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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
   When we gather for Mass each Sunday, we take part in the central act of Catholic worshipð
a sacred encounter with Christ in Word and Sacrament. The Mass is composed of two main 
parts: the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Both are deeply rooted in 
Scripture and the life of the early Church, and together they form one unified act of worship.  
   The first part of the Mass centers on hearing and responding to Godôs Word. We listen to 
readings from the Old and New Testaments, culminating in the proclamation of the Gospel. 
Through the homily, the priest or deacon helps us apply the message of Scripture to our daily 
lives. The Liturgy of the Word continues with the Profession of Faith and the Prayer of the 
Faithful, where we express our beliefs and lift up the needs of the Church and the world.  
   This part of the Mass has its roots in the Jewish synagogue service, where the Scriptures 
were read and interpreted. The early Christians continued this tradition, adding readings from 
the apostlesô writings and gathering to reflect on how Godôs Word called them to discipleship. 
It reminds us that faith begins by listeningðhearing Godôs Word and allowing it to shape our 
hearts and actions.  
   The second part of the Mass flows naturally from the first. Having been nourished by the 
Word, we are now invited to the table of the Lord. The gifts of bread and wine are brought 
forward, symbolizing the offering of our lives. Through the words of consecration, the Holy 
Spirit transforms these gifts into the Body and Blood of Christ. In Holy Communion, we re-
ceive Christ Himselfðour spiritual food and strength for the journey.  
   The Liturgy of the Eucharist is rooted in the actions of Jesus at the Last Supper, when He 
took bread, blessed it, and gave it to His disciples. The early Christians gathered each Sunday, 
as the Acts of the Apostles tells us, to ñbreak breadò together in memory of the Lordôs death 
and resurrection. This sacred meal unites heaven and earth and makes present the one sacrifice 
of Christ for all time.  
   Though distinct, the two parts of the Mass are inseparable. The Liturgy of the Word prepares 
our minds and our hearts to recognize Christ in the Eucharist, while the Liturgy of the Eucha-
rist gives us the strength to live out what we have heard. As the Second Vatican Council beau-
tifully teaches, Christ is present in the Word proclaimed and in the Sacrament shared.  
   When we understand the meaning and history of these two parts, the Mass becomes more 
than a ritualðit becomes a living encounter with the Lord who speaks to us, and sends us forth 
as His disciples.  
   Please remember to pray for the parish, es-
pecially the sick and the suffering, your pray-
ers bring them healing, comfort and hope. Al-
so, I want to thank all of you who have raised 
your sacrificial tithe for the support of the 
Church! God bless you! As you well know, the 
cost of everything has gone up! God bless you 
and those you love! 
 
       
   Fr. Steve 

 
St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Harris 
Mr. Trevor Koch 
Ms. Sierra Nagy 
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Readings for  the 
The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Reading I 
Malachi 3:19-20a 

 
 
Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day 
that is coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root nor branch, says the LORD of hosts. But for you 
who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays.  
 
 

 Reading II  
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12  

 
 
 Brothers and sisters: You know how one must imitate us. For we did not act in a disorderly way among you, 
nor did we eat food received free from anyone. On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day we 
worked, so as not to burden any of you. Not that we do not have the right. Rather, we wanted to present our-
selves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us. In fact, when we were with you, we instructed you that 
if anyone was unwilling to work, neither should that one eat. We hear that some are conducting themselves 
among you in a disorderly way, by not keeping busy but minding the business of others. Such people we in-
struct and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat their own food.  
 
 

 Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 

 
 
While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, 
Jesus said, ñAll that you see hereðthe days will come where there will not be left a stone upon another stone 
that will not be thrown down.ò Then they asked him, ñTeacher, when will this happen? And what sign will 
there be when all these things are about to happen?ò He answered, ñSee that you not be deceived, for many 
will come in my name, saying, óI am he,ô óThe time has come.ô Do not follow them! When you hear of wars 
and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not immediately be the 
end.ò Then he said to them,ò Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will 
come from the sky. ñBefore all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand you 
over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my 
name. It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I 
myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute. You 
will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your persever-
ance you will secure your lives.ò 

Sunday, November 16, 2025:Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9 (see 9)/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19       
Monday, November 17, 2025:1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/Lk 18:35
-43  
Tuesday, November 18, 2025:2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025:2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday, November 20, 2025:1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Lk 19:41-44 
Friday, November 21, 2025:1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd/Lk 19:45-48  
Saturday, November 22, 2025:1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19/Lk 20:27-40  
Sunday, November 23, 2025:2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 (see 1)/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43 
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Thank you so much for your generous out-
pouring for the patients in the Pediatric 
Cancer Unit at Childrenõs Hospital. The fi-
nal count this year was 1,355 books! That is 
343 more books than last year! The nurses 
are always so happy to receive these books, 
as they really cheer the children up during  
their chemotherapy.  
 
God bless all of you who gave so generously!  
Theresa Wilson, OFS  

 
(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï BENEATH THE SUR-
FACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini reflection: Love and hate. Hope and fear. 
Death and life. What lasts forever, and what is 
even now passing away before our eyes. To be 
human is to know that these feelings, these reali-
ties, can and often do occur at the same time. To 
be Christian is to know that it means something. 

 

Two Things Can Be True At Once 

 
As my husband and I drove our firstborn child home 
from the hospital, I sat alongside my daughter in the 
backseat. Terrified, exhausted, exhilarated, confused, 
hopeful ð I was all of these things at the same time. I 
gazed at her, this magnificent little creature whose face 
was both familiar and strange to me, thinking: She is 
exquisite. She is the future. She is life. 
 
And then I burst into uncontrollable sobs. 
 
ñWhatôs wrong?ò my husband cried, panicked, glancing 
in the rearview mirror.  
 
ñSheôs ð going ð to ð die ð someday,ò I blubbered, 
choking on my own tears.  
 
ñOhhh, honey.ò Iôll never forget the tone of his voice as 
he clearly debated turning this car around and taking me 
back to the hospital for an emergency psych evaluation. 
ñI think you might be tired.ò 
 
Ten years later, itôs a memory we laugh about. I hadnôt 
slept more than four hours in four days. Postpartum hor-
mones had lain waste to my senses. Here, on the thresh-
old of new life, all I could think of was death. Itôs funny. 
Itôs absurd.  
 
But it also makes a lot of sense.  
 
Love and hate. Hope and fear. Joy and sorrow. Death 
and life. What lasts forever, and what is even now pass-
ing away before our eyes. To be human is to know that 
these feelings, these realities, can and often do occur at 
the same time. To be Christian is to know that it means 
something ð even if we cannot understand what. Not 
yet. 
 
In every moment of his earthly life, Christ shows us that 
two things can be true at once. A virgin is a mother. An 
exile is a king. The temple will be destroyed, and it will 
last forever. The world is ending. The world is begin-
ning. The cross is death. The cross is life.  

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
November 16, 2025  
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 21:5-19 
 
When I was a kid growing up in New England, Iôd 
occasionally go on a whale watch. Once we went out 
with calm waters and clear skies. But on the way back 
in, the sea got rough. I was just a kid, and I remember 
thinking we should turn left or right toward the shore-
line I could see. But the pilot of the boat kept going 
straight ð right into the waves ð focused on a small, 
discouragingly distant lighthouse. Even when it flick-
ered in and out of sight, he stayed the course. He knew 
where he was going. 
That image comes to mind when I hear Jesusô words 
in todayôs Gospel regarding false messiahs: ñDo not 
follow themò (Luke 21:8). In times of chaos or un-
certainty, there are always voices offering easier 
routes, promising false safety, claiming to speak for 
God. But Jesus isnôt found in the loudest voice or the 
nearest shoreline. He is steady, like a lighthouse in the 
storm. 
The tribulation of which Jesus speaks ð itôs real. It 
happened to the Temple, it happened to him, it hap-
pens in the Church, and it will come to each of us. But 
the command is not to panic. Itôs to endure. To keep 
steering toward him. Faith isnôt about having all the 
answers or dodging every wave. Itôs about knowing 
where the lighthouse is ð and trusting it enough to 
keep going, especially when false safety beckons us to 
stop. 
ð Father John Muir 
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Devotions, Explained! 
Advent Wreath 
 

 

Mini Explanation  
An Advent Wreath consists of a circle of evergreen 
and four candles, one for each week of Advent. Three 
of the candles are purple; one is rose, representing 
Gaudete Sunday, a time of rejoicing at the closeness 
of Christmas. 
 

Advent Wreath, Explained! 
The Advent Wreath as we know it today is a modern 
spin on an ancient practice ð or rather, several of 
them.  
 

Christians have always utilized candles to illustrate 
the metaphor of Christ as the ñgreat lightò shining on a 
people waiting in darkness (Isaiah 9:2). Historians tell 
us that pre-Christian societies in Europe also viewed 
candles as symbolic of the coming light of spring, and 
may have used wreaths of natural material along with 
these candles. Traditions and rituals surrounding an 
ñAdvent Wreathò are often thought to have originated 
in the Lutheran tradition in 16th-century Germany. 
Today, Advent Wreaths are a practice embraced by 
most Christians in the Western world. 
 

An Advent Wreath consists of a circle of evergreen 

and four candles, one for each week of Advent. Three 

of the candles are purple; one is rose, representing 

Gaudete Sunday, a time of rejoicing at the closeness of 

Christmas. In Catholicism, Advent Wreaths are 

blessed on the First Sunday of Advent. For Advent 

Wreaths in private homes, it is appropriate for a family 

member to perform the blessing.  

 

 

SOCK  
DRIVE  
 
Itõs time again for our òAnnual Sock 
Drive.ó We are collecting menõs warm 
socks (òNEW socks only!) for the home-
less. These socks will be distributed to 
the less fortunate to help keep their feet 
warm this winter. (Long white tube socks 
are especially needed). There will be a 
container in the gathering area for the 
collection. The sock drive will run 
through the end of November.  
Thank you in advance for your generosi-
ty.  
God Bless!  
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Tuesday, November 18, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Emmanuel Raphael  
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Ninfa Davison 
Souls of Purgatory 
 
Friday, November 21, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Rose Marie Sobota 
+Karin Nieto 
+Ciriaco Ganir (7th R.A.) 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
Saturday, November 22, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Jerry Nowakowski 
+Walter Broski 
+Joan Herbert 
+Mary Jean Calmi 
+Jack McGlinchey 
+Marian & Lottie Kobus 
+Kenneth Wyniemko 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Bob & Karen Brooks 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Robert Crisp 
 
Sunday, November 23, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Karin Nieto 
+Barbara Liwo 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Laura Mastracci 
+Michael Downey 
+Eddie & Ann Filipiak 
+Debbie Waller 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
+Ciriaco Ganir (7th R.A.) 
 
5:30 p.m. 
+Roberto & Aurora Palermo 
+Dr. Isaac Sr. & Amparo Austria 
 

 
 
 

Italian Tuscany Soup 
 
 

1 lg. can cannellini beans, rinsed 
and drained 
2 (14 oz.) cans chicken broth 
1 can water 
1 (14 oz.) can diced tomatoes with juice 
1 lb. or more sweet Italian sausage with fennel seeds 
1 lg. onion, diced 
1 stalk celery, diced 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
2 tbsp. olive oil 
1 carrot, diced 
1 lg. potato, diced 
1/2 pkg. chopped frozen spinach, thawed and drained 
1 bay leaf 
2 tsp. Italian seasoning 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
 
Remove casing from sausage and crumble. Saut® sau-
sage in skillet until color fades. Remove from pan and 
set aside. Add olive oil to skillet and saut® onions and 
celery until soft. Add garlic. Put onion mixture and 
sausage in large pot. Add broth, water and bay leaf. 
Cook to boiling point.  
 
When boiling, add potatoes and carrots. Return to 
boiling for 1/2 hour. Add beans, spices and tomatoes, 
Italian seasoning and drained spinach. Simmer 3/4 to 1 
hour. Serve in bowls with a sprinkle of fresh Parmesan 
cheese.  
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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Todayôs apocalyptic Scripture passages challenge us 
to reflect on the end times. In the First Reading, from 
the Book of the Prophet Malachi, he forewarns of ruin 
for evildoers and healing for the just. St. Paul, in his 
Second Letter to the Thessalonian community, encour-
ages perseverance through toil and drudgery and not 
being busybodies. In St. Lukeôs Gospel, Jesus speaks 
of natural disasters, including earthquakes, famines, 
and plagues, as well as wars, and even persecutions, 
before His second coming. Deepening our discipleship 
in Christ leads to a personal relationship with Him and 
fortifies and strengthens us. Pray daily and attend 
Mass frequently to partake in the Eucharist for 
Christôs strength during difficult times. As Jesus 
states: By your perseverance, you will secure your 
lives.  

Page 9 

 

BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
Eyes On Your Own Paper  
 
ñNation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, fam-
ines, and plagues from place to place.ò 
 
Looking at these words, I have to wonder. Am I read-
ing the Bible or todayôs newspaper headline? 
 
Itôs never easier to despair than when you glance up 
and take a good look at whatôs going on in the world: 
disasters, natural and contrived, wars, resentments, 
rivalries, and divisions. It is almost too much some-
times, isnôt it? The twenty-four-hour news cycle 
doesnôt help. Add social media and itôs enough to 
push anyone into a nervous breakdown. 
 
When you find yourself in this place of despair, re-
member Paulôs admonishment in his letter to the Thes-
salonians. Work quietly and eat your own food.  
 
Itôs not so different from the old ñkeep-your-eyes-on-
your-own-paperò rule of the classroom. Poking our 
noses into other peopleôs business, we may think we 
are getting a shortcut to the right answer, but weôre 
really just getting distracted. When we become too 
preoccupied with events that we cannot control ð 
whether they are happening in our neighborhood or 
half-a-world away ð we are tempted to leave off the 
very specific work God has given us in our own lives. 
We are easily lured into anger, bitterness, and anxiety.  
 
What is the work that God has called you to? Is it your 
career? Your family? Your community? What is your 
food ð what nourishes you, sustains you, connects 
you to something real, powerful, and life-giving? This 
is what you should be concerned with. This is where 
your thoughts and your efforts should be.  
 
Work quietly and eat your own food. 
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Detroit Catholic 

 
Because we no longer have the Michigan Catholic, the 
archdiocese has an on-line web news resource. It is 
called the ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit 
Catholic online and subscribe free of charge! The 
archbishop prints his thoughts, and records homilies 
so that they can be shared with all of the people in the 
archdiocese! Go to https://www.detroitcatholic.com 

 


