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PLACED AMERICA IN A DANGEROUS SPOTLIGHT

Gina Maria DeAngelo

The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) reported that we have
approximately 2.9 million people incarcerated in penitentiaries or prisons out
of which nearly 200,000 are serving life-term sentences. We, today, see the
acceleration in these statistics with the arrest and convictions of murderers,
rapists, child molesters, pedophiles, and the slaughtering of men, women, and
children in grotesque and/or non-descriptive manners.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBIL) says that many of these mal-
adjusted criminals are verbally, socially, and mentally challenged. They lack
ability to reason and communicate which could decrease tension, calm emotions,
and avoid senseless murders.

Thomas J. Gallagher, a 36-year agent (now

» »
retired)} was asked by me to explain the continued nghl]ghts
increases in rapes and murders in America. His

remarks were horrific. He said, "If you look into
the etiology of families, there are signs of | Americal..... P-
potential maladjustments in parents and/or their
siblings. Most--not  all--were <reared by | NLA Legislative..... P.
uneducated, low-income, and disaffected people who
have no respect for law and order, not necessarily | NLA We Propose..... P.
parents, with limited wverbal skills. Poorly reared
children grow up to emulate their parents and | Prisons: A Microcosmic..... p.
peers, teachers, or most influential people in
their 1living and social environment such as | Now What?..... p.
gangsters, robbers, pimps, prostitutes, drug-
dealers, rapists, pedophiles, up to and including | Response From MDOC..... p.
prominent, socially well-connected and wealthy
murderers, con men, rapists, and unknown law | The Poet's Corner..... p.
violators.

YBackground checks some- ... {(Cont. on p. 3) Comic/Cartoon..... p. 10
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AMERICA! WHAT ARE WE DOING?

Carlton Banks

This country is on a downward spiral, and if we continue on
this current path a new "civil war" will be ocur destination.
Some states already passed laws allowing its citizens to
place bounties on other citizens just because they choose to
make a medical decision that others don't agree with. All
of a sudden people are s¢ pro-life, and believe in
protecting all life, yet, they still allow for people to be
executed.

Our politicians are acting 1life elected '"gangbangers"
fighting to support their members and their colors {whether
red or blue). Sadly, it don't even matter if their members
are in the right or morally wrong. Their behaviors are no
different than some of the "street gangs" we call criminals
that battle over their colors (red or blue) and their

members . "Street gangs" kill, rob, and destroy communities
with direct violence and intimidation. Our "political
gangs" (Democrats and Republicans} kill, rob, and destroy
communities through intimidating press conferences,

policies, and legislation or the lack there of.

Should anyone be surprised with the direction this country
is going in? I don't claim any political party because
neither have the best interest of the American people in
mind. The only things our "elected gangbangers" do is fuel
divisiveness in this country through their TV interviews,
speeches, and wavering loyalty to the vision of the slave-
owning Founding Fathers.

Pro-life, pro-choice, gay marriage, straight marriage,
interracial marriage... Who gives a damn, just keep your
beliefs to yourself! Let families make their own decisions
on those matters close to them. Yes, some may not agree

with the choice but it is their choice to make.

As for guns, I don't care how many gun laws our "Elected
Gangbangers" pass or don't pass, those who are not criminals
and can't purchase a gun legally or those who are criminals
will still get them. ©Not to sound harsh, but more gun laws
and background checks only apply to those who are trying to
purchase a gun legally. And the penalties for breaking gqun
laws only come into play if and when the person is caught,
most often after the damage is done. So the real focus
should turn to the real reason that causes gun violence,
individuals.

On a more personal note, I was given my first pistol by a
family friend when I was Jjust 1i4-years-old because he did
not want me catching the bus without protection because the
inner city bus stops were not always safe back in the early
1990s. At age 16 I bought my first SKS semi-automatic
assault rifle from a guy down the street. I paid $350s for
it.

{Cont. on p. 7)



(iack of Social, from p. 1) ... time reveal from family dynamics no reading material
no constructive endeavors, group dysfunctionality, and extreme poverty. Poverty
strikes at the core of a person’'s life or livelihood. It places pressure on families
and individuals to change their circumstances by getting an education, learn new
skills, or resort to crime to 'take up the slack.' They call this 'breaking the cycle
of poverty.'"

On further questing about wealthy criminals and why they commit crimes, Gallagher
remarked, "On the other hand, we have hard-core criminals from wealthy and well-to-do
families who have everything they could ever want or need, such as money, cars, good
homes, clothes, luxury lifestyles, and good friends. But there was something missing
in their lives--depending on age, it could be love, attention, family togetherness,
idleness, lack of excitement, and not interacting with families due to professional
and lay responsibilities, among other things."

"In orxrder to get attention, they resort to criminal activities, starting with
low-level crimes and advance to child molestation, rape, drug use, and murder. Due to
social status, they most often get a lighter sentence. Social elites who commit crime
try to shield themselves behind their status. Look at Harvey Weinstein, Bill Cosby,
Kwame Kilpatrick, and the several Detrxoit City Councilmen and Councilwomen."

Finally, Gallagher concluded, "Oddly, some wealthy and non-wealthy people, mostly
males, drop out of school or cellege to pursue a life of crime. We have not quiet
understood why."

"Some of those with severe mental and emotional problems, undetected by parents,
siblings, or friends, are unable to rationalize their conduct and behavior, resort to
'thrill killings' to achieve mental and emoticnal gratification and attention. Until
identified and apprehended, they will continue on this path up to and including
murder."

"We Americans are only one-fifth of the world population and incarcerates 30
percent of the world's criminal element."

NATIONAL LIFERS OF AMERICA, INC.
CHAPTER 1014
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
WOMEN’S HURON VALLEY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

Mission Statement

1. OQur goal is to put a 25 year cap on life without possibility of parole {LWOP) and
life with parole sentences and reverse the five-year review policy, reviewing life

sentences every two years. The current five-year review policy only extends the
period of incarceration.

2. Grant opportunities for those serving long-indeterminate sentences to see the
Parole Board in 10 years or at half of their minimum sentence.

3. Give sentencing Jjudges judicial discretion to render appropriate sentences by
taking into consideration the circumstances surrounding the offense and the offender's
involvement and culpability.

4. Make available programs for lifers to help them rehabilitate.

Some Facts

1. The United States represents 5 percent of the world's population but 25 percent of
the world's prison population.

2. Life-long sentences do not lower crime rates. «s. {(Cont. on p. 4)




(National Lifers of America, Inc., from p. 3) ...

3. As several research studies have shown, even after serving 25 years, people can be
successfully reformed or rehabilitated and become productive members of society.

4. Not all convicted offenders deserve incarceration, most can be rehabilitated
through community corrections.

Quotes

It always seems impossible until it is done.
--Nelson Mandela

When does punishment end and rehabilitation begin?
--Willis X. Harris

We need to figure out who we're really afraid of and who we're just mad at.
--Patricia Caruso, Former MDOC Director

Consider

Among women serving life sentences are:
1. Battered women;
2. First-time offenders; and
3. Women who were not responsible for perpetrating the offense who, knowingly
and unknowingly, aided and abetted in the commission of the offense.

Solutions
1. Give discretion back to judges and the Parole Board by eliminating legislative
sentencing mandates and mandatory life without parole sentences.
2. Focus on rehabilitating offenders because no 1life is irredeemable or beyond
change.

3. Cap first-degree homicide to a maximum of 25 years.

4. Reinstate wardens' ability to recommend up to 5 commutations per year to the
governor for lifers and those serving long-indeterminate sentences.

You can join our advocacy efforts by contacting our organization at:

Programs Building
National Lifers of America, Inc.
3201 Bemis Rd. (WHV)
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

By: Felicia Hale #657946 Melissa Belanger #491509
Chairwoman Co-Chairwoman
Legislative Committee Legislative Committee

EDITOR'S NOTE: The National Lifers of America has Chapters at the Kinross Correctional Facility,
Chippewa Correctional Facility, Macomb Correctional Facility, Muskegon Correctional Facility,
Gus Harrison Correctional Facility, Ionia Correctional Facility, Richard A. Handion Correctional
Facility, Lakeland Correctional Facility, and Robert G. Cotton Correctional Facility. We at the
MLR Newsletter invite ail NLA Chapters to send either Willis X. Harris or Jamie Meade #232516
{dPay or snail mail; Macomb Correctional Facility) chapter updates as the Women's Huron Valley
Correctional Facility did. This gives other NLA Chapters around the state ideas that they can
also work on and even collaborate with other Chapters with. I would like to send a special thank
you to Felicia Hale, Melissa Belanger, Sybil Padget, Susan Brown, and Melissa Swiney for keeping
us updated with Chapter 1014's advocacy work.




NATIONAL LIFERS OF AMERICA, INC.
CHAPTER 1014
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
WOMEN’S HURON VALLEY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

WE PROPOSE:

1. Revise MCL § 750.316 First Degree Murder to allow convicted persons under this
statute to be parole eligible after 25 years unless documented evidence is presented
that supports the pexson is a risk to public safety as any other parole eligible
person. Remove the mandatory life without the possibility of parole sentence giving
judges the opportunity to sentence accoxrding to circumstances of the crime and
culpability of the offender.

2. Revise MCL § 750.317 Second Degree Murder to allow convicted persons under this
statute to have a presumptive parcle after 20 years unless documented evidence is
presented that supports the person is a risk to public safety as any other parole
eligible person. Stop the life means life mentality of the Parole Board.

3. Enact Second Look Sentencing legislation to include 1 and 2 above.

4. Implement an independent Lifer Review Board who will review 1ife without
possibility of parole cases and life with parole cases to recommend to the Governor
those prisoners who are rehabilitated and no longer a threat to society for a Public
Hearing and Commutation.

5. Revise statutory requirements for Public Hearings for life with parole prisoners
Placing sole decision making for parcle release with the Parole Board.

6. Place the Lifers Review Board and the Parole Board under the Civil Service
Commission rescinding autonomy of the Parole Board providing some oversight.

7. Require the Parole Board to give all lifers a reason why a "No Interest" decision
was given and what a lifer needs to do to improve their chances for a parole.

8. Create a Lifer Review Board of Appeals where lifers can appeal parole and
commutation application denials.

9. Revise the 5-year Lifer File Review period, reducing it to every 2 years. The S5-
year period has no penological interest accept to prolong incarceration.

10. Amend the Aiding and Abetting statute adding a maximum 15-year sentence for
anyone convicted of aiding and abetting a first degree murder under MCL § 750.316.

11. Allow wardens at correctional facilities to recommend for commutation of sentence
to the governor 5 lifers per year.

12. Allow long-indeterminate sentenced prisoners to be seen by the Parole Board
either after they serve 10 years or once they serve half their sentence. The 10-year
mark would coincide with File Reviews of LWOP prisoners.

By: Felicia Hale #657946 Melissa Belanger #491509
Chairwoman Co~Chairwoman

EDITOR'S NOTE: The women of NLA Chapter 1014 present 12 rational proposals that would
significantly reform the criminal justice system in Michigan reducing the prison population.
IT these proposals were implemented they would not put society at risk. If the Governor and the
Legislature were serious about reform, maybe they should consider some of these proposals.




PRISONS: A MICROCOSMIC SOCIETY BEING SECRETLY PREPARED
FOR MIND CONTROL TO HELP ERADICATE CRIMINAL THINKING

Willis X.

The occurrences in our prisoner are
reflective of the larger soclety. This
means that prisons are microcosms of the
macrocosmic society. Prisoners learn
antisocial, criminal mindset and behavior
in society from which it is transposed
and transferred into a smaller controlled
society--prisons.

Many sociologists believe our children
are negatively influenced by/from the
dictates of the environment in which they
were born, reared, and reached adulthood.
Also, the media, TV, movies, certain toys
(guns, knives, etc.) and how they
interact with these exposures as children
and as adults. This could be translated
to mean we are the by-products of the
environment in which we were born,
raised, educated, socialized, and
introduced to the world outside of our
environment.

Also, criminologists, social scientists,
psychologists, psychiatrists, school
teachers, and the medical community have
been trying to find the "root cause" of
criminal behavior--when it began, where
it began, how it began, why it began, and
how to stop it because crime is rapidly
increasing at alarming rates.

We can no longer attribute such crime as
caused by dysfunctional families,
disorganized neighborhoods, poverty,
drugs, alcohol, or mental illness. The
crime rates in affluent communities are
rising. Doctors, lawyers, Jjudges,
mayors, law-enforcement officers, and
prosecutors have turned to be criminals.
Why?

In earlier years, some psychologists and
criminologists believed the shape and
size of one's head were factors to
consider; others thought the physical
build, size of one’'s eyes, lips, and
facial features were contributing factors
to antisocial behavior.

Still, a few believe that some people are

Harris

born with defective genes that could
render them criminally predisposed, and
if they could detect and remove this gene
while the child is still in the fetus
stage in the prenatal environment, the
fetus could grow through the rest of the
parental stages of development, birthed,
and grow to be a normal person.

Today, theorists have concocted many
theories and have tried them on both
c¢ivilians and prisoners--without their
knowledge--to test their effectiveness on
crime prevention.

Psychologists, psychiatrists, and
criminologists say that during their
disciplines and practices, prisonexrs have
confessed to them crimes they committed
and never caught and not knowing why they
committed crimes even though they have
all the comforts, necessities, and
privileges a person can hope for.

Perhaps, one day, some of these theories,
if proven true, may reduce or eliminate
criminal behavior and help rebuild a safe
society. Remember and don't forget:
theories are just that--theories--until
or unless they have undergone experiment
after experiment (testing) and the
results are always the same. Once proven
true, they begin to gather clients or
willing participants to apply what they
had learned.

There was another psychiatrist working
with a criminologist and thecrist who
believed that we need to develop a brain
chip that could be inserted into one's
brain, controlled externally by computers
to study and analyze one's mind and
thinking patterns; the person could be
deterred from criminal behavior.

As in the macrocosm {society), those in
the microcosm (prisons) may be subjected
to a lot of dangerous methods of mind
control that are secretly being discussed
in the scientific community. The public
and prisoners will ... {Cont. on p. 7)



(America!, from p. 2} ...

Trying to buy a gun legally never
crossed my mind. No criminal or street
thug things about buying a legal gun. 1
know, I was one of them. I couldn't
legally buy a gun anyway because I was only
16, but my surroundings, wupbringings, and
culture made me feel the need to have a
gun. The fact of the matier is money,
people, circumstances, and gun
manufacturers provide access to guns, and
this access at times can end in violence.

I'm not against gun laws, I just don't
know what laws can be passed that will stop
someone from getting a gun, especially when
there are millions of guns in this country,
with many more being produced and smuggled
into the country each year.

No gun law back in the 90s when I was
16 years old, nor any gun law of today,
would have prevented me from getting that
SKS assault rifle. And I d4id buy that SKS
assault rifle for protection or self-
defense. I could have easily kept the
Smaller pistol I had or bought a larger
caliber hand gun for protection. My stupid
reason for buying the SKS assault rifle
{(very similar in power to an AR-{5) was to
boost my self-esteem and gain recognition
from my peers if and when I had to use it.
Thank God I never participated in a mass
shooting with it.

To criminal, and those on the verge of
becoming a c¢riminal, assault rifles are
used specifically to kill and destroy
whatever and whoever is the target. Plus
it's a menacing and intimidating weapon
that gives the criminal the tactical
advantage over other criminal and police
alike because a police officer's bullet
proof vest is useless when it comes to an
assault rifle as the SKS or AR-15. No one
on the receiving end of an assault rifle's
bullet can take cover because the bullets
can penetrate just about anything.

That is what makes assault rifles so
enticing to a person wishing to cause
carnage. Remember, I was just 16 years old
when I purchased my first assault rifle,
and guns back then (1992) were a lot harder
to get legally and illegally in Michigan.
I'm saying all this to say that even if we
have stricter laws and never had a Second
Amendment right, as long as guns are
allowed to be manufactured in this country
and you have money, people will get their

hands on a gun, good or bad, law abiding or
criminal.

I Jjust don't understand how this
nation in which many would c¢laim to be
built on "Christian" principles can allow
for little children and teachers to have
their God given rights (the right to life
and to live) taken away, but are willing to
fight 1like hell to protect Man-made rights
{Second Amendment right to bear arms)} that
was given by the Found Fathers.

We are at a crossroad America, the
rights from God or the rights from Man.
Which one will you defend?

AGOUT THE AUTHOR: Cariton Banks (Prison No. 256162) is
serving a LWOP sentence in the Michigan Department of
Corrections. Carlton is a Core Member for the Chance
For Life Organization and the National Chairman for
the NLA. Carlton 1is housed at the Muskegon
Correctional Facility, 2400 S. Sheridan Dr., Muskegon,
MI 40442,

(Prisons, from p. 6) ... never know what
they discussed and how things may be
implemented; it stays within that community
and never divulged to the general public
and prisoners. Even lay and professional
coxrrectional staff will not be informed
Providing such information is on a need-to-
know basis. When they believe their
methods, pills, brain chips, and behavior
control devices are perfected for wus, who
will be the experimental guinea pigs? They
will be the unsuspecting members of society
who exhibits predispositions to criminal
behavior or the chronically recidivistic
prisoners.

Think about what's on the horizon for
behavior control! Did Geoxrge Orwell see
this coming? Didn't he have it in his book
"1984"7?

Orwell once said that there will be a
time when we have "thought police" who will
be trained on how to read your mind,
intercept your thoughts, and if vyou are
thinking about committing a crime, you will
be arrested and charge with a felony
against the citizens of the United States.

You don't have to commit a crime,
just think about committing it. What are
they planning to do next-~arrest your brain
and charge it with criminally
malfunctioning?

#H#



NOW WHAT? IGNORE THE SCIENCE AND
IMPLICITLY REINSTATE AND
IMPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY?

Jamie Meade

Although I'm sentenced to death-by-
incarceration (i.e. life without the
possibility of parole), I don't want to die
in a prison cell by asphyxiation because I
became reinfected with COVID-19. The State
of Michigan abolished the death penalty
decades ago. Should I be resentenced to a
torturous death because our political
leaders maintain a retributive attitude of
yesterday? If Michigan's political leaders
ignore the science, they are implicitly
reinstating and imposing the death penalty
on incarcerated Michiganders.

Michigan's Governor consistently
states all her decisions concerning COVID-
19 and the safety of Michiganders are based
on "the science." The science determined
COVID-19 antibodies start to dissipate from
the body after two weeks and can remain for
up to three months, providing only short
term protection from reinfection. Then we
can't disregard any mutated forxrm of COVID-
19 that sweeps across Michigan.

COVID-19 vaccines are proven to only
protect some individuals from severe
infection and hospitalization. Vaccines do
not protect from becoming infected.

Now what? Is Michigan's Governor
going to ignore "the science" of
reinfection, implicitly reinstating and

imposing the death penalty on incarcerated
Michiganders? Or is she going to truly
folliow "the science" and protect -aill
Michiganders, including the incarcerated,
by exercising her Executive Authority,
under the State of Emergency, releasing
thousands of incarcerated Michiganders in
ordex to prevent further death? Reducing
the prison population and single bunking
and closing all open-setting housing unit
facilities.

"How can she do that?", you may ask,
"I've heard her say Truth In Sentencing
prohibits her from taking such action."
The Governor has Executive Authority under
Michigan's Constitution to commute any
sentence. She can commute thousands of
sentences with a stroke of a pen, bypassing

Truth In Sentencing.

This is an opportunity for the
Governor to reduce the mass incarceration
that has plagued the State of Michigan
since the 1980s. The death penalty should
not be implicitly reinstated and imposed on
anyone through the failure to follow "the
science" or through the failure to take
action to protect incarcerated Michiganders
because our Governor and Legislature refuse
to let go of the lock-em-up-and-throw-away-
the-key mentality.

#i#

RESPONSE FROM MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS TO WILLIS X. HARRIS
ABOUT PROGRAMMING

Many lifers and virtual lifexrs have written
and asked me why are short-termers targeted
for academic, wvocational, and therapeutic
programming while long-termers are
systematically overlooked and denied the
same opportunity.

I have repeatedly explained to all MDOC
prisoners that the current focus is to
concentrate on prisoners, male and female,
who will be interviewed by the Parole Board
within 3 to 5 years.

I decided to contact the Education Section
of the MDOC for more information about
educational policies and programs. I
received a letter dated July 13, 2022,
stating the following:

ATTN: Willis X. Harris

Thank you for your interest in programming
that the Michigan Department of Corrections
(MDOC) offers, and our partnerships with
colleges throughout Michigan. AS you may
have heard the U.S. Department of Education
has admitted several Michigan colleges and
universities to offer college programs
within MDOC facilities, with the MDOC's
support. Interested students must have
funding to attend these programs, and one
avenue for funding is by completing the
FAFSA forms to see if the potential
student(s) are Pell Grant eligible. The
MDOC does not have influence owver Pell
Grant eligibility.

The MDOC has partnered ... (Cont. on p. 9)



(Response From MDOC, from p. 8) ... with
Calvin University and Hope Western Prison
Education Program {Hope College and Westexn
Theological Seminary Partnership}, and they
do offer college programs to students that
are serving long sentences and life. Both
bPrograms can lead to a 4-year bachelor's
degree, and a chance for graduates to have
a positive impact in their community,
whether that community is inside or ocutside
of a correctional facility. These programs
are donor funded, and their 1links for
donations are listed below:

https://calvin.edu/prison-initiative/
support-us/

https://www.westernsem. edu/hope-western-
prison-education-give/

Michigan Department of Education
Education Section
Phone: 517-241-4655

THE POET’S CORNER...

Gated Community

Welcome to our gated community,
we're so unlike most others.

We've got a place for everyone: you, your
mom, her brother.

Unlike the rest, we have security beyond
belief, we offer three hot meals and a
semiprivate place to sleep.

We've got the largest community in the
State, spanning from lake to lake and if
you like the Northern regions, even that
can be arranged.

What sets us apart from the others, is our
extended lease plan.

You may have two your deal,
but we'll extend it again and again.

We offer tons of recreation to distract you
from your prior life and before you know
it, half your life has passed you by.

We hope you've enjoyed your stay, feel free
to come again, maybe next time you'll even
bring a friend.

By: Mario Cavin #326204
Macomb Correctional Facility
34625 26 Mile Rd.
_Lenox Township, MI 48048

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES

We were notified by Susan Petto that

her Daughter Theresa L. Petto
#273611 passed on March 5, 2022.
Mrs. Petto was notified during the

evening of the passing of her
daughter at Women's Huron Valley
Correctional Facility in Ypsilanti,
Michigan.

The Death Certificate said the cause of
death was spontaneocus coronary artery
dissection.

The Michigan Lifers Association, Inc., CURE
Life~Long, Inc., and the National Lifers of
America, Inc., send our condolences to Mrs.
Petto and family.

Those who want to express their sympathy
and condolences may contact Susan Petto at:

3248 Windmill Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49004-3349

NOTICE TO READERS

On August 25, 2022, the Macomb Correctional
Facility experienced another wave of COVID-
19 infections with 49 prisoners testing
positive in Units 3 and 5. This is the
second wave of infections for 2022. The
Macomb facility was last hit in January.

On Friday, August 12, 2022, on page 3A of
the Lansing State Journal, Paul Egan
reported in his article titled "Mich.
prisons called ticking 'time bombs'", that
Byron Osborn, president of the Michigan
Corrections Organization, was extremely
corrcerned that the shortage of prison
guards will lead to a dangerous situation

if not addressed. He said he was
seriously considering asking Governor
Gretchen Whitmer "to activate the Michigan
National Guard -- which has helped with
prison vaccinations during the COVID-19
pandemic -~ to ensure Michigan's 27 prisons

have adequate security and give close to
6,000 corrections officers some badly
needed rest." Wwhile Osborn does indicate a
concern with lack of programs and outdoor
exercise for prisoners, he fails to mention
reducing the prison population.

HAPPY LABOR DAY!
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The expressed purposes of the Michigan Lifers Association, Inc. and the
National Lifers of America, Inc. to publish the "Michigan Lifers Report
Newsletter" are to educate and uplift the lifer population, to seek changes in
laws that restrict clemency and parole, to educate the general public, and to
encourage criminal justice reform, especially in corrections.

PRISONERS
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DONATIONS:
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Michigan Lifers Association
4417 Second Ave.
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