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 CHAPTER  

CALENDAR 
 

 
  

  JUNE 15  3:00pm  WAUKEGAN (UGN)  SKILL AVIATION                             

ANNUAL MTG/AWARDS   HOSTESS HANNAH B 

Speaker Yanina B    

JUNE 18-21  AIR RACE CLASSIC STOP AT BULT FIELD (C56)  

CYNTHIA, MEGAN + TEAM         see page 3                                                             

JULY 3-7  INTERNATIONAL 99S CONFERENCE                   

VANCOUVER BC CANADA     NINETY-NINES.ORG/               

Join 99s | Conference (The Ninety-Nines, Inc.)  

JUL 22-28      THE 99S HAVE 2 BOOTHS—VOLUNTEER TO 

SPEND SOME TIME THERE    EAA AIRVENTURE  

 AUG 10    10:30am      DACY AIRPORT  HARVARD, IL             

LARISA K + KAREN B 

SEPT 13-15  NORTH CENTRAL SECTION FALL MTG.     

BLOOMINGTON MN (BIZ MTG SAT 14)  MALL OF AMERICA 

FRIDAY NIGHT RIVER CRUISE AVAILABLE  

SEPT 20-21  INTERNATIONAL FOREST OF FRIENDSHIP       

CELEBRATION WEEKEND ATCHISON, KS                             

HONOR OUR MEMBER GAIL L AS SHE IS INDUCTED  

OCT 6  2:00pm    KENOSHA AIRPORT FALL COLORS             

FLY-IN MEETING  JILL F HOSTESS 

NOV ? TBD  WEEK NIGHT MEAL MEET UP                         

VICKIE S HOSTESS  

details to follow 

DEC 7 SATURDAY   HOLIDAY BRUNCH POT LUCK   

LARISA AND YOSH K. HOSTS  AT THEIR HOME 

Details to follow 

 

ALMOST TIME TO START PLANNING FOR 2025  WHO WANTS 

TO BE OUR PROGRAM CHAIR 

Contact Madeleine for info    

 

 

 

 

 

OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE SCHEDULED 

THEIR ON-LINE TRAINING IS IN PROGRESS   

The Air Race Classic is an annual all-womens’ race across 
the country.   STOP 4 is Bult Field in Monee, Illinois. 

Cynthia M and Megan M are Stop Co-Chairs and Madeleine 
M is Head Timer. 

The race begins June 18, 2024 in Carbondale, Illinois, 
weather permitting at 8:00 am.  Bult Field is the fourth stop 
see route map below. The race ends June 21 in Loveland, 
Colorado. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MaProgress and Spot: the links to track the race teams to 
the Start and during the race are now active on the ARC 
homepage    

Go to www.airraceclassic.org 

Follow the teams to the start!   

  Air Race Classic 2024 - MAProgress  
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Dear Chicago 99s,  

We are fully staffed for the Air Race Classic stop # 4 at Bult in Monee this month.  

Thank you to all who volunteered.  It will be exciting to be part of the history of 

women’s Air Racing  

Air Race Classic kicks off June 18th from Carbondale airport.  Our Chapter has been 

working hard to be ready to manage Stop 4 at Bult Airport C56  in Monee IL.  Thanks 

to Cynthia M and Megan M for pulling this (new for us) event together   It’s a big 

deal with a lot of planning.  Madeleine M is Head Timer  (page 1)   

And we have an International Conference in Vancouver in July.  Still time to sign up 

for that.  See Ninety-Nines.org for all details and registration materials. Think about 

it, read about it, make a plan.  You will need a passport that is valid for 6 months 

after the trip.   

The Ninety Nines will have 2 booth locations at EAA Air Venture again this year.  If 

you are able to volunteer please let them know at HQ.  Might be some perks to go 

with that! 

This is a very busy summer for our Chapter.  We have asked a lot of you and you 

have delivered.   

The Air Marking managed by Vickie S was beautifully done and successful.  (page 3) 

The huge Aviation Day for Girls led by Megan M with her team Linda M and Corie W 

was fantastic.  Over 100 girls and 70+ chaperones enjoyed the day.  See photos and 

volunteers (page 5) 

 Come to the June Annual Meeting, Skill Aviation, Waukegan (KUGN) 3 pm June 15. 

Hostess Hannah B.  Speaker Yanina B  (page 4) 

Enjoy the summer—join your sisters in aviation to do some fun flying.   

Check in with progress reports to Laurie M or Madeleine M 

 

WHO’S WHO 

in the                   
Chicago Area Chapter 

 

CHAIR 

Madeleine Monaco 

  

 

VICE CHAIR 

Larisa Kano 

  

 

SECRETARY  

Vickie Szewczyk 

  

  

TREASURER 

Shelley Ventura  

  

 

Deadline for submission the 
20th of the month :                  

Madeleine Monaco, Editor      

 

Air News is published monthly by the 
Chicago Area Chapter of the 99s Inc 
and is available to non-members for 
$20 per year.  Members must pay 
chapter dues to receive Air News. 
Suggested donation for a business 
card size ad is $5/month or $50/
year. Members may place 6 free 
personal ads per year. Opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the authors and shall not be 
construed to express the policies or 
opinions of the Ninety-Nines, Inc. 

 

CHAPTER BRIEFING 

Pre and Post Flight 

Madeleine  Monaco 

Don’t just belong,     

participate!   

     Madeleine    

 



    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

WE AIRMARKED LANSING AIRPORT ON MAY 11, 2024 

Thanks to our leader for this event VICKIE S & Boy Scout ALEX STEADMAN (son of member Jessica R)   

 In the Spring of 2023, the Lansing airport contacted the Chicago Area Chapter to see if we could repaint the compass rose as they 

would be repaving the area where the prior compass rose was located, on the runup area of taxiway G. 

                   

The Chapter agreed to take on the project. Vickie S agreed to chair it as Lansing is her home airport. At the same time Alex Stead-
man was looking for an Eagle Scout project in aviation. His mother, Jessica R is a 99 and Chicago Area Chapter member. She told 
him about the airmarking project, and they approached the chapter to see if the Chapter and Alex could do this as a partnership. 
The airport agreed to the partnership and was excited about it. The paving of the area did not take place until late summer. As the 
asphalt needs 90 days to cure, the painting of the compass rose did not occur until May 11, 2024.  

During this time, several zoom meetings were held to take care of BSA paperwork, material planning and design plans.  The Lansing 
airport ordered 20 gals of white and 20 gals of blue Sherwin Williams water base traffic paint. The airport also had the engineers 
mark the center point of the compass rose along with magnetic north and the cardinal points.  Alex and his family gathered all the 
needed painting supplies and created the 99’s template. They also made arrangements for food and had safety supplies. 

Vickie drew out the planned compass rose to scale and procured the necessary hold harmless/ insurance forms for the project. The 
day prior to painting, Alex, his mom and older brother started after lunch to draw out the compass rose. They also started to tape 
off the white areas to be painted the next day. Vickie joined them about 4:00 to help draw out the MN, S, E & W letters.   

On painting day, Alex and his family plus Vickie arrived about 8:00. As there was rain overnight, a few markings had to be re-
freshed. The day was sunny with winds of 13 to 15 kts gusting to 23kts. Because the painting area was away from the parking, 
Alex’s dad became the shuttle driver to get everyone out to the site. The boy scouts started to arrive about 9:00. The 99’s started 
arriving at 10:00.  

White was painted first with the focus on the center circle. Having 1 person pour out the paint over a tarp at a single location 
helped contain the mess. We had 2 people work each area using 1 paint tray. This paint dried to tack free in 5 to 10 minutes. Once 
the area was dry enough, the tape was taken up. The blue areas were then taped off and painted.  

We had a box lunch of a sloppy joe, French fries, chips and a cookie from Lynnie Q’s on the field. Lunch was arranged by Alex’s fam-
ily. We also paused for group photos. 

After lunch, the 99’s logo, the blue rings and additional wording were painted. After a few more pictures, clean-up was completed 
by 4:00.  Because it was Mother’s Day weekend, Alex gave each lady a carnation as a thank you as they left.  

The Village of Lansing had arranged for a reporter from the Daily Southtown newspaper and the local LNN 4 cable station to cover 
the event. Alex, Jessica and Vickie were all interviewed. The cable station set up a time lapse camera. As the village owns the air-
port, the employees have special permission to fly drones there. Several drone pictures of the compass rose were taken. A member 
of EAA 260 who is based at KIGQ also came out to see the work. He writes the chapter quarterly newsletter.  

The project was on the front page of the Daily Southtown  and in the Naperville Sun.  It was also mentioned on WBBM radio. The 
LNN 4 crew are putting together video which is on the cable channel and YouTube.  

https://youtu.be/I5svdxDqxJg?si=kV1LbZN0-ZL1mOuI 

In retrospect, we had enough paint, but ran very low on white and changed the rings to blue. In 
the future, for this design, order 25 gals of white, 20 gals of blue and get 1 gal of black to cover 
spills. As for spills, we wiped up what we could and used water with a bit of Dawn dish soap and  
a scrub brush to get a bit more off. 

We had a total of 30 people.  12 Ninety-nines and 17 Boy Scouts (6 scouts and 11 adults) 

The 99’s were:  Jessica R    Eva K    Vickie S   Yanina B   Madeline E   Piper C & her mom Daneane    
Shelley V    Corie W     Lisa M    Leyre K and family     Mona K    Karen B 

GREAT JOB EVERYBODY  !!!! Air News June 2024 Page 3   

 



STUDENT PILOT UPDATE REPORTS                 compiled by LAURIE M 
 

Adriana W has been working hard to bring her power-on and power-off stalls within ACS (Airman Certification 
Standards). She finds herself embracing the pilot-in-command mentality, which has led to noticeable changes in 
her flight habits.  

 

Denise D is currently training once a week and is searching for ways to accelerate her training progress.  
 

Piper C is preparing for her checkride and feels her proficiency and confidence are growing. While waiting for her 
checkride, she is enjoying additional instrument flying. Piper wants to extend a special thank you to Vickie and 
the other 99s who joined her in Lansing to paint the compass rose. 
 

Monica R is in the midst of a career change and working to finish her private pilot certification. After an interval in 
training, she returned to the skies and is planning to spend the next few months meeting her pre-checkride re-
quirements.  

 

Lacie D is training out of Thacker Airport. She and her CFI have been working on her training plan to ensure she 
meets her goals. 

 

Unfortunately, due to medical setbacks, Nora C has paused her training. She hopes to return to flying one day. 

 

Gabrielle F is training out of Monee and is enjoying her training. Her recent ground school session covered air-
space and weather.   
 

We celebrate your successes.  We commiserate with you on your difficulties.  Please share with us.                    
**The list of our student pilot members comes from the International Directory.  If (when) you advance from a 
Student to a Sport or Private Pilot you should be updating your membership in that directory.  You can do that by 
emailing or calling Laura at 99s HQ in Oklahoma City.                                                                                                   
 Headquarters Manager:  Laura Ohrenberg: HQ@ninety-nines.org   405-685-7969    844-994-1929 

 

Yanina B. 



Photos by Nicholas Morris  

On May 1, 2024, 3 of these distinguished women from the 

Chicago Area Chapter (Cynthia, Ellen and Leslie) travelled to 

Washington DC for the Beverly D Sharp Aviation Diversity 

Launch event.  The 4th is also a member of our Chapter,     

Senator Tammy Duckworth.                                               

FOUR MEMBERS OF THE CHICAGO AREA CHAPTER 99S MEET in WASHINGTON DC 

On May 1, 2024 three members of the Chicago Area                                                                                                               
Chapter attended the Beverly D. Sharp Aviation                                                                                                                                     
Diversity Launch event at the Airbus Experience Center 
in Washington, D.C.  Cynthia M, Ellen O and Leslie P 
were there to greet Chicago Area Chapter 99 member 
Tammy Duckworth, U.S. Senator from Illinois, honored 
attendee at the event.  After greeting everyone, Sena-
tor Duckworth participated in a “Fireside Chat” with 
U.S.C.G. Commander La’Shanda Hawkins.  Senator 
Duckworth shared her experiences being a minority 
during her training to be a Blackhawk pilot in combat in 
the Iraq war, as a U.S. Senator and elsewhere; she 
spoke on the need to increase participation of women 
and minorities in aviation.  Senator Duckworth was pre-
sented with an Award of Inspiration by Pat K, Award 
Committee Co-Chair of the Washington D.C. 99s and 
former member of the Chicago Area Chapter.   

Many members of the late Bev Sharp’s family were in 
attendance, including her husband, Ed. 

There is a silent Auction in progress to raise funds for 
the scholarship, accessed by using the QR code in the 
program. 

Cynthia greeting her friend,  

Tammy!  Pat,  Ellen and Leslie 

looking on. 

Celebrating Aviation 

Celebrating Diversity 

Celebrating Women 

Celebrating the 99s 



AVIATION DAY FOR GIRLS 
 
 

STAFF 

Megan M 

Corie W 

Linda M 

Mona K 

Madeleine M 

Eva K 

Mary Lou E 

Abby B 

Amy S 

Jill F 

Maya M 

Erica O 

Larisa K 

Beth R 

Jessica R 

Shelley V 

Lisa M 

Isabella D 

Elizabeth S 

Karen B 

Vickie S 

Ana A 

Tina W-H 

Emily M 

Annalise E 

Heather M 

Ellen O 
 

Anthony G 49 1/2 
 

Jack—99 kld helper  

Callum-99 kid helper 
 

Prospective Members 

Kriztine B 

Krista M 

Tina M 

Mackenzie H 

 

 AND  

Piper C, visited  us 

Graduation Day                  

SEE HER CAP! 

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

CHECKING IN 

MD 80 

PREFLIGHT 

CAREER PANEL 

REGISTRATION 

CAP           

COLORGUARD 

4 FORCES OF FLIGHT 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 

STAFF LOUNGE 

 

PREFLIGHT 

EVERYBODY! 

 



Report on the North Central Spring Section meeting in Kansas City                          by Cynthia M 

Three members of our Chapter attended the meeting 
held in Kansas City.  The pictures to the right are from 
the banquet at Lula's, a block away from the hotel (the 
hotel did not have a restaurant or bar).  It was a New 
Orleans Mardi Gras theme.         
 

Sue G and Cynthia M made the "speech" announcement 
of the Santori winners and read short biographies of 
each at the banquet.  To date, the Richard J. Santori Memorial Scholarship has given out $48,500. 
               The winners this year: 
 

 Macy A, Iowa Chapter, CFI 
 Bridgette C, Wisconsin Chapter, ME instructor 
 Anupama K, Michigan Chapter, initial license                                                                
 Corie W, Chicago Chapter, initial license                      

 
 

At the North Central Section Business meeting itself:  We had 13 out of 14    
chapters represented; 39 total attended the meeting in person and on 
ZOOM.  Glenna Blackwell was the International representative.  The early 
deadline for Vancouver registration is May 31.  As of the date of the meeting, 
we have 903 members in NCS.  The fall NCS will be 9/13-15 in Minneapolis and 
registration forms are available now. 
 

The late Sandy Denton from the Michigan Chapter won the     
 Governor’s Service Award                                                   
Michael Berry from Indiana Dunes (Marcia Forcy’s significant  
 other) is our 49 1/2 of the year                                        
Trinity Lagrange, Iowa Chapter, won the Spinning Prop Award.  
 

Photo on left is Cynthia, Ellen and Mona at the banquet! 
 

Hope you can join us for the Fall Section in Minnesota! 

Santori                                    

Scholarships                               

Awarded 

Spring                     

Section               

Awards 

Cynthia 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
The Chicago Area Chapter includes 99s from a wide area 

Lansing IL   IGQ    we air marked there 

Monee IL  C56    we host an ARC Racers stop there 

Romeoville  IL  LOT  we held a HUGE aviation day for girls there 

Waukegan IL  UGN  we will meet for annual business and awards there 

 

And we have members at DKB, PWK,  0C0, C81, 3CK, C77, JOT, 06C, C56, ARR, 

MOX, 1C5 and others downstate, in Quad Cities area, and even other states! 
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Chicago Area Chapter Ninety-Nines, Inc.  International Organization of Women Pilots 

If you can’t find something  
 

FUN  REWARDING or EDUCATIONAL 
                                                                                                  

in the Ninety-Nines you aren't looking hard enough.   


