Community Meeting April 7, 6:30pm Minutes
BOD Present: 
Mary Stadler (President), Christian Hokans (Vice President), Onan Justonan, Jo Turcotte (Secretary), Deborah Brister (Executive Director), Sonja Peterson (Treasurer), Blake Hampton

Absent: 
Tegan Vail, Angelica Carvajal

Community Meeting Agenda:
Community Safety Report
· Minneapolis Crime Prevention Specialist
· Abdirashid Ali
· Crime is currently down
· Continuing to trend upwards in resources
· Keep vehicles empty to help avoid break-ins 
· Continue to stay alert, be aware of surroundings
· Call 911 if something happens, helps the police identify reports
· Police Dept. can do safety assessments of homes for free
Solar Garden Presentation
· Minneapolis Climate Action
· Elena Stites
· Space on North Highschool available 
· More space coming available in 2026
· All Xcel customers all eligible
· No credit check, no income requirement, pay-up-front/pay-as-you-go options
· In Minnesota, low & moderate Income
(LMI) subscribers receive a higher bill
credit rate than other subscribers
· No need to install or maintain anything - 
maintenance built into subscription cost;
no out-of-pocket costs for PAYG (if opt in
to consolidated billing)
Community Resilience Volunteer Team
· New team being assembled to help navigate natural /potential man-made emergencies and preparedness
· Helps build relationships and community 
· May starting with neighborhood safety walks
· Once commitment is in place (how many people, frequency, neighborhood collaborations, time of day, areas to cover, how long to walk, goals, etc.), police dept. helps with training and information and may join walks 
· The larger the number, the better
· Deborah Brister is coordinating and feeling out interest 
· Building out Leadership Teams (volunteer positions) with individuals and businesses in the neighborhood – ideally there will leadership for each block 
· Build up social networks and safety nets in the neighborhood 
· Rec center, schools, etc. will help fill out the leadership 
· Help identify elderly people, people with disabilities, people with pets in case of an event and identifying people who may need extra support
· Identify people who have additional skills and resources such as first aid, trucks, etc. who may be able to help in the event of an emergency 
· Ideal to have one individual on each block who can do first aid/CPR, who can grow food, etc.
· Deborah Brister is coordinating – reach out if interested 
Audubon Spring Festival Planning
· May 3, 11 AM – 3 PM 
· Theme: Community Resilience 
· Premier neighborhood event 
· Brief planning meeting (Post April 7 community meeting)– volunteers needed to help with planning, games, music, food, drink, activities for kids
· Tabling needed – things like bike repair, selling food, selling art, etc. (tables are typically non-profits or government providing information but selling tables welcome – special registration needed – see Deborah Brister
· Garden tool swap at this year’s festival
Sewing for the Audubon Farmers Market
· Transitioning away from plastic bags, looking to work with various groups for reusable bags
· Contribute to sustainable initiatives: The Farmers Market would like to become plastic free – ideally, reusable bags would be returned and reused and cycled in/out for the market
Open Streets on Central Avenue
· Applied for an Open Streets grant to do open streets on Central Ave 
· August 2nd – waiting for a final vote from council, but likely to be approved
· Three different stages on Central Ave 
· Waiting for final go ahead from the city 
· Audubon one of four organizations approved for open streets
· Fundraising initiative's just starting
· Interested in Volunteering contact Deborah Brister
Market Garden 
· Tuesdays are volunteer days from 4-7pm
· Five farmers this year
· Senior Sundays in the Garden 
· Starting in July (Jul-Aug)
· Formal Tea 
· Present opportunities for seniors and caregivers
· Relax: Decompression Sessions Fridays After Work
· Will feature local musicians 
· Vendor Registration Open for the Audubon Farmers Market 2025 Season
· Farmers Markets opens in June (Jun – Oct)
· Black Duck will contribute 
Update from Payne’s office
· The Minneapolis City Council voted Thursday to approve an ordinance to ban the use of algorithms for setting rent pricesLooking at new ways to increase revenue for the city 

Next Community Meeting: May 5, 6:30 PM

