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Tips & Traps when buying a car 

 

These are 5 common mistakes new car buyers often make: 

1. Shopping for the car before knowing what you can afford 

Find out how much you can afford before looking for a car. If you jump straight 
to the car search, you might end up making unnecessary sacrifices, or you 
might be wasting time looking at cars that don’t fit with your budget. Financing 
is an option for both new and used cars, although the rates may differ. 
Chocolate Money can arrange a pre-approval before you start your shopping to 
give you the peace of mind and confidence to start negotiations. 

2. Not negotiating on price 

If you are buying a used car, the asking price is often just a starting point for 
negotiations. If you don't bother to negotiate, you could potentially pay 
thousands more than you need to. Inspect and test drive the car before you 
begin negotiations, and make it clear what you are offering, pointing out any 
issues you might have noticed. If negotiating over price isn't for you, you may 
prefer to use a vehicle sourcing service. They can negotiate for you across a 
range of local dealers. 

3. Not test driving the car 

Too many car buyers have already made up their mind before they get behind 
the wheel during a test drive. It's important to keep your mind open as you're 
test driving the vehicle so you're alert to anything that seems odd. Pay attention 
to how it feels and sounds over smooth and bumpy roads, at fast and slow 
speeds. Try the dashboard functions to see how they work and assess whether 
the car is comfortable and ergonomic for you, other drivers and passengers. 
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4. Not doing research 

The internet is a good place to begin your car buying process. Once you've 
worked out your budget and your needs, start comparing models and finding 
out what the various car features mean. Different manufacturers sometimes 
use slightly different terms to refer to the same thing. Make note of any 
advertised prices, especially on runout deals. 

5. Buying 'more car' than you need 

If you simply need an A to B car for urban commutes, an oversized 4WD may 
not be needed. Choose a car that ticks the right boxes for you, and don’t end 
up paying for something you don’t need. If you’re not sure about your decision, 
that’s okay. You can always go back the next day. 
 
 
Contact Chocolate Money on 1300 137 539 or info@chocolatemoney.com.au 
to find out your budget. 
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