TO: PAROLE BOARD, STATE OF MICHIGAN

FROM: SHAROM TEVIS FINCH, SENTENCING JUDGE
CIRCUIT JUDGE, THIRD CIRCLIT COURT, MICHIGAN (RETIRED)
1300 Broadway, Suite 800
Detroit, Ml 48226
313-204-2154
sAn2000@acl.com

RE: JAMIE L. MEADE, #A232516
APPLICATION FOR PARDON OR COMMUTATION OF SENTENGE

DATE: B2z
TO THE PAROLE BOARD:

1 am wriling in support of the Application for Pardon or Commutation of Sentence of Jamie L.
Meade, #A232516, | was tha Trial and Sentencing Judge on his case in 1993 in the Wayne
County Circuit Court, 3™ Judicial Circuit. | retired from the bench in 2000. | have never forgotien
thjs case because the outcome troubled me. The law was sepved, bjt fundamental faimess was
not. Wr. Meade went to prison whan he was 19 years old. He is now 48 years old. He has been
in prizon for 29 years.,

This is the only time | have ever written to the Parole Board on behalf of an inmate. Mr. Meade's
case was vary unusual, and in my opinion, the santence, though mandatory, was unjust. | had no
choice in sentence under the law for the crime of Felony Murder, Felony Murder is a crime which
oocurs whin somasone is participating in a felony and another person dies, whether or not the
defendant does the kiling himself. In this case, Mr. Meade did not do the killing. )

Mr. Meade was young, and acted stupldly and impulsively, A young man was fatally shot and a
young waman injured. Mr, Meade was NOT the “triggerman”. The shooter, who testified that he
shat accidantally first (the kiling) and a second time in fear (the injury,) was convicted of a lesser
offense and was sentenced to only 12 years in prison, though it was be who aclually did the
killing. Mr. Maade was convicted af Felony Murder (which | believe was a just conviction under
the law though not in equity) and sentenced 1o life without parcle. (As | recall, if he had any prics
offenses, they were minor juvende matbars.)

| have been told that Mr. Meade's file (which | have not seen and am not entitled to sea) may
have an eror in it, and may indicate in some documeant{s) that HE actually shot the gun and killed
the victim. He did nol. The "riggerman” was someone eise, who has been out of prison for
almost 17 years. If that emor does axist in the file, it should be comrected, since it may be
influencing your decision. PLEASE CHECK THIS OUT BEFORE YOLU DECIDE THIS
APPLICATION.

Since his conviction, Mr. Meade has achieved educational and in-house community service
accomplishments beyond that of any inmate | have ever seen in my 25 years on the bench, He
ists all this in his Application. He obtained a Bachelor's Degres in Interdisciplinary Studies with
Concentrations in Criminal Justice and Legal Studies. He is curmently pursuing a Master of
Divinity in an online program from the Chicago Theclogical Seminary (CTS) through a unigue
collaboration betwesn MDOC and CTS. His goals are to mentor troubled youth as an ordained
minister, complete law schoal, earn a PhD., and 1each eriminology at the unlversity level.
Certainly few would understand these social challenges more,

Im the last two years, he was admitted to divinity school on a scholarship and ks studying bong-
distance to ba a minister. In the midst of this COVID time, he maintains a B avarage, which | find
Impresshve under his circumstances, Covid has prevented him from seeing his mother for over 2



