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Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
    Sharing the faith with our children, is like planting seeds. Parents and grandparents 
are the first teachers of faith. Long before a child hears lessons in  a classroom, God 
and His Son, Jesus, through the love, words, and example of family. Helping children 
grow in faith does not need to be complicatedðit begins in the ordinary moments of 
daily life.  
   Start small. Teach them to make the Sign of the Cross, say a short prayer at bed-
time, or whisper ñThank You, Jesusò before meals. Little ones delight in hearing sto-
ries, so share Bible storybooks or tell them abut Jesusô kindness, His miracles, and 
His love for all people. Remind them often with simple words: ñ Jesus loves you.ò 
These first seeds planted in young hearts are the beginning of a lifelong relationship 
with God.  
   Children also learn by watching. When they see parents and grandparents pray, for-
give, and attend Mass joyfully, those lessons sink deeper than any words. Living our 
faith with joy and consistency makes it real for the next generation. Every small ges-
tureðlike making the Sign of the Cross when passing a church, or offering a kind 
word to a neighborðshow children that faith is not separate from life, but woven into 
every part of it.  
   Prayer can be part of the rhythm of family life. Pray together for those who are sick, 
for the needs of the world, or in thanksgiving for blessings. Show children that prayer 
is naturalðsomething that belongs not only to Sunday, but to every day.  
   Above all, remember that teaching the faith is not about mentioning rules first. It is 
about introducing children to a loving relationship with Jesus, who talks with them al-
ways. Parents and grandparents are entrusted with this beautiful task of planting and 
nurturing seeds of faith that, Godôs grace, will grow and bear fruit for years to come.  
   Please remember to pray for the parish, especially the sick and the suffering, your 

prayers bring them healing, comfort and 
hope! 
   The mission collection was a great suc-
cess, we collected $2,908.00!!! Thank you 
for being so kind to Fr. KP and the Pallen-
tine Missions. God Bless you and those 
you love! 
 
       
   Fr. Steve 
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A Prayer for Priests 
 
"The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus." - St. 
Jean Vianney 
 
Jesus Christ, Great High Priest, 
You are able to sympathize 
with our human weakness 
Strengthen your priests 
for the work of ministry. 
You healed, proclaimed, and taught. Renew your 
priests 
in their concern for the poor, 
zeal for the Gospel,and personal witness to virtue. 
You instituted the sacraments 
as signs of heavenly grace. 
Make holy your priests 
for this sacred service. 
You bore our sufferings and sins 
 upon yourself. 
May your priests remain close to the 
 broken-hearted. 
Jesus Christ, Great High Priest, 
bring your priests ever closer to your 
 Sacred Heart. 
Amen. 

Bring your Cat, Dog, Snake, Rabbit, or 
whatever you have as a pet for a  

blessing! 
Saturday, October 4, 2025  

11:00 a.m. 
at the Gazebo  

PARISH MISSION OF MERCY  
 

Parish Book Drive for  
Pediatric Hospitals  

 
Our parish will begin now through the end of October to collect books for children who 
have Cancer and are receiving chemo therapy treatments. The children will be given books 
to read or to be read during their treatments. Only NEW  books can be given to Childrenõs 
Hospital Pediatric Center. Please donate a book to this most worthy cause. Your gifts for 
the children can be placed in the wooden bin at the entrance of the church. God bless 
you ahead of time for your generosity.   
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Readings for  the 
The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Reading I 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

 
 
Thus says the LORD, the God of hosts: Woe to the complacent in Zion! Lying upon beds of ivory, stretched 
comfortably on their couches, they eat lambs taken from the flock, and calves from the stall! Improvising to 
the music of the harp, like David, they devise their own accompaniment. They drink wine from bowls and 
anoint themselves with the best oils; yet they are not made ill by the collapse of Joseph! Therefore, now they 
shall be the first to go into exile, and their wanton revelry shall be done away with.  
 

 Reading II  
Timothy 6:11-16 

 
 
 But you, man of God, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. Compete well for 
the faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called when you made the noble confession in the pres-
ence of many witnesses. I charge you before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who 
gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, to keep the commandment without stain or re-
proach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the 
proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable 
light, and whom no human being has seen or can see. To him be honor an eternal power. Amen. 
  

 Gospel 
Luke 16:19-31 

 
 
Jesus said to the Pharisees: ñThere was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen and dined 
sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who would 
gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich manôs table. Dogs even used to come and lick his 
sores. When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also 
died and was buried, and from the netherworld, where he was in torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham 
far off and I Lazarus at his side. And he cried out, óFather Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in these flames.ô Abraham replied, 
óMy child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received 
what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a 
great chasm is established to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side to yours from 
your side to ours.ô He said, óThen I beg you, father, send him to my fatherôs house, for I have five brothers, so 
that he may warn them, lest they too come to this place of torment.ô But Abraham replied, óThey have Moses 
and the prophets. Let them listen to them.ô He said, óOh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will repent.ô Then Abraham said, óIf they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead,ôò 

Sunday, September 28, 2025:Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1b)/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31     
Monday, September 29, 2025:Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5/Jn 1:47-51   
Tuesday, September 30, 2025:Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday, October 1, 2025:Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6/Lk 9:57-62  
Thursday, October 2, 2025:Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12 (458)/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 18:1-5, 10   
Friday, October 3, 2025:Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday, October 4, 2025:Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37/Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday, October 5, 2025:Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Luke 16:19-31 

 
I am embarrassed to admit that I frequently find myself 

dining and socializing with people who have millions 

and sometimes billions of dollars. Iôve eaten more cavi-

ar, lobster and wagyu steak than most people on the 

planet. I justify it by saying itôs part of my job. But I 

have seven pairs of nice jeans and expensive shoes.   

 

So it is rather uncomfortable to hear Our Lord say: ñMy 

child, remember that you received what was good in 

your lifetime, while Lazarus likewise received what 

was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you 

are tormentedò (Luke 16:25). Fellow rich people (and 

if youôre American, youôre rich), do we not vehemently 

though quietly object to this parableôs karma-esque re-

ward system? Why bless the rich man just to curse him 

later? And curse Lazarus just to bless him later? So 

Americans go to hell, while Burundians and Afghans go 

to heaven? What is going on? 

 

One clue is that the condemned rich man doesnôt com-

plain of injustice. Rather, he simply begs to help his 

brothers to repent. Of what? We donôt know exactly. 

Perhaps another clue is that the rich man now seems 

more like the downtrodden Lazarus. He knows what it is 

to be hungry and thirsty, to be wounded in the gutter; 

that he deserved that, not fancy meals and clothes. May-

be the rich man finally understands how to receive true 

blessings, but it is too late for him. But not for me. Not 

for us.  

    

ð Father John Muir 

 
Devotions, Explained! 
The Morning Offering 
 

 

Mini Explanation  
There are many variations of the Morning Offering, but 
all share the same purpose: to begin each day by offering 
oneself to God, along with all the experiences, struggles 
and blessings that the day will bring. 
 

Morning Offering, Explained! 
There are many variations of the Morning Offering, but 
all share the same purpose: to begin each day by offering 
oneself to God, along with all the experiences, struggles 
and blessings that the day will bring.  
The ancient Israelites practiced the bikkurim (ñfirst 
fruitsò) as described in Deuteronomy, chapter 26. This 
was a ritual by which the first fruits of the harvest were 
offered back to God in a sacrificial act of gratitude and 
obedience. The theology behind the Morning Offering is 
similar: giving to God the first moments of each day. 
The most traditional form of the Morning Offering, at-
tributed to Fr. Fran­ois-Xavier Gautrelet, begins ñO Je-
sus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you 
my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day, for 
all the intentions of your Sacred Heartéò A full version 
of this text can be found at usccb.org/prayers/morning-
offering. 

Baptized on Sunday, September 21, 2025 
officiated by  

Deacon Kevin Kietz 
 

Joelle Swayze O. Alcala 
Jewel Mytz O. Alcala 
Atlas Ramon Andrion 

 

http://usccb.org/prayers/morning-offering
http://usccb.org/prayers/morning-offering
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Itôs that time of the year again! Halloween is just around the corner, and Sacred Heart Major Seminary needs 
your help. Each year the seminary community opens their doors and their hearts to over 2000 children from 
the surrounding Detroit neighborhood so that the kids can have a fun and a safe place to play games and trick-
or-treat. But they need your help to make this year a success! They are asking for donations of Halloween 
candy that will then be passed out to the many kids. If you are willing to participate in this important ministry 
by donating bags of candy please drop them off in the wooden bin in the gathering area.  

St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Hauser  

 


