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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
   Over sixty years ago, the Catholic Church experienced one of the most important moments in its 
modern history; The Second Vatican Council, or Vatican II (1962-1965). Called by Pope St. John 
XXIII, the Council was not meant to change the faith, but to renew the Churchðhelping it bring the 
timeless truth of the Gospel to the modern world with fresh energy and understanding. 
   The Council sought what Pope John XXIII called aggiornamentoðmeaning ñbringing up to date.ò 
The goal was to open the windows of the Church so that the light of the Holy Spirit could refresh and 
renew her life and mission. Vatican II wanted the Church to engage the world, not withdraw from itð
to read ñthe signs of the timesò and proclaim Christ in ways that spoke to the hearts of people today.  
 
Major Points of Vatican II  
 

1. The Church as the People of God: 
      The Council emphasized that all the baptized share in the mission of the Churchðnot just  
      the priests and religious. Every Christian is called to holiness and to serve others.  
2. Active Participation in the Liturgy: 
      Vatican II encouraged the faithful to take part more fully in the Massðpraying, singing,                
      and understanding the Scriptures and prayers in their own language.  
3. The Role of Scripture:  
      The Bible was placed at the center of the Churchôs life. Catholics were urged to read,  
      study, and pray with Scripture.  
4. Ecumenism and Dialogue: 
      The Council opened the door to respectful dialogue with other Chrisitan denominations and  
      with people of other faiths.  
5. The Church in the Modern World: 
      Vatican II taught that the Church must engage with social, cultural, and moral issuesðpro- 
      moting peace, justice, and the dignity of every human person.  

 
   When Pope Francis says he wants the Church to be synodal, he is continuing the spirit of 
Vatican II. The word synod comes from Greek, meaning ñWalking together.ò A synodal 
Church is one where all the baptizedðlaity, clergy, and religiousðlisten to one another, 
pray together, and discern the voice of the Holy Spirit as one family of faith.  
   Pope Francis envisioned a Church that listens more than it lectures, that welcomes rather 
than excludes, and that journeys together in humility and hope. Synodality is not a new pro-
gramðit is a way of being Church rooted in communion, participation, and mission.  
   Vatican II called the Church to renewal and dialogue with the world. Pope Francis was re-
minding us that this renewal is ongoingðthat to be faithful to the Gospel today, we must 
walk together, listen to one another, and let the Holy Spirit guide our steps. I am writing 
about this today because the archbishop has begun a synodal dialogue on the restructuring 
of the Archdiocese of Detroit, and its parishes and resources. In the next few weeks, I will 
give you more information when I receive it as this ñSpiritò driven process begins. The goal is 
to create a diocese and parishes that thrive in ministering to Godôs people now and into the 
distant future. Please pray that the Holy Spirit guide us as we journey together in re-
structuring the archdiocese.  
   Please remember to pray for the parish, especially the sick and the suffering, your prayers 
bring them healing, comfort and peace! God bless you and those you love! 
 
           Fr. Steve 
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PARISH MISSION OF MERCY  
 

Parish Book Drive for  
Pediatric Hospitals  

 
Our parish will begin now through the end of October to collect books for children who 
have Cancer and are receiving chemo therapy treatments. The children will be given books 
to read or to be read during their treatments. Only NEW  books can be given to Childrenõs 
Hospital Pediatric Center. Please donate a book to this most worthy cause. Your gifts for 
the children can be placed in the wooden bin at the entrance of the church. God bless 
you ahead of time for your generosity.   
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Readings for  the 
The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Reading I 
2 Kings 5:14-17 

 
 
Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times at the word of Elisha, the man of God. 
His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean of his leprosy. Naaman re-
turned with his whole retinue to the man of God. On his arrival he stood before Elisha and said, ñNow 
I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel. Please accept a gift from your servant.ò 
Elisha replied, ñAs the LORD lives whom I serve, I will not take itò; and despite Naamanôs urging, he 
still refused. Naaman said: ñIf you will not accept, please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads 
of earth, for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any other god except to the LORD.ò  
 
 
 

 Reading II  
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 
 
 Beloved: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my gospel, for 
which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 
Therefore, I bear everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the sal-
vation that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: If we have died 
with him we shall also live with him; if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him 
he will deny us. If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.  
 
 
 

 Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 

 
 
As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and Galilee. As he was en-
tering a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying, 
ñJesus, Master! Have pity on us!ò And when he saw them, he said, ñGo show yourselves to the 
priests.ò As they were going they were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been healed, re-
turned glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Sa-
maritan. Jesus said in reply, ñTen were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has not 
this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?ò Then he said to him, ñStand up and go; your faith has 
saved you.ò 

Sunday, October 12, 2025:2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 (see 2b)/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19       
Monday, October 13, 2025:Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday, October 14, 2025:Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday, October 15, 2025:Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9/Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday, October 16, 2025:Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/Lk 11:47-54  
Friday, October 17, 2025:Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday, October 18, 2025:2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9 
Sunday, October 19, 2025:Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (see 2)/2 Tm 3:14ð4:2/Lk 18:1-8 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 17:11-19 
 
Dorothy Day, the great Catholic activist, doubted 

Godôs existence. At least in her early adult years. But 

something changed when after giving birth to her 

daughter, she experienced an overwhelming gratitude. 

She later described how, as she held her daughter, the 

only appropriate response was a kind of unlimited 

gratitude. She had done nothing to deserve such a gift 

ð this tiny, miraculous life ð but there she was, 

flooded with gratitude, completely undone by the love 

of such a Giver. 

Something similar occurs in Luke 17:19 when Jesus 

tells a healed leper, ñStand up and go; your faith 

has saved you.ò This man had already received physi-

cal healing through his faith. But the moment of an 

even deeper transformation came when he turned 

back, fell at Jesusô feet, and gave thanks. Like Doro-

thy, this manôs gratitude led him to encounter the Giv-

er. 

Isnôt that what we want, too? Gratitude to God has the 

power to break our chains of sadness, bitterness, and 

disenchantment. It empowers us to step out of the pris-

on of self-pity and into the reality of Godôs abundant 

love. It shifts our focus from what we lack to what we 

have received, from what wounds us to what heals us. 

Where do we learn this? The Mass. The priest prays: 

ñIt is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks.ò Always. 

Everywhere. Not just when life is easy. Not just when 

prayers are answered as we expect. Gratitude is not a 

passive feeling; it is an act of faith. In the eucharist, 

we remember that Christ himself has given everything 

for us. And in this act of gratitude, we are healed. 

ð Father John Muir 

                

       DONUT  
                  SUNDAY  

NEXT SUNDAY  
 

Join us for  
faith & fellowship  

after the  
10:30 am Mass 

Sunday, October 19, 2025  
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Itôs that time of the year again! Halloween is just around the corner, and Sacred Heart Major Seminary needs 
your help. Each year the seminary community opens their doors and their hearts to over 2000 children from 
the surrounding Detroit neighborhood so that the kids can have a fun and a safe place to play games and trick-
or-treat. But they need your help to make this year a success! They are asking for donations of Halloween 
candy that will then be passed out to the many kids. If you are willing to participate in this important ministry 
by donating bags of candy please drop them off in the wooden bin in the gathering area.  

 
St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Roselle 
Mr. Nicolas Fooy 

 


