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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve   
 
   In a recent pastoral letter, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron of the Archdiocese of Detroit an-
nounced a strategic initiative to restructure the archdioceseôs parishes into ñfamilies of par-
ishes.ò This plan aims to address challenges such as declining parish membership and a 
shortage of clergy, while fostering a more mission-orientated Church.  
   The ñfamilies of parishesò model will group existing parishes into clusters that collaborate 
in sharing resources, ministries, and clergy. This approach seeks to strengthen parish com-
munities, enhance the quality of pastoral care, and better serve the faithful across southeast 
Michigan.  
   Archbishop Vigneron emphasized that this structuring is not merely a response to current 
challenges but also an opportunity for spiritual renewal. He envisions a Church that is 
ñunleashing the Gospelò by becoming more outward-focused and mission driven. This initia-
tive builds upon previous efforts, including the 2017 pastoral letter ñUnleash the Gospel,ò 
which called for a radical transformation of the Churchôs culture to better evangelize in to-
dayôs world.  
   The archbishop acknowledged that change can 
be difficult but expressed confidence that this new 
model will lead to more vibrant and sustainable par-
ish communities. He called upon all members of the 
archdiocese to embrace this transition with faith 
and to actively participate in the mission of spread-
ing the Gospel.  
   Further details about the implementation of the 
ñfamilies of parishesò model will be shared in the 
coming months, with the goal of fully transitioning to 
this new structure in the near future. Parishioners 
are encouraged to stay informed through official 
archdiocesan communications and to engage in di-
alogue with their local parish leaders.  
   This initiative reflects the Archdiocese of Detroitôs 
commitment to adapting to changing circumstances 
while remaining steadfast in its mission to proclaim 
the Gospel and serve the people of God.   
   In the next month the archdiocese will begin to 
hold meetings to lay their plans for the next year 
and the future of every parish. The priests and par-
ish staff will meet this month. More detailed infor-
mation will be forth coming. If you receive Detroit 
Catholic on the web, you can find detailed infor-
mation on that site.  
   Please remember the parish in your prayers, es-
pecially the sick and the suffering, your prayers 
bring them healing, comfort and peace. God bless 
you and those you love!  
 
        
                        Fr. Steve 
    

Welcome, Archbishop-elect Weisenburger! 

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Edward J. 

Weisenburger, Bishop of the Diocese of Tuc-

son, as the sixth Archbishop of Detroit. The 

archbishop-elect succeeds Archbishop Allen 

H. Vigneron, who has served the archdiocese 

since 2009.   

  
The new archbishop will be installed at a cere-
mony at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament on March 18. Additional details 
about the installation liturgy and other wel-
come events will be shared in the coming 
days.  
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Readings for  

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Reading I 
Jeremiah 17:5-8 

 
Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings, who seeks his strength in flesh, 
whose heart turns away from the LORD. He is like a barren bush in the desert that enjoys no change of 
season, but stands in a lava waste, a salt and empty earth. Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, 
whose hope is the LORD. He is like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the 
stream: it fears not the heat when it comes; its leaves stay green; in the year of drought it shows no dis-
tress, but still bears fruit.  
 
 

 Reading II  
1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 

 
Brothers and sisters: If Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some among you say there is 
no resurrection of the dead? If the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all. Bur now 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
 
  
 

 Gospel 
Luke 6:17, 20-26 

 
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stood on a stretch of level ground with a great crowd of his disci-
ples and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the costal region of Tyre and Si-
don. And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said: ñBlessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of 
God is yours. Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who are now 
weeping, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult 
you, and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! 
Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way. But 
woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are filled now, for you 
will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak 
well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.ò 
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Sunday, February 16, 2025:Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6, (40:5a)/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26                      
Monday, February 17, 2025:Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21/Mk 8:11-13         
Tuesday, February 18, 2025:Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10/Mk 8:14-21              
Wednesday, February 19, 2025:Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:22-26  
Thursday, February 20, 2025:Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23/Mk 8:27-33   
Friday, February 21, 2025:Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Mk 8:34ð9:1 
Saturday, February 22, 2025:1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6/Mt 16:13-19          
Sunday, February 23, 2025:1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 



 

 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights Page 4 

 
 



 

 

        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

 
Please join us this  

Sunday, February 16th  
for  

Donuts and Fellowship  
in the Social Hall  

after the 10:30 a.m. Mass  
 

Page 5 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
6th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
Luke 6:17, 20-26 
  
I craved four things as a teenager: success in sports, 
food, fun and the attention of popular people. Howev-
er, I noticed that as I acquired them, I was more unsat-
isfied than before. So, Iôd strive even more energeti-
cally, achieve more, and the sense of emptiness was 
greater still. These four things started to feel like bur-
dens or even curses. Soon after, I encountered Christ 
in my high school youth group. Experiencing his love 
was totally different than anything those four things 
previously produced. It produced a lasting happiness.  
  
Jesus utters a kind of four-fold curse in this weekôs 
Gospel of Saint Lukeôs ñwoesò: ñWoe to you who 
are richéwho are filled nowéwho laugh nowé
who are well-spoken ofò (cf. Luke 6:24-26).  How 
marvelous that these correspond perfectly to the four 
things that obsessed my teenage soul: riches, food, 
laughter and good reputation. The ñwoesò the Lord 
speaks are warnings: when those things are 
the purpose of your life, youôll be miserable. He is 
saying, ñYouôll be happy, or blessed, in the measure 
that these things do not determine the shape of our 
lives, and the kingdom of God does.ò  
  
To some degree, weôre all spiritual teenagers, addicted 
to one or more of those four ñwoes.ò How splendid 
that the Lord wants his to bless us ð that is, to satisfy 
us, make us laugh with joy, and in the kingdom of 
God, offer us what will truly satisfy us. But first letôs 
admit what is causing our ñwoes.ò   
  
ð Father John Muir 

 



 

 

        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
A common theme of giving gifts connects todayôs 
Scripture passages. In the Book of Samuel, King Saul 
is delivered into Davidôs hands, yet David allows Saul 
to live. St. Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians, 
professes Christ to be the last Adam...a life-giving 
spirit.  By Adamôs sin, humanity is barred from eter-
nal salvation. By Jesusô sacrificial gift on the cross 
and His Resurrectionðthe Good News of Salvationð
He open the gates to the heavenly Kingdom. In the 
Gospel,  Christ proclaims through the evangelist St. 
Luke: Give, and gifts will be given to you...For the 
measure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you. In a spirit of evangelization, Je-
sus knocks daily on the door of our hearts, offering us 
the gift of a personal relationship with Him. Are we 
open to His invitation? In order to deepen our lives in 
Jesus, consider reading Archbishop Vigneronôs pasto-
ral letter, Unleash the Gospel, (https://www/
unleashthegospel.org) and attending discussion ses-
sions offered at the parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Vincent 
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Everyday Stewardship 
 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
When I was a child, I often thought of the Church as 
something mystical and supernatural. I wasnôt 
wrong in my understanding of the Body of Christ, 
for surely the Church has these characteristics. 
However, even though we speak about the founda-
tion of all we are as Church being the ñmystery of 
Christ,ò Jesus became a man so that supernatural 
element could break into the natural world in a pro-
found way. What we once could not see, we now 
see. What we saw as a God in a distant place now 
dwelt among us. It is one of the aspects of Catholi-
cism that I have grown to appreciate the most as I 
have matured: for a Catholic, the supernatural is nat-
ural. The communion of saints is heavenly and 
earthly at the same time. 
 
The Beatitudes instruct us about this reality. Pope 
Francis reminds us that holiness is ñnot about 
swooning in mystic rapture.ò Holiness is about liv-
ing in the real world and doing extraordinary things 
with our ordinary lives. Our stewardship way of life 
consists of actions in the natural world that have ex-
traordinary repercussions.  
 
Do not ever take your simple actions of generosity 
and love for granted. As disciples called to a life of 
stewardship, we participate in something more pro-
found than what we can see. We are blessed to be 
called to follow Jesus, and we bring blessing to all 
those with whom we choose to share ourselves.  
 
ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
 

REQUEST FOR  
2024  

CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENT 

  
  

NAME____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS_________________________ 
  
CITY_____________________________ 
  
ENVELOPE NUMBER______________ 
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Tuesday, February 18, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
FUNERAL 
 
Thursday, February 20, 2025  
9:30 a.m. 
+John Carmilla Garofalo 
Special Intention of Aldrin Trompeta 
 
Friday, February 21, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Matteo Calvitto 
 
Saturday, February 22, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
+Edwin Wagner 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Matthew Barribeau 
+Jerry Nowakowski (2nd R.A.) 
+Walter Broski 
+Evan Gonzales (1st R.A.) 
 
Sunday, February 23, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Angeline Knurek 
+Angelina Testa 
+Lourdes Andrion 
+Lydia Francisco 
  
10:30 a.m. 
+James Reaume Sr.  
+James Reaume Jr.  
+Charles Reaume 
+Stephanie Reaume 
+Wilhemia Reaume 
+Helen Karash 
+Leo Karash 
+Leon Karash 
+Phillip Karash 
+Claude Fedders 
+Walt Kalcevic 
+Rose Zappa 
+Sam Zappa 
+Josephine Martineau 
+David Willick 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 
Planted Near Water 
 
We all know that there are times when life can feel, as 
Jeremiah writes, empty and wasted. There are mo-
ments when we think we resemble a barren bush, 
thirsting in the desert sun. 
 
Thatôs why it is imperative for us to know the location 
of our water source. I promise you, itôs closer than you 
think. God never planted a seed in barren ground. 
 
For me, itôs the Mass. Going to Mass is where I find 
total peace and renewal. I donôt have any great theo-
logical explanation for this ð Mass is simply where I 
can truly rest in God for a time, where nothing and no 
one in the world can touch me. And wouldnôt you 
know it, itôs in the toughest times that I need Mass the 
most ð that my roots stretch harder for that water. 
 
Woe to the rich, says Jesus ð woe to the popular, to 
the content, to the happy. Itôs not because He hates to 
see us smile. Itôs because He knows our humanity. He 
knows our limitations. He knows that when things are 
going really well, we often stop looking for God. 
 
What replenishes you as a disciple, as a steward, as a 
Christian? If it feels far away or hard to reach, why is 
that? How can you bring it closer? 
 
We are all trees planted near water, to yield our fruit in 
due season. Letôs pray for the strength to know where 
our water source is, and to seek it both in good times 

and in bad. 

ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

.(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï IN THE END, DOES 
IT MATTER? 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini Reflection: Jesus was radical in his teach-
ing that the ñstuffò in life wasnôt all that im-
portant. It was radical for him to say that the 
worldly signs of success did not amount to a 
whole lot in the grand scheme of things and that 
suffering could sanctify us. Are we ready to be 
radical, too? 

 

In the End, Does it Matter? 
When I was a teenager, the priest I would go to for 
confession used to tell me, over and over: ñIn the end, 
we all get the same dirty hole in the ground.ò 
 
What he meant was, it doesnôt matter how rich or 
smart or well-liked we are. Weôre all heading to the 
same place. This life comes to an end for every man. 
All the money he earns, all the stuff, all the worldly 
esteem, will at some point be of no further use. We all 
get the same dirty hole in the ground. 
 
It was an important message for me to hear, because at 
the time, it all seemed so important: my after-school 
job and my FAFSA application and my grades. The 
admiration of my friends and teachers. I was so con-
sumed with what I was going to become that I wasnôt 
spending a lot of time thinking about who I was going 
to become. But the who is the only thing that lasts un-
til the next life. 
 
And to be honest, itôs all still too important to me. 
Avoiding sadness and disappointment. Saving money 
and being liked. Focusing on ñthe five-year planò 
when it comes to career, house plans, and a whole 
bunch of other things I canôt take to my dirty hole in 
the ground. 
 
Jesus was radical in his teaching that the ñstuffò in life 
wasnôt all that important. It was radical for him to say 
that the worldly signs of success ð wealth, populari-
ty, pleasure ð did not amount to a whole lot in the 
grand scheme of things and that suffering could sanc-
tify us. It was radical in the ancient world, and itôs 
radical today. 
 
Are we ready to be radical, too? 

 


