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SEVENTH ANNUAL ALHS ALUMNI 
FOUNDATION AUCTION & SALE
BY LISA WHITMARSH PETERSON ’75

Nonprofits have faced many transitions and adjustments during the Pandemic--
especially in fundraising efforts. Yet, our amazing Fundraising Committee safely 
solicited donations from our annual donors and even added new businesses to 
participate in our first-ever online auction held November 18-20, 2020. We were 
overwhelmed at the charitable donations, allowing the Alumni Foundation to 
support deserving graduating seniors with post-secondary scholarships and to induct 
distinguished alumni into our Hall of Fame through Coronavirus-safe events. The 
Auction & Sale netted $2,972.00! Thank you to all our donors, and special thanks 
to Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church for providing COVID-compliant space for our 
distribution center and curbside pickup. 

Please remember to patronize our business donors through and beyond the COVID-19 
Pandemic to keep our community strong:

A.H. Blank Park Golf Course 
(Chris Tillinghast ’04)

AKS Farms 
Baratta’s Restaurant (Joe 

Gatto ’85, Lisa Wing 
Kruger ’86)

Blank Park Zoo
Bowlerama Lanes
Bordenaro’s Pizzeria, (Chris 

Bordenaro ’90)
Brewer Food Service (Phil 

Barber ’68)
Cash Saver Store
Confluence Brewing
Dawn Davis, ’77 (in memoriam)
Des Moines Menace
Becky (Clinton) Dewey ’83
Frances (Peterson) Colston ’41 

(in memoriam)
Dot’s Frame Shop and 

Gallery (Lori (McNulty) 
Landgren ’87)

Faller Kincheloe & Co. PLC 
(Alan Kincheloe ’80)

Flowers By Anthony, Inc.
Fred’s Bike Shop
Graziano Brothers 
Greek Orthodox Church of 

St. George	
Henry J’s Taco House (Cody 

Rivas ’03)

Amy (Whisler) Hutchens ’83
Heartland Flags
Jasper Winery
Jay’s CD and Hobby 
	 (honoring Lizy Schwabe ’19)
Suzette (Stephens) Jensen ’64
Jethro’s BBQ
Jim’s Coney Island (Eric 

Frangos ’82 & Tonya 
(Poortinga) Frangos ’90)

John’s Barber Shop (John 
Scavo ’51)

Livingston’s Automotive 
(Dennis Livingston ’76)

Janice (Smith) McClaflin ’60
Midas (Steve Stoermer ’87, 

Tom Chapman ’93, 
	 Matt Jaskuloski ’09, 
	 Nick Thompson ’09, 
	 Cody Chapman ’09, 
	 Kevin Camp ’80)
Noah’s Dry Cleaners
Paesano’s Pizzeria (Alec 
	 and Courtney (Ghee) 
	 Kennedy ’10) 
Perkin’s Restaurant
Brendan Peterson ’06
Lisa Whitmarsh Peterson ’75
Raymond “Skip” Phillips ’68 

(in memoriam Rodney 
Courtney ’63)

Plant Patron (Dr. 
Patricia Tice--former 
senior counselor)

Powell’s Outdoor 
Service (Harold Powell ’80)

Katherine Scott ’77
Yvonne (Smith) Scott ’56
Scornovacca’s Ristorante 
Scornovacca’s Bakery
Sisters (honoring Jeannette 

(Bierma) Davis ’51)
Signature Lawn and 

Landscape (Brian 
Whitlatch ’93)

Smitty’s Tenderloin (Greg 
Smith ’68, Cheri (Wentzel) 
Smith ’74)

The Finishing Shop 
The Tavern on 50th 
John Thielke ’80
Trixies Aveda Salon (Tricia 

(Fogue) Rivas ’95)
Trostel’s Greenbriar 

Restaurant (Suzanne 
Summy ’65)

Tsing Tsao-South
Jennifer (Weldon) VanWyk ’91
Anna (Ruperto) Williams ’63
Wines of Iowa

2020 Silent Auction Volunteers: 
Kris (Bird) Cooper ’ 88, Kerry 
Burrows ’91, Jen (Alvord) 
Corkrean ’90, Becky (Clinton) 
Dewey ’83, Roger Dewey, Linda 
(Mincks) Hendricks ’65, Nicole 
Graziano ’86, Suzette (Stephens) 
Jensen ’64, Raymond “Skip” 
Phillips ’68, Katherine Scott ’77 
& Anna (Ruperto) Williams ’63.

Co-Chairs: Lisa Whitmarsh 
Peterson ’75 and John 
Thielke ’80. ■
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RAILSPLITTER Review

SHOW YOUR SCHOOL PRIDE!
You have the option of supporting the ALHS Alumni Association and Foundation Scholarships, and helping grow our 
endowment in a variety of ways using this website to purchase merchandise, memberships, or make a donation: visit 
https://www.trailblz.info/buildlincolnhigher/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=3.

Please note some items may not be available if you live outside the Des Moines area.

$8.00 - Mask 
Includes pocket for filter 

-- Maroon with ALHS logo, 
Gold with Abe Caricature, or 

Maroon/gold pattern.

$5.00 - Lincoln Rails 
Window Sticker 

(for your car) (3 1/2 x 5)

$15.00 - ALHS 100th 
Anniversary Cherry 

Wood Ornament with 
gold tone Hook 
(3 1/4 x 3 1/4)

$75.00 - 
Commemorative Brick
Installed at Lincoln High 

School

$20.00 - Garden Flag 
with Pole 

$15.00 -- Garden Flag 
only (13 x 18)

$20.00 - Hand-painted 
Driveway Emblem 

(24 x 24)
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TRIBUTES

1937	 Harriette Johnson Essman
1940	 Lena Ponzeline Mason
1941	 Lloyd W. Clark
	 Jack Folsom
1942	 Frank J. Pontisso
1943	 R. Wayne Ellis
1944	 Patsy Green Wallace
1945	 Verna A. Wilson Bernhard
	 Lucille Price Bainter
1946	 Richard Ahlberg
	 Joseph N. Campopiano
	 William L. Rank
1947	 Amos Purcell, Sr.
	 Norma VanGinkel Kachelhoffer
	 Barbara Torri Tiedeman
1948	 Jerry L. Baker 
	 Charles A. Caligiuri
1949	 John Leto
	 George Thurman
1950	 Nancy McAfee Lantz
	 Morris Harvey
	 Don R. Skelton
	 Victor J. Tilotta
1951	 Roselind Pomerantz Rabinowitz
	 Abelina Ortega Gorshel
1952	 Elsie L. Ferarri Bianchi
1953	 Elmer Riggle
1953	 Larry Anderson
1954	 Henry Wittkowski
1955	 Richard C. Ogden
	 Jerald Bixler
	 Marilyn Cunningham Duff
	 Janet Myers Bordenaro
	 Darrell Riggle
	 Nancy Loisell Keil
	 Jeanne Hope Roland
1957	 Thomas R. Cross
	 Donna Magnani Lankford
1958	 William Fitzgerald
1959	 Jerald Hein
1960	 Roberta Edmond Vasey
1961	 Lee Andre
1962	 Dennis Davis

1963	 H. Dinny Barshell Nemacheck
1964	 Robert D. Aller
1965	 Timothy Holt
1966	 Dennis W. Thomas
	 Richard M. Teater
1967	 Ernie Green
1968	 Garry T. Vokes
1969	 Ann Coyle Griffin
1970	 Jeffrey J. Larson
	 Randy Summy
	 Joyce A. Nash Stasi
1971	 Tom Shepherd
	 Thomas Moorehead
	 Nanci Coellner Thompson
	 Nancy Giles Willett
1972	 Clifford Whitlatch
	 Timothy E. Shay
1973	 David James Atkin
1974	 Angela VanPelt Watson	  
1975	 Bruce Koeppl
	 Jean A. Beckett Wray
1977	 Theresa M. Dale
	 Laura Riggle
	 Neal P. Smith
	 Bridget O’Keefe Lewis
1979	 Frank M. Fazio
	 Kevin Flatt
1982	 Gary Y. Thomas
	 Stewart Ramsey
	 Tina Hayes Schirm
1983	 Kelly Berry Seward
	 Carolyn Reyes Richards
1987	 John R. Wiezorek
1989	 Thomas L. May
1996	 Jack R. Terry
2003	 Michael G. Thomas
2006	 Travis J. Wesley Corlis
	 Emily Sue Peckham 

Faculty:	 Helen Richardson Frazier
	 Coach Gordon Blenderman

The following is a list of deceased ALHS Alumni, by graduating class, reported to 
us since our last newsletter went to print. If you would like to report the death of a 
classmate or loved one to the Alumni Foundation, please contact Anna Williams at 
williamsanna@netzero.net. 

Class 	 Lincoln Alumni

SPRING 21 Edition
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On February 15th, Vivian Wilson Haag ’44 turned 95. I’ll 
bet some of you remember Vivian in the office at Lincoln 
High as the Principal’s secretary. Her family placed this in 
the Des Moines Register Milestones.
In spite of all the Iowa snow and really 
cold weather this February, Janet Grange 
Hanson ’64 ventured out to make a 
Class of 1943 Alumni Room donation 
from the estate of her mom, Lois Wright 
Grange ’43. The photo collage is from 
their 1993 50th Class Reunion.

Craig Matzke ’77 has been appointed a 
member of the Board of Governors for 
Shriners Children’s Twin Cities located in 
Woodbury, Minnesota. Craig is a member of 
Za-Ga-Zig Shriners in Des Moines where he 
has served in numerous leadership positions, 
including its top position, Potentate, which 
is the president of local chapter of Shriners 
International. He is member of several clubs 

and units within the Temple, including Clowns, 
Public Relations, Iowa Shrine Bowl supporters, and 
“Hospital Dads” which provides free patient transportation 
for children in Des Moines to the Shriners Children’s 
location in Minnesota. His additional Masonic affiliations 
include member of the Des Moines Scottish Rite and 
member of Home Lodge #370, Pleasant Hill, Iowa. He 
is also very proud that both his son and son-in-law are 
active Shrine/Masons. Craig retired after 27 years with 
the Polk County Sheriff ’s Office at the rank of Sergeant, 
but he went on to the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy 
and served as the Jail Training Program Coordinator 

and Instructor. He continues to train law enforcement 
professionals in a variety of specialty classes. Craig has also 
served on the Board of Directors of Fort Des Moines Little 
League, served on the Iowa State Mental Health Planning 
and Advisory Council and served on the Board and is a 
past president of National Alliance on Mental Illness – 
Iowa. Craig and his wife Janice reside in West Des Moines.

Congratulations to Phil Chia ’88 (Director of Activities 
and School Equity at Lincoln) for receiving the Certified 
Athletic Administrator designation from the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association 
(NIAAA). To earn this distinction, Phil has demonstrated 
the highest level of knowledge and expertise in the field 
of interscholastic athletic administration. The voluntary 
certification process included a thorough evaluation of 
his educational background, experience and professional 
contributions, as well as a rigorous, comprehensive written 
examination.

We are sorry to report that Bruce 
Koeppl ’75 passed away from non-Covid 
causes on January 8, 2021. Bruce was 
a passionate, caring, fun-loving man, 
well known as an advocate for seniors 
in Iowa and nationally. He believed in 
bringing people together and working 
with leaders across the political spectrum. He was 
proud of his work as Iowa State Director then as Regional 
Director of AARP. He helped design innovative programs 
to better inform older Iowans and advocate for state and 
national public policies to improve their lives. During the 
2008 Caucuses, he organized Democratic and Republican 
Presidential candidate forums, for which he was recognized 
as AARP’s Advocate of the Year. He played an important 
role in shaping Iowa’s policies on health care, utility costs, 
caregiving, and community development.

Bruce made friends everywhere he went and kept them 
close throughout his life. He counted as friends, President 
Joe Biden and his family, Governors, Congress members, 
legislators and policy makers. He was well known and 
respected from the halls of Congress and the State Capitol 
to senior centers and coffees shops all over Iowa. He was 
proud to be the son of German immigrants who found 
their American dream on Des Moines’ southside. 

Bruce’s lifelong love of basketball was ignited by playing 
on the Lincoln High Boys Basketball State Champion 
team in 1975. He was an avid music lover all of his life, 
as well, and shared his singing talents being a member of 
several choirs at Lincoln High, including the ’74 and ’75 
Swing Choirs. Bruce was inducted into the ALHS Alumni 
Hall of Fame in 2006.

ALUMNI NOTES (continued from page 10) 

RAILSPLITTER Review
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29TH ANNUAL 
LINCOLN HIGH

BOB VANDERLINDEN 
MEMORIAL GOLF 

OUTING
All proceeds help support Lincoln Activities

The 29th Annual Lincoln High School Bob 
VanderLinden Golf Outing will be held on Friday, 
June 4, 2021, at Blank Golf Course. 

Over the years, the money raised from this event 
has gone directly toward purchasing uniforms, 
equipment, and facility upgrades needed to improve 
student activity programs at Lincoln High School. 
We hope that you will join us for this Railsplitter 
celebration and consider being a sponsor of this 
worthy cause. For more details contact the Lincoln 
Activities office at 515-242-7526. ■

ALHS ALUMNI 
FOUNDATION 
SOCIAL MEDIA

The ALHS Alumni Foundation has established 
a number of ways to connect to our alumni 
community. Please connect with us through social 
media to get involved and be engaged with Lincoln 
alumni across all of the class years!

Additionally, we have created an email 
for anyone to use to ask us questions or 
connect with us on any topic. The email is: 
ALHSAlumniFoundation@gmail.com

Lastly, don’t forget about our alumni 
website: www.ALHSAlumni.com

@ALHSAlumni

@ALHSAlumni

@ALHSAlumni

A memorial Celebration of Life is planned for all of Bruce’s friends on 
Sat. August 14, 2021, from 2-6pm at Colby Park Pavilion in Windsor 
Heights. Donations in memory of Bruce should be directed c/o Betty 
Schlievert, 2815 - 100th Street #308, Urbandale, IA 50322.

We are also sorry to report the passing of  our beloved teacher and 
Wrestling Coach Gordon Blenderman, and PE instructor and Girls 
Swim Coach Helen Richardson Frazier.

Herb Clark ’64 kept busy in his wood shop 
during the Covid Pandemic lock down. After 
making child-size adirondack chairs for each 
of his eight great grandchildren, he started 
making adult-size chairs. When he ran out 
of space, he decided to sell the adult chairs 
and use the profits to help provide food for 
families in need!

1964 Classmates, and high school sweethearts, 
Ginny Terrell-Terrin and Denny Bridal were 
united in marriage on December 1, 2020. 
They are now living in Riverside, Rhode 
Island. Denny has been very busy remodeling 
Ginny’s house. They are ready for visitors! 
Email: denbridal@gmail.com. 

Suzette Jensen ’64 received a phone call from Joe Romeo. Seems Joe’s 
uncle, Dante Romeo ’55 wanted to find a Lincoln athletic letter for 
wrestling from the 1950s! They were gold. Later that same day, Dante 
called and he and Suzette had a lengthy chat. Dante was a member 
of Lincoln’s first wrestling team. Don Korock was the coach. Dante 
was undefeated at wrestling in weights 95,112 and 127. He lettered 
all four years and was team captain his senior year. Dante received a 
scholarship from Iowa State Teacher’s College (now UNI) where he 
joined the ROTC. When he determined he wasn’t ready for college, 
he joined the US Marines. During his 25 years in the Marines he 
served three tours of duty with Apache Helicopter units in Vietnam 
and served as a trainer and logistics engineer at Camp Pendleton in 
San Diego, California. He left the Marines to accept an opportunity 
to work as a flight engineer on the Apache Helicopter at Hughes 
Helicopters, a division of Hughes Tool Company. When Hughes 
sold out to McDonald Douglas, Apache production moved to Mesa, 
Arizona. Dante moved his family to Mesa to continue his career. Now 
retired, Dante and his wife still live in Mesa, adjacent to a golf course 
where he plays golf three times a week. 

This whole story started because Dante just wanted to have one of 
those old gold letters! Suzette found Dante’s story so interesting she 
offered it for Alumni Notes. (I told you earlier in this column that lots 
of nice people wrote for me this time!) And we were all set to ask if 
anyone had a letter they’d be willing to part with. In the meantime, 
however, more phone calls, and Dante’s classmate and wrestling 
buddy, Harry Flaugh, has parted with a gold athletic letter for Dante! 

Aren’t ALHS alumni just the best? ■
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REUNION NEWS
Report Reunion news to Becky Dewey at (515) 280-5386 or dewrbth@outlook.com. If you would like 
the Alumni Foundation to assist you at your class reunion (registration table, etc.) give Becky a call!

•	 Classes of January and June 1953 will welcome everyone 
back for coffee the second Thursday of September, 9AM at 
the Hy-Vee on Fleur Drive. Please wear a mask. Contact 
Donna Balzer at (515) 285-7787.

•	 Classes of January and June 1957 are suspending lunch 
the second Thursday of every month during Covid. 
Contact Jackie Thompson Tinker at (515) 967-6232 or 
TINK967@aol.com.

•	 Classes of 1959 breakfast meetings the first Tuesday of the 
month, 8:15 AM at Prairie Meadows are temporarily on 
hold. Contact Dave Thomason (515) 422-2723.

•	 Class of June 1961 has decided to postpone its 60th 
Reunion and celebrate its 61st sometime in 2022. Contact 
Dixie Jeffries at djeff1943@gmail.com or (515) 243-5700.

•	 Classes of January and June 1963 Gathering is scheduled 
for June 25-26, 2021. Potluck Saturday evening at 
the W. C. Walker Shelter, MacRae Park. As plans are 
finalized, they will be e-mailed to classmates. Send your 
email address to williamsanna@netzero.net to receive 
information on activities and classmates.

•	 Class of 1964 is hoping to resume monthly lunches this 
spring. Emails and/or phone messages will be sent and 
a Facebook post will be made when a date is scheduled. 
Time and place will be announced. Contacts: Laddie Jobe 
laddiej@msn.com or (515) 249-7081, or Suzette Jensen 
sjensen3127@gmail.com or (515) 360-6261. Both phone 
numbers accept text messages. 

•	 Class of 1971 will hold its 50th Class Reunion on 
August 20-21, 2021. Send your contact information and 
questions to alhs71dsm@gmail.com. A reunion team 
member will get back to you!

•	 Class of 1981 will hold its 40th class reunion on Saturday, 
September 25, at the Blank Park Zoo. Contact Suzanne 
Guess at alhs.1981.dsm@gmail.com or visit class Facebook 
page ALHS Class of 1981.

•	 Class of 2016: If you’re interested in having a 5th Class 
Reunion, please contact Morgan King at morgan.
king0317@gmail.com 

Visit the Alumni Social Media sites for the latest 
information on Alumni activities (see page 15 for details).


