
 

 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Community 
February 9, 2025 



 

 

Page 2 
 
        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve   
   Inviting a loved one to mass is offering them a gift of faith. Do you have a family member 
who has been away from the Church or has never experienced the beauty of the Mass? In-
viting them to join you can be a wonderful way to share the love of Christ and strengthen 
your relationship with them. Here are some simple steps to extend an invitation with warmth 
and sincerity: 
   Pray first before asking, take a moment to pray for them. Ask the Holy Spirit to open their 
heart and to guide your words with love and gentleness.  
   Extend a simple and personal invitation, a casual, heartfelt invitation can go a long way. 
You might say, ñIôd love for you to come to Mass with me this Sunday. It would mean a lot to 
have you there.ò  Keep it warm and pressure-free.  
   Offer to make it easy, If they are hesitant, offer to pick them up, sit with them, or go to 
breakfast afterward. Let them know they donôt need to have everything figured outðjust 
come as they are.  
   Share, why it is meaningful to you. Your personal experience can inspire them. Let them 
know what Mass means to you and how it has brought you peace, hope, or joy in your own 
life.  
   Be patient and show love, if they decline, donôt be discouraged. Continue to be a loving ex-
ample of Christ in their life. Sometimes, the best invitation is simply living out your faith with 
joy.   
   Bringing someone to Mass isnôt just about attending a serviceðitôs about inviting them into 
a relationship with Jesus Christ. Take a step in faith, and trust that God is working in their 
heart! 
   Would you like help reaching out to a loved one? Our parish is here to support you with 
prayers and resources! I would be happy to send them a personal invitation or call them. 
Sharing your faith is an importation aspect to being a disciple of Jesus, he said ñgo out and 
tell the Good Newsò. When we share our faith, we share Jesus! And remember this, at the 
judgement when some people go before Jesus, he may ask; ñwhy didnôt you ever go to 
Churchò? They can say in all honesty ñnone of those people ever invited meò! 
   Please remember the parish in your prayers, especially the sick an the suffering, your 
prayers bring them healing, comfort and peace. God bless you and those you love! 
 
          Fr. Steve 

Student Spotlight: A Heartfelt Prayer from Seandre Ferrer 
 
Last week, during our collection offering, we received a truly touching prayer envelope from one of our 
5th-grade students, Seandre Ferrer. Seandreôs heartfelt words reflect deep compassion and kindness, re-
minding us of the power of faith and empathy.  
 
Seandreôs Prayer: 
ñDear God, I pray that all people shall prosper in this world of joy and kindness. I also hope that whatev-
er bad experience anybody is currently experiencing, they recover from. In Jesusô name, Amen.ò 
 
Seandreôs beautiful prayer as an inspiration for all of us to uplift one another and spread love in our com-
munity. Let us continue to keep each other in our thoughts and prayers as we strive to create a world filled 
with joy and kindness.  
 
Thank you, Seandre, for you wonderful message of hope! 
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Everyday Stewardship 
The gift of the Mission 
 
Early on in my work in parish ministry, I had to deal 
with a tough human resources situation, letting some 
staff members go and stepping into a role that de-
manded more of my time and energy.  
 
In moments like this, stewardship can feel burden-
some. Things take a turn we didnôt expect, perhaps in 
spite of our best efforts. Maybe more is asked of us 
than we want or feel prepared to give.  
 
But thatôs when we need to remember that steward-
ship isnôt a job that we apply for. Itôs a gift bestowed 
directly from God, the Creator of all, and that can be 
scary all on its own, if we are preoccupied with our 
own unworthiness. What we might want to do is fall 
on our knees like Simon Peter and announce, ñDepart 
from me, Lord ð I am sinful.ò 
 
But what if we stop looking in the mirror and look in-
stead to God? 
 
All those years ago, when I was faced with that minis-
terial challenge, I asked my wife to join me. What 
started as a tough situation turned into a decade of 
shared ministry with her ð an experience I wouldnôt 
trade for anything. It was a burden that became a gift. 
 
We must remember that God knows what He is about. 

In His mercy, He gives us what we need as everyday 
stewards. When God calls out, ñWhom shall we 
send?ò we ð in all our sinfulness ð are allowed to 

cry out ñSend me, Lord!ò And He sends us out and 
behold ð our nets tear with the bounty we harvest in 
His name. 

ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
The theme of answering Godôs ñcallò connects todayôs 
Scripture readings. In a vision, the prophet Isaiah sees 
the glory of God revealed in the Temple and responds 
to the Lord, Here I am...send me! In St. Paulôs First 
Letter to the Corinthian community, he professes his 
unworthiness of Jesusô call: Last of all, as to one ab-
normally born, He (Christ) appeared to me. Following 
the miraculous catch of fish described in St. Lukeôs 
Gospel, Jesus summons Simon-Peter, James, and John 
to follow Him. They do, giving up everything. Are we 
responding to Godôs callðin a spirit of evangeliza-
tion, employing our God-given gifts in prayer, service, 
and generosityðto make disciples of nations? To en-
courage religious vocations, please pray for the 
ñDomestic Church.ò Christ-centered families provide 
fertile ground for vocations. In addition, consider be-
ing charitable with your time and talent to a local Ser-
ra group or you parish vocation committee and, in ad-
dition, read Gift and Mystery, the book Pope St. John 
Paul II wrote on the 50th anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood.  
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Please join us on  
Sunday, February 16th  

for  
Donuts and Fellowship  

in the Social Hall  
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass  

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 5:1-11 
  
My parentsô garage is full of old junk that no longer 
serves any purpose in my life. As a 46-year-old 
man, I admit thatôs pretty lame. Either due to my 
sentimentality or laziness (or both, probably), I just 
couldnôt get myself to throw things away. But a few 
days ago, by a grace of God, I thought: ñIôll hire my 
nephew Ryan to throw a bunch of my stuff away ð 
he couldnôt care less about my junk!ò And you 
know what? It worked. In one day, Ryan chucked 
the majority of his uncleôs useless stuff. I feel so 
free, ready for a new junk-free chapter in my life. 
  
This kind of thing happens in this Sundayôs Gospel. 
Peterôs net is full of useless junk. Luke says he and 
the others are cleaning their nets after catching no 
fish. Imagine them dejectedly and impatiently re-
moving a nasty assortment of seaweed, sticks and 
muck. The Lord teaches and calls them once their 
nets are cleared out. So it goes with us. Spiritual life 
begins by removing that which is useless and mere-
ly taking up space in our hearts, minds and lives. 
Then Jesus teaches and acts in a marvelous way in 
our lives, too. 
  
So whatôs junking up your net? What habits, attach-
ments, possessions, preoccupations? If, like me, you 
struggle to clean your nets by yourself, ask the Lord 
to send you someone like my nephew to be your 
ñPeterò and help you clean it out. It is well worth it. 
Once Peterôs net is clean, he is free to make a won-
derful catch.  
  
ð Father John Muir 

The altar flowers this weekend 
are in loving memory of  

Sparky Klee  
as requested by  

his wife  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

 
 

Mr. Khoa Le 
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Readings for  
The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Reading I 

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 
 
In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the train of his gar-
ment filling the temple. Seraphim were stationed above. They cried one to the other, ñHoly, holy, holy is 
the LORD of hosts! All the earth is filled with his glory!ò At the sound of that cry, the frame of the door 
shook and the house was filled with his glory!ò Then I said, ñWoe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!ò 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, holding an ember that he had taken with tongs from the altar. He 
touched my mouth with it, and said, ñSee, now that this has touched your lips, your wickedness is re-
moved, your sin purged.ò Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ñWhom shall I send? Who will go for 
us?ò ñHere I am,ò  I said; ñsend me!ò   
 
 

 Reading II  
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 
I am reminding you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I preached to you, which you indeed received and 
in which you also stand. Through it you are also being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures; that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. After that, he 
appeared to more that five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are still living, though some have fall-
en asleep. After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one born abnormally, 
he appeared to me. For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective. 
Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me. There-
fore, whether it be I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
  

 Gospel 
Luke 5:1-11 

 
While the crowd was pressing in on  Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake 
of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were wash-
ing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short 
distance from the shore, Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, ñPut out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.ò Simon said in reply, 
ñMaster, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the 
nets.ò When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They sig-
naled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that the 
boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, 
ñDepart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.ò For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized 
him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Si-
mon. Jesus said to Simon, ñDO not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.ò When they brought 
their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him. 
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Sunday, February 9, 2025: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (1c)/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11                        
Monday, February 10, 2025:Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 35c//Mk 6:53-56           
Tuesday, February 11, 2025:Gn 1:20ð2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 7:1-13              
Wednesday, February 12, 2025:Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30/Mk 7:14-23  
Thursday, February 13, 2025: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mk 7:24-30   
Friday, February 14, 2025:Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 7:31-37  
Saturday, February 15, 2025: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13/Mk 8:1-10         
Sunday, February 16, 2025:Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6, (40:5a)/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26 
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Tuesday, February 11, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Betty Eschrich 
 
Thursday, February 13, 2025  
9:30 a.m. 
+Annette Bachiu 
+Donald Trudeau 
Souls in Purgatory 
 
Friday, February 14, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Frances Rozolosky 
 
Saturday, February 15, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
Parishioners of St. Rene 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Eugene & Elizabeth Lopinski 
 
Sunday, February 16, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Peter Formanczyk 
  
10:30 a.m. 
+Nhi Vu 
+Joseph Carpenter 
+David Willick 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Elena Laboga 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Having you ever participated in various trust exercis-
es, where you have to place your faith in others around 
you? Maybe it was falling backwards with your eyes 
closed while the personôs voice speaking to you 
seemed to drift further away. Maybe it was jumping 
from a height into peopleôs arms that didnôt seem 
strong enough to catch you. These activities were sup-
posed to show you the meaning of trust and help grow 
that trust in you for your comrades. Sometimes it 
worked. Other times, some prankster would actually 
let you fall, and then you learned to trust no one. So 
much for building up our ability to trust. 
 
Trust is important, especially in our relationship with 
Jesus. He calls us all the time and asks for us to trust. 
However, because of doubt or a desire to follow our 
own will, we choose to disregard his request. After 
objecting to Jesusô request to lower his net into the 
water, Peter was humbled when he caught so much 
fish that the net began to tear. Peter was a fisherman 
by trade. Surely he knew what the catch was probably 
going to be that day. But Jesus asked him to follow his 
will. Peter wanted to follow his own. Peter realized 
that his trust from then on should be in the Lord. 
Do you sometimes think your generosity will bear lit-
tle fruit? Do you wonder if your surrender to God in 
stewardship living really amounts to much at all? 
Trust in Jesus, the one who calls you to this life. His 
word is truth, and he would never let you fall.  
 
ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

 

. 

 

 



 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for February 15 & 16 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve Fr. Tim 

Lector Barbara Kiernan Rob Wilson Dorothy Arche  Paul Hornung 

Altar Servers Karin Nieto Karin Nieto Eli Wing-Na  

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

L. Youkhana 
G. Labinski 

Open  
Open 

C. Sison 
T. Monteiro 

Open 
Open 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Nick Rieser 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 
Gary Novelli 
Don Sundstrom 
 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Al Gyenese 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
Sharon Olszewski 
Frank Iannotti 

Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
Chrisie Fish 
Chris Norris 
Elmor Monteiro 

Paul Hornung 
Mike Galuszka 
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 

Sacristan L. Youkhana K. Nieto C. Sison Open 

Altar Care Team: 
Friday, February 

14h 
Team  3 

Teresita Bugante 
Helen DeVera 
Ofelia Cunanan 
Divina Divina 
Marietta Martinez 

 
Altar Linen: 
February: 

Theresa Wilson 
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Weekday Liturgy Schedule for January  

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve 

Lector Barbara Wyrwicz M. Peterson L. Youkhana 

    

    

Sacristan K. Nieto K. Nieto K. Nieto 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

M. Peterson L. Youkhana M. Peterson 

Week Tuesday, February 11, 2025 Thursday, February 13, 2025 Friday, February 14, 2025 

If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity at St. Rene 
look no further. We are looking for volunteers for becoming 
a Lector, Sacristan, (Lectors & Sacristans for the 5:30 
p.m. Mass) Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers (both 
Youth and Adults for the Saturday at 4:00 p.m., Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Mass). We are also looking for 
Lectors, Sacristans for our weekday Masses. Volunteers to 

join the watering committee (watering the outdoor plants). Volunteers to help vac-
uum the Church on Fridayôs after Mass. If youôre interested in any of the volunteer 
areas that are listed, please contact the parish office and we will gladly pass your 
information on to the person in charge of the assignments and have them contact 
you. 
Thank you in advance for volunteering!  
God Bless! 
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If you wish to read the bulletin it can be found online 
at Parishesonline.com then search by zip code.  
You can go online to the aod.org/live masses to find 
Weekday and Weekend Masses that can be watched.  

STAY CONNECTED 
 

 I encourage you to sign up for this resource and make 
use of the Bible studies, faith formation opportunities, 
and Catholic movies available. Signing up only takes 
a few easy steps: 
 
1. Visit www.formed.org and click ñSign up.ò 
2. Click ñI belong to a Parish or Organization.ò 
3. Type ñFaith at Home Detroitò in the center box 
under Create New Account. (Youôll see it populate 
from the drop-down menu.) Click ñNext.ò 

4. Enter your first and last name as well as your 
email. 

5. Now youôre registered! You can also download 
the app on you Smartphone. If you need further 
assistance, contact Formed at 
www.help.formed.org or toll-free at 844-367-
6331. 

                    Our Sunday Offering 
                     February 1 & 2 
                   Thank you for your  
                    generous response. 

 
                 God Bless you! 

 

 Please  

Remember  

St. Rene Goupil  

Parish  

In Your Will  
 

You now can donate to St. Rene Goupil using your 
cell phone! Just take a picture of the QR code in the 
gathering space or in the bulletin; it will automati-
cally link you to the St. Rene do-
nation site. Enter the amount you 
wish to donate, card information 
and press the ñPayò button. Itôs 
that simple! We thank you for 
your generosity. 

 
Lemon Chicken 

 
1 1/4 lbs. boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cut into 
smaller pieces 
1/3 c. flour 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. ground pepper 
1/4 tsp. garlic powder 
1/4 tsp. onion powder 
3 tbsp. margarine 
1/2 c. low sodium chicken broth or  
1 tsp. bouillon, dissolved in hot water (can increase 
broth to 1 c. if more sauce is desired) 
3 to 4 thin lemon slices 
 
Place chicken between 2 sheets of wax paper; pound 
1/8 inch thick. Put flour in a plastic bag and shake 
chicken pieces until coated with flour. Melt margarine 
in large skillet over medium heat. Add the chicken, 
sprinkle with seasonings and cook each side until 
golden brown. Add chicken broth and top with lemon 
slices. Bring to a boil, turn down heat to simmer and 
cover pan; cook for a few more minutes until chicken 
is done.  
 

 
St. Rene St. Vincent de Paul 
helps with utility bills, clothing, 
household items, food and in 
certain cases evictions. If you 
know of anyone who needs 
help, please have them call 
(586)718-4523. They do not 
need to be parish members. All information is 
kept strictly confidential.  

 

 


