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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
    Every Sunday at Mass, after the readings and the homily, the Church invites us to stand 
and profess together the Nicene Creed. This is not simply a tradition, but a powerful moment 
of faith, rooted in the very early centuries of Christianity.  
   In the early Church, Christians struggled to express clearly who Jesus was. Some taught 
that Jesus was not truly God, but only a created being. This confusion threatened the unity 
of the Church and the truth of the Gospel.  
   To address these disputes, the Emperor Constantine called the first ecumenical council at 
Nicaea in 325 A.D. These, bishops from across the Christian world gathered to affirm the 
truth passed down from the apostles: that Jesus Christ is ñtrue God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father.ò This declaration defended the divinity of Christ 
and gave us the foundation of the Creed.  
   Later, in 381 A.D., at the Council of Constantinople, the Creed was expanded to include a 
fuller teaching on the Holy Spirit, who is ñthe Lord, the giver of life.ò  This final version which 
we still pray today, expresses the mystery of the TrinityðFather, Son and Holy Spiritðand 
our belief in the Church, the sacraments, and eternal life.  
   At Mass, after hearing Godôs Word, we stand and together profess the Creed as a commu-
nity. This is our way of publicly affirming what we believe before we approach the Eucharist. 
The Creed acts as a bridge between hearing the Word of God and celebrating the Sacrifice 
of the Altar. It reminds us that we are not passive listeners, but active believers, ready to re-
unite ourselves to Christ in the Eucharist.  
   The Creed also connects us with the universal Church across time and space. From the 
earliest Christians who risked their lives to profess these truths, to believers around the 
world today, the Nicene Creed unites us in the same faith handed down through the centu-
ries.   
   Saying the Creed is not only about words on Sundayðit is about how we live every day. 
Each line calls us to a deeper commitment: to trust God the Father, to follow Christ more 
closely, to listen to the Spiritôs guidance, to be faithful members of the Church, and to live 
with hope in the promise of eternal life.  
   The next time you pray the Nicene Creed, say it slowly, with conviction, and with gratitude. 
It is more than a statement of beliefðit is our shared profession of faith, our link with the ear-
ly Church, and our pledge to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
Bishop Bernard J. Harrington 

September 6,1933  -  August 30, 2025 
 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetu-
al light shine upon him. May his soul and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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Thank you to the parishioners who have already 
pledged their support. The ministries, programs and 
services funded by the Catholic Services Appeal help 
in our parish and throughout southeast Michigan and 
beyond. If you are still prayerfully considering your 
sacrificial gift to this yearôs CSA, you may send your 
completed pledge card in the pre-addressed envelope 
you received in the mail.  
You are also encouraged to 
make your pledge and gift 
to our parishôs campaign 
online at GiveCSA.org or 
you can scan the QR code 
and donate to CSA, just 
make sure to put CSA in 
the note section when you 
submit your donation 
online. 

WITH EYES FIXED ON  
JESUS 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In his Gospel today, the evangelist St. Luke authors Jesusô statement on true discipleship: Whoever does not 
carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. We are asked to renounce our former life and 
possessions to make Jesus first in our lives. ñI live, no longer I, but Christ lives in meò (Gal 2:20) (see: Un-
leash the Gospel, Marker 9.2, Grow. http://www.unleashthegospel.org). Discipleship requires sacrfice and 
may include persecution and suffering to witness Christ and His Truth. Are we willing to pay the cost? As an 
example, do we uphold the Churchôs teaching on sacramental marriage between one man and one woman at 
the risk of ridicule and persecution from the secular world? To learn more about Catholic teaching, read a few 
pages of the Catechism of the Catholic Church daily.   

 
 

Detroit Catholic 
 

Because we no longer have the Michigan Catholic, the archdiocese has an on-line 
web news resource. It is called the ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit Catho-
lic online and subscribe free of charge! The archbishop prints his thoughts, and 
records homilies so that they can be shared with all of the people in the archdio-
cese! Go to https://www.detroitcatholic.com 
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Readings for  the 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Reading I 
Wisdom 9:13-18a 

 
 
Who can know Godôs counsel, or who can conceive what the LORD intends? For the deliberations of 
mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans. For the corruptible body burdens the soul and the eastern shel-
ter weighs down the mind that has many concerns. And scarce do we guess the things on earth, and what 
is within our grasp we find with difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search them out? Or 
who ever knew your counsel, except you had given wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? And 
thus were the paths of those on earth made straight.   
  
 

 Reading II  
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

 
 
 I, Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus, urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus, 
whose father I have become in my imprisonment; I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I 
should have liked to retain him for myself, so that he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment 
for the gospel, but I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that the good you do might not 
be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while, that you might have him 
back forever, no longer a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more 
so to you, as a man and in the Lord. So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me.    
 

 Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 

 
 
Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed them, ñIf anyone comes to me with-
out hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot 
be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of 
you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for 
its completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself unable to finish the work the 
onlookers should laugh at him and say, óThis one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.ô 
Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down and decide whether with ten thousand troops 
he can successfully oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops? But if not, 
while he is still far away, he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. In the same way, anyone of you 
who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.ò 

Sunday, September 7, 2025:Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 (1)/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33   
Monday, September 8, 2025:Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025:Col 2:6-15/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025:Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday, September 11, 2025:Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 6:27-38   
Friday, September 12, 2025:1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday, September 13, 2025:1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/Lk 6:43-49  
Sunday, September 14, 2025:Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 14:25-33 
 
One hot Arizona summer afternoon my car ran out of 

gas. I phoned the parish office and begged for help. 

My secretary came and helped me fill the gas tank. 

She chided me, ñIf you canôt manage getting your car 

from A to B, how can we expect you to guide the par-

ish where it needs to go?ò Point taken, Julie. I vowed 

to always make sure I have plenty of gas in my car. 

 

The Lord Jesus chides us in this weekôs Gospel, too. 

He uses the two images of a man building a tower and 

a king marching soldiers into war to make this single 

point: acquire what is needed to follow him or look 

ridiculous. We rightly mock the builder who lacks 

money for his tower and the king with a short-handed 

army. But our mocking boomerangs back on us. How 

do we expect to follow Jesus to the end with insuffi-

cient detachment from our possessions and divided 

hearts? 

 

The good news is, there is still time. Jesus is building 

a great tower to heavenïhis own body. So we re-

nounce all and give ourselves to him as his precious 

stones. Jesus is waging a battle against our enemy. So 

we forsake all and swear allegiance and march under 

his banner. In this way, we will finish what has begun 

in our discipleship. Or better put, our Lord will have 

the stones and soldiers required to see his great work 

through.  

    

ð Father John Muir 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Whereôs the Sacrifice? 
 
ñItôs not that I want you to do it. Itôs that I want you to 
want to do it.ò 
 
If youôre married or in a relationship, your partner has 
probably either said something like this to you or you 
have said it to them. If one of you hasnôt said it, you 
have probably wanted to, and itôs likely that a big ar-
gument or two was had where you dance around the 
sentiment, these exact words flashing in your mind 
like an old-time movie marquee.  
 
The ñitò never really matters much. Taking out the 
trash, painting the bedroom, traveling to your in-lawsô 
for Christmas ð whatever the subject matter of the 
disagreement is, itôs all just so much set dressing. The 
heart of the matter is the sacrifice and desire. Thatôs 
what it all hangs on. Am I with a person who will sac-
rifice for me? 
 
When Paul writes to Philemon that he is sending 
Onesimus to him, he says exactly this. He tells Phile-
mon that he would prefer to keep Onesimus with him, 
but that he does not want to deprive Philemon both of 
Onesimus and the opportunity to make a sacrifice wor-
thy in the sight of the Lord. 
 
The point is not who gets to hang out with Onesimus. 
The point is, as it says in the Gospel, who is willing to 
carry his cross? Who is willing to renounce his posses-
sions? Who is willing to do the good deed for the sake 
of the other?  
 
God doesnôt care that much about what we have to 
offer. He cares much more that we have the strength to 
offer whatever we have.  
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The altar flowers  
this weekend  

are in  
loving memory  

of  
Robert Newberry  

as requested  
by his  

wife Diane  
and  

daughter Stacie  
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Devotions, Explained! 
Lectio Divina 
 

Mini Explanation  
Lectio divina (ñdivine readingò) is 
an ancient practice of praying 
through the reading of Scripture. It includes four steps: 
read (lectio), meditate (meditatio), pray (oratio) and 
contemplate (contemplatio). 
 

Lectio Divina, Explained! 
Lectio divina (ñdivine readingò) is a practice of pray-
ing through the reading of Scripture, opening oneself 
to the inspiration and communication of the Holy Spir-
it. 
The practice of Lectio divina dates to ancient monastic 
communities, but it has gained popularity in modern 
times as a way to meaningfully engage with the word 
of God.  
The formula for Lectio divina is simple and follows 
four steps. The text of the Scripture is read (lectio) 

multiple times, and the reader takes note of any words 
or phrases that resonate with him in a particular way. 

The reader then reflects deeply on the passage 
(meditatio) and the words that he noticed, turning 
them over in his mind. Following this, the reader prays 

with the passage (oratio), and dialogues with God, in-
viting him to illuminate the readerôs understanding of 
the text. Finally, there is rest and contemplation 

(contemplatio).  

 
 
 

 
 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Reach Out in Love 
 
We are all called to be accountable to one another. 
As brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we have a re-
sponsibility to reach out in love when we see some-
one lost and to offer support when the need is the 
greatest. In that same regard, we must never stand 
between a loved one and him. Our goal when it 
comes to those we love is to lead them toward heav-
en and eternal life with the source of all love, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
This is the ñwhyò of our stewardship. Our generosity 
and our giving of very selves back to God need to 
bear witness to the transforming power of Jesus. It is 
easy to fall into the trap of loving someone so much 
that we place them before God. We make our human 
relationships the main thing and ultimately make de-
cisions that keep our loved ones away from that 
which they need the most. If we truly love another, 
we will offer them the example of how we love God 
even more than them.  
 
We live in a world where romantic and parental love 
are seen as the highest forms of affection. Stories are 
often told in books and on the screen of how nothing 
will keep someone from his or her beloved. Although 
we are called to love one another, we must never be 
trapped into the portrayal of love that comes from the 
world. We are gifts from God to one another, and 
like all other gifts given to us, we are accountable to 
God for that which He has given. If you can give a 
loved one back to God completely, then you are wor-
thy of their love in the first place.  
 
ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Intention of Sally & Gene Bosetti 
+Cathy Russman 
+Stanley Barc 
 
Thursday, September 11, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Intention of Bishop Fisher 
 
Friday, September 12, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Rose Marie Sobota 
+Felix Gatt (4th R.A.) 
 
Saturday, September 13, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Marilyn Cavataio 
+Joan Herbert 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Rita & Felix Gatt 
+Fred Schulte 
+Marian & Lottie Kobus 
+Henry Romasanta 
Intention of Daniel & Shivaun Wois 
Intention of Deacon Kevin & Denise Tietz 
Intention of Norm Herbert 
+Roy & Hanora Bates 
 
Sunday, September 14, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Donald Gasvoda 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Rose Marie Sobota 
+Frank & Virginia Cendroski 
+Sam Zappa 
+Rose Zappa 
+Walt Kalcevic 
+Mark Esper 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
+Felicia Graczyk 
Intention of Sandra Wilburn 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Members of St. Rene Goupil Parish 
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

 

 


