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Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
    We often talk about being a disciple of Jesus. So, I thought it would be helpful to 
write out a little guideline for your prayerful thought. To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is 
more than simply calling ourselves Christiansðit is a way of living each day. Jesus in-
vites us to follow Him not just in word, but in action. Discipleship is a daily commit-
ment to walk in His footsteps and to reflect His love in all we do.  
   One of the simplest and most powerful ways we live as disciples is through kind-
ness. A kind word, a patient response, or a helping hand can change someoneôs day 
or even open their hearts to Christ. In a world often marked by division and harsh-
ness, kindness is a true mark of a follower of Jesus.  
   Discipleship also calls us to prayer. Spending time with the Lord in silence, and in 
the Mass strengthens our relationship with him. Prayer grounds us in Godôs love and 
gives us the grace to meet lifeôs challenges with faith and peace.  
   Through good works, we put our faith into action. Jesus reminds us that whatever 
we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, we do for Him. Whether it is serving at 
the parish, helping a neighbor, or supporting those in need, our good works show the 
presence of Christ in the world.  
   Finally, discipleship means sharing Christ with others. At home, in the workplace, 
or in our community, we are called to witness by how we live. This does not always 
mean speaking about faith directlyðsometimes it is the quiet witness of patience, 
honesty, generosity, or forgiveness that reveals Christ most powerfully.  
   Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is not reserved for saints and scholarsðit is the dai-
ly call of every believer. With kindness, prayer, good works, and a willingness to share 
Godôs love, we continue His mission in the world! 
   This weekend we will have our annual Mission Appeal for Pallottine Missions, Fr. 
Prashanth SAC will be our preacher. I 
would like to suggest everyone consider a 
$5 dollar donation. We will have one col-
lection so please put your sacrifice in the 
envelope provided.  
   Please remember the parish in your 
prayers, especially the sick an the suffer-
ing, your prayers bring them healing, com-
fort and hope! God Bless You! 
 
       
   Fr. Steve   
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PARISH MISSION OF MERCY  
 

Parish Book Drive for  
Pediatric Hospitals  

 
Our parish will begin now through the end of October to collect books for children 
who have Cancer and are receiving chemo therapy treatments. The children will be 
given books to read or to be read during their treatments. Only NEW  books can be 
given to Childrenõs Hospital Pediatric Center. Please donate a book to this most 
worthy cause. Your gifts for the children can be placed in the wooden bin at the 
entrance of the church. God bless you ahead of time for your generosity.   
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Mission Appeal: Fr. Prashanth, SAC ï Sep-
tember 20ï21 at St. Rene Goupil Parish 
 
During the weekend Masses of September 20ï21, 
our parish will welcome Fr. Prashanth, SAC, a 
Pallottine priest, who will be making a mission 
appeal on behalf of the Society of the Catholic 
Apostolate (Pallottines). 
Fr. Prashanth, originally from India, has extensive 
experience in mission work and carries a deep 
passion for spreading the Gospel and serving 
those most in need. He currently serves as Associ-
ate Pastor at St. Maryôs Parish in 
Sandusky within the Diocese of Toledo. 
The Pallottines, founded in Rome in 1835 by St. 
Vincent Pallotti, are a worldwide religious com-
munity serving on five continents. Their mission 
is to revive faith and rekindle charity through 
close collaboration with lay people. They minister 
especially among the poorest, most oppressed, and 
least educated, while also focusing on re-
evangelization and the formation of lay apostles in 
traditional mission territories. 
Your prayerful and generous support will help 
the Pallottines continue Godôs work in mission 
fields across the world. A second collection will 
be taken at all Masses on the weekend of Septem-
ber 20ï21. 
Let us welcome Fr. Prashanth with open hearts 
and join together in advancing the mission of the 
Church. May God reward your generosity abun-
dantly. 
In Christ, 
Rev. Melwin Dsouza, SAC 
Pastor, St. Michael & St. Isidore Parishes 

   
 
   
St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

   
Sophia Salveta 

Thank you to the parishioners who have already 
pledged their support. The ministries, programs and 
services funded by the Catholic Services Appeal help 
in our parish and throughout southeast Michigan and 
beyond. If you are still prayerfully considering your 
sacrificial gift to this yearôs CSA, you may send your 
completed pledge card in the 
pre-addressed envelope you 
received in the mail.  You are 
also encouraged to make 
your pledge and gift to our 
parishôs campaign online at 
GiveCSA.org or you can 
scan the QR code and donate 
to CSA, just make sure to put 
CSA in the note section 
when you submit your dona-
tion online. 

WITH EYES FIXED ON  
JESUS 
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Readings for  the 
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Reading I 
Amos 8:4-7 

 
 
Hear this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the land! ñWhen will the new moon ever 
be over,ò you ask, ñthat we may sell our grain, and the sabbath, that we may display the wheat? We will di-
minish the ephah, add to the shekel, and fix our scales for cheating! We will buy the lowly for silver, and the 
poor for a pair of sandals; even the refuse of the wheat we will sell!ò The LORD has sworn by the pride of Ja-
cob: Never will I forget a thing they have done!  
 
 

 Reading II  
Timothy 2:1-8 

 
 
 Beloved: First of all, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be offered for everyone, for 
kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. This is 
good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God. There is also one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave him-
self as ransom for all. This was the testimony at the proper time. For this I was appointed preacher and apos-
tleðI am speaking the truth, I am not lyingð, teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. It is my wish, then, 
that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands, without anger or argument.  
 
 

 Gospel 
Luke 16:1-13 

 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ñA rich man had a steward who was reported to him for squandering his property. 
He summoned him and said, óWhat is this I hear about you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, be-
cause you can no longer be my steward.ô The steward said to himself, óWhat shall I do, now that my master is 
taking the position of steward away from me? I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg. I know 
what I shall do so that, when I am removed from the stewardship, they may welcome me into their homes.ô He 
called in his masterôs debtors one by one. To the first he said, óHow much do you owe my master?ô He replied, 
óOne hundred measures of olive oil.ô He said to him, óHere is your promissory note. Sit down and quickly 
write one for fifty.ô Then to another the steward said, óAnd you, how much do you owe?ô He replied, óOne 
hundred kors of wheat.ô The steward said to him, óHere is your promissory note; write one for eighty.ô And the 
master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. ñFor the children of this world are more pru-
dent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. I tell you, make friends for yourselves 
with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person who is 
trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very 
small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who 
will trust you with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you 
what is yours? No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to 
one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.ò  

Sunday, September 21, 2025:Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a, 7b)/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13    
Monday, September 22, 2025:Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday, September 23, 2025:Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday, September 24, 2025:Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday, September 25, 2025:Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 9:7-9   
Friday, September 26, 2025:Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday, September 27, 2025:Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday, September 28, 2025:Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1b)/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Luke 16:10-13 

 
Before I was a priest, I was a lazy worker for a retail 

Apple store. Hearing a rumor that my boss was going 

to fire me, I secretly sold iPhones for half-price, gave 

away dozens of free iPads, and donated several brand-

new laptops to managers in other stores in the mall. 

After a week, my boss called me into his office. He 

knew what I was up to. He said I had cost the store 

thousands of dollars. ñReally great work, John,ò he 

said. ñI am going to recommend you to be my assis-

tant manager and double your pay.ò I was amazed. 

 

And so are you. Which is understandable because it 

never happened. How could it? My tall tale is a retell-

ing of Jesus' brow-furrowing parable we hear this 

week. A lazy, dishonest steward defrauds his boss and 

then the ñmaster commended the dishonest servant 

for acting prudentlyò (Luke 16:8). What is the Lord 

saying to us?  

 

Most of us treat our spiritual lives like a lazy teenager 

at an Apple store. We really donôt care. We go 

through the motions. Then, if we are lucky, something 

happens that shakes us to spiritual action; to employ 

whatever time, money, and resources we have to build 

around us a strong network of love. Every saint did 

that. Our Lord is so good he wants us to use his stuff 

to forgive debts and to bless others. He wants us to 

ensure our future. So do it!  

    

ð Father John Muir 

 
 
 
Devotions, Explained! 
The Jesus Prayer 
 

Mini Explanation  
The Jesus Prayer is a short invocation of mercy in the 
name of Jesus: ñLord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.ò Often attributed to the tradi-
tion of Eastern Christianity, its short form makes it 
ideal for meditative prayer. 
 

The Jesus Prayer, Explained! 
The Jesus Prayer is a short invocation of mercy in the 
name of Jesus: ñLord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.ò  
The exact origins of the prayer are unclear, though it is 
often attributed to the tradition of Eastern Christianity, 
possibly via the Desert Fathers (early Christian ascet-
ics who dwelled in Egypt). The prayer has been im-
portant to the traditions of both the Eastern Orthodox 
and the Eastern Catholic faithful. The text echoes the 
words of the publican in the parable from Luke 18:9-
14, whose humble manner of prayer was praised by 
Jesus. Its short form and simple wording make it ideal 
for meditative prayer. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, in paragraph 
2667, highlights the Jesus Prayer, saying that ñby it 
the heart is opened to human wretchedness and the 
Savior's mercy.ò  
 

Detroit Catholic 
Because we no longer have the Michi-
gan Catholic, the archdiocese has an on-
line web news resource. It is called the 
ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit 
Catholic online and subscribe free of 
charge! The archbishop prints his 
thoughts, and records homilies so that 
they can be shared with all of the people 
in the archdiocese! Go to https://
www.detroitcatholic.com 

 

 



 

 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights Page 7 

 
(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï BENEATH THE 
SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini reflection: Jesusô parable of the untrust-
worthy steward sums up all our anxieties sur-
rounding material wealth and the delicate bal-
ance we have to strike of caring for our physi-
cal needs while prioritizing our spiritual ones.  

 

God and Mammon 

 
Dealing with money is unpleasant.  
 
You might be good at dealing with money (I am 
not). You might even do it for a living (I do not). 
You might be careful to use as much of your money 
as you can for good purposes (I try to, but man, 
these skyrocketing grocery prices are killing me).  
 
But ultimately, money does not bring out the best in 
us. We waste it. We manipulate it. We hoard it. We 
become obsessed by it. We let pursuit of it define 
our decisions. Money is something akin to ð it cor-
rupts by touch, it seems. But unlike witchcraft, you 
canôt avoid money altogether. Itôs necessary. These 
dollars and cents keep us alive in this world, for a 
time. We need them for food, for warmth, for health.  
 
Jesusô parable of the untrustworthy steward sums up 
all our anxieties surrounding material wealth and the 
delicate balance we have to strike of caring for our 
physical needs while prioritizing our spiritual ones. 
But the parable reminds us that we canôt escape 
money, just like we canôt escape the world and all 
the barriers forged by this world between man and 
the happiness his Creator intends for him. We could 
retreat to the highest, remotest mountaintop, but the 
human condition would follow us there.  
 
We would still feel doubt. We would still feel pain. 
We would still feel fear. We would still sin.  
 
And we would still be hungry and cold. We would 
still need money.  
 
Money will never be something that is easy to han-
dle virtuously. But guess what? Nothing in this 
world is. And itôs probably best that we remember 
that.  
 

 
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   In todayôs First Reading, the prophet Amos stern-
ly admonishes the unlawful that God will discipline 
those who trample upon the needy and destroy the 
poor of the land!  In St. Lukeôs Gospel, a founda-
tional principle emerges on the topic of riches: one 
cannot serve both God and money. Wealth itself is 
not necessarily bad when used wisely. Christian 
stewards recognize that all gifts of treasure are God-
given and, out of gratitude, give back generously a 
portion of these blessings to God and to those in 
need. Many commentators suggest 5 percent of 
their gross annual income to the weekly parish of-
fering, 1 percent to the Catholic Services Appeal, 
and 4 percent to other charitable Christian causes. 
Generosity can atone for a multitude of sins as God 
looks kindly on a generous giver. Todayôs worldly 
culture reveres money and wealth. Who will you 
choose to serveðGod or mammon? For more infor-
mation on personal finance and Catholic sacrificial 
giving based on Scripture and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, visit WalletWin, Your Catholic 
Money Matters, at https://walletwin.com.  

DONUT  
     SUNDAY  
THIS SUNDAY  

Join us for faith & fellowship  
after the  

10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, September 21, 2025  
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Tuesday, September 23, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
+Dee Mullaney 
 
Thursday, September 25, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
+Ann McCloy 
 
Friday, September 26, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Rose Marie Sobota 
+John & Stella Hyso 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
 
Saturday, September 27, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Jerry Nowakowski 
+Robert Labinski 
+Joan Herbert 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Edwin Wagner 
+Eugene Zielinski 
+Marian & Lottie Kobus 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
+Jean Brian 
 
Sunday, September 28, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+John Wyrwicz (15th R.A.) 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Josephine Martineau 
+John & Irene Sobota 
+Rose Marie Sobota 
Gamy & Corina Sison (Wedding Anniversary) 
+Sam Zappa 
+Rose Zappa 
+Walt Kalcevic 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
 
5:30 p.m. 
+Larissa Robinson 

 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
 
Fixing the Scales 
 
Most people donôt intend on being selfish. The reality 
of selfishness usually lies in the grey shades of our 
decision-making. We would never go out of our way 
to kick a homeless person begging by the highway ex-
it. We would never steal money from our parish col-
lection plate.  
 
But would we drive past the homeless person without 
even extending a thought or a prayer toward his need? 
Would we justify stinginess in time, talent, and treas-
ure because of our own comfort? We all have been 
guilty of transgressions such as these in the past. We 
will fall again in the future. 
 
Most of the evil in this world can be traced back to a 
feeling of entitlement that lurks deep within each of us 
ð a frantic concern for our own good that we find dif-
ficult to shake. The same instinct that compelled Eve 
to reach for the fruit that would give her the 
knowledge of good and evil still compels people to 
focus on what they are owed, on what they have 
ñearned,ò on what they have ñcoming to them.ò We 
are so tempted to fix the scales. We are so tempted to 
keep score. 
 
We would do well to remember that our God is not a 
God who keeps score. He is not a God who acts enti-
tled or who tacks on extra dues, taking as much as He 
can get. He is a God who seats the lowly with princes. 
He is a God who seeks avenues for reconciliation and 
mercy.  
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

 

 


