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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
   This past week the Church celebrated the Feast of the Guardian Angels. So I thought it 
would be helpful to write something here on the history and presence of the Guardian 
Angels. It is a beautiful reminder that God never leaves us alone. From the moment of 
our birth, He entrusts us to the care of the guardian angel whose mission is to watch over 
us, protect us, and gently guide us toward heaven.  
   Jesus Himself tells us, ñSee that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 
you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly Fatherò (Mt 
18:10). This means that while our guardian angels stand before God in worship, they are 
also at our side, helping us along lifeôs journey.  
   Many of us have experienced times when we felt an unexpected sense of peace, a 
sudden warning, or even protection in a moment of danger. These can be quiet ways our 
angels are at work. I once heard someone share how they narrowly avoided a car acci-
dent after an unexplainable urge to slow downðand they attributed it to their guardian 
angelôs nudge. Stories like these remind us that heaven is closer than we realize.  
   The Church invites us not only to believe in the angels but to call upon them. A simple 
daily prayer, such as ñAngel of God, my guardian dearéò is a beautiful way to remember 
their presence. When we are anxious, tempted, or uncertain, we can quietly ask, Guardi-
an angel, help me.ò  
   As we continue through our busy days, may this feast remind us of Godôs tender love 
and care. We are never aloneðour angels walk with us, pointing the way to Christ.  
   Just a reminder, that October is the month of mercy for parishes to do good works. 
Every parish is asked to do a ñmission of mercyò. Our mission of mercy will be the same 
one we have done in the past several years. We will collect ñnew booksò to be given to 
children to receive when they are receiving chemotherapy. The books are donated to the 
childrenôs cancer unit, at Childrenôs Hospital in Detroit.  

   Please remember the parish 
in your prayers, especially the 
sick and the suffering, your 
prayers bring them healing, 
comfort and strength. God bless 
you and those you love! 
 
     
  Fr. Steve 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
 
How Much Is Enough? 
 
During a conversation about good stewardship of 
money and time, my daughter shared that sometimes 
doing the best thing was so hard for her to do. It was-
nôt always a matter of right and wrong, black and 
white, but a matter of better and best. I began to reflect 
on the truth of her statement. When confronted with a 
decision, we can sometimes be given a choice of good, 
better, and best. We fool ourselves into believing that 
the good choice is not a bad one, so it must be enough. 
However, we have essentially placed a limit on our 
generosity or commitment with our false sense of 
good stewardship. 
 
Jesus calls us in different ways every day. Sometimes 
the cost to us is clear. Yet sometimes there is no clear 
metric. When called to love, how much love is 
enough? When someone needs our time, how many 
hours is enough? When a small gift will bring about a 
positive outcome, what could a larger gift accomplish? 
 
Donôt be fooled by Jesusô teaching of the mustard 
seed. He was speaking to those who were caught up in 
concerns of status, uncertainty of heart, and lack of 
true faith. Jesus taught with parables and then demon-
strated true faith and generosity by his crucifixion. 
Perhaps the mustard seed of faith allows us to move 
mountains and trees so that we may see through to the 
horizon of the cross. In the cross, we find the real met-
ric of love and generosity that is for all who follow 
Him. 
 
ð Tracy Earl Welliver 

PARISH MISSION OF MERCY  
 

Parish Book Drive for  
Pediatric Hospitals  

 
Our parish will begin now through the end of October to collect books for children who 
have Cancer and are receiving chemo therapy treatments. The children will be given books 
to read or to be read during their treatments. Only NEW  books can be given to Childrenõs 
Hospital Pediatric Center. Please donate a book to this most worthy cause. Your gifts for 
the children can be placed in the wooden bin at the entrance of the church. God bless 
you ahead of time for your generosity.   
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Readings for  the 
The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Reading I 
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 

 
 
How long, O LORD? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, ñViolence!ò but you do not 
intervene. Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are be-
fore me; there is strife, and clamorous discord. Then the LORD, answered me and said: Write down 
the vision clearly upon the tablets, so that one can read it readily. For the vision still has its time, 
presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not 
be late. The rash one has no integrity; but the just one, because of his faith, shall live.  
 
 

 Reading II  
Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

 
 
 Beloved: I remind you, to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my 
hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So 
do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your 
share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God. Take as your norm the sound 
words that you heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich trust with 
the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.  
  
 

 Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 

 
 
The apostles said to the Lord, ñIncrease our faith.ò The Lord replied, ñIf you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, óBe uprooted and planted in the sea,ô and it would 
obey you. ñWho among you would say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, óCome here immediately and take your place at tableô? Would he not rather say to 
him, óPrepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You 
may eat and drink when I am finishedô? Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was com-
manded? So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been commanded, say, óWe are 
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.ôò 

Sunday, October 5, 2025:Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10      
Monday, October 6, 2025:Jon 1:1ð2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday, October 7, 2025:Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8/Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025:Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10/Lk 11:1-4  
Thursday, October 9, 2025:Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 11:5-13  
Friday, October 10, 2025:Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9/Lk 11:15-26  
Saturday, October 11, 2025:Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Lk 11:27-28  
Sunday, October 12, 2025:2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 (see 2b)/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time         
Luke 17:5-10 
 
A priest friend of mine received a call from a family 

whose elderly mother was dying. Within thirty 

minutes, he was at her bedside, offering the consola-

tion of the sacraments, anointing her with the oil of the 

sick, and commending her soul to God. She passed not 

long after, and for months, her family spoke of their 

deep gratitude for his presence. When I phoned him to 

commend his faithful ministry, he simply said, ñI was 

just doing my job.ò 

His words brought to mind Jesusô teaching this week 

in Luke 17:10: ñSo you also, when you have done 

everything you were told to do, should say, óWe are 

unworthy servants; we have only done our du-

ty.ôò In a world that often seeks recognition and ap-

plause, the Lord invites us into a different mindset ð 

one of humble service. The priest did not see his re-

sponse as extraordinary; he saw it as a grace to fulfill 

his vocation.  

How tempting it is to seek affirmation for doing what 

I ought to do! Yet Jesus reminds us that true disciple-

ship is not about grandstanding but about quiet faith-

fulness. It is enough to have served. It is enough to 

have loved. It is enough to be grateful that we were 

given the chance to do our duty in the first place. 

Whether in priesthood, parenthood, or any vocation, 

what peace-soaked freedom there is in simply doing 

what is asked of us. No more, no less. Jesus, that is 

how you quietly love us.  

 
ð Father John Muir 

 
 
Devotions, Explained! 
God is Good, All the Time 
 

 

Mini Explanation  
This popular phrase is an affirmation of Godôs faithfulness 
amidst the trials of life, a theme that is presented again and 
again in Scripture: come what may, God will be with us.  
 

Good is Good, All the Time: Explained! 
 

Perhaps you have been a member of a congregation to 
whom the pastor says, expectantly, ñGod is good!ò The 
congregation responds, faithfully, ñAll the time.ò In turn, 
the speaker repeats: ñAll the time.ò And the congregation 
affirms: ñGod is good!ò 
 

A collective affirmation of Godôs faithfulness amidst the 
trials of life, this refrain communicates a theme presented 
again and again in Scripture: Come what may, God will be 
with us.  
 

There is no official consensus on the origins of this saying, 

though it is often associated with African Christianity. 

Whatever this sayingôs roots, its message is truth: ñFor the 

Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth en-

dures to all generations,ò says Psalm 100:5. ñGive thanks to 

the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever,ò 

echoes 1 Chronicles 16:34. Jesus confirms this in Matthew 

28:20: ñI am with you always, even to the end of the age.ò 
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Itôs that time of the year again! Halloween is just around the corner, and Sacred Heart Major Seminary needs 
your help. Each year the seminary community opens their doors and their hearts to over 2000 children from 
the surrounding Detroit neighborhood so that the kids can have a fun and a safe place to play games and trick-
or-treat. But they need your help to make this year a success! They are asking for donations of Halloween 
candy that will then be passed out to the many kids. If you are willing to participate in this important ministry 
by donating bags of candy please drop them off in the wooden bin in the gathering area.  

St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome the 
newest members of our Parish family! 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Romer Taures 
Mr. & Mrs. Ritche Lasaca 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfer Rulona 
Mr. Max Payne 
Ms. Savannah Vu 

 


