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My goal for the 2026 – 2027 year for Gifts to the Yanks is remind everyone what the program is and create a new passion for it in Oklahoma.  Unfortunately, this program has lost its strength in the passing years.
During World War II, Comedian Eddie Cantor started a fundraising effort to provide Christmas gifts for American Military Personnel hospitalized in England because of the War. His national project was called “Give to a Yank Who Gave,” which precedes the program now named “Gifts for Yanks (GFY).”
El Reno High School began participating in 1945 and has continuously participated every year since.  Even during the Pandemic when they could not enter the hospital to personally hand out gifts.  The Pandemic could not prevent the enthusiasm for the program from taking place, it just looked a little different than any other year.  The students went to the OKC VA Hospital and took up residence outside of the entrance to the hospital and greeted veterans and their families outside and handed out gifts.   Of course, with the ever-present masks of the time.
I am from El Reno Unit 34 where our high school, El Reno High (EHS), has continuously participated in the Gifts to the Yanks program continuously for 81 years this year.  EHS is my Alma Mater, and I remember participating in the program during my time in high school.  I can remember the fun had fundraising, shopping, wrapping and delivering gifts to the OKC VA hospital (our high school’s chosen facility).  More importantly, I remember visiting with Veterans in hospital and the looks on their faces when they realize what we are doing there.  Some patients in the hospital did not have families to visit, let alone receive a Christmas gift from.  The EHS choir also attends each year and sings Christmas Carols throughout the halls.  It definitely adds some Christmas spirit throughout the hospital.
It is my wish for the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Oklahoma, revitalizes this program across our state.  It doesn’t have to be in conjunction with a local high school.  It could just be a Unit reaching out to a long term care facility or hospital in their area and inquiring of the needs of Veteran residents/patients.  Imagine being in a hospital or a nursing facility with no family close to visit you.  Now imagine it is Christmas and you are in there.  It can be a depressing situation.  But when you walk into a veterans room with Christmas spirit and a gift, the whole scenario changes for them.  Their eyes light up, their whole demeanor changes.  They realize they are not forgotten.  And they begin to heal.  Maybe even enough to go home.
	If you are interested in starting a program, please reach out to me.  I would be happy to help you put together a program.  Or if you’d just like to make a donation to the program, reach out to me.

Lena Schweitzer   405-919-1786   quetina@cox.net
