
 

 

St. Rene Goupil  
Catholic Community 

Sterling Heights 

January 18, 2026 



 

 

Page 2 
 
        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
    It is important that you find God in this busy and anxious world. Many of us live with full 
calendars, constant notifications, and a low hum of anxiety that never seems to turn off. It 
can feel difficultðsometimes even impossibleðto notice Godôs presence in the middle of 
so much noise. Yet the Bible reassures us that God is not absent from our busyness; ra-
ther, He meets us within it.  
   The psalmist writes, ñBe still and know that I am Godò (Psalm 46:10). Stillness does not 
necessarily mean escaping to a mountaintop or withdrawing from responsibilities. It can 
begin with a small, intentional pausesðturning off the radio during a commute, taking a 
few quiet moments before bed, or beginning the day with a short prayer. In these mo-
ments of stillness, we allow our hearts to remember who God is and who we are before 
Him.  
   Jesus Himself lived in a demanding world filled with crowds and urgent needs. Yet the 
Gospels often tell us that ñHe went off to a deserted place, where He prayedò (Mark 
1:35). If Jesus needed time alone with the Father, how much more do we? Even brief 
moments of prayer during a busy dayðòLord help me,ò or ñJesus, I trust in Youòðcan re-
connect us to Godôs steady presence.  
   Anxiety is another barrier many face. Scripture speaks directly to this passage: ñDo not 
worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to Godò (Philippians 4:6). God does not ask us to pretend we are not anx-
ious; He invites us to bring our worries to Him honestly. When we do, Saint Paul promis-
es that ñthe peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and 
mindsò (Philippians 4:7). 
   God also meets us through ordinary people and daily moments. Jesus reminds us, 
ñWhatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for meò (Matthew 
25:40). A kind word, an act of patience, or a moment of compassion can become a sa-
cred encounter when done with love.  
   In a busy and anxious world, finding God is less about doing more and more about no-
ticingðlistening for His voice in Scripture, speaking to Him in prayer, and recognizing His 
presence in everyday life. God is not 
waiting for our schedules to clear; 
He is already walking with us, offer-
ing peace in the midst of chaos.  
   Please remember to pray for the 
sick and the suffering, your prayers 
bring them healing, comfort and 
peace. May God Bless you and 
those you love! 
 
      
   Fr. Steve   

 

  

REQUEST FOR  
2026 CONTRIBUTION 

STATEMENT 
  

  
NAME____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS_________________________ 
  
CITY_____________________________ 
  
ENVELOPE NUMBER______________ 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 
Can you imagine what kind of response I would get if 
I asked my three children, ñWho would like to volun-
teer to clean up the kitchen after dinner today?ò Six 
eyeballs staring at me like I had two heads! If I couch 
my request in terms of volunteerism, I have suggested 
that they donôt have any real ownership in this matter. 
Perhaps they do sometimes think that their mother and 
I are simply hired hands to take care of them, but rest 
assured, I have not received a paycheck for services 
rendered lately. 
 
When you and I give a donation of blood, we volun-
teer our time and blood to the Red Cross. The Red 
Cross does not employ most of us, nor do we own a 
part of the Red Cross. We can only volunteer our-
selves for the cause. 
 
As parishioners we are part of a parish family. We be-
long to our parish community. We do not visit on a 
Sunday morning, since we cannot visit a place that is 
home. The call of the body of Christ occurs in every 
parish and our response should be that of the psalmist, 
ñHere am I, Lord; I come to do your will.ò Real stew-
ardship never counts the cost and never asks for vol-
unteers. We step forward because we belong to some-
thing greater than ourselves and the head of that com-
munity is Jesus. After dinner at my house, someone 
needs to clean up the kitchen. In your parish commu-
nity, someone needs to respond to the call of Jesus. In 
both cases, no volunteers are needed. We will rely on 
family instead. 

Sunday, January 18, 2026:Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 
7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34        
Monday, January 19, 2026:1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-
9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22     
Tuesday, January 20, 2026: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 
21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28    
Wednesday, January 21, 2026:1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 
40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6    
Thursday, January 22, 2026:1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 
56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12    
Friday, January 23, 2026:1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 
6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19   
Saturday, January 24, 2026:2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 
23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21  
Sunday, January 25, 2026:Is 8:23-9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-
14/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17  

Due to licensing through the USCCB, we 
are no longer able to print the readings 
each week. 
 
If you wish to access the readings, you 
may do so at the following website. 
 
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar  

 

St Rene would like to welcome our 
newly Baptized:  

 
Klein Wilk  

Child of  
Jeff & Michelle Wilk  

was Baptized on  
January 18, 2026  

by  
Deacon Kevin Tietz  

 

https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
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Tuesday, January 20, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
+Bradley Leonard Plec 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
+Helen Pomper 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Friday, January 23, 2026  
9:30 a.m.  
+Richard & Nadine Koehler 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Saturday, January 24, 2026  
4:00 p.m. 
+Steven Herbert 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Nadine Koehler 
+Frank Leonardi 
+Roy Bates 
+Bradley Leonard Plec 
+Marian & Lottie Kobus 
+Jerry DeClark 
+Talentino Angelosante 
+Alex Fragnoli 
+Walter Broski 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Sunday, January 25, 2026  
8:30 a.m. 
+Celi Esmana 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
Healing for Felicia Rice 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene Parish 
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 Everyday Stewardship 
 
Play That One Again 
 
How many times have you sung the church song, 
ñHere I Am, Lordò? If you grew up Catholic and are 
around my age (still 50!), the answer is more than you 
can count. The song that quotes various verses of 
Scripture is sung using guitar, piano, or organ, by can-
tors and choirs, in traditional and modern churches. It 
is truly a Catholic greatest hit of the modern Church. 
The question is how many times when singing the re-
frain have you really taken to heart what you were 
singing. 
 
ñHere I am, Lord; is it I, Lord? I have heard you call-
ing in the night.ò Like the biblical figure Samuel, we 
are responding to the call of God by asking for clarifi-
cation that we are indeed the one being called. We 
then follow up the question with a profound statement: 
ñI will go if You lead me.ò It is profound because we 
are pledging to our God that we are willing to go 
wherever He wants. We are accepting the challenge 
put forth in the U.S. Bishopsô pastoral letter, 
ñStewardship: A Discipleôs Response,ò to become ma-
ture disciples who respond to the call of Jesus Christ 
regardless of the cost. We have sung this pledge re-
peatedly for many years.  
 
We never have any idea what God will call us to do 
and where to go. Sometimes the request can ask us for 
quite a lot. Hopefully, we respond like a mature disci-
ple. If not, maybe we should reflect more the next 
time this song is played. The melody will not allow 
for the words, ñI will see if I am busy and then decide 
to go if you lead me.ò Then again, I donôt want to sing 
that to God, the source of all life anyway. Do you? 
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
 

Virtues, Explained! 
Peace 
 
Mini Explanation ð  
Our modern Catholic under-
standing of peace is derived 
from the Hebrew concept of shalom, or wholeness, 
and refers not just to an absence of violence but to a 
personal reconciliation with oneôs Creator. 
 
Peace, Explained! 
Peace. There may be no other word in the English lan-
guage, writes Msgr. Stuart Swetland in Catholic An-
swers, ñmore susceptible to sloganeering, and thus 
misunderstanding.ò But what is peace, in the context 
of Catholic virtue? 
 
The peace of God, writes Paul in his Letter to the Phi-
lippians, ñsurpasses all understanding.ò (Phil. 4:7) 
Peace is both a fruit of charity (CCC 1829) and a fruit 
of the Spirit (CCC 1832). Our modern Catholic under-
standing of peace is derived from the Hebrew concept 
of shalom, or wholeness, and it refers not just to an 
absence of violence (mandated by the fifth command-
ment) but to a personal reconciliation with oneôs Crea-
tor. Peace is a spiritual effect of the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation (CCC 1496).  
 
Our search for interior peace in our hearts parallels the 
historic struggle of mankind to realize peace in the 
world by practicing justice. ñWhen we hear the Gos-
pel, dear brothers and sisters,ò said Pope Benedict, 
ñwe learn to build peace on the truth of a daily life in-
spired by the commandment of love.ò 

PRAYER – FOR EVERYDAY AND EVERYBODY 
 
 
Blessing of the Beloved 
Dear God, 
Bless and anoint us today. You are 
our Father and guide.  
Remind us of our identity in You:  
loved, called, and equipped for mis-
sion.  
Bless us as we journey, giving us 
strength for each day and grace in 
each step.  
Amen.  
 

 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/a-primer-on-peace
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19711208_v-world-day-for-peace.html
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 GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
January 18, 2026 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
John 1:29-34  
Itôs common to hear belief in Jesus and the Church 
mocked as blind faith and credulity. But in reality, it is 
deeply human and rational. Think about it: we rely on 
the testimony of others constantly. I trust chemists 
who certify the safety of toothpaste and cleaning prod-
ucts. I trust engineers when I use a microwave or drive 
over a bridge. Why? Because they have studied and 
seen what I have not, and their testimony proves itself 
in daily life. That kind of trust is not irrational; it is 
how human knowledge works. 
In todayôs Gospel, John the Baptist declares: ñNow I 
have seen and testified that he is the Son of 
Godò (John 1:34). That is the language of an eyewit-
ness. It invites us into a very human act: trusting 
someone who has directly encountered something — 
or Someone — we have not yet fully seen ourselves. 
The Churchôs faith is built on this kind of reliable 
sight-based testimony. The Apostles did not make ab-
stract claims. They saw, followed, suffered for, and 
proclaimed Jesus Christ. Over centuries, their witness 
— carried in Scripture, in the lives of the saints, and in 
the sacramental life of the Church — has proven de-
pendable. We come to know its truth by assenting to 
it, by living and studying it, praying with it, trusting it. 
Faith in Christ is not a childish leap into the dark. It is 
a step into the light of testimony that proves itself over 
time. 
ð Father John Muir 

 
 
Devotions, Explained!  
The Angelus   
 

Mini Explanation ð  
The Angelus is an ancient de-
votion whose practice devel-
oped over the course of several centuries. It is com-
posed of three antiphons that tell the story of the an-
nunciation, each followed by a Hail Mary. It is usual-
ly said daily at noon. 
 
The Angelus, Explained 
The incarnation of Christ changed the life of every 
Christian person who ever lived. Reflecting on that 
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

If you are looking for a volun-
teer opportunity at St. Rene look 
no further. We are looking for 
volunteers for becoming a Lec-
tor, Sacristan, (Lectors & Sac-
ristans for the 5:30 p.m. Mass) 
Eucharistic Ministers, Altar 
Servers (both Youth and 
Adults for the Saturday at 
4:00 p.m., Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Mass). We 

are also looking for Lectors, Sacristans for our 
weekday Masses. Volunteers to join the watering 
committee (watering the outdoor plants). Volunteers 
to help vacuum the Church on Fridayôs after Mass. 
If youôre interested in any of the volunteer areas that 
are listed, please contact the parish office and we 
will gladly pass your information on to the person in 
charge of the assignments and have them contact 
you. 
Thank you in advance for volunteering!  

Detroit Catholic 

 
Because we no longer have the Michigan Catholic, the 
archdiocese has an on-line web news resource. It is 
called the ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit 
Catholic online and subscribe free of charge! The 
archbishop prints his thoughts, and records homilies 
so that they can be shared with all of the people in the 
archdiocese! Go to https://www.detroitcatholic.com 

 



 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for January 24 & 25 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve Fr. Tim 

Lector Dorothy Arche Ricky Yulo Dori Fooy Ana Divina 

Altar Servers Lance Tolentino Rom Beltran Eli Wing-Nga Open 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

G. Labinski 
L. Nosek 

Open  
Open 

C. Sison 
E. Monteiro 

Open 
Open 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 
Gary Novelli 
Don Sundstrom 
 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
Sharon Olszewski 
Frank Iannotti 
Rom Beltran 
Vicki Beltran 

Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
Chris Norris 
Elmor Monteiro 

Paul Hornung 
Mike Galuszka 
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 

Sacristan G. Labinski R. Beltran C. Sison Open 

     Altar Care Team: 
Friday, January 23rd 

Team 1 
Bibiane Gagnon 
Gloria Cruz 
Suong Le 

 
Altar Linen: 
January 

Khristine Cochiaosue 
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Weekday Liturgy Schedule for January 

 
Celebrant 

 
Fr. Steve 

 
Fr. Joy 

 
Fr. Steve 

 
Lector 

 
B. Wyrwicz 

 
L. Youkhana 

 
M. Peterson 

 
Sacristan 

 
R. Beltran 

 
J. Carlisle 

 
J. Carlisle 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

 
M. Peterson 

 
M. Peterson 

 
L. Youkhana 

Week Tuesday, 
January 20, 2026 

Thursday,  
January 22, 2026 

Friday,  
January 23, 2026 

Church  
Vacuuming : 

Friday, January 23rd 
OPEN 
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WHERE TO FIND  
THE BULLETIN 

 
You can find St. Reneôs bulletin on our 
website at St. Rene  
If you wish to read the bulletin it can be found 
online at Parishesonline.com then search by 
zip code.  
You can go online to the aod.org/live masses 
to find Weekday and Weekend Masses that can 
be watched.  

                   
    Our Sunday Offering 
                     January 10 & 11 
                   Thank you for your  
                    generous response. 
                 God Bless you! 

 
 

 Please  

Remember  

St. Rene Goupil  

Parish  

In Your Will  
 

You now can donate to St. Rene 
Goupil using your cell phone! Just 

take a picture of the QR code in 
the gathering space or in the bulle-
tin; it will automatically link you 

to the St. Rene donation site. Enter 
the amount you wish to donate, 
card information and press the 

ñPayò button. Itôs that simple! We 
thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

Quick Beef Soup 
 
 
 
 

1/2 lb. ground beef, browned and drained 
1/2 pkg. dry onion soup mix 
4 c. boiling water 
10 oz. pkg. frozen mixed vegetables 
16 oz. can tomatoes, chopped 
8 oz. can tomato sauce 
1 tsp. sugar 
1 c. fine noodles or sm. shell macaroni 
 
Cook ingredients together for 1/2 hour. To 
make more soup, add 1 can beef broth or beef 
consommé and 1 more package of vegetables. 
Add water to taste.  
 

Our St. Rene St. Vincent de Paul 
conference is a small group, al-
ways looking for new members. 
The meetings are open to inter-
ested visitors on the 1st Wednes-
day of every month at 7PM at the 
parish. Please join us. We believe 
in the intrinsic value of every person – to serve 
and be served. Please join us in fostering the com-
mon bond of humanity to bring wholeness and 
healing for all. Contact George Downey at (586)
904-5171 for information on how to attend the 
meeting or for more information.  
Our conference helps with utility bills, clothing, 
household items, food and in certain cases evic-
tions. If you know if anyone who needs help, 
please have them call (586)718-4523. They do not 
need to be parish members. All information is 
kept strictly confidential. 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED: laundry soap, 
hand soap, dish soap, toothpaste and toilet pa-
per. 

If you have  
borrowed a Pyx 
from the Church 
Office and are 
no longer in 
need of using it; 
please return it 
to the office, so 

that  
others may  
borrow them. 
Thank you! 
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MSgt. Jason Bialy, Air Force 
Josey Blades (Air Force) 
Captain Curtis Bradley (Army) 
Airman 1st Julie M.  
Chervon 
Spc. Shaen Connery (Army) 
P.O. 1st Dale A. Foglyano 
Nicholas Foglyano (Army) 
P.O. 2nd Nicolas Fooy (Navy) 
Lt Col David Fries 
Maj. Laura Geldhof 

Joe Gill, Navy 
Staff Sgt. Nicole R. Grenon 
Christopher Grubby (Navy) 
Pfc. Kevin Heath 
Lt. Christopher Kerr 
Pfc. Paul Koss (Marines) 
Lt. Joseph Kraft 
Sgt. Joseph Kucharek (Army) 
Sgt. Chris Libecki 
Mark Locricchio (Army) 
Sgt. Sean McDowell (Army) 
LCPL Miguel Menzer 

SPC Matthew Muellenhagen 
Maj. Eric Olson 
Chief Daniel Przybylinski  
(Navy) 
Justin Quinn (Marines) 
Anthony Roszko (Army) 
Lt. Greg Siuta 
Maj. Allison Stewart 
Sgt Tomas R. Studholme, Jr. 
ISG Robert Sutton 
Sgt. Matthew Sweetman 
Joel Vasquez, (Navy Seal) 

Prayer for Those Serving in the Military 
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.  

Bless them and their families for their selfless acts they perform for us in our 
time of need. 

Amen. 

Please Pray for the Family Members of our Parishioners  
serving in the Military: 

The names for the prayer list for 
the sick is now done by personal 
intercession. Please drop the 
names of those needing prayers 
for healing in the petition box in 
the gathering area. We are asking 
that you take 2 names from the basket and pray 
for those people by name every day for four 
weeks. If an emergency comes up please call the 
parish office and we will get members of the com-
munity to pray and offer intercessions for them at 
daily mass. 

 

Adoration Chapel  
   In the documents of the Second Vatican Council, the Church Fathers describe the Eucharist as: 
ñThe source and summit of the Christian life. The term ñEucharistò originates in the Greek word 
Eucharistia, meaning thanksgiving. 
 
   ñTake; this is my bodyò Mark 14:22 
 

       1.  The real presence of Christ in the Eucharist is real, true and substantial. 
       2.  ñIt is called the Eucharist because it is an action of thanksgiving to God.ò (CCC. No. 1328) 
       3.  ñJesus awaits us in the sacrament of love.ò (St. John Paul II, Dominicae cene, no. 3) 
       4.  Eucharist makes the one present sacrifice of Christ the Savior.ò (CCC, no. 1330) 
 
      If you would like to take the opportunity to be still and listen to God (without worldly interruptions), we have a need 
for almost every hour to have a second adorer, thereby making less the need for a substitute. It is a sacrifice being Catho-
lic in our world today, you need contemplation and the grace to make you holy. Please call Mary Peterson to sign up at 
(586)979-1469 or (586)738-1154. 
 

Uncommitted Hours 
Monday @ 12 Noon, Wednesday @ 1:00 p.m.,  

Thursday @ 8:00 a.m. and Friday @ 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. 
TAKE TIME FOR PRAYER! 
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St. Rene Mission Statement 
St. Rene Goupil Parish is a Catholic Community, dedicated 
to strengthening the faith and love of its people. Our mission 
is to proclaim that Jesus is Lord, to celebrate His Presence, 
and to reach out to others in His name. 
 
Parish Registration: 

Welcome to all new families/individuals.  Please register as 
soon as possible.  Membership is a condition for the reception 
of the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, First Eucharist, 
Confirmation and Marriage.   
Registration is also required before the parish can issue a 
sponsorship certificate for those asked to be a sacramental 
sponsor.  Registration forms are available in the Parish Of-
fice. 
 
Baptism: 

Baptisms are celebrated the third Sunday of the month at 
12:00 p.m.  A parent preparation class is mandatory. Classes 
are held on the fourth Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  
Call the Parish Office during weekday office hours to register 
for a class. 
 
Penance:  Saturday 3:00 p.m.  Special schedules for Advent 
and Lent. 
 
Marriage: 

Arrangements must be made through the Parish Office at 
least six months prior to the desired wedding date.  One per-
son of the couple must be an active, registered member of St. 
Rene Goupil Parish for six months. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: 

On request or by appointment through the Parish Office. 

 
Weekend Liturgy Schedule 

 
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 
Sunday    8:30 a.m. 
              10:30 a.m.  
                5:30 p.m. 

 
Weekday Mass 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:30 a.m. 
 

Confessions 
3:00 p.m. every Saturday 

WELCOME 
 

 If you have attended Mass at St. Rene and 
would like to become a member, please visit our 
parish office where you can register and discuss all 
of the wonderful ways to grow in faith through 
Christian Service, Worship, Youth Ministry, Out-
reach, Faith Formation, and in our Adoration 
Chapel.  For more information call 586-939-7500. 

 
SAINT RENE GOUPIL 
Catholic Church 

 
35955 Ryan Road  

Sterling Heights, MI 48310 
(586) 939-7500   

Fax (586) 939-7839 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed 12 Noon—1:00 p.m. Lunch 

Friday 9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Steven Koehler, Pastor 
Rev. Joy Chakian, Associate 

Rev. Mr. John Ball, Deacon Emeritus 
Rev. Mr. Kevin Tietz, Deacon 

Michael Novak,  
Director of Evangelization & Education 

Alexander Sunga 
Director of Music 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS & SERVICES 
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