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OPINION: SECOND LOOK SENTENCING - SMART, FISCALLY-RESPONSIBLE,
AND EVIDENCE-BASED CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
Jamie Meade

In recent weeks, there has been a surge of misleading narratives
surrounding Second Look Sentencing {(SLS) legislation that has gripped public
discourse. It is disheartening to witness the spread of misinformation and the
creation of false narratives that distort the true intentions and impact cof
this legislation. This politically-motivated fear mongering is merely designed
to inflame and divide. In this opinion piece, I aim to shed 1light on facts,
dispel the falsehoods, and encourage a more nuanced and informed discussion.

515 is smart, fiscally-responsible, evidence-
based legislation that factors in public safety. . .
SLS creates a re-sentencing mechanism based on merit nghllghts
and is extended to individuals who have demonstrated

change according to specific guidelines that are re-
viewed and decided by a judge. This law, if
adopted, would provide an opportunity te adjust and
implement more appropriately measured sentences to
deserving, rehabilitated citizens. Soldiers Don't Cry..... p. 3

Over the last 30 years, Michigan has taken a
punishment focused apprcach to the harms present in

Putting Hardened Criminals... p. 2

e Second Look..... p- 10
our communities. Rather than address the root
causes of wviolence, the State of Michigan has
collectively decided that mass incarceration and Notice..... p. 10
extreme punishment are the answers. Three decades

later we know that these "solutions" actually create
worse outcomes, and we live with the great £fiscal
and human cost.

According to The Sentencing Project, Michigan
now ranks fourth in the U.S. for the number of women
serving life without parole «+s (Cont. on p. 9)

Citizens For Second Look... p. 11
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PUTTING HARDENED CRIMINALS BACK ON THE STREET?
Doug Tjapkes

Beware! Democrats want to put hardened criminals
back on the street in Michigan!

That's the essence of a warning in a recent
Detroit News column. Just for the record, I'm not a
novice. I'm an old-school editorial writer. In my
career as a broadcast journalist spanning nearly 3
decades, I wrote an aired hundreds of editorials about
issues in my community. I think there was a clear
difference between my opinion pieces and those being
written in newspapers and aired on TV these days.

On occasion a listener would chide me for trying
to persuade people to think my way. My immediate and
strong response was NO. Instead, I simply wanted
people to think! Period. I raised the 4issue, and
expressed opinions, to prod listeners intoc doing their
own research on the topic allowing them to xeach an
informed opinion.

I get the feeling that too many of these cable
news commentators and flaming liberal or conservative
columnists have goals of high ratings, integrity be
damned. Many seem intent on stirring the pot.

I don't remember who the columnist was in the
Detroit News, and I don't care. However, because I'm
in the prisoner advocacy business, I care a lot about
inaccurate and inflammatory statements.

What the man was talking about was proposed Second
Look legislation in Michigan.

In explaining the topic, Safe and Just Michigan
states: This initiative would give people serving long
sentences the ability to have a judge review their
sentence after 10 years. In doing so, judges could
rethink overly harsh sentences or bring new research on
brain development to consideration.

I quote from an S&J blog piece: Second Look
legislation is crucial in a state like Michigan where
Good Time has been abolished and we still have a Truth
in Sentencing law that demands 100 percent of a minimum
sentence be served before parole can be considered.
Second Look would serve as a bulwark against Michigan's
dubious distinction as the state with the longest
minimum prison sentences. While we have made progress
in reducing Michigan's overall prison population, most
of that has come from reducing the number of people
serving shorter sentences. Meanwhile, Truth in
Sentencing and a lack of Good Time have made sure that
people serving longer sentences have remained
incarcerated. Az a result, the average minimum
sentence of a person incarcerated ... (Cont. on p. 10)
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(Second Look Sentencing, from p. 1) ...
(LWOP) with 170-plus impriscned (see also
Michigan Department of Corrections 2021
Statistical Report, p. C-36, for the number
of women imprisoned). Also, as reported by
Preston Shipp, senior policy counsel for
the Canmpaign for the Fair Sentencing of
Youth, Michigan has now "become a global
outlier, with one of the biggest population
of people serving [juvenile] LWOP in the
g.s.» (Ban life without parole for

juveniles, The Detroit News, p. 2C, June
22, 2023).

Unfortunately, Michigan, along with
California, Florida, Louisiana, and
Pennsylvania, dimprison “[h]lalf of the
national population of people serving

LWoOP . . .", according to Ashley Nellis in
The Sentencing Project's June 2022 Report,
Nothing But Time: Elderly Americans Serving
Life Without Parole {(p. 4). Nellis further
reports, 58 percent of people serving LWOP
in Michigan are 50 and older and 86 percent
of the elderly LWOP population have served
20 years or more (Table 1, p. 5; Table 2,
P. 7). With such an aging 1lifer
population, cost to house them will sig-
nificantly rise, fiscally straining the
Michigan Department of Corrections' budget,
and requiring an increase of funds to be
allocated in years to come.

In addition, Michigan's punishment
focused approach has disproportionately
impacted the poor and people of color.
People of color, who identify themselves as
non-white, make-up 54.4 percent of
Michigan's prison population (Michigan
Department of Corrections 2021 Statistical

Report, P. C-71-C-74}, while only
representing 26 percent of the state
population, according to the U.S. Census

Bureau QuickFacts Michigan (retrieved from
www.census.gov, access date, July 9, 2023).
Disproportionately 1locking up people of
color and the poor decimates minority
families and communities of low economic
status and perpetuates the cycle of crime
and mass incarceration.

Michigan needs to radically address
the root causes of violence and harms in
cur communities: addressing root causes of
violence and harm is a more effective and
lasting way to end those cycles in our com-

June 2023

munities. Tax-payer's dollars wasted on
long sentences that don't deter crime could

be better invested in our communities
through community policing and crime
prevention, gquality education and job
training programs, mental health and
substance misuse treatment, gquality

housing, and more.

Locking people away in prison for a
long time does not stop violence in our
communities or deter crime. According to a
Department of Justice fact sheet, "prison
sentences (particularly long sentences)} are
unlikely to deter future crime," and "Laws
and policies designed to deter crime by
focusing mainly on increasing the severity
of punishment are  ineffective partly
because criminals know 1little about the
sanctions for specific crimes."

SLS proclaims we want something better
for Michigan. Scientific research shows us
that people change. They mature. They age
out of criminality and grow out of the
mistakes of youth that lead many people to
prison. They cultivate new tools for
dealing with conflict, even while living in
an often violent place, prison. The
majority of people serving 1life and 1long
sentences are statistically proven to not
be a threat to public safety. Rather,
these same people will either be elderly
neighbors dedicated to growing old in
peace, or these individuals can serve as
positive influences whose lived experience
can guide our communities in a better and
more peaceful direction.

In Michigan, our prisons are designed
to warehouse and control people. There is
virtually no state-run programming for
people unless they are within two years of
their release dates, leaving incarcerated
individuals who better themselves without
guidance, which they succeed admirably
considering these factors. They
participate in volunteer-run programs and
enroll in college education programs when
possible. Experience with long-serving
people has shown us that these persons are
self~educated, creative, productive, and
accountable people.

Passing SLS in Michigan is good for
public safety, it is smart, fiscally-
responsible, and ... {Cont. on p. 10)
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(Second Look Sentencing, from p. 9) ...
evidence-based criminal justice reform
moving Michigan beyond the punishment
focused approach. One would imagine all
law makers regardless of which side of the
aisle they sit would support such reform.
Now is not the time to play party politics.

(Putting Hardened Criminals, from p. 2) ...
inside a Michigan prison has grown 34.8
percent from 8.9 years in 2011 to 12 years
in 2021.

That is an example of researched and
responsible opinion writing.

I encourage you to speak with your
state legislator about the Second Look
concept. We need it in Michigan. Be
assured there's no one in political office
who wants to put hardened criminals back on
the street

Just ignore those wild-ass assertions
of a Detroit News columnist.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Doug Tjapkes is the founder of
Humanity For Prisoners. This article was originally
published on June 27, 2023, on the Humanity For
Prisoners Blog.
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and Good Time are real possibilities in

Michigan, mentalities on the inside are
likewise shifting. I recently overhear two
lifers - both known for gang and drug

involvement - discussing the need to make
changes. These conversations are most
likely happening around the state at other
correctional facilities.

S0, to our esteemed Governor Gretchen
Whitmer, Legislators, and MDOC Officials,
please remember that taking is not the
answer. Hope develops the desire to change
and hope gives people something to strive
for, something to live for. <This hope also
extends to our loved ones -  your
constituents - who have otherwise given up
had it not been for an opportunity at a
"Second Look".

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mario Cavin {(Prison No. 326204) is
serving a 37-year sentence in the Michigan Department
of Corrections and 1is  housed at the Macomb
Correctional Facility, 346215 26 Mile Rd., Lenox
Township, MI 48048. Mario is a Certified Paralegal, a
Local Board member with the National Lifers of
America, Inc. and an active member of The Adolescent
Redemption Project (TARP).

SECOND LOOK BRINGS SECOND HOPE
Mario Cavin

Over the last 20-30 years, misinformed

citizens believed that incentives to
prisoners meant rewarding negative
behavior. This led to the MDOC adopting a

policy/custom of "let's take this from
them" and "they don't deserve that".

After years of losing many things from
good time and disciplinary credits, to
clothing, to educational programming, to
rehabilitational programming, and being
told that "life means life", the mentality
on the inside became "I don't have $@*!
else to lose. Why should I care?" This
led to an increase in violence and drug use
throughout the state prison systemn. And
not Jjust the 1lifers! Even the over
nighters (those serving 10-years or 1less)
began adopting an "I don't give a #S$*&"
attitude.

But now that Second Look Sentencing
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NOTICE TO OUR READERS

We have historic legislation pending in the
House and Senate in Michigan. I've been
incarcerated for over 30 years and I can't
recall a time when significant criminal
justice reform was this close. The Second
Look Sentencing affects most lifers (both
without parole and with parole) and long-
indeterminate sentenced individuals who
have served over 10 years. I know most of
us who have been incarcerated for decades
have lost hope over the years, but I want
to tell you this time it will happen.

Don't get me wrong, we are in for a fight.
But what I want to ask of you is to reach
deep down inside and ignite that fire that
cnce burned inside of you. We need all
hands on deck for this fight. We need your
family and friends to stand one last time.

The National Lifers of America, Inc. will
be hosting events around the state. We
need your family and friends to attend.
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