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What Is the Salute to 
Servicemembers Award?
• National award honoring one enlisted 

servicemember (E1–E9) from each 
branch.

• Seven awards total: Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, Space 
Force, National Guard/Reserve.

• Recognizes excellence in military 
service and community service.

The Salute to Servicemembers Award is a national honor presented annually to one 
enlisted servicemember, from ranks E1 to E9, in each branch of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. In total, there are seven awards. We hope this will be the year we recognize a 
representative from every branch, including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Space Force, and the National Guard/Reserve.

These honorees represent the very best of military excellence and community 
service. They embody our mission of Service, Not Self. 
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Who Can Nominate?

Any ALA Member, Unit, or Department!

No Department approval required!

No need to wait for convention!

Simply tell the nominee’s story!

One of the most empowering parts of this program is that any ALA Member, Unit or 
Department can submit a nomination.
You don’t need Department approval.
You don’t need to wait for convention.
You simply need to tell the servicemember’s story.
This open process helps us reach more deserving nominees across the country. 
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What’s Required?

Online Nomination Form

Narrative up to 1,000 words describing military and 
community service.

Photo of the servicemember (preferably in uniform).

Endorsement from someone in their command group.

A complete nomination includes four simple components:

First, your online nomination form.  

Second, a narrative — up to 1,000 words — describing the servicemember’s military 
achievements and their community service.

Third, a photo of the nominee in UNIFORM, preferably an official DoD photo.

And fourth, an endorsement from someone in their command group. 
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Nomination Form 
https://member.legion-aux.org/Salute-to-Servicemembers-Award-Form

All nominations must be submitted online using the official ALA nomination form. 
This form allows you to upload the narrative, photo, and endorsement directly. The 
Nomination form may be accessed in the American Legion Auxiliary Membership 
Portal by logging in and navigating to: Committees, then Awards and Reporting, and 
Salute to Servicemembers. You will then select the Blue Nomination Form box at the 
top of the page.

If you haven’t used the form before, you’ll find it very user-friendly. If you need 
assistance, the National Security Committee is here to support you. 

2/5/2026

4



5

A Community 
of Volunteers 

Serving Veterans, 
Military, 

and their Families

Example 
Narrative: 
Share their 
stories of 
service 
and 
community 
impact!

The narrative is the heart of the nomination.
This is where you tell the servicemember’s story — their service, their impact, their 
heart for their community.
Share specific examples, highlight their dedication, and help the committee 
understand why this individual stands out among their peers. 
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Example Photo’s

A clear and professional photo is essential for the review committee to connect a face 
with the story. The service member must be in uniform, and it is preferred that the 
photo is an official Department of Defense (DOD) photo. 
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The endorsement letter should provide concise, yet comprehensive confirmation of 
the nominee's character, performance, and leadership qualities as observed from 
their command. Endorsements are routine in the military, so nominees can easily 
obtain them through their chain of command.  

The Endorsement and the Photo are two areas in the process where you will need to 
rely on the nominee for assistance in acquiring.  The servicemember will know their 
command chain and how to facilitate a request for a letter of endorsement.  You may 
need to provide them with information on the award, such as its purpose and 
background. 
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Deadline & Goals

Deadline: June 1, 2026 Goal: At least one 
nomination from every 

Department!

Aim for representation 
from all branches, 

including Space Force!

The deadline for submissions is June 1, 2026.
Our goals this year are ambitious:
We want at least one nomination from every Department, representation from all 
seven branches, and — for the first time ever — a nomination from the United States 
Space Force.
With your help, we can make that happen. 
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Recognition & Call to Action

Recipients honored at 
the 2026 ALA National 

Convention in 
Louisville, KY. 

Honorees will be 
invited to speak to the 

general assembly.

Remember to identify 
servicemembers who 
serve with heart and 

humility.

Reach out to members 
and communities; 
everybody knows 

someone who serves in 
the military.

Begin drafting 
nominations now!

Help us secure the first-
ever Space Force 

nomination!

Recipients of the Salute to Servicemembers Award are honored at the American 
Legion Auxiliary’s National Convention.  This year's National Convention will be held 
in Louisville, KY.  August 28th – September 3rd. 
Honorees are invited to attend as guests, recognized on stage, and given the 
opportunity to speak to the general assembly.
It’s a moment of pride for them, their families, and for all of us who support their 
service.

Furthermore, the American Legion Auxiliary understands commitment to service and 
obligations that may prevent the service member from attending the convention do 
not exclude them from consideration for this award.

So here’s the call to action:
Think about the servicemembers you know.
Reach out to your members and communities.
Start drafting those nominations now.
Let’s make sure these heroes receive the recognition they deserve — and let’s secure 
that first-ever Space Force nomination. 
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Questions & Thank You!
NationalSecurity@ALAforVeterans.org
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