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Notes from Fr. Steve  
  
   This past week on Friday we celebrated the Feast of St. Anthony, so I thought it might be timely to 
share something here about his life and spirituality. St. Anthony of Padua, born Fernando Martins de 
Bulhoes in Lisbon, Portugal, in 1195, is one of the most beloved saints in the Catholic Church. 
Known as the ñHammer of Hereticsò and the ñWonder Worker,ò his life and spirituality continue to 
inspire countless individuals worldwide.  
   Fernando grew up in a wealthy and devout family, receiving an excellent education. At the age of 
15, he entered the Augustinian monastery in Lisbon to deepen his spiritual life and devotion to God. 
However, inspired by the martyrdom of Franciscan missionaries in Morocco, Fernando was moved 
to join the newly formed Franciscan Order in 1220, taking the name Anthony in honor of the Desert 
Father, St. Anthony of Egypt.  
   Anthonyôs desire to preach the Gospel and imitate Christ lead him to Morocco, but illness forced 
him to return. Providentially, his ship was blown off course, and he landed in Sicily, eventually set-
tling in Italy, where his eloquence and holiness would make him renowned.  
   Anthonyôs exceptional talent for preaching was discovered somewhat unexpectedly at a gathering 
of Franciscans and Dominicans. His profound knowledge of Scripture and theology, combined with 
his humility and deep faith, captivated his audience. He soon became a powerful preacher, traveling 
extensively throughout Italy and France to combat heresy, call people to repentance, and bring them 
closer to God.  
   He was so effective that Pope Gregory IX referred to him as the ñArk of the Testament.ò His ser-
mons were marked by clarity, simplicity, and compassion, which made profound theological truths 
accessible to both the educated and uneducated alike.  
   St. Anthony is renowned for the many miracles attributed to him during his life and after his death. 
Stories of healing, protection, and even the restoration of life to the dead surround his legacy. Per-
haps the most famous is the miracle of the mule, where a disbeliever was converted after his mule 
knelt before the Blessed Sacrament.  
   In popular devotion, St. Anthony is invoked as the patron saint of lost items. This stems from an 
incident where a novice who had stolen a book of psalms returned it after being confronted by An-
thonyôs prayers.  
   St. Anthony's spirituality was deeply rooted in the Franciscans tradition, emphasizing poverty, hu-
mility, and charity. He encouraged others to live the Gospel fully, particularly through acts of service 
to the poor and marginalized. His writings reflect a profound love for Christ and a desire for union 
with God.  
   Anthonyôs life exemplified trust in divine providence and a commitment to spreading the Good 
news. He urged his listeners to seek a deep personal relationship with Christ and to allow their lives 
to be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
   St. Anthony of Padua passed away on June 13, 1231, at the age of 36, in Arcella, Italy. He was 
canonized less than a year later by Pope Gregory IX, a testament to his widespread impact. His 
tomb in Padua has become a major pilgrimage site, and he was declared a Doctor of the Church in 
1946 by Pope Pius XII. 
   St. Anthonyôs of Paduaôs feast day on June 13 is a time for Catholics to reflect on his example of 
holiness and dedication to God. His life reminds us of the transformative power of faith, the im-
portance of humility, and the call to serve others with love and compassion.  
   Through his intercession, may we grow closer to Christ and live out the Gospel in our daily lives. 
Please remember the parish in your prayers, especially the sick and the suffering, your prayers bring 
them healing, comfort and peace. May God bless you and your family! 
 
          Fr. Steve 
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Everyday Stewardship 
 
There are close to 7.6 billion people currently on 
earth. That is a lot of people! If you try to estimate 
how many people have collectively been born since 
the beginning of time, a good guess is 108 billion! It is 
hard to contemplate that many distinctly different hu-
man beings created by our God. In the midst of all 
those people, where do you and I fit? Can we really be 
created to make a difference in the world? One can 
feel very small and insignificant when reflecting on 
the numbers. 
 
We render ourselves insignificant when we make the 
mistake of seeing ourselves as being just like every-
body else. However, when looking at the numbers, 
how can one honestly think we are all the same? An-
other way we become insignificant is believing the lie 
that one person in the midst of so many does not have 
the power to make an impact. However, we all spend 
time reading books, watching movies, or listening to 
news about singular people who made all the differ-
ence in some part of the world. Imagine your own 
world without a few key people who have touched you 
and made a difference. 
 
We are all created with unique gifts. We have those 
gifts that have been part of us from birth and those that 
have been imparted to us by the Holy Spirit. St. Paul 
tried to get the Corinthians to understand that reality 
when he explained to them the many gifts of the Spir-
it. Perhaps some of his audience back then thought 
they were insignificant. The message then remains the 
message today: God is counting on you to use what 
He has given you. If you donôt, who will? 
 
ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

We witness Godôs power in todayôs Scriptures passag-
es. In his Letter to the Corinthian community, the 
evangelist St. Paul recognizes that different spiritual 
gifts, forms of service, and workings are derived from 
the power of the one Trinitarian God. These blessings 
are bestowed for the good of the common Corinthian 
community. In St. Johnôs Gospel, Jesus, at His Mother 
Maryôs encouragement , miraculously changes water 
into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, manifesting 
His glory and power. As Christin stewards, we 
acknowledge that all blessings arise from godôs tre-
mendous love for us. In heartfelt gratitude, let us use 
our gifts in prayer, service, and generosity to spread 
the Good News of salvation. Every parish has an un-
limited need for parishioners to help at the food pan-
try, read at Mass, serve on the Evangelization or Stew-
ardship Commission, or volunteer in the school or 
faith formation program. Can your family offer a few 
hours a week in service to the Lord? 

Sunday, January 19, 2025:Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11                          
Monday, January 20, 2025:Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22          
Tuesday, January 21, 2025:Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/Mk 2:23-28            
Wednesday, January 22, 2025:Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6  
Thursday, January 23, 2025:  Heb 7:25ð8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Mk 3:7-12  
Friday, January 24, 2025:Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday, January 25, 2025: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18           
Sunday, January 26, 2025:Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 (see Jn 6:63c)/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-
14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
It Takes All Kinds  
 
ñIf every flower wanted to be a rose,ò wrote St. 
Therese of Lisieux, ñspring would lose its loveliness.ò 
 
Who is God asking you to be today? There is an obvi-
ous answer that springs to mind right out of the gate. 
God wants me to be a good person (a good father, a 
good husband) today; today, God wants me to be a 
saint. 
 
But this answer fails to get to the heart of the question. 
We are all striving today to serve the same Spirit, but 
we are given different gifts to do so. The one who has 
the gift of knowledge may fail if today he decides he 
wants to be a healer. The one who has the gift of 
ñvarieties of tonguesò might falter in the expression of 
wisdom. 
 
Think about the wedding at Cana and the players in 
the scene: the servers, the guests, the bride and groom. 
They all have a unique role to play, and though it is to 
the servers that Mary gives the instruction, ñDo what-
ever he tells you,ò her words apply to all. 
 
Today, are we called to be the servers ð do we wait 
on Godôs instruction and carry it out, no matter how 
foolish or impossible it may seem to our human ears? 
Are we asked to be the disciples, to bear witness to a 
miracle and to give our testimony? Are we called to 
imitate the Blessed Mother herself and give encour-
agement to follow Godôs word? 
 
Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence of 
our hearts to the direction of the Spirit. Then and only 
then, let us do whatever He tells us. 
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Readings for  

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Reading I 
Isaiah 62:1-5 

 
For Zionôs sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalemôs sake I will not be quiet, until her vindication 
shines forth like the dawn and her victory like a burning torch. Nations shall behold your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; you shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the 
LORD. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, a royal diadem held by your God. No 
more shall people call you ñForsaken,ò or your land ñDesolate,ò but you shall be called ñMy Delight,ò 
and your land ñEspoused.ò For the LORD delights in you and makes your land his spouse. As a young 
man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall 
your God rejoice in you.   
 
 
 

 Reading II  
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

 
Brothers and sisters: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different 
forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all 
of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To 
one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another, the expression of knowledge ac-
cording to the same Spirit; to another, faith by the same Spirit; to another, gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another, mighty deeds; to another, prophesy; to another, discernment of spirits; to another, 
varieties of tongues; to another, interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of 
these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes.  
  
 
 

 Gospel 
John 2:1-11 

 
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples 
were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, ñThey 
have no wine.ò And Jesus said to her, ñWoman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not 
yet come.ò His mother said to the servers, ñDo whatever he tells you.ò Now there were six stone water 
jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, ñFill 
the jars with water.ò So they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, ñDraw some out now and 
take it to the headwaiter.ò So they took it. And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become 
wine, without knowing where it came fromðalthough the servers who had drawn the water knewð, 
the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, ñEveryone serves good wine first, and then 
when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now.ò Jesus did 
this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began 
to believe in him. 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
John 2:1-12 
  
A friend invited me to an invitation-only wine-tasting 
event. There were over two hundred varieties of wine. 
Having no idea how to approach such a massive se-
lection, I wandered aimlessly among the tables, sip-
ping this and that. At the end of the evening my friend 
asked if I had tried some of the exceptionally expen-
sive wines. I hadnôt. ñThe really good stuff disappears 
first,ò he said. ñMy man, you missed out on some 
amazing vino.ò I was so disappointed. I wasted my 
chance for amazing once-in-a-lifetime wine. The wine 
I tasted was, well, blah.   
  
Donôt we often feel a similar disappointment in life? I 
missed this or that opportunity. If only I had known. 
Optimism sputters and fades. The glory days are gone. 
The chances, it seems, for the really great things in 
life come and go so quickly. Then they are gone for-
ever. The good stuff goes first. Then life is just blah.    
  
Not so with the Lord Jesus. In Jesusô miracle at the 
wedding at Cana, the steward of the feast 
says, ñEveryone serves good wine first, and thené
an inferior oneò (John 2:10). Thatôs the natural 
downward progression of life. The good stuff disap-
pears quickly. But he says of the groom (who symbol-
izes Jesus), ñBut you have kept the good wine until 
now.ò This is the ever-improving trajectory of the 
realm of Godôs grace. With Jesus, the ñgood wineò of 
divine love, hope and peace gets better as our journey 
of faith progresses. Where are your greatest disap-
pointments? Donôt give in to the lie that the really 
good stuff is gone. Tell Jesus youôve run out. Then 
learn how to taste that amazingly good wine, because 
he saves the best until now.  
  
ð Father John Muir 

  

Page 6 

 



 

 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

 
 

 

Page 7 



 

 

Page 8 St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

 

Tuesday, January 21,  2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Helen Pomper 
+Betty Eschrich 
 
Thursday, January 23, 2025  
9:30 a.m. 
+Annette Bachiu 
+Celi Esmana 
 
Friday, January 24, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Fr. Edward Baumgartner 
+Fr. Ron Kurzawa 
 
Saturday, January 25, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
+Edwin Wagner 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Elena Laboga 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Lottie Roman 
 
Sunday, January 26, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Sharon Murawski 
+Maria Teresa Ferrante 
Janice Podlaski (Healing) 
Robert Urick (Healing) 
  
10:30 a.m. 
+James Reaume Sr.  
+James Reaume Jr.  
+Charles Reaume 
+Stephanie Reaume 
+Wilhemia Reaume 
+Helen Karash 
+Leo Karash 
+Leon Karash 
+Phillip Karash 
+Claude Fedders 
 
5:30 p.m. 
+Louise Hornung 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï DO WHATEVER 
HE TELLS YOU 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
 

Mini Reflection: Sometimes we forget, or 
even refuse, to bring small concerns and in-
conveniences to God because we think we 
should be able to handle them on our own. 
What a ridiculous attitude that is ð as if we 
could handle anything on our own. 

 

Do Whatever He Tells You  
I once ran out of pizza at my kidôs birthday party. 
 
Everyone told me it wasnôt a big deal but come on. 
It was a disaster. I had invited all these people over. 
They showed up with presents and sang ñHappy 
Birthdayò and stood around patiently while my kid 
ripped through his cache of gifts. The very least they 
were expecting was to be fed sufficiently. 
 
Iôll tell you what, I sure could have used the Blessed 
Mother that night.  
 
I love the story of the wedding at Cana because itôs 
such a silly little miracle. I donôt mean to be disre-
spectful ð of course itôs an incredibly important 
moment in Christôs public life. But itôs not healing a 
leper. Itôs not raising the dead. Itôs not even walking 
on water. Itôs saving a young couple from embar-
rassment.  
 
I think sometimes we forget, or even refuse, to bring 
small concerns and inconveniences to God because 
we think we should be able to handle them on our 
own. What a ridiculous attitude that is ð as if we 
could handle anything on our own. Itôs so fitting that 
Mary, ever the observant Mother, is the one to bring 
the matter to Jesusô attention. He asks her what this 
problem has to do with him. She doesnôt answer 
him, because, between you and me, I donôt think 
heôs asking her. I think heôs asking us. All she does 
is tell the waiters what I consider to be the best piece 
of advice in all of Scripture: ñDo whatever he tells 
you.ò 
 
Iôm so quick to throw up my hands and feel sorry 
for myself when I encounter a barrier in my life. 
What I should be doing is taking the matter to God, 
and then doing whatever He tells me.   
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

 

Devotions, Explained!  
The Angelus   
 
Mini Explanation 
The Angelus is an ancient devotion whose practice 
developed over the course of several centuries. It is 
composed of three antiphons that tell the story of the 
annunciation, each followed by a Hail Mary. It is usu-
ally said daily at noon. 
 
The Angelus, Explained 
The incarnation of Christ changed the life of every 
Christian person who ever lived. Reflecting on that 
moment in salvation history is an opportunity for 
grace, growth and peace. Who wouldnôt want that eve-
ry day, or even three times every day? 
The Angelus is composed of three antiphons which 
narrate the annunciation, each followed by the recita-
tion of a Hail Mary (a prayer that itself contains the 
ñangelic greetingò of the angel Gabriel). Its name is 
derived from the first words of the prayer in Latin.  
This devotion was developed over the course of sever-
al centuries and is rooted in the ancient practice of 
saying three Hail Marys in the evening. Historically, 

people were called to prayer by the ringing of church 
bells ð ñthe Angelus bells.ò Most people who recite 
the Angelus do so daily at noon, though it is often said 

in the morning, at noon and in the evening.  

 


