 
Not yet. 
 
Jesus didnôt give John an explanation as the two stood 
in the River Jordan. He merely said, ñAllow it for 
now.ò John could have resisted further, demanding to 
understand why. He could have grown suspicious at 
the simplicity of Jesusô answer, at the strangeness of 
this request. He could have clung desperately to his 
version of How Things Are Supposed To Be, and in 
doing so, fostered doubt in his heart. He could have 
even stormed off, confused and angry.  
 
He did none of these things, because John is, as Jesus 
says, the greatest born of women. 
 
When the Holy Spirit descends and the voice of God 
declares, ñThis is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,ò he is referring, of course, to Jesus. But I 
think He would say the same of John the Baptist ð 
and of all those who welcome Jesus into the waters, 
ready to do as he bids. 
 

 

  

Due to licensing through the USCCB, we 
are no longer able to print the readings 
each week. 
 
If you wish to access the readings, you 
may do so at the following website. 

 
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar  

https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
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Tuesday, January 13, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Roberta, Cecile & Walter Babbish 
+Bradley Leonard Plec 
+Jose S. Ventura Jr. 
 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Ann McCloy 
 
Friday, January 16, 2026  
9:30 a.m.  
+Joyce Clashman 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Msgr. Clem Kern 
 
Saturday, January 17, 2026  
4:00 p.m. 
+Joan Herbert 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Msgr. Jerry Martin 
+Bradley Leonard Plec 
+Marian & Lottie Kobus 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Sunday, January 18, 2026  
8:30 a.m. 
+Karin Nieto 
+Mary Schultz (22nd R.A.) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
+Rose Marie Sobota 
+Sally Sobota 
+Sophie Hyso 
+Marie Forman 
+Kimmy Schanta 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene Parish 
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 Everyday Stewardship 
 
Lessons from Baptizing a Frog 
 
I used to lead an RCIA session on baptism, where I 
would bring in my Kermit the Frog toy from when I 
was a child and pretend to baptize it. It was a session I 
especially made sure I led when we had children pre-
paring for Easter sacraments. You would think Kermit 
would have become super holy having been baptized 
so many times, year after year. But, if he had been re-
al, he would not have been any holier due to multiple 
baptisms than he was after the first baptism. He could-
nôt be re-baptized. (Not to mention, of course, he is a 
FROG.)  
 
When Jesus came to John for baptism, he transformed 
the baptism of repentance that John was practicing 
into a baptism of redemption. And although we are 
called to repentance over and over in our life, redemp-
tion comes to us only once. We cannot get baptized 
again in the Jordan or Sea of Galilee because of ro-
mantic notions, or come into the Catholic Church by a 
second baptism so we can start all over. Our baptism, 
whether we can remember it or not, is a one-time deal. 
But it is the real deal. Whether you feel it or not, you 
are sealed for Christ, and the stain of original sin has 
been washed away.  
 
Too many of us take that moment for granted. Yes, 
you may have been baptized as an infant. But much 
time has passed since then, and you can work to un-
derstand the impact that it had on your life. We some-
times look for a good time to begin living a steward-
ship way of life. However, that time already passed, 
and God has been waiting. We are called to reflect on 
our baptism and respond to the call it has placed on 
our lives. We can respond and be disciples, or we can 
be like Kermit the Frog, always searching for a new 
start that never comes.  
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
 

Virtues, Explained! 
Joy 

 
 
Mini Explanation 
Joy is the experience of achieving what we most de-
sire ð and what we most desire is love. God made us 
in love and for love, and so, in the same way that a 
flower seeks the sunlight, our souls seek the warmth 
of true, selfless love. 
 
Joy, Explained! 
Though it is often used as a synonym for happiness, 
joy has far more to do with the choices we make than 
the emotions we feel.   
 
Joy is the experience of achieving what we most de-
sire ð and what we most desire is love. God made us 
in love and for love, and so, in the same way that a 
flower seeks the sunlight, our souls seek the warmth 
of true, selfless love. The virtue of joy, therefore, is a 
fruit of the virtue of love, or charity (CCC 1829).  
 
ñWe are meant to have our human joys: the joy of liv-
ing, the joy of love and friendship, the joy of work 
well done,ò said Saint Pope John Paul II. ñWe who are 
Christians have a further cause for joy: like Jesus, we 
know that we are loved by God our Father. This love 
transforms our lives and fills us with joy.ò 
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 GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
January 11, 2026 
The Baptism of the Lord  
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Apple ran a commercial not long ago called ñBehind 
the Mac ï Greatness.ò It shows artists and creators, 
such as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, 
working behind their MacBooks. The narration says, 
ñThereôs a certain kind of person who doesnôt wait for 
greatness. They make it.ò Itôs a compelling message. 
Thereôs beauty in using our gifts with passion and pur-
pose. But there lies a hidden weight in that idea: If you 
are what you make, what happens when you canôt an-
ymore? When the project fails, the passion fades, or 
the spotlight moves on, where is greatness then? 
Todayôs Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness. 
Jesus steps into the Jordan River. He hasnôt preached, 
healed, or performed a single miracle. Then the heav-
ens open, and the Father speaks: ñYou are my be-
loved Son; with you I am well pleased.ò Itôs not a 
reward for success. Itôs not earned. Before he does 
anything ñgreat,ò Jesus receives the greatness of his 
identity from the Father.  
And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same 
thing over you: ñYou are my beloved.ò That is your 
true identity, not constructed or earned but received. 
When we see ourselves and others this way, every-
thing changes for the better. We discover a greatness 
that can never be taken away. 
This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, 
thank God for it, pray for those baptized with you, or 
visit the church where it happened. Let your identity 
be rooted there. 
ð Father John Muir 

 
 
Devotions, Explained!  
St. Blaise Blessing of the Throat  
 

 
Mini Explanation  
Catholics traditionally receive a blessing of the throat 
on the feast day of St. Blaise (Feb. 3), who was a 
bishop and martyr of fourth-century Armenia. During 
the blessing, a cross is formed from two blessed can-
dles that are held over the throat. 
 
St. Blaise Blessing of the Throat, Explained 
Perhaps itôs an example of divine providence that the 
feast of St. Blaise falls on Feb. 3 ð right in the mid-
dle of cold and flu season! This fourth-century Arme-
nian saint was a bishop and martyr and is venerated as 
the patron of those who suffer from illnesses of the 
throat.  
On his feast day, Catholics traditionally receive a 
blessing of the throat. This blessing is administered 
by a priest, deacon or a lay minister who follows the 

rites and prayers designated for a layperson. During 
the blessing, the minister takes two candles that were 
blessed on the feast of the Presentation and makes a 

cross in front of the throat, saying ñThrough the inter-
cession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God 
deliver you from every disease of the throat and from 

every other illness.ò A priest or deacon will then 
make the sign of the cross. 
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

If you are looking for a volun-
teer opportunity at St. Rene look 
no further. We are looking for 
volunteers for becoming a Lec-
tor, Sacristan, (Lectors & Sac-
ristans for the 5:30 p.m. Mass) 
Eucharistic Ministers, Altar 
Servers (both Youth and 
Adults for the Saturday at 
4:00 p.m., Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Mass). We 

are also looking for Lectors, Sacristans for our 
weekday Masses. Volunteers to join the watering 
committee (watering the outdoor plants). Volunteers 
to help vacuum the Church on Fridayôs after Mass. 
If youôre interested in any of the volunteer areas that 
are listed, please contact the parish office and we 
will gladly pass your information on to the person in 
charge of the assignments and have them contact 
you. 
Thank you in advance for volunteering!  

Detroit Catholic 

 
Because we no longer have the Michigan Catholic, the 
archdiocese has an on-line web news resource. It is 
called the ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit 
Catholic online and subscribe free of charge! The 
archbishop prints his thoughts, and records homilies 
so that they can be shared with all of the people in the 
archdiocese! Go to https://www.detroitcatholic.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

 
Mrs. Bernadeth Gonzales 
Mr. Joseph Asbury 

Mr.. & Mrs. Gary Darner 
Mrs. Melissa Bobee 



 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for January 17 & 18 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve Fr. Tim 

Lector Ana Divina Rob Wilson Thess Monteiro Jovita Engalan 

Altar Servers Lance Tolentino Rom Beltran Phat Le 
Phong Le 

Open 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

G. Labinski 
L. Nosek 

Open  
Open 

T. Monteiro 
E. Monteiro 

Open 
Open 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 
Gary Novelli 
Don Sundstrom 
 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
Sharon Olszewski 
Frank Iannotti 
Rom Beltran 
Vicki Beltran 

Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
Chris Norris 
Elmor Monteiro 

Paul Hornung 
Mike Galuszka 
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 

Sacristan R. Kranson R. Beltran T. Monteiro Open 

     Altar Care Team: 
Friday, January 16th 

Team 3 
Teresita Bugante 
Helen DeVera 
Ofelia Cunanan 
Divina Divina 

Marietta Martinez 

 
Altar Linen: 
January 

Khristine Cochiaosue 
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Weekday Liturgy Schedule for January 

 
Celebrant 

 
Fr. Steve 

 
Fr. Joy 

 
Fr. Steve 

 
Lector 

 
D. Monterosso 

 
D. Monterosso 

 
L. Hance 

 
Sacristan 

 
B. Wyrwicz 

  
J. Carlisle 

 
J. Carlisle 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

 
L. Youkhana 

 
M. Peterson 

 
L. Youkhana 

Week Tuesday, 
January 13, 2026 

Thursday,  
January 15, 2026 

Friday,  
January 16, 2026 

Church  
Vacuuming : 

Friday, January 16th 
OPEN 
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WHERE TO FIND  
THE BULLETIN 

You can find St. Reneôs bulletin on our 
website at St. Rene  
If you wish to read the bulletin it can be found 
online at Parishesonline.com then search by 
zip code.  
You can go online to the aod.org/live masses 
to find Weekday and Weekend Masses that can 
be watched.  

                   
    Our Sunday Offering 
                     January 3 & 4 
                   Thank you for your  
                    generous response. 
                 God Bless you! 

 
 

 Please  

Remember  

St. Rene Goupil  

Parish  

In Your Will  
 

You now can donate to St. Rene 
Goupil using your cell phone! Just 

take a picture of the QR code in 
the gathering space or in the bulle-
tin; it will automatically link you 

to the St. Rene donation site. Enter 
the amount you wish to donate, 
card information and press the 

ñPayò button. Itôs that simple! We 
thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

Easy Scalloped Potatoes 
& Ham 

 
 

3 Tbs. flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
4 cups thinly sliced pared potatoes 
1/4 cup minced onion 
1/2 lb. ham sliced 
2 1/2 cups milkðscalded 
1 Tbs. butter 
 
Heat oven to 350 F. Mix flour, salt and pepper. 
Place 1/3 of the potatoes in 2 qt. greased casserole 
dish. Sprinkle with half of the seasoned flour and 
onion; add half of the ham. Repeat; then arrange 
third layer of potatoes on top. Pour hot milk over 
all. Dot with butter. Cover and bake 30 minutes, 
uncover and bake 60-70 minutes longer, or until 
potatoes are tender. (Serves 6) 

Our St. Rene St. Vincent de Paul 
conference is a small group, al-
ways looking for new members. 
The meetings are open to inter-
ested visitors on the 1st Wednes-
day of every month at 7PM at the 
parish. Please join us. We believe 
in the intrinsic value of every person ï to serve 
and be served. Please join us in fostering the com-
mon bond of humanity to bring wholeness and 
healing for all. Contact George Downey at (586)
904-5171 for information on how to attend the 
meeting or for more information.  
Our conference helps with utility bills, clothing, 
household items, food and in certain cases evic-
tions. If you know if anyone who needs help, 
please have them call (586)718-4523. They do not 
need to be parish members. All information is 
kept strictly confidential. 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED: laundry soap, 
hand soap, dish soap, toothpaste and toilet pa-
per. 

If you have  
borrowed a Pyx 
from the Church 
Office and are 
no longer in 
need of using it; 
please return it 
to the office, so 

that  
others may  
borrow them. 
Thank you! 
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MSgt. Jason Bialy, Air Force 
Josey Blades (Air Force) 
Captain Curtis Bradley (Army) 
Airman 1st Julie M.  
Chervon 
Spc. Shaen Connery (Army) 
P.O. 1st Dale A. Foglyano 
Nicholas Foglyano (Army) 
P.O. 2nd Nicolas Fooy (Navy) 
Lt Col David Fries 
Maj. Laura Geldhof 

Joe Gill, Navy 
Staff Sgt. Nicole R. Grenon 
Christopher Grubby (Navy) 
Pfc. Kevin Heath 
Lt. Christopher Kerr 
Pfc. Paul Koss (Marines) 
Lt. Joseph Kraft 
Sgt. Joseph Kucharek (Army) 
Sgt. Chris Libecki 
Mark Locricchio (Army) 
Sgt. Sean McDowell (Army) 
LCPL Miguel Menzer 

SPC Matthew Muellenhagen 
Maj. Eric Olson 
Chief Daniel Przybylinski  
(Navy) 
Justin Quinn (Marines) 
Anthony Roszko (Army) 
Lt. Greg Siuta 
Maj. Allison Stewart 
Sgt Tomas R. Studholme, Jr. 
ISG Robert Sutton 
Sgt. Matthew Sweetman 
Joel Vasquez, (Navy Seal) 

Prayer for Those Serving in the Military 
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.  
Bless them and their families for their selfless acts they perform for us in our 

time of need. 
Amen. 

Please Pray for the Family Members of our Parishioners  
serving in the Military: 

The names for the prayer list for 
the sick is now done by personal 
intercession. Please drop the 
names of those needing prayers 
for healing in the petition box in 
the gathering area. We are asking 
that you take 2 names from the basket and pray 
for those people by name every day for four 
weeks. If an emergency comes up please call the 
parish office and we will get members of the com-
munity to pray and offer intercessions for them at 
daily mass. 

 

Adoration Chapel  
   In the documents of the Second Vatican Council, the Church Fathers describe the Eucharist as: 
ñThe source and summit of the Christian life. The term ñEucharistò originates in the Greek word 
Eucharistia, meaning thanksgiving. 
 
   ñTake; this is my bodyò Mark 14:22 
 

       1.  The real presence of Christ in the Eucharist is real, true and substantial. 
       2.  ñIt is called the Eucharist because it is an action of thanksgiving to God.ò (CCC. No. 1328) 
       3.  ñJesus awaits us in the sacrament of love.ò (St. John Paul II, Dominicae cene, no. 3) 
       4.  Eucharist makes the one present sacrifice of Christ the Savior.ò (CCC, no. 1330) 
 
      If you would like to take the opportunity to be still and listen to God (without worldly interruptions), we have a need 
for almost every hour to have a second adorer, thereby making less the need for a substitute. It is a sacrifice being Catho-
lic in our world today, you need contemplation and the grace to make you holy. Please call Mary Peterson to sign up at 
(586)979-1469 or (586)738-1154. 
 

Uncommitted Hours 
Monday @ 12 Noon, Wednesday @ 1:00 p.m.,  

Thursday @ 8:00 a.m. and Friday @ 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. 
TAKE TIME FOR PRAYER! 

 


