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Notes from Fr. Steve   
 
    The Feast of the Holy Family is a significant celebration in the Christian liturgical calendar, partic-
ularly within the Catholic Church. Observed on the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, or on 
December 30th when no Sunday falls within the octave, this feast honors the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph as a model for all Christian families.  
   The formal observance of the Feast of the Holy Family was introduced by Pope Leo XIII in 1893 
as part of his efforts to uphold the sanctity of family life in response to the societal changes and chal-
lenges of the time. In 1921, Pope Benedict XV extended the feast to the universal Church, empha-
sizing its importance for Catholics worldwide. The celebration reflects the Church's recognition of the 
family as the basic unit of society and a vital element in nurturing faith and moral values. 
   The Gospel readings for the Feast of the Holy Family often center on the life of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph as depicted in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Lay passages include the Nativity, the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, and the Flight into Egypt, all of which highlight the virtues of 
faith, obedience, and mutual love that characterized the Holy Family.  
   The Holy Family lived a life of simplicity and humility in Nazareth. Despite the unique nature of 
their mission, they faced many of the same struggles and challenges as any family. These experi-
ences make them relatable and an ideal example for Christian families striving to live lives rooted in 
faith and devotion.  

1.    Faith and Trust in God:  The Holy Familyôs unwavering trust in Godôs plan is a central 
theme. Maryôs fiath (ñLet it be done to me according to your wordò), Josephôs obedience to 
angelic messages, and Jesusô submission to His earthly parents demonstrate profound 
faith that Christians are called to emulate.  

2. Sacrificial Love: The Feast of the Holy Family underscores the importance of sacrificial 
love within families. Each member of the Holy Family puts the needs of others above their 
own, exemplifying the selfless love that should characterize family relationships.  

3. Holiness in Daily Life: The hidden years of Jesusô life in Nazareth remind believers that 
sanctity is often cultivated in the ordinary moments of daily life. The Holy Familyôs exam-
ple shows that even mundane tasks and routines can be sanctified when performed with 
love and dedication to God.  

   In todayôs world, families face numerous challenges, from economic pressures to cultural shifts 
that can undermine the traditional family structure. The Feast of the Holy Family serves as a remind-
er of the enduring values that sustain strong, faith-filled families. It invites families to pray together, 
support one another, and seek Godôs guidance in their journey.  
   Pope Francis has often highlighted the importance of family life, describing the family as ñthe first 
school of human values.ò On this feast day, many parishes encourage families to participate in Mass 
together and reflect on how they can grow in love, unity, and holiness.  
   The liturgical celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family includes specific prayers and readings 
that focus on family life and the virtues exemplified by Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The Collect prayer 
for the feast asks God to help families imitate the Holy Family so that they may enjoy eternal happi-
ness in heaven.   
   The Feast of the Holy Family is a profound opportunity for Christians to reflect on the sacredness 
of family life. By looking to the Holy Family as a model, believers are encouraged to foster environ-
ments of love, faith, and mutual respect in their own homes. This feast reminds us that, like the Holy 
Family, all families are called to be domestic churches, places where Godôs presence is cherished 
and shared with the world. 
   As always I ask you to remember to pray for your parish family, especially the sick and the suffer-
ing. Your prayers bring them healing, comfort and peace. May God bless you and those you love! 
 
           Fr. Steve  
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In Celebration of the  
Christmas Holiday 

the office will be closed  
December 25th  
through 
January 1st 

 
 

For the Solemnity of 
Mary, The Holy Mother 

of God 
Mass will be celebrated  
on Wednesday,  
January 1, 2025 
at 9:30 a.m. 
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 Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
(January 1, 2025) 

 
Todayôs readings evoke the blessings Mary received 
in saying ñyesò to Godôs invitation to be the Mother of 
His Son, Jesus. We, too, are blessed when we say 
ñyesò to Godôs will. In the reading from the Book of 
Numbers, the Lord tells Moses to say to the Israelites, 
The Lord bless and keep you! In his letter to the Gala-
tians, St. Paul reminds us, God sent His Son, born of a 
woman, and sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. 
And in St. Lukeôs Gospel, the shepherds were amazed 
to find Mary and Joseph with the infant lying in the 
manger, just as it had been told to them. Mary reflect-
ed on all these things and what God had given her, His 
faithful servant. As we strive to be faithful stewards of 
Godôs many gifts to us, let us model our lives after 
Mary, our Blessed Mother. 

 
Sunday, December 29, 2024:1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 (see a)/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52                               
Monday, December 30, 2024:1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40          
Tuesday, December 31, 2024:1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18                   
Wednesday, January 1, 2025: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3,5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21      
Thursday, January 2, 2025:1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28       
Friday, January 3, 2025: 1 Jn 2:29ð3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34   
Saturday, January 4, 2025: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42            
Sunday, January, 2025:Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 
Miss Barbara McCleary 

 
Mr. Joshua Schultz 

 
Mr. & Mrs.  Ariel Carraway 
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Readings for  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 
 

Reading I 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

 
 God sets a father in honor over his children; a motherôs authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever 
honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is heard; he 
stores up riches who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, and, 
when he prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father 
brings comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not as long 
as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all the days of his life; kind-
ness to a father will not be forgotten, firmly planed against the debt of your sinsða house raised in 
justice to you.   
 
 
 

 Reading II  
Colossians 3:12-21 

 
 Brothers and sisters: Put on, as Godôs chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a 
grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put 
on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into 
which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the world of Christ dwell in you richly, 
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, be subordinate to your 
husbands, as is proper in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward them. 
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke 
your children, so they may not become discouraged.      
  
 
 

 Gospel 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
Each year Jesusô parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they were return-
ing, the boy Jesus remained in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the 
caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not 
finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the tem-
ple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard 
him were astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished, and his mother said to him, ñSon, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have 
been looking for you with great anxiety.ò And he said to them, ñWhy were you looking for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Fatherôs house?ò But they did not understand what he said to them. 
He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all 
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.  
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Prayer for the New Year 
 
Dear Lord, 
With thanksgiving we entrust our year to You: 
whatever it holds, whoever we encounter, wher-
ever we traverse. What You supply is gift. May 
our comings and goings be aligned with Your 
will. Amen.  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

The topics of family honor and obedience connect 
todayôs Scripture passages. The Book of Sirach 
instructs those who respectfully honor their father 
and revere their mother atone for their sins and in 
turn, store up riches. Those who are caregivers for 
aging parents are also rememberedðtheir gener-
osity is an offering against sin. In St. Lukeôs Gos-
pel, Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Temple af-
ter a frantic three-day search. The evangelist tells 
of their return to Nazareth, where Jesus is obedient 
to them. Pope St. John Paul II emphasized the 
family as the ñDomestic Church.ò Archbishop 
Vigneron also discusses the importance of the 
ñDomestic Churchò in his pastoral letter, Unleash 
the Gospel (see: Guidepost 7, Families. https://
www/unleashthegospel.org). Please pray for the 
faith-filled families, as their discipleship is the 
foundation for vocations to the priesthood, reli-
gious life, permanent diaconate, and other minis-
tries to the Church. 

THANK YOU FOR THE SOCKS!!! 
 

Thank you for your generous donations of socks for 
the homeless. The final count this year was 1,026! 
This is 103 pairs more than last year! The shelters that 
these are distributed to every year are extremely ap-
preciative as they can help so many homeless keep 
their feet warm.  
 
God bless all of you who gave so generously!  

 

Thank you to all our parishioners who so generously 
donated to our St. Vincent de Paul funds for our 
Church calendars.  
 
We collected $824.00 to help our neighbors in need 
 
Thank you again,  
 
George Downey 
St. Vincent de Paul, President 
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Tuesday, December 31, 2024 
9:30 a.m. 
+Giuseppe & Concetta DiStefano 
+Diane Broski (7th R.A.) 
 
Wednesday, January 1, 2025 
+Manuel Yatooma 
 
Thursday, January 2, 2025  
9:30 a.m. 
+Genoveva Paunan 
 
Friday, January 3, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Barbara Borowski (2nd R.A.) 
 
Saturday, January 4, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
Parishioners of St. Rene 
+Felix & Rita Gatt 
+Helen Pomper (Birthday) 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Marlene Breaz 
 
Sunday, January 5, 2025  
8:30 a.m.  
+Mary Carnaghi 
+Sharon Murawski 
+John D. Liwo 
Ed & Margaret Stivers 
Sr. Mary Schmidlin 
+Donato Mercurio 
  
10:30 a.m. 
+Jane Pomper DeHart (3rd R.A.) 
+Christine Laubach 
+Kriemhild Blaha 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene 
 
 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

The Holy Family 
 
As a first-time pastor in a parish, I received a phone call 
one afternoon from a young married couple, ñFather, our 
2-year-old son drowned in our pool this morning. We are 
at the hospital. Please help us.ò I sped over. The little 
boy was gone, his body cold, slightly blue, laid out on a 
bed. His parents were distraught and in shock. For the 
next few years, I walked with the couple along their dif-
ficult and painful road. They openly shared with me how 
they were often tempted to blame and accuse each other 
for the loss. And yet, by Godôs grace, their love for each 
grew stronger and deeper as the years went by.  
 
The Holy Family was not without its pain and loss, ei-
ther. Luke tells us, after losing their twelve-year-old son, 
Joseph and Mary ñafter three days found him in the 
temple area, sitting among the teacherséò (Luke 
2:46). We donôt know specifically what those three days 
were like for them except for what Mary says: ñYour 
father and I have been looking for you anxiously.ò 
The three days of his absence foreshadow his death and 
burial. His finding in the temple is a kind of resurrection 
for his family. They had to learn, again and again, that 
their family was becoming a place where death and res-
urrection was not only accepted but welcomed and cele-
brated. But surely they deeply felt the dangerous agony 
of their loss ð just like every couple who has lost a 
child.  
 
What losses in your experience of family still cause you 
anxiety? In what ways has Godôs presence seemingly 
vanished in your family? Will you keep searching for 
Jesus? Remember, he will rise and be found. Your fami-
ly may be suffering, but when he is found, it will be 
stronger than ever before.    
 
ð Father John Muir 
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Everyday Stewardship 
 
Do you practice good stewardship with your family? 
Stewardship is about more than offerings to a church 
or charity. It is about continually giving of ourselves 
in a way that gives glory to God. Sharing our gifts 
with those in our immediate family honors God and is 
evidence of your gratitude for these people in your 
life. 
 
How can we effectively accomplish this? One way is 
to reflect on how the 6 characteristics of an Everyday 
Steward are present in our family relationships. Are 
we mindful when we are with our family members? 
Do we focus on them and their needs rather than our 
phone or TV? Do we hold up our family in prayer? 
Their concerns should be our concerns. Do we find 
ways to show how grateful we are for having them in 
our lives?  
 
When we find ourselves lacking in gratitude, we 
should reflect on what life would be like without 
them. Do we help one another without being asked 
because we have a gracious heart? It is easy to take for 
granted those we see all the time. Hospitality is not 
just for the stranger or guest. Are we committed to a 
life of stewardship that not only serves as a good ex-
ample, but also helps our relatives thrive? Using our 
gifts without wisdom might mean we have little to 
give to those we love. Finally, do we hold each other 
accountable for our decisions and shortcomings? 
 
We are on the journey of life together, and no one ex-
ists in the Body of Christ alone. Stewardship is about 
the entirety of our lives. Our faith life is not reserved 
to Mass on a Sunday. It all begins and ends with those 
we love. 
 
ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 


