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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve   
   As we approach the most sacred time of the Christian calendar, itôs essential to re-
flect on the significance of the Easter Tridium. This three-day period, beginning with 
Holy Thursday and culminating in Easter Sunday, encapsulates the passion, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each day holds profound meaning and offers us an 
opportunity to deepen our faith and understanding.  
   Palm Sunday marks Jesus Christôs triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where crowds 
welcomed Him with palm branches, symbolizing victory and peace. This event signi-
fies the start of Holy Week, reminding us of Jesusô mission as the Messiah and the ful-
fillment of prophecy.  
   On Holy Thursday, we commemorate the Last Supper, where Jesus shared a final 
meal with His disciples. During this intimate gathering, He instituted the Eucharist, 
demonstrating His love through the act of washing His disciplesô feet, teaching humili-
ty and service. Please come to this beautiful mass at 7pm, with adoration following.  
   Good Friday is a solemn day of remembrance and mourning for Jesusô crucifixion 
and death on the Cross. It is a time for prayerful reflection on His sacrifice, which re-
deemed humanity and opened the door to eternal life. The Church often holds solemn 
liturgies and Stations of the Cross to meditate on the depth of Christ's love and suffer-
ing. Living Stations of the Cross 12 Noon. 1 pm Good Friday Liturgy.  
   The Easter Tridium reaches its climax with the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night 
and Easter Sunday morning. The vigil begins in darkness, symbolizing Christ's tomb, 
and culminates in the joyful proclamation of His resurrection. It is a celebration of new 
life and hope, marking the triumph of light over darkness and salvation for all who be-
lieve. Easter Vigil 4 pm. Easter Sunday Mass 8:30 am & 10:30 am. No 5:30 pm Mass. 
   As we journey through Holy Week, let us immerse ourselves in prayer, reflection, 
and participation in the liturgies of the Tridium. May this sacred time deepen our faith, 
renew our spirits, and draw us closer to the profound mystery of Christôs passion, 
death, and resurrection. Please come to all of our High Holy Day Services and cele-
brate your Catholic faith with your sisters and brothers.  
   As always, I ask for you to pray for the parish, in particular for the sick and the suf-
fering, your prayers being them healing, comfort and hope. God bless you and those 
you love.  
 
          Fr. Steve  
    

 
 

       Fridayõs during Lent 
after the  

9:30 a.m. Mass 
and at 
7:00 p.m. 
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LENTEN  
TOWEL DRIVE 

 
 
 

It is that time of year again...time for our annual Len-
ten Towel Project. We will be collecting brand-new 
bath towels and washcloths during the Lenten season; 
from Ash Wednesday until Good Friday. These may 
be placed in the wooden bin near the library. These 
shelters are so appreciative of the help we provide 
every year.  
 
The towels and wash-clothes will once again be dis-
tributed to the Salvation Armyôs MATTS (Macombôs 
Answer To Temporary Shelter) and Turning Point (a 
shelter for abused women and children).  
 
Lent is a wonderful time of prayer and sacrifice. 
Please pray to see if it is in your heart to give a little to 
help these people who need so much. 
 
May God bless you this Lent. 

 

 
Catholics who observe fasting during Lent 

follow these general rules:  
 

1. Fasting ñRequired on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday for Catholics aged 18 to 
59.  This means consuming only one full 
meal and up to two smaller meals that to-
gether do not equal a full meal.  

2. Abstinence from Meat  - Required on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays 
of Lent For Catholics aged 14 and older . 
This means avoiding meat from land ani-
mals (such as beef, pork, and chicken), 
but fish and other seafood are permitted.  

Exceptions are made for those with health 
conditions, pregnant women, manual labor-
ers, and others with special  circumstances.  

DONUT  
 SUNDAY  

THIS SUNDAY  
 

 
Join us for  

faith & fellowship  
after the  

10:30 am Mass 
in the  

Social Hall  



 

 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Readings for  
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
 

Reading I 
Isaiah 50:4-7 

 
 
 The Lord God had given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that 
will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not 
turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did 
not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face 
like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame.         
 
 
 

 Reading II  
Philippians 2:6-11 

 
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found in human appear-
ance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, 
God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   
 
  
 

 Gospel 
Luke 22:14ð23:56 

 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
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Sunday, April 13, 2025:Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (2a)/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14ð
23:56 or 23:1-49 
Monday, April 14, 2025: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025:Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38              
Wednesday, April 16, 2025:Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34/Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday, April 17, 2025:Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21/
Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 (see 1 Cor 10:16)/1 Cor 
11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday, April 18, 2025:Is 52:13ð53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 (Lk 23:46)/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 
18:1ð19:42 
Saturday, April 19, 2025: Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1ð2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 or 
Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 (5b)/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 (1)/Ex 14:15ð
15:1/ Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 (1b)/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 (2a)/ /Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
(3)/Bar 3:9-15, 32ð4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 6:68c)/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 (12a)/
Rom 6:3-11/Lk 24:1-12 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
Palm Sunday 
Luke 19:28-40 
 
ñAs he rode along, the people were spreading their 
cloaks on the road.ò (Luke 19:36) 
 
Consider how useless it is to spread your clothes on 
the ground for a donkey to walk on. The clothes get 
smeared with hooves, and who knows the grimy plac-
es where theyôve been? The animal may leave some 
unsavory presents on them. They may get stolen by a 
thief looking to make a buck. The thorns, thistles, 
rocks and muck of the road will leave stains. The 
clothes may never be useful again, and youôll proba-
bly walk home shivering without your normal cover-
ing. Yet this is precisely the gesture the people employ 
to welcome Jesus and his donkey. Why does this de-
tail matter? 
 
Wastefulness is an essential part of celebration. Con-
sider the unnecessary extravagance of Christmas deco-
rations, confetti and ticker tape parades, baseball play-
ers spraying each other with bottles of champagne af-
ter a victory, birthday gifts for kids and so on. This 
wastefulness signals celebration and therefore partici-
pation in higher identities (as believers, winners, and 
parents, to mention the above examples). Thatôs what 
the wasted cloaks are all about. Those who donate 
their cloaks participate in Christôs kingship in Jerusa-
lem ð and we savor it two thousand years later. 
 
The lesson? Learn how to ñwasteò money, time, 
clothes, and food on Christ. We do this at Mass, but in 
so many other ways, too, like serving the poor, going 
on retreats, and doing prayerful study. When we prac-
tice this holy wastefulness, Jesus will ride into our 
lives and weôll be more deeply members of his king-
dom.  
 
ð Father John Muir 
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Seven Churches Pilgrimage 

Mini Explanation 
 

 
 
The Seven Churches Pilgrimage is the practice of vis-
iting seven different churches on Holy Thursday, in 
imitation of the journey of Christ on the eve of his 
crucifixion, when he asked his disciples to stay with 
him as he awaited his Passion and death. 
 

Seven Churches Pilgrimage, Explained 
The Seven Churches Pilgrimage is the practice of vis-

iting seven different churches on Holy Thursday, in 

imitation of the journey of Christ on the eve of his 

crucifixion. 

 

The devotion is thought to have originated in sixteenth

-century Rome, where pilgrims ð likely led by St. 

Philip Neri ð would visit the seven major basilicas 

there: St. Peterôs in the Vatican, St. John Lateran, St. 

Paul Outside the Walls, St. Mary Major, St. Sebastian 

Outside the Walls, St. Lawrence Outside the Walls and 

Santa Croce in Gerusalemme. 

 

Pilgrims undertaking this journey anywhere in the 

world can visit any seven churches while adoring 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament upon the Altar of Re-

pose, fulfilling his request of his disciples to stay with 

him as he awaited his Passion. There are specific 

Scripture passages that pilgrims can meditate upon at 

each altar.  
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Tuesday, April 15, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Richarde & Nadine Koehler 
 
Thursday, April 17, 2025  
7:00 p.m. 
HOLY THURSDAY 
 
Friday, April 18, 2025  
12:00 p.m. 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
1:00 P.M. 
GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY  
 
Saturday, April 19, 2025 (Holy Saturday) 
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Bob & Camille Keyes 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Steven Herbert 
+Al Napolitano 
+Eugene & Priscilla Zielinski 
+Helen & Leo Wiklinski 
+Mary & Jack Zielinski 
+Jerry Wilinski 
+Stanley & Bernice Barc 
+Nancy Carrier 
 
Sunday, April 20, 2025 (Easter Sunday) 
8:30 a.m. 
+Ronaldo Sales (7th R.A.) 
+Robert Labinski 
David Boni 
+Victoria & Leo Sienicki 
+Earl Quick & Family 
+Clarence Lohn & Family 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Patricia Leonard 
+Nhi Vu 
+William OôNeill 
+Walt Kalcevic 
+Rose Zappa 
+Sam Zappa 
+Emmanuel Raphael 
+Jozef Lulgjuraj 
Living & Deceased Members of DeVera &  
Bonrostro Families 
Melon & Dabao Families 
Chito & Cecilia Rosales 
Moso & Bertulfo Families 
 
 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 
Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 
  
Jesus warns us in the Gospel of Matthew, "If anyone 
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow me." It is an invitation to a 
way of life, and a plan that leads to holiness. But make 
no mistake, it is a warning as well. The cross is a sign 
of victory, but only in light of the Resurrection. Alone, 
it is a symbol of ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of Je-
sus Christ for a fallen world, and the sacrifice we are 
called to make to truly follow him. 
  
The power of this symbol has been diminished in pop-
ular culture. It is often used in fashion and simple wall 
art and on bumper stickers and T-shirts, sometimes 
with Christian clich®s and sometimes not. But the 
cross is something so much more. It is a reminder of 
the pain, suffering, and death of one who loved us so 
much that he would give his very life for us. It is our 
God on that cross. It is God who cries out in despair, 
feeling the ultimate depth of human emotion. And 
there lies the key for us in trying to live this life of car-
rying our crosses. 
  
For those who suffer the death of a loved one, the Fa-
ther lost his Son. For those who suffer the ravages of 
disease, his body was broken, beaten, and pierced. For 
those who feel they have no way out - whether due to 
prisons that are physical or prisons that are of the mind 
- he hung on a cross and cried out, "Why?" For those 
who feel alone and abandoned, he hung on a tree 
where no one could comfort him, not even his own 
mother. He has walked in all our shoes, and now we 
are called to walk in his. In the cross, we find solidari-
ty with the human condition. In an empty tomb, we 
find our hope. 
  
-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Cheesy Potatoes 
 

1/2 cup melted butter 
1/2 cup onionðchopped 
1 can cream of chicken soupðundiluted 
1 can cream of mushroom soupðundiluted 
1 pint sour cream  
5 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
6 lb. pkg. hashbrownsðthawed 
 
Topping: 
1/4 cup melted butter 
7 cups crushed corn flakes 
 
 
Mix butter, onion, and both cans of soup, sour cream 
and cheese. Add potatoes and blend. Pour mixture into 
greased 3-qt. casserole or 9x13 pan. In a bowl mix 
butter and corn flakes. Cover potatoes with topping 
and bake at 350 F for 55 minutes or until bubbly.  
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BULLETIN UPDATE 

 
With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï BENEATH THE 
SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
 
Mini-reflection: Iôm Catholic. Iôm proud of being Catho-

lic. But is that wordless witness really evangelization?  

 

The Stones Will Cry Out 

 

I have a complicated relationship with evangelization.  

 

I donôt think that we (Iôm talking about 21st-century Amer-

ican Catholics here) have had much formation around what 

exactly it means to proclaim the Gospel. We donôt know 

how to do it. We donôt really want to do it. It sounds kind 

of scary and awkward. It sounds like knocking on 

strangersô doors and yelling through the keyhole, ñHave 

you accepted Christ as your Lord and Savior?ò It sounds 

like arguing with friends and family. It sounds like a real 

pain. 

 

Iôm Catholic. Iôm proud of being Catholic. I do my Catho-

lic things in my Catholic house throughout my Catholic 

life. But is that enough?  

 

All Christians are called to ñwordless witnessò in how they 

live their lives, writes Paul VI in the apostolic exhortation 

Evangelii Nuntiandi ð but this alone, he says, is 

ñinsufficient.ò We must talk about Jesus. We must name 

him. We must speak of his life, his promises. We must pro-

claim him.  

 

We must be loud enough that a Pharisee would cringe at us. 

 

And yet ð and Paul VI acknowledges this ð itôs not actu-

ally evangelization if we do it so badly that nobody listens. 

If we ñimposeò truth on someoneôs conscience instead of 

ñproposingò it. If we make the mistake of thinking there is 

one singular way to share Christ with the great variety of 

personalities that exist in this world. 

 

Dear reader, I am running out of column space, and still I 

have no answers for you, or for myself. I donôt know how 

to do it well. But I know we have to try. We have to pray. 

We have to reflect. We have to be patient. We have to be 

humble. We have to remember itôs about him and not about 

us.  

 

Most of all, when we find ourselves confused and retreat-
ing into silence, we must remember Christôs words: ñIf 
they keep silent, the stones will cry out.ò  



 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for April 19 & 20 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve NO MASS 

Lector Dorothy Arche 
Marv Laubach 
Ana Divina 

Barbara Wyrwicz Dori Fooy NO MASS 

Altar Servers Lance Tolentino 
Paul Havern 

Karin Nieto 
Phong Le 

Eli Wing-Na NO MASS 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

L. Youkhana 
G. Labinski 

Open  
Open 

A. Sitchon 
B. F. Sitchon 

NO MASS 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Nick Rieser 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 
Gary Novelli 
Don Sundstrom 
 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Al Gyenese 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
Sharon Olszewski 
Frank Iannotti 

Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
Chrisie Fish 
Chris Norris 
Elmor Monteiro 

Paul Hornung 
Mike Galuszka 
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 

Sacristan L. Youkhana K. Nieto H. DeVera NO MASS 

Altar Care Team: 
Friday, April 18th 
Team  3 

Teresita Bugante 
Helen DeVera 
Ofelia Cunanan 
Divina Divina 
Marietta Martinez 

Altar Linen: 
April: 

Denise Link 

St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights Page 10 

Weekday Liturgy Schedule for April 

Lector B. Wyrwicz L. Youkhana D. Monterosso 

Sacristan K. Nieto K. Nieto K. Nieto 

Eucharistic Minister M. Peterson H. DeVera M. Peterson 

Week Tuesday, April 8, 2025 Thursday, April 10, 2025 Friday, April 11, 2025 

If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity at 
St. Rene look no further. We are looking for 
volunteers for becoming a Lector, Sacristan, 
(Lectors & Sacristans for the 5:30 p.m. Mass) 
Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers (both 
Youth and Adults for the Saturday at 4:00 
p.m., Sunday at 10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Mass). We are also looking for Lectors, Sacris-

tans for our weekday Masses. Volunteers to join the watering committee 
(watering the outdoor plants). Volunteers to help vacuum the Church on 
Fridayôs after Mass. If youôre interested in any of the volunteer areas 
that are listed, please contact the parish office and we will gladly pass 
your information on to the person in charge of the assignments and have 
them contact you. 
Thank you in advance for volunteering!  
God Bless! 

Church Vacuuming : 
Friday, April 18th 

OPEN 

Holy Thursday, April 17, 2025  
Mass of the Lords Supper at 7:00 
p.m.  
Lector: Mike Novak 

Good Friday, April 18, 2025  
Stations of the Cross at 12:00 Noon 
Good Friday Liturgy at 1:00 p.m. 
Lectors: Dorothy Arche 
                Marv Laubach 


