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Introduction

This presentation focuses on the crucial partnerships between colleges of nursing 
students and community agencies, detailing the benefits and strategies for 
collaboration, along with ways to initiate a collaboration.

Upon completion of this presentation participants will be able to:

1. Identify partnership opportunities for nursing students and community 
agencies.

2. Understand how to initiate a student-agency partnership.



Two-fold Purpose

Through partnerships with community 
agencies, nursing students gain 
practical, hands-on experience that 
enhances their clinical skills and 
understanding of patient care. This real-
world application of their education 
helps bridge the gap between theory 
and practice, preparing them for future 
roles in healthcare.

Through partnerships with nursing 
students, community agencies can 
leverage the knowledge of not only 
students but of faculty as well.  This can 
ensure that information presented is up 
to date and is research based, which can 
improve the overall health of the 
community.



Community health improvement

These partnerships contribute significantly to 
community health by addressing local needs and 
concerns. Nursing students can identify and 
educate regarding the Healthy People 2030 
initiatives while considering how the Social 
Determinants of Health can affect the attainment 
of these goals.



Resource sharing 
and support
Partnerships between nursing students and 
community agencies facilitate resource sharing, such 
as educational materials, training facilities, and 
healthcare tools. This shared access promotes efficient 
use of resources and enhances the quality of services 
provided to the community. It also allows nursing 
students to learn about resource management and 
budgetary challenges in healthcare.



Communication 
practices
Effective communication is vital for successful 
partnerships. Establishing clear lines of 
communication between nursing programs and 
community agencies ensures that goals are aligned 
and expectations are met. Regular meetings and 
updates can foster collaboration and build trust 
among stakeholders.



Joint program development

Collaboration can lead to the development of 
joint programs that address specific community 
needs. Colleges of Nursing and community 
agencies can co-create initiatives such as health 
fairs, vaccination drives, and wellness workshops, 
which provide invaluable learning experiences for 
students while benefiting the community.

Students also create projects as a class 
assignment that could also be implemented if 
applicable.



Collaboration Possibilities

02

1. Community education programs such as parenting classes, smoking cessation, or 
understanding your health condition.

2. Community events such as health fairs, screenings for various conditions, or 
vaccine clinics.

3. Interactive classes such as medication self-administration, healthy living, or basic 
care and hygiene. 



Feedback and evaluation 
mechanisms

To ensure that partnerships are successful 
and sustainable, it is crucial to have feedback 
and evaluation mechanisms in place. 
Collecting input from nursing students, 
agency staff, and community members can 
help assess the effectiveness of programs and 
identify areas for improvement. This 
reflective approach strengthens partnerships 
and enhances service delivery.



Conclusions

Building strong partnerships between nursing 
students and community agencies is essential for 
enriching educational experiences and enhancing 
community health. Through effective 
collaboration, both students and communities 
benefit, leading to a more capable nursing 
workforce and improved health outcomes.



Thank you!

Any questions?

melissa.foster@uah.edu

256-565-5803
0
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