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THE CHILD GREW AND BECAME STRONG, FILLED WITH
WISDOM; AND THE FAVOR OF GOD WAS UPON HIM.
—LK 2:40

THE HOLY FAMILY
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Notes from Fr. Steve

The Feast of the Holy Family is a significant
ularly within the Catholic Church. Observed on the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, or on
December 30th when no Sunday falls within the oc¢
Mary, and Joseph as a model for all/l Christian fa
The for mal observance of the Feast of the Holy
as part of his efforts to uphold the sanctity of
|l enges of the ti me. In 1921, Pope Benedict XV e:
sizing its iIimportance for Catholics worl dwide. T
family as the basic unit of society and a vital
The Gospel readings for the Feast of the Holy F
Joseph as depicted in the Gospels of Matt hew an
Presentation of Jesus in the Templ e, and the FI
faith, obedience, and mutual |l ove that character
The Holy Family I|ived a |ife of simplicity and
their mission, they faced many of the same stru
ences make them relatable and an ideal exampl e f
faith and devotion.
1. Faith and Trike¢ Hml WoRannwalvyer i ngs tpluasn iisn aC
t heme.® Mia{rlBetth it be done to me MJgocscésprhd badi €oc
angelic messagoesspmasdi desus His earthly par
faith that Christians are called to emul ate
2.SacrificiTdhle IFewes:it of the Holy Family wunder s
l ove within families Each member of the Ho
own, exemplifying the selfless |l ove that sh¢
3.Hol iness inTbhai hyddehey@drfse afn Neszws et h r en
sanctity is often cultivated in the ®r dxamf
pl e shows that even mundane tasks and routi
|l ove and dedication to God.
I'n t®@dagr | d, families face numerous <chall enges,
t hat can undermine the traditional family struct
er of the enduring val ufeisl Itehda tf asmisltiaeisn. slttr oinngv,i tf
support one anot&®egui dadceeehk Gbdir journey.
Pope Francis has often highlighted the ifimpbertf an
school of haOman hvasl feesa.st day, many parishes enc«
together and reflect on how they can grow in | ov
The |l iturgical celebration of the Feast of the
that focus on family |ife and the virtues exempl
for the feast asks God to help families imitate
ness in heaven
The Feast of the Holy Family is a profound oppoc
of family 1ife By |l ooking to the Holy Family a:
ments of | ove, faith, and mutual respect in thei
Family, all/l families are called t6& lpgedemestic
and shared with the worl d.
As al ways | ask you to remember to pray for you
ing. Your prayers bring them healing, comfort an

Fr . St eve



HOLY DAY OF OBLIGA
JANUA
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Father Steve
and the Staff of
St. Rene Goupil Parish
wants to wish
everyomne a
Blessed Christmas
and a '
Peace Filled
New Year
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Mary, The Holy Mpoth
(January 1, 2025
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Sunday, Decermhmb&m-2A29, 2 @240P2s3 ;86451 ( see -2,)-2AY 1 k523 41
Monday, Decenibelrn-1320/,P 88 @9264:8/b10/-4& 2: 36

Tuesday, D o&lmblen-2 23/1P, 82 ,9-61211 131/8 n 1: 1
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3 JWJ CATHOLIC ACADEMY ‘J‘
KID’S CORNER |5

DECEMBER 29, 2024: FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY IS A SPECIAL DAY WHERE WE CELEBRATE JESUS, MARY, AND
JOSEPH AS A FAMILY. IT REMINDS US HOW IMPORTANT FAMILIES ARE AND HOW THEY SHOULD LOVE
AND HELP EACH OTHER. JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH ARE AN EXAMPLE OF A KIND, LOVING FAMILY
WHO TRUSTED AND CARED FOR EACH OTHER. ON THIS DAY, WE THINK ABOUT HOW WE CAN LOVE
AND CARE FOR OUR OWN FAMILIES, JUST LIKE THEY DID. THE FEAST HAPPENS EVERY YEAR ON THE
SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. IT HELPS US REMEMBER THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING KIND, LOVING, AND
RESPECTFUL TO EVERYONE IN OUR FAMILIES.

Have everyone in the family draw a picture
of their favorite family activity during the
holidays. Share them with each other.

Just as the Holy Family lived a life of
humility and service, engage in an act of
charity. Volunteer together at a food bank,
visit a nursing home, or help a neighbor in
need. This can deepen your family's sense
of love and compassion.

Watch a family-friendly movie or read a
book that highlights Christian family values
or a story about the Holy Family.
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OH, MY JESUS
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE LUXURIES,
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE FOOD,
THANK YOU FOR THE LOVE.
THESE ARE ALL THE THINGS
I RECEIVE THROUGH MY
“0, HOLY LORD”JESUS CHRIST.

FEAST, HOLY FAMILY, MARY, JOSEPH,
JESUS, LOVING, HELP, KIND, SUNDAY,
CHRISTMAS, REMEMBER, RESPECTFUL,
EVERYONE, SPECIAL, IMPORTANT,
EXAMPLE, TRUSTED, CARE
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OBTAIN FOR US GRACE, MERCY
AND COURAGE. AMEN

IN YOU MARY PLACED HER TRUST;
WITH YOU CHRIST BECAME MAN.
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