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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
   The Feast of the Ascension: Christôs is Christ's return to the Father and show us our mission forward. Forty 
days after His Resurrection, Jesus gathered His disciples, blessed them, and ascended into heaven before their 
eyes. The Feast of the Ascension celebrates this glorious moment when Christ returned to the Father, complet-
ing His earthly ministry and opening the gates of heaven for humanity. This feast is traditionally celebrated 
forty days after Easter, recalling the timeline described in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:1-11). 
   From the earliest centuries of Christianity, believers honored the Ascension as a joyful and hope-filled feast. 
By the fourth century, it was already widely celebrated throughout the Church. The Ascension reminds us that 
Jesus did not abandon His followers; rather, He promised the gift of the Holy Spirit and entrusted His disciples 
with continuing His mission in the world. Before ascending, Christ gave the command: ñGo therefore and 
make disciples of all nationsò (Matthew 28:19). 
   For the disciples, the Ascension was both an ending and a beginning. They no longer walked beside Jesus in 
the same physical way, yet they were now called to become witnesses of His love, mercy, and truth. Strength-
ened by faith, they went forth with courage, spreading the Gospel even in the face of hardship and persecution.  
As modern-day disciples, we are invited to learn several important lessons from this feast.  
   First, the Ascension reminds us to keep our hearts fixed on heaven. In a world filled with distractions, anxie-
ties, and constant busyness, Christ calls us to remember that our ultimate hope is found in God. The Ascension 
encourages us to live with purpose, trusting that Jesus reigns with the Father and remains present with us al-
ways.  
   Second, the feast challenges us to continue Christôs mission here on earth. We are called to be His hands and 
feet through acts of charity, forgiveness, compassion, and evangelization. Every Christian has a role in build-
ing Godôs kingdomðwithin our families, workplaces, schools, and communities.  
   Finally, the Ascension teaches us about trust. The disciples did not fully know what would come next, but 
they obeyed Christ and waited faithfully for the Holy Spirit. In the same way, we are called to trust God even 
when the future seems uncertain. 
   As we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, may we remember that Christ has gone before us to prepare the 
way to eternal life. May we also embrace our calling to be faithful witnesses in the world, living each day with 
hope, courage, and joy.  
   I want to thank all of you who came out to our parish listening sessions, for the re-structuring of the archdio-
cese. I hope that you found the meeting informative and that it answered your questions or concerns on the 
future direction of St. Rene.  
   If you have not given your CSA donation as of yet, please take time to give your vital support. Please re-
member our number of active parishioners is based on your sacrifices to the parish and the CSA. No matter 
what gift you make I encourage you to give generously! If you need a CSA donation card please call the par-
ish office.  
   We have so many people in the parish who are seriously ill, please remember to pray for the parish, especial-
ly the sick and the suffering. Your prayers bring them healing, comfort, and hope. Mat God bless you and 
those you love!  
 
           Fr. Steve 

 
Thank you to the parishioners who have already pledged their support. 
The ministries, programs and services funded by the Catholic Services 
Appeal help in our parish and throughout southeast Michigan and be-
yond. If you are still prayerfully considering your sacrificial gift to this 
yearôs CSA, you may send your completed pledge card in the pre-
addressed envelope you received in the mail. You are also encouraged 
to make your pledge and gift to our parishôs campaign online at 
GiveCSA.org or you can scan the QR code and donate to CSA, just 
make sure to put CSA in the note section when you submit your dona-
tion online.  
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If you or a loved one has 
cancer, please come for 
Healing, prayer and a 
blessing. A Relic of the 
True Cross will be pre-
sent. This service will 
take place in the St. Pere-
grine Garden, in the 
event of bad weather we 
will meet in the Church.  
 

This Sunday 
Sunday, May 17, 2026 

12:00 p.m. 

 
DONUT SUNDAY  

This SUNDAY  
 

 
Join us for  

faith & fellowship  
after the  

10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, May 17, 2026  
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 St. Rene Goupil would like to welcome 
the newest members of our Parish family! 

  
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Casciano 
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THE ASCENSION 
 OF THE  
LORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Where did he go? Many times when we think of those 
who have died, we imagine escape from this world to 
a purely spiritual place. Jesus' Ascension can leave us 
in a place of confusion. What happens to Jesus? And 
why does this matter to us?  
 
The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for 
two millennia. In Jesus' Ascension, we're invited to 
consider our own ultimate end. Regardless of death's 
reality now, we believe in the resurrection of the body 
and the reunification of body and soul. One day, earth 
and heaven will meet perfectly and without end. We 
anticipate this "new heaven and a new earth" at every 
Mass and throughout the beauty, truth, and love of the 
Church and her members. Today, celebrate a fore-
shadowing of the fullness we all await! 
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Tuesday, May 19, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
+Joyce Clashman 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Pat Johnson 
+Chris Vertrees 
+Norma Prall 
 
Thursday, May 21, 2026  
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Judy Durocher 
 
Friday, May 22, 2026 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Mary Hackett 
 
Saturday, May 23, 2026   
4:00 p.m. 
+Marie Forman 
+Kenneth Wyniemko 
+Walter Broski (7th R.A.) 
+Jerry Nowakowski 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Frank Leonardi 
+Frances Ciesniewki 
+Mary Sitto 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Norma Prall 
 
Sunday, May 24, 2026  
8:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro & Seaver Families 
+Betty Eschrich 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+John Daude 
+Mary Hackett 
+Josephine Kuhlman 
+Jessie Ancona 
+Healing for Kimberly Phipps 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene Goupil Parish 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

May 17, 2026  
7th Sunday of Easter  
John 17:1-11a 
  

Not long after my brotherôs first child was born, a beau-
tiful little girl named Mary Elise, I asked him what it 
was like. Was he nervous? Overwhelmed? He said, 
ñWhen I first held her, I was in such shock. I think I just 
said, óI am your dad. I am your dad.ôò That moment 
marked a deep transformation for him. He was not just 
holding a baby; he was stepping into a new identity. 
Over the years, I have seen him live his fatherhood with 
quiet sacrifice, joy, and faithfulness. It started with that 
moment of truth.   
This, I propose, is a glimpse of what Jesus means when 

he prays, ñConsecrate them in the truth.ò (John 17:17) 

To be consecrated is to be set apart in love, not taken out 

of the world. Consecration sends us into it with a new 

identity, always one that binds us to him and to others in 

love. Our bond to Jesus and others is the deep truth that 

he continually renews.  

Whenever we speak deep truths about ourselves, we ex-

perience this renewal: ñI have sinned;ò ñI need help;ò ñI 

forgive you;ò ñI take you as my husband;ò ñI believe in 

one Godéò Whether in confession, in the liturgy, or in a 

recovery group, truth heals and transforms.  

And the deepest truth of all? That we belong to the Risen 

and Ascended Christ. Our lives are no longer just ours. 

We are his and he is ours.   

Name one truth you need to step into more deeply, about 

yourself, someone else, or God. Maybe put it on a note 

on your mirror. Let that truth consecrate you this week.  

ð Father John Muir 
 
ÉLPi 

 
 

Devotions, Explained! 
Hail Mary 

 
 
Mini Explanation  
The words of the Hail Mary ð undoubtedly the most 
recognizable Catholic prayer after the Lordôs Prayer 
ð are deeply rooted in scripture, but Catholics did not 
begin to utilize the Hail Mary prayer in its current 
form until around the 11th century. 
 
Hail Mary, Explained 

The words of the Hail Mary ð undoubtedly the most 

recognizable Catholic prayer after the Lordôs Prayer 

ð are deeply rooted in scripture. The opening lines of 

the prayer are taken from the words of the angel Ga-

briel at the Annunciation ð ñHail Mary, full of grace, 

the Lord is with thee.ò This line is known as the An-

gelic Salutation. The following words ð ñBlessed art 

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb, Jesusò ð echo the sentiments expressed by 

Elizabeth at the Visitation.  

 

The Angelic Salutation is regarded as the earliest de-

votional prayer to Mary, since it forms the very first 

words spoken to her as the Mother of God, but Catho-

lics did not begin to utilize the Hail Mary prayer in its 

current form until around the 11th century.  

 

An in-depth explanation of each line of this prayer is 

provided in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

2676-2677.  

 
ÉLPi 

Sunday, May 17, 2026:Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-2  
Monday, May 18, 2026:Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 16:29-33  
Tuesday, May 19, 2026:Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-11a  
Wednesday, May 20, 2026:Acts 20:28-38/ Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19  
Thursday, May 21, 2026:Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26  
Friday, May 22, 2026:Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19  
Saturday, May 23, 2026:Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn 21:20-25  
Sunday, May 24, 2026:Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24 and 
35, 27-28, 29b-30/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 or, for the Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-
14/Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 (see Lectionary for Mass Supplement, 62) Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1 and 
24, 29-30, 31 and 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23  
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 (PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
 
Mini reflection: We do the best we have, with the words 
that we have, to express who God is. But saying the words 
isnôt enough. We have to take them into the silence of our 
hearts and hold them there, inviting the Spirit to move 
among them. Liberate them. Unleash them.  

 
When Words Fail 
 
I love words (obviously; Iôm a writer).  
 
But sometimes, words are like teeny, tiny cages. They en-
close and confine and restrict our understanding of super-
natural realities that are, by their nature, bigger than lan-
guage. 
 
We do the best we have, with the words that we have, to 
express who God is. We use terms like ñFatherò and ñSonò 
because they are the most accurate. But often, without real-
ly noticing, we give the words too much weight, and we 
find ourselves thinking of Jesus as a human son and the 
Creator as a human father, with all the implications those 
particular words carry for different people. 
 
Thatôs why I love hearing Christ speak to God the Father in 
the Gospels. These one-sided conversations (at least from 
our viewpoint) pull back the curtain just a little on the 
breathtaking intimacy that exists between the two. Our mis-
understandings of their relationship ð framed by our own 
human experience of fathers and sons, of time and place, of 
creation and death ð are shattered.  
 
ñNow glorify me, Father, with you,ò Jesus says, ñwith the 
glory that I had with you before the world began.ò 
 
Before the world began. 
 
In our collective imagination, too often we imagine Jesus 
as being connected ð tethered, really ð to a certain time 
and place: the Incarnation, and all that came after. But letôs 
not get confused: the Incarnation means that the Son be-
came flesh, and dwelt among us. The Incarnation does not 
mean that the Son became.  
 
The Son was. From the very beginning, He was. Begotten, 
not made. Consubstantial.  
 
We say these words every week in the Creed. But saying 
them isnôt enough. We have to take them into the silence of 
our hearts and hold them there. We have to invite the Spirit 
to move among them. Rearrange them. Liberate them. Un-
leash them.  
 
Only then will we understand what words fail to explain. 
 
ÉLPi 

 
 

Virtues, Explained! 
Loyalty 

 
 
 
Mini Explanation  
The virtue of loyalty is closely linked to the virtue of 
obedience, wherein we freely submit ourselves to 
rightful authority. We are called to be loyal to our 
bishops, to Scripture and Tradition, to the teaching 
authority of the Church, and to the Christian way of 
life.  
 

Loyalty, Explained! 
Pope Paul VI, in Ecclesia Suam, considered ñloyalty, 
perseverance and self-sacrificeò to be the distinguish-
ing marks of a Christian in a modern world that in-
creasingly embraces relativism.  
 

ñThe follower of Christ is not pliant and cowardly, 
but loyal and strong,ò he wrote. 
 

The virtue of loyalty is closely linked to the virtue of 
obedience, wherein we freely submit ourselves to 
rightful authority. As Catholics, we are called to be 
loyal to our bishops, to Scripture and Tradition, to the 
teaching authority of the Church (the Magisterium), 
and to the Christian way of life.  
 

Loyalty is distinct from admiration for a person or 
institution, and even from respect. Admiration and 
respect can be rightfully earned and rightfully lost. 
Virtuous loyalty does not swerve from its object, and 
it flows forth from the one who gives it.  
 

ÉLPi 


