His Own Place
Acts 1:15-26

T. Just before the ascension, Jesus told to Apos-
tles to tarry at Jerusalem until they should receive
. the Power from on bigh. While waiting, the tive
arrived for the selection of one to fill thgplace
“vacated by the apostate, Judas Iscariot.
1. Peter's address and the selection. (cf. Ps.69:
25, 109:8) Ac./izo
g. anlifications and reasons for them (Acts
132 s
b. The .S. makes a choice. (Vs. 24, 26) e Vo

At
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. One remarkable thing aboutc 5 : S3e
lig it's mwstraint in reference to Judas. Herxe
' does not brand him as a thief traitor, mur- 7
' derer - which he was, but say] simply he
Cnfellh, (Mte26:24) ’
/d. It's one thing to preach the gospel and
4.0 warn the impenitent of the dangers of con-

e H

;demnatibn here-after, but quite another to
| place ones self in the position of Supreme
| Judge and gleefully consign his fellows to

| their eternal destiny. (No glee or malice in
| Pederts voice or dess/s

i

2.7 "That he might go to his own place". Whatever
-, this place was, it was the one he had chosen, and
he had prepared himself for it during his life-
time here.
a. All that was true of him is also true of
UsS NOWe
b. .We are preparing ourselves for our own
places.
c. What kind of a place will it bev
II. The high place to which men are called.
1. Every man is called to a high place in time
and eternity. Therefore such a high place is
possible to all, (I Tim. 2:5-4, II Pet, %3:9).
To the fountainhead where life springs eternal.
(Rev. 22:17, Jno. 5:39-40, Jno. 4:13%3-14) Out
of the dark valley of death f% the Sun batheé
peaks of life. (Col. 1:13, I Pet. 2:9)
>, The high and holy calling of God.2(I Pet. 1:
15-16, OHeb. %:1,:T Thess, 4:7, dI Thess. 2:1%-14)
II Pet. 1:%, II Tim. 1:9) ad
3, Judas occupied at first a high place - had
power to cast oub devils etc., but he fell away
o~ from 1it.
QA a. Consider the high place to which he was
“ﬁﬁﬂ” called. .
“ b. Pell away = one who abandons his trust
~-Thayer.
4, We have been called with "gn holy calling" and
its celestial nature is manifest in the btrusts
which are ours: There is no reward without




responsibility., (Eph. 4:1)(Phil. %:14, I Cor.
9:26=27) '
a. God has entrusted us with the word of
truth., (I Thess. 2:%3-4, I Cor. 4:1-2, II
Tim. 2:2, BEph. 3:10, II Cor. 4:7, ebtc.)
Can the Lord depend on us or will we abandon

our trust?
b. We have been entrusted with the name of
the Lord. (Acts 15:17, 11:26, I Pet. 4:15-16,
Col. %3:17, II Thess.l:11-12, Rev. 2:12-~1%,
Rom. 2:24) Do we carry it honorably as did
Stephen, Paul etc.?
c. We are privgleged to represent Christ to the
world. (I Cor. 12:27, WMt. 5:14, I Pet. 2:9,
II Pet. 2:2, T Pet. 2:11-2)
d. Some other privaleges:
(l% Sainthood (I Cor, 122) P arLet To BE
() Citizenship (I Thess. 2:12) Cucer w0 K0k
@) Iife (I Tim. 6:12> WHEEEYWTE
(8Y sonship (I Jno. 3:1, Heb. 2:11)
(5) These privaleges are trusts conferring
both honor and great responsibility to
behave in a manner comensurate with the
trust.
e. One of the greatest and most stirring things
about Christianity is that it proclaims to
man that there is a high place waiting for
him and invites him to enter into it. (cf.
Saul call) Aic pe Mor FeAak 74 5 Joogs -
II. We choose our own place in this world.
1. Peter's feference, of course, was the final
place or destiny of Judas, but that was incident
to and a result of, ?hgplace he chose for him-

2. Just so with us. Not only do we ehoose our
final place, but we choose our own place in this
life too. We are not victinms of , nor driven by
ebhvir@nent.
(a. Some people are dreaded rather han
giwelcomed while others are sought after. Bach
y chooses his place by his disposition and
'Sgponduct toward his fellowman. (cf. truthfulness
‘dishonesty, dependability etc.)
bH. Thus we place or misplace ourselwes, by
| fgawr OUT personality and character.
Wk w1 Nc, Wo one has to be good; no one has to be
ﬂmﬁﬁgf y had - nor does one have to be saved - or lost.
' IIT. The future place. There is one. (kit. 25:%4, 41)
1. Ve would like to think that Judas went to a
place of happiness, put we cannot pilcture him
there. (Jn. l?:lE)(%@ngﬂz%}
o Tt is true we know little aboub the future
place, but we are not entigely ignorant of 1t.
5. The fact of & retribution 1N future life is
a sadly neglected truth today. (Heb. 2:1~%)




You canno®t dismiss retribution without
dismissing God. (IT Cor. 5:10, Rev. 22:12).
But man is the great factor in determining his
ovn fate. Ade.i2:46,LxTi30

"Still as of old, man by himself is priced;

For thirty pleces, Judas sold himself, not Chr."”
4, Judas went to his own place in gpite of Christ.
So it is with all of us. (Jleb. 2:9, Ht. 11:28,
Rev. 22:17)
5, The destiny of the wicked is & solemn subject,
but there is another place about which we may
e (Jno. 14:1m§7 God, loves every sinner,
and wants hi b home. (II Pet. %:9, Heb.
:l2). Considex Tt in the window and the
prodigal son.

Biblip: "One Hundred Sermons'” L.G. Thomas




ﬂﬁziéﬁ? The First Gosnel Sermon
Acts 2:1-42

The story of the scheme of redemption is the
most thrilljpp ever told. It beging in Gen. and
ends in Rev, Thus it is obviously impossible to
“tell the whole story at one time but there are
places in the Bible where it is condensed into
it's most important points. Such a place is the
second chapter of Acts in the sermon of Peter.
This ig the first sermon under the Great Commis-—
sion. (lit. 28:18-20)

1. When this sermon was preached, Jesus had

made salvation possible by his death, burial

and resurrection. (Heb. 9:22, Iit. 26:28, Col.

1:14). As a risen Savior, and King, he sat down

at the right hand of God. (lMk. 16:19). Thus

he was ready to make priestly intercession for

the)penitent. (Zech. 6:1%, Heb. 9:24, 7:25,

&4

6\2 The plan was developing and unfolding down
through the ages but it was imcomplete until

Christ-made the sacrifice (Heb. 10:14, 911536

—2 () 3. God drew up the plan (IT Tif. 1:9), Jesus

P

executed it (II Tim. 1:10), and the H.S. made
it known {Jno+ 16+1%, Kt. 10:20),

é@4 This plan as preached by the 1'.8. is perfect.
We are not concerned with changlng it (II Pet.
%:16) but with meeting its requirements (Rev.
20:12)

é§5 Therefore let us carefully study this in-

- spired sermon and find its lessons for us.
I. When was this sermon preached? This is impor-
tant always. The ®xt leaves no doubt. (2:1-4)
1. This was no chance happening but was on the
divine timetable.,

a. In studying the purpose of God from Gen.
to John, we find everything pointing and
moving forward at a brisk rate to a time
when savation would be offered to a sin~cur=-
gsed and dying world.
b. Ex. (Gen. 3:15, 12:3, Isa., 53:4-5, lit.
3:%3, Jno. 12:32). The time of the sacrifice
came, H hour arrived when the hammer's ring-
ing impaled the Son of God on the cross (Eph.
1:9-10, Rom. 5:6)
c. The "covenant of pardon (Heb 8:12) cane
into force. (Heb. 9:153). Wait. (Ik. 24:49,
Bets 1:7-8)
d. The day of salvation was hearaléed with
the sound of a "rushing mighty wind." The
power came, the Kingdom established and he
gates of goon (sqlvatlon) opehe@ WJth the
keys of gospel preaching. T ST S A ESTAL G,

e. Jesus had kept hishbromise. (¥t. 16:18-19)




2. Pentecost was one of great annual feasts of
the Jes. All able-bodied Jewish males were re-
quired to attend these feasts. (Deut, 16:16).
Jesus condemned at feast of Unleavened bread,

last feast and it is fitting that thé very

next one, he should be vindicated and his reign

established.,

*3} On the day of Pentecost, the time was right
ripe. (Acts 1:7-8). Volumes of prophecy were
being fulfilled.

IT. The auvdience. (Acts 2:5~11). Not only was there

a vast throng present, the Bible says they were

devout people.

1. They were devoted to what they thought right.

2. Were in city to worship God.

e RotV1tvstﬂnd1ng thelr devotion to that which
shey believed to be right they were guilty of
crucifying thé&é Son of God. (Acts2:2%, 36) (Acts
22:5-U, 2%:1, 26:9)
a. Deeply religious people can be deeply
W ong . v
b. Even devout people need to be converted.
4, As far as Crrist is concerned these weére un-
believers. They were not faborable to the Gog-
pel nor toward Crrist. They were disobedient
and lost.
o a. T%erefore they greatly needed Christ. (Acts
- G412
b. If these sinners were ssoved who crucified .
the Lord of Glory, then we can be saved too.*@ﬁ@
(and in the same way)
ITTI. The Predc%”r To have a sernon we must have a
preacher. Who wasg this preachfrv (2:14) But what
about the VelaCLtV of his message?

1. Ml?ﬁuallflcatWOﬂS (IT Pet 1:16, Jdn. 14:26,

16:1%, Acts 2: 4>-Cy¢MU%%KB?/y<“MMﬁ

2. His avthority (Mt. 16:13%-1€, ”8 1v~cO k.

16:15~-16, Ik, ol 46-47, Jno. 1%:20, 1)

%. (II Fox. 5:20) To he end of LJO world Ve

have the right preacher.

IV. The Serwmon. What was the topic of Pelters preach-
ing?
1. The introduction - The miracle explained
(14=21) Skilfull opening -~ to remove the prejudice
from the hearts of his hearers.
2. Jesus proclaimed Lord and Christ. (22-35)

: . a. His boldness surprising. He declared Jesus

%ﬁm@d Mgéfbe approved of God but condemdied by those

who were listening to him.

b. After they had killed him, God had raised

him up. (P¢~f 4), This of course placed the

audience in direct opposition to God.

¢. He then began to prove the res. and exal-

tation of Jesus.

1 (1) Ry their own scriptures (£5-31, Jn. 5: /

AN O-40, Acts 13:27). The promseed messiah. e

&&ii o [\xaw,c {




(2) By the testimony of eye witnesses. (32)
(%) By the %Upernatural manifestation of
the hour. (%%-35) o
) The ray of %opo.«(vﬁ. Y Yo T
5. The irresistable conclusion, one armed with
~unspeakable terrors for his gvilty hearere. (36)
V. The eft@obs of the sermon and results that fol-
]owed.
1. They were pricked in their heart wiich here
implies that they believed whabl tuey Tieard. (B87)
2. Asg believers then theyv asked "Brethren what
shall we do?" Bhey realized their undone con-
dition and wanted to know how to be freed from
the terrible guilt.
5. Peter's anewer was direct and to the point;
theyv couldn't misunderstand it. 1t made ssible

hudjﬂfdeOﬂ to all of bhem - it was omething
could do. (%28-39) -
4, Continving his sermon, he exhorted them (40)
to "save themselves™ The only way was to do what
Feter told them.
5. The hapry resvlt (41)
6. Question in retrospect:
a. Did Peter give them the right answer?
Was Peter btrue to the comission Jesus had
given him?

- b. If this answer was correct then, what is

wrong with it now? Has God changnd his plan
for saving the lost sinner then?
e. Does the record indicate any of those
seeking salvation that day arguing with Peter
about the terms of pardon? They wanted to be
free from their guilt and asked in all sin-
cerity what to do. Peter, guided by the H.3.
t0ld them. "They that gladly recoLVOQL S
word were baptized.!
d. Did Peter make a mistaeke in offering
baptlom as a condition of pardon? (Iik.l16:16,
I Pet. 3:21)
T 7. Verse 44 sLow what is expected of the Lord's
oeoplo who are saved from their sins, according
S to the Lords nlqn, which is of covtse, the onl@
“Lplan.
VI. You know all that the pentecostians knew when
they weresaved - wihy have vou not as they, acted
upon it?7
1. Thev knew they were sinners.

W

o 2. They knev Peter told the truth about Crrist

0

and hig offer of remission of sinsg.

3. They became members of the church of Christ
bought with his blood.

4+, "Why do you wait dear brother?"

) o S B Borrione ™




The Sinner's Part in Salvation
Acts 2:40

Salvation is a comprehensive subject. Ordinarily
we think of it from the Lord's standpoint but the
Bible teaches that it has two aspects. viz. divine

. and human.
" 1. One of the popular doctrines of the day is
that man is required to do nothing. (Just believe)*
(Jno. 3:16) (compare Jas. 2:22) (Jas. 1:22)
2. We wish to point out what the sinner must do
to be saved. (Acts 9:6)
I "Save yourselves' (Acts 2:40) This is salvation
in the sense of (Mk. 16:15-16). "Work out your own
salvation" (Phil. 2:12) This is salvation in the
sense of (Matt. 24:1%, Rev. 2:10). Compare with:
(I Pet. 1:9, 5 - II Pet. 1:10-11) (Rom. 15:11)
1. Salvation is. of God. (Jonah. 2:9)
a. (Isa. 4%:11, Jas. 4:12, I Tim. 4:10, II
Tim. 1:9, Heb. 5:9) God is the supreme source
and agency of it. (I Cor. 5:18-19
b. Our part is instrumental and subordinate
but necessary. The teacher of disobedience is
not the teacher sent from God. (I Tim. 6:3%-5,
Mt. 7:21) :;
¢. All things are of God but if man is to enjoy
the salvation thus provided, he must give in .
- to the divine arrangement.
© 2. The salvation in the text is the salvation
from sin for the murderers of Christ. (We are
all murderers of Him in a sénse - our sins nailed
him to the tree) (cf. Acts 2:23)
%3, One may not be either mentally or physically
passive and receive this salvation. Questions
a. Can a sinner be saved from sin without re-
nounceing it? (Ik. 1%:3)
b. Can he renounce it before ceasing to love it?
¢c. Can one be saved without seeking? (Heb. 11: ’
6). What does seeking the Lord mean to you?
d. Can one enbter heaven without obedience?
(Mt. 7:24 - "These sayings of mine")
TI The two fold aspect of salvation illustrated
(Acts 27:9-44)
1. Points to observe:
a. The divine side (24) Tpken alone it indica-
tes that there is no question regarding the
certainty of their salvation.
b. Human side (31). God had done His part yet
man must acquiewsce in the divine arrangement
if he is to enjoy the salvation.
c. How did they "save themselves" (i.e. appropri
at§ the salvation that God had provided.) (42-
44
2. Likewise in Salvation from sin. (God does for
us what we cannot do for ourselves. For example;
a. Bannot find God by searching (Job 11:7)




But he revealed himself in Jesus Christ that
we might know him. (Jno. 14:8-9)
b. We cannot of ourselves fathom truth in the
absolute. We cannot 1lift the soul out of ig-
norance and sin. We cannot produce inspiration.
But God by his Spirit has brought these to us,
(I Cor. 2:9-13, Jno. 8:32, I Pet. 1:22)
c. We cannot redeem our soulé from guilt, nor
atone for the sins we have committed, but
God has given his own son to be amdeemer for
us, and become rigteousness for the beleiver
( I Cor. 1:30)
d. We cannot discover a pathway to heavsn or
uncover the mysteries of eternity, but God,
by the resurrection of Jesus scattered the
darknegs of death and brought life and immor-
fa%égy to light through the gospel. (II Tim.
e. We cannot belleve, repent or be baptized
for remission of sin at all except we be led
by the Spirit of God. (Rom. 8:14),7°%/" "
"as many" as are thus led, and no moxre
"%. Thus though it is abundantly evident that ‘sale
vation is of the Lord, we are commanded to "save
yourselves"
a. In other words although all this has been
done for us, we are still unsaved until we
, accept the salvation of God by complying with
- the conditions of the gospel.
b. Note for instance the other manifestations
of God's grace: (bread, sunshine, water, air)
/4. Now some will argue that the gosple contem=-
. plates the sinner as dead. (Eph. 2:1) This, how-
% ever, is not in the sense that is often attached
. to the word. (Separation but not total helpless-
' mess) (The call of Jesus demands the ability to
%"comi“, "look", "drink", "follow", "obye™" dJno.
L 7:17 '
% a. A dead body floating in a stream is entirely
passive and if brought out at all must by by
"main force" (?hat this 1np11es) (T 724 & Fe.2i9)
b. One may be in the river and in danger of
drowning. Left to himself he will perish;
But if a hand is reached to him to save him,
he can grasp it and thus both save himself and
be saved.
c. So with the sinner. Keep in mind that the
. exhortation to "save yourself" did not come
“.until the divine side had been accomplished.
IIT How did Peter preach the salvation promlsed on
that day of pentecost when he said (Acts 2:40)

1% Facts - revealing what God has done for our
salvation. Incarnation, life, death, burial, res-
urrection and exaltation of the Son of God.

2. Commandments - revealing what we must do to be

P A K
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saved. They are:
a. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. They |
were unbelievers when he began but believers
when he finished. (c¢f. 2:36-37)
b. Repent
~  C. Be baptized in the name of Christ, (Acts
’ 2:%8a)
2. Promises - revealing what God will do for those
who obey the gospel:
a&. Remission of sins
b. Gift of the H.S.
c. Citizenship in the kingdom of God. (Acts
2:38-41)
4, Thus the facts to be believed, commandments
to be obeyed and promises to be &njoyed and hoped i
for make up the gospel and embrace both the divine
and human side of salvation.
5. Why are you not saved?

P
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;Romf 1%:11 "And that, knowing the time, that now it

is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is

—_ our salvation nearer than when we believed."

Jonah 2:9¢c "Salvation is of the Lord"

I Tim. 4:10 "For therefore we both lahor and suffer
reproach, because we tPust in the living God, who
is the Saviour of all men, specially of those
that believe."

II Cor. 5:18-19 "And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and
hath given to us the ministry of reconcilation;
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation.”

T Tim. 6:%3=5 "If any man teach otherwise, and consent
not to wholesome words, even the words of our
Tord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is
according to godliness; He is proud, knowing
nothing..."

I cor, 2:9-13 "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen,
" nor &ar heard, neither have entered into the heart

of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, ea, the deep things of God. For what
man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man.which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of
God. Which things also we speak, not in the words
which man's wisdom teacheth; but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth:; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual.”

Rom. 8:14 "For as many as are leé by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God."

2



Feter's Second Sermon
Acts %:11-26

I. We do not know how nuch time has elapsed since

Pentecost etc. This chapter opens with The healing

of the lame man (1~ WO) rdate. As a result "all the
== people ran together unto them."

/OCCd51ona11y we might wish we could create a
spectacular commotion and thus assemble an audience
to which we could sing the "wonderful words of life."

1. I'm sure it would be a real experience to have
looked out upon that wondering multitude as did
Peter.

— 8, Curiousity is a lever to open closed minds.
b. Moses turned aside to see the bush thatb
burned but didn't. Pentecostians beleld the
tongues and heard unl@ttered Gallleans spezk
divers languvages fluently. Athenians who ine
vestigated Paul's strange gods.

_— Co Peter probably saw something else, an awe

of two powerful men.

2. Feter's disclaimer (19} Kodern preachers fall

“woefully short here. (II Cor., #4:5)

5. AtTention is lifted from themselves, from the

~ one healed to the Power present. The name (power)
of the Bon of God., (l3a & 16a)
a. Grestness of his power. "Dven the winds and
P, the sea obev him." (Eph. 1:19ff) Subdues
- (Phil. ,al) ueepo (IT Tim. 1:12) Saves (Heb.
7 ’)5>'— e
- b. Namemgreatness of, (FPhil. 2:9~11, Acts 4:12)
c. liot to be Grnilbd with. ¢f. seven sons of
sceva. (Lets 19) el ¢ ”
d. Look not to Lne prescher, "th
not Peter - it is the nanme of Christ.
e. Looking at Peter, your gaze is too low.
(Col. 3:1-2)
11T A vident 1mpemchmemt& T%e courase and plainness
/" of apostolic preaching is amazing. It either con-
verted or made a mortal enemy. Do not encourage .
Bible teachers to teach "soft" lessons, appeasing
every strring conscience, but rather incite to comre-
ageous declarations of the plain trugh. Time is
short. Peter "raked them over the coals of hell.
(1 ff). Christians need to be stirred to vigorous
service; sinners need to be won - hearts must be
"eut." Souls must "ery" in pain.
1. God glorified -'ye denied. (Bph. 1:20~2%, Heb.
S T I 2, LT Tim., 6:15-16, Fev. 5:17-1%). Consider

his celestial glory -~ contrast 1t with his

shame .

2, Pilate would have released him - ve delivered

~ him up. & heathen governor, not one of Abrahams
children voiced his only defengo, If wou desphse
this abominsable gentile, how must you de%ﬁi?@"“”_ ;

yourselves. "Why what evil hath he done.” f




"Crucify him."
~a. The "chosen" rejected him. (Jno. 1:11)

T FaulTused later this same sense of shame
&Qgﬁoﬁ 214 :
c. They showed themselves uﬁworthy of the

honor. Thus condemnation (Jno., %:19)

d. But all of us are unworthy for how many
times have we turned unhearing ears away

from the voice of the heavenly visitor?

Beel. 7:20) How often comes the call of
opportunity to do good, to teach, to live (Gal.

6:10)
e. Thus God's much blessed ”chosen" people
reject him and render their lives barren.

5. Holy ..and just one offered you uﬁd you pren
" ferred a murderer. (14)
a. Christ holy in every way. No fauvlt could
be found in him. (Heb. 4:15, I Pet., 2:22)
b. An opportunity of choice was extended to
them they chose evil. Consider the choice of
Korah & Dathan, of Nadab and Abihu, of
Rehoboam, of <ULh etc.
4, He was prince (suthor) of life ~ you killed
him (15) (Jno. 5:26) The paradox explained
(Jno., 10:17-18). He had to stoop to the habilment
of f%esh before 1t could be possible (cf. Heb.
214
a. When at his feet you should have sought
life, you ralsed against him the instruments
of death,
b. And this you d4id with lawless hands (2:23)
c. In killing him however, you and the forces
of evil, spent your last energy. (Gen. %:15,
Col. 2:14-15)
5. All vour vaunted efforts were vain - for God
'la]u@d him up (1%) vour victory was the defeat
of all evil for all time. (Acts 2:24)
a. The force of pure and indomitable life
overturned the empire of Satan and robbed
death of its sting.
b. (Rev. 1:18)
6ﬂhL@w10 his power at which you now wonder.
MHealing. (16)°
7. Recap this series of what would appear to be
irretrievahle errors.
IIT. A tender call. Suddenly there is a change in
Peter's manner and tone. "And now brethren."?
1. This vou did $shrough ignorance. Ionorance EX
tinuates but does not absolve. (cf. Lk. 25:34,
I Tim, 1:1%, I Tim., 1:15). Those who "know not
God shall be destroyed by fire (II Thess. 1:8,
Compare Jno. 17:3). The ignorant are still
guilty even if only of the sin of bezﬁg ignorant !
2. They had been wicked instruments in the ful-
fillment of prophecy (18)

,,,,




a. God had ordained that Jesus should die
(Acts 2:23)

b, Their action had been both voluntary and
wicked in doing the deed. (iBed) We do not
know how this is so but we know it is so. (do
with Judas - Josevh)

¢, He saw thelr evil hearts and used their
blind beastiality to accomplish the ends of
his love and mercy. (Jno. %:16)

d. Peter makes them aware of their foolishness
by letting them see themselves in theprophets.

3. Notice the sympathetic tone; the gentle allow-

ance. "You had no idea that your deed was what

it was while doing it."

4, Repent and be converted" Blackboard exercise

icomparing Acts 3:19 with 2:38. "Repent and turn”

are two distinct changes. They are not redundant.

Repent is not turning!

2. Repentance is a change of the mind (will)
brought about by Godly sorrow and resulting
in reformation of life. (Nt. 21:28-29,
T Cor. 7:9-10, Mt. 3%:8)
b, Sins "blotted out." Metaphorical statement
equivalent to "forgivness." Show figure
of erasure.
¢c. "be converted." It denotes a change but 2
change must have a beginning, therefore
3 person is properly said to turn when he
does the first act of the better.life.
(1) One act uniformly enjoined. Peter's
hearers saw it done daily (2:41, 47).
Thus they knew certainly that he meant to
turn by being baptized. Baptism was the wrn-
ing acte.

(2% "Re converted" occupies same relation
between repent and forgiveness. Thus they
now hear Peter command them to "repent and
turn" for the same blessing for which he
had formerly commanded them to "Repent and
be baptized." They naturally understood that
the generic "be converted" was used with
gpecific reference to baptism.

I¥. A promised blessing. Consequences of great and

incalculable value are guaranteed to the individuals

who respond to this teaching.
1. Sine blotted out! (19) (Heb. 8:12)
2, Times of refreshing (19) Placed where gift of
H.9S. was located inflst discourse, and conseguently
refers to the refreshing of the soul by the '
joyous confidfélce of sonship. (Ro. 8:17, Gal. &:
26-27, 4:6) (USE TAGEMHN N GAL-Z
%, Christ to be sent (20) To daim”his own ab
the last day. (cf. I Thess, 4:16-18). He is now
in heaven (I Cor. 15:2%-28). He=d@=neW—ii-iree e
He comes in a brilliant burst of day chasing

//

P




- away forever the dark mists of death. Till all
"~ the prophecies are fulfilled.
V A comparison and contrast., (ef. Mt. 25:32)
1. Moses and Christ (22)
2. The contrast: '
-~ a. Curse upon the non hearers (25)
1 b. Blessing implied upon those. who will
hearken.
(1) This is the blessing of Abraham.
(7?) You are the first to be blessed for
vou are the children of Abrahan.
(3) How Jesus blesses. "Turning away
every one of you from your iniguities."

\\\

Biblip: Joseph Parker. Vol. 2%,.d.W. iic Garvey
"Commentary on Acts". L.G. Thomas "Ihird Hundred
Sermons”. (lMore or less original arr.)

*llc Garvey New Comm. on Acts pp 38-62

Notes

1. Restoration of all things -~ cf., Mbt. 17:11, k.
9:12, Acts 1:6, %:21

2. Jesus and Moses

- Note: Authority of loses himself binds them to
‘the authority of Jesus.
Verse 24, Jesus the Reigning Messiah, now. A1l
prophets had spolen of his reign, therefore all
prophets had spoken of these days.

3, The devout persons would be the ones gabthered
at the hour of prayer.




IT Cor. 4:5 "For we presch not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for
Jesus' sake,"

Ephe 1:19 "And what is the exceeding greatness of his
—, POWET to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of hie mighty power."

FPhil, %:21 "Who shall change our vile bodx, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord-
ing to The working whereby he is able even to sub-
dve all things unto himself."

Rev. 5:12-1% "Saying with a loud voice, Worhty is the
Lanmb thet wes slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and Fonor, and glory,
and blessing. And every creafurc which 1s in h@nven,
and. on the earth, and uvnder the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all theat are in tuem, heard
I saying, Blessincg, andboror, and glory, and power,
be unto him that sitieth upon the throne, and
unto the Lemb for ever and ever,"

Homs 11:14 "I by any means I may provoke to emulation
hem which are my flesh, and mi

1:1% "Who was before a blasphemer, and a perse-
vtor, and injurious: but 1 obltained mercy, be-
use I did it ignorantly in unbelief."
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Before the Rulers L TR 29
Acts 4:5-12 e O ReAD

Having spent the night in jail, one would expect

them to be the picture of trembling trepidation,
~0ut this story is not what one would expect,

- Consgider for a moment the reason for their im-

prisonment. They had, by todsay's standards, reason

to be hang-dog and dejected.

The first thing we find in this reading is the
great august body of ruling Jews., The Sanhedrin,
arrayed in the total authority of Israel facing
them in a semi~-circle.

ivery eye fastens upon them and the chamber
echos with the interresation (vegue-crafty). (vs.7)
Perhaps Peter remembers a morning, not too long
ago, when he stood afar off at this same chawber.
See's Christ condemned. Denies. However his behavior
is not at all the same this day.

I. The Power Identified. The power was that of a
name and the name was that of Jesus Christ. The
name he had denied and which (they thought) they
had banished from the earth.

1. A name may be made to stand for a persons

character; his office and all he represents.

(Ex. Adam = red earth, Israel = prince of God,

o Abrsham = father of multitudes). Peter here ex-~
© enpdifies his name as given by the Lord. Simon
the fearful is replaced by Cephas the fearless.
(cf. Isa. 9:6, Mt. 1:21, Acts 2:36). The power
of the name i1s the power of the person} It en-
compasses the authority he exercises and favor
he bestows.
2. The name of Jesus had been a power to reckon
with during his ministry. But having put him
to death, his name, they supposed, would become
as cold as granite and as lifeless as his mangled
body.
5., The grave could not contain him. "Vain the
stone, the watch, the seal" he arose. This fact
was announced on Fentecost. His ascension and
coronation at God's right MéMPen was proclaimed.
Mighty works began again to astonish the people.
This ex-lame man was a living example.
4. Peter and John, being imprisoned all night
were arraigned 1n court the next day on serious
(?) charges. "By what power, or by what name
. have ye done this?"
- a. The fact is, there were no charges. They
dare not be specific. They hoped they could
"scare" Peter & John into incriminating them-
selves.
b. Peter turned their craftiness against
® themselves by a point-blank recitation of
pertinent facts. He was ready not by his




own power, but the power of theH.S. (8).
Ccmp. S " m T, [03[(9}’)%53
c. Peter's statement (verse 9)
(1) Good deed. (comp. Mt. 12:0-14, Acts
10:%8, Wit. 5:16) (Jas. 4:17)
-~ (2) The means (Ut. 7:17, Mt. 12:25-26)
(3) A similar case (Jno. 10:31-32)
5, The case stated. (10) By the name of:
3. "Jesus Christ". The union of these two
names would be particularly offensive to the
Sanhedrin.
b. "Of Nazareth." Here he is fully identified.
(ef. Jn. 1:46). The "Nazarene." (cf. Acts <28

¢, "Whom ye crucified.'" To erase the last
vistéige of doubt. Doubtless every jaw went
slack at Peter's courage.
d. "Whom God raised from the dead." In case
you should still be unconvinced. The name of
a dead and rotting corpse, strikes awe in
no one's heart. But they knew the grave was
empty. They saw the miracle.
e, "Even by him" this miracle has been done.
"whole.” This men has been saved from his
pitiful and invalid sbate by the name of this
Jesus. However salvation as Peter preached
. it means more than the mere recovery of phy-
gical health.
IT. Salvation: - is closely akin to the miracle
which Peter & John had performed. Sin does to the
soul, the same thing that disease and afflictions
do to the boéﬁ. Sin is a deadly disease and sal-
vation is the delivery of our sould from all those
inclinations (geims) of evil which work within us.
(Rom. 7:24)
1. The greatness of it. (Heb. 2:1-3)
a. It is eternal (Heb. 5:8-9)
b. Value of Sovl (lit. 16:26)
¢c. Compare the attention we give physical
tgglvation" with that we give soulé salvation.
2. The over all idea of salvation is the todal
restoration of man from his fallen state. It
begins with us as wandering sheep. /e are put
upon the shoulders of the good shepherd, carried
to the fold where we are disciplined and cared
for through life, finally to be brought to the
green pastbures of heaven, beside the still
. waters of eternal joy.
TII. Mans Need of Salvation. (Rowm. %:10, 2%) Being
lost in sin, man is wholly unable to save himself.
If he is saved at all, it must be by someocne greater
than himself. (Wit. 1:27, Rom. 7:24~-26, Rom. 5:6,
Tit. %:5) .
Three deadly things about sin which we might
consider are found in (Ps. 103%:2-4).The guilt of




its iniquities, the ravages of its diseases and the
distructive power are appalling. (Salvation is al-
ways topic of apostolic preaching.)

1. The guilt of sin. (Iniquities). One is guilty

whén he 1§ justly chargeable for his sin. Hée le s

o~ responsmbﬂ% vy to God. God has the authority;
He gives the law; We must obgy When we do not,
we are guilty of sin. (Ps. 5154, Isa. 59:1-2).
The mission of the Spirit was to impress this
guilt (Jno. 16:8). Untill we are thus made aware ;
we are not ready. (Tk 15:17-19)
2. The disease of sin. Like a disease, sin leaves
no area of the soul untouched. Tven respectable
sing are a raging fever. It is like & stain, a
little colors all. (illud. §%ain in glass oi
water). Like the blood on Lady lic Beths hand,
the gtain of sin is something we cannot wash
away., (Isa. 1:18, Acts 22:16)
A Tb@ ﬁj(‘"i“mnrrrmrn nnmmniﬁ‘?’ sin. (distruction = pit)
How far may the sinner go before he findg him~
s&lf in the bondare of sin. Sin enslaves,
(Jno. ©:34)he tyranny of evil may begin with
a single sjﬁful act but each sin makes another
sin eas 1er. 7 other thread in
liberty is 19
comblete, én act oft
i1s v and & habit . long .
, contlnu d etxliles lnto ch arﬂnier
lV “The saving name. Peter proceeds to nail the
pullt down. Juts the méukeyv on their backs. (Vs,
10-11) The "rock" of saletiom rejected,jt is wvaide
to look anywhere else (Rom. 9:3%) This prophecy,
they likely understood. Rejected the lessiah.
1. There is salvation no where else. There
is one cornerstone and one only chosen of God.
(cf. I Pet. 2:4-8, I Cor. 3:11). A& simpler or
more emphatic statemeﬂt could mot have Dbeen
made. (Jno. 15:6). No other nanme.
2. lvst be gaved by nane.
g, Calling on his name we are saved’ (Iotu 2 21)
b. It is in his hame we are baptized. -bdw=ror
-oFbert=into~hin, (Acts 2:38, Rom., 6:3%-4, Gal.
%5:27) Indeed we find a comrontﬁlv in other
portions of Acts. (dects 9:6, 22:16)

2

4. Only in Ohrl%t is there even the faintest
glimmer of hope for salvation (I Tim. 1:1,
I Jno. 3:%). Song "Only in Thee"

i
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Living With Jesus
Ac.4:13

Intro. Peter & John are on trial before the Sanhedrin.
Relate the incidents of the day: Heating lame man,

Peter's sermon, arrest.
™ 1, 8cene 1s a vivid contrast between the dignity
.. and authority of the court sitting in grand semi-
- ciwle and two unlearned fishermen on trial for their
lives.
2. But Peter and John were more than a match for
their stately pomp and imperious authority. They
had been with Jesus! (cf. Ac.4:8-13%)
3, From this we learn that the conviction and bold-
ness that comes from beding with Jesus are more im-
portant than any amount of formal education.
(I Co.1:27-28, lit.11:25)
4, Text.
I. Being A Cphristian Is Living With Jesus.
A, Becoming a Christian is being united with Jesus.
(Ga.3:27)
v+ 1. Every responsible person is either with him
w‘\or against him. (Mt.12:%0)
2. T'o be united with him must die, be buried
and raised with him (Ro.6:3~4, Co.5:1)
%3, The Christian is in Christ and with Christ and
Christ is in him and with him. The beautiful

P mystery of baptism.
B. Living the Crhristian life is living daily with
Jesus,.

1. In study and meditation. Disciples enjoyed
a wonderful blessing in the physical presence
of the Master! To walk, talk, eat with Jesus.
Ici. 1.99) We can do thls uhrough intimacy with
his words. (Co.3:16a, Ps.1l:2). Transforming
fellowship (II Co0.3:18). (e¢f. Ph.l:21, Ga.2:20)
&%w¢?(II Co.5:7 - by faith we live with nim -
e reading the gospels, pondering his spirit, deeds,
death. (ofvHm#-2p.67)
fMM“Z In ﬁ%llc and private worship. Prayer
19:20 (I Th.5:17) (P.99, Song 263). Singing (Songs
468 286) Adoration.
3, Service to others (Ac.10:38). If we would
Walk with him, we must go into the homes of
the poor and lowly, ministering to those in
need.
C. The tragedy is that too often we are not inter-
ested in being with Jesus.
o~ 1. Our time is consumed with others: Family,
politicians, athletes, actors and actresses,
et.al. How much time do we spend each day with
Jesus? _
2. Church membe#s find little room and little
time for the Lord. Cf. Rich Fool, Demas,
Laodiceans. We nmust take time to be holy.

&



II. Christian Character Is Developed By Living
With Jesus.
A, Courage and conviction can best be learned
from Jesus.
1. This was needed by early disciples then,

-~ and it 1s needed by Christlans today, (Ep.6:l0,
; 19, I Pe.4:16). Willingness to be right...and
- alone. (Bg., Paul II Ti.4:16)
2. Examples of Jesus boldness: (WMt.23:13ff,
Jn.18:5ff). He was unafraid.
B. Purity of heart can be lezrned from the master
teacher.
1. Purity,holiness, piety is absolutely necess-—
ary (Mt.5:8, I Ti.5:22, He.l2:14), (2500 Ill.
#1872 Held in high regard by all peoples).
2. It is easy to ging "Purer in Heart", but
if we really desire it, we will let Jesus
teach us and then really try to apply the
lesson personally.
%, He was perfect in purity and innocence.
He thought, said, did no evil.
C. Forgiveness is best learned in the school of
Christ,.
l. It is so necessary to Christian character,
but so often sadly lacking even among professed
Christians. (Mt.18:21-22, lk.11:25-26). (I11l.
Dicg. of Thoughts pp. 217-218) (c¢f. I Co.13:6
NEB
2. Bxamples of Jesus' spirit of forgiveness.
(ILk.9:54-55, 1k.2%:34), He has been with Jesus
who can, while suffering the wrong, forgive
hsi tormentors. (cf. Ac.7:60)
D. The Spirit of sacfifice and unselfishness is
learned from Jesus.
1. A needed virtve (Ro.1l2:1, II Co0.8:2, 12:15,
Mt.16:24)
2. Both his life and his death give evidence of
his unselfishness (II C0.8:9, Ph.2:568)
B. Christians are expected to develop the "Graces"
"(IT Pe.l:5-7, II Pe.3:18). This is done by living
with Jesus. "Today I have grown taller from walking
with the trees, and I think my heart is whiter for
it's pearly with a star." -Karl W. Baker.
1. Our associates are vitally important to usil
(Illus. Youth, Adults Cle¥. p. 101)
I1II. The World Does Take Knowledge of Christians.
A. The world watches. Others are continually watch~
ing our attitude, language, cogduct. We are a
" watched people; sometimes kindly, sometimes une=
kindly, but always keenly. (cf. Mt,5:16)
1. The influence of our lives is either good or
bad. We are bringing others to Christ or lead-
ing, chasing them away. We either live with
Jesus or away from him.
2. Professing to live with Jesus is not enough.



B, Bvery Christian must be with Jesus if he would
be a power for good in the world. In short, the
world should see Christ in us - or it may never

gee Christ at all (Ga.2:20, Co.%:3)

G. If we wish to live with Jesus in Heaven, we nmust

o~ live with him on earth among men.

Bib. Clevenger Ser. For Saints & Sinners pp-98-102
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¢hila [
1. Jno. 3:18 (Jno. 3:36)
2. Mt. 13:38
~ 3. Rom. 8:14
- 4. Jno. 8:44
5. I JdJno. 3:10
IT Third Group - Child of God still, but have sin-
ned
1. Examples:
a. Acts 5:1-11
b. Acts 8:8-24 (r2-13)
c. I Jno. 1:8 & 10 -
2. They were saved but they sinned. Does God

demand the same acts of obedience in forgiving
them their sins? or does he have one law for
those who have never been saved and another for
his children? This is our question.
ITI Citizens of his Kingdom -~ (illus. U.S. law
for "aliens" and "citizens")

1.

2.

2 kingdoms in spiritual realm.

" 8. Acts 8:12-Geds Kruapom Gow 6T VoRep DCew &'V

PRIMCE @& LWoper Jato. B3/

"be Mb. 12:26 -Ssrans croe Powear ondie Epusin

Apply ques. Does God deal with citizens of

His kingdom exactly as he deals with citizens

— of

devils kingdom?

IV Different principles: (Family, Nation, Church)

Study 2

V The
10
to
2.

Two Lawyers -Suppese fod2e AN AUEW.

Application to relifious world

Mixup - Prayer and baptism.

Since Pentecost, all aliens are commanded

be baptized to be saved

All Christians are commanded to confess sins

andpray

3.

The world has reversed these two laws.

VI To the Alien

1.

Matt. 28:18-20, Ik. 24;4f, Mk. 16:15-16.

They were sent to the alien with this message.

2.

4,

Citizenship papers. Birth certificate.

Examples

a. Acts 2:36-%8, 41, 47 (cf Jno. %3:3-5)

b. Acts 8:12

c. Acts 8:36-39 - Again no alter, no prayer

d. Acts 22:16 - Saul, an alien sinner hadto

be b. & washed— 1Fa07, Cooe 2 Aoy Ceonpe ixf3v H}wﬂ;m

e. Acts 10:48 - " & Cor. prayed without for-

giveness.

f. Acts 16:15 (When faithful, after baptism)

g. Acts 16:33~-34 (Not one time since Acts

2 no such practice, because that is not th

way of unduction into God's family)c”ﬁ£§§§§%;;

The New Life: A new relationship, ﬁ%% ci e&?k

ship, (Rom. 6:3-4). Line of demareation, .7,
5.k

o5




5. In Christ. (Eph. 1:7) Blessing s (&ph. 1:%)
One of these is the privaledge of prayer (Jno.
15:7, I Jno. 5:14) Lo, %545 gl
6. The family, kingdom, church: (I Tim. 3:15)
I Cor. 12:1%, Gal. 3:27, Jno. %:5 - saved Epk.
- 5:%5 & 26.
a. Citizen Phil., 3:20, Col. 1:13
b. Enrolled Heb. 12:2%
c. Assurance Heb. 10:22, I do. 5:14
7. This group, now as God's children, goes to
him in penitent prayer, confessing sins and are
forgiven without any need of "rebaptism".
VII BErring Christians - (children, citizens, members)
1. Acts 8:22
2. I Jno. 1:9 (John a Christian & writing %o
Christians)
3. Law for God's child: (1) repent (2) confess
(3) Pray (4) He's promised that they will be
forgiven. He is not rebaptized. God's child can-
not be baptized into Christ since he is already
there. Only an alien sinner may be baptized to
become Gods child and partaker of the promise.
VIII Conclusion. Having found that God does have
two laws of pardon, one for the alien sinner and
the ather to his child, we see very plainly what
has taken place in the field of religion. God's
~ laws must be understood or we shall stand before
~_Him in the last day, not having complied.
IX The two laws contrasted:
1. The alien must believe with all his heart,
repent of his sins, be baptized into Christ for
remission - this because it is Jesus command
( (Matt., 7:21) Mt. 28:, Mk. 16, Lk. 24. This is
the law of initial forgi¥eness and jnduction.
2. As a child, the formula is repent, confess
to God, and pray and he will be cleansed (Acts
8, I¥no. 1:7-9) This is for God's child, never
to an alien. Baptism to the alien, never to
God's child.
3. You cannot mix up God's laws, or substitute
means wisdom for divine fiat.

IPSV-pp-$y)




Accepted or Rejected
Acts 10:35, I Cor. 9:27

These two passages give us a picture of two aspects
of man, one joyful, the other full of unspeakable :
grief. This is the possibility of being either ac-
cepted or rejected. This possibility faces every
Christian. (I Cor. 10:12). -

As a matter of fact all of earths inhabitants
at the miment stand either accepted or rejected.

Have you given this serious thought concerning your-
self?

Some are accepted and some are rejected -~ this
is obvious to all students of the word of God for
it is clear that all are not destined to enjoy the
blessings of the eternal city.

ghat)does being accepted mean? (Mt. 25:34, Rev.

l:4

What does being rejected mean? (Mt. 25:41, lk.

Q:dly, Mbt. 13:42)

Is the importance of this study then evident?

(Mt. 16:26) We desire to be accepted. (Ne1“orGoedt)
I. Who accepts or rejects? -(Councils, Popes, Creeds,
Churches). Can men do it? @iny fail to appreciate

- - ; & pimesiaee . o ; o a"vm,
who the judge is anyway. T e S R s S )
1. It is Gods province to accept or reject (Rom.

14 2 3-4)

~ 2. He is the living judge. (Heb. 12:23%) Therefor
“nizihe alone qualifies to sebt up standards.ézkf-du
IT. Who will the Lord reject. Who will be addressed
in those awful solemn tones? What does God say?
1. Who rejects the word of God. (I Sam. 15:23).
How do we reject His word? (a) ignore (b) dis-
believe (c) substitute (4d) forget (e) Saul jJust
‘disobeyed. This is termed rebellion, viz. refus~
ing to do what God says whatever it be and results
in rejection.
2. Who lacks knowledge. (Hos. 4:6). One is held
responsible for what he has had an opportunity
to know or learn. (illus. the man didn't kinow
it was a one-way street but there was a sign;
also speed, stop etc.) églﬁﬁlﬁwﬁﬂmfﬁfﬁ
%. Who bears thorns. (Heb. 6:8) Bear no useful
fruit.
4, Who lack self-control. (I Cor. 9:27)
5. Who sells brithright (Heb. 12:15-17) (cf.
Milligan) One's birthright as a Christian for
ways of world.
S 6. Who goes by wrong law. "His servants ye are
whom ye otey." ,
7. Who offers wrong sacrifice (Gen. 4:%~7). This
is worship which is not strictly in accord with
divine specificationg, CS«iitele)
8. Who offers the torn, lame, sick (Mal. 1:13)
9. Who fails to do his duty. (lt. 25:41- Jas.
4:17, Heb. 2:3%) A 2 43,




10. Who does not obey the gosvel. (II Thess.
l:e=3Q) 7—~9
III. Who will the Lord accept when they apply for
entrance at the dazzling gates of light?
.4 1+ Those who believing place <heir trust in Jesus
~ 41 Christ, (Jno. 14:1-3). Who take up cross and
- fol ow the blood stained path that the Savior
Lof the world trod (Mt. 16:24)
2. Who fear God. (Acts 10:%5)
3. Who work righteousness (Acts 10:35)
%, Who offer the living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1).
LSaying "These hands are yours Lord, do with them
las you will,"
/ 2.1@%§ gquiet, peaceable, godly, honest (I Tim.
[, ©. The pious (performing duty toward parents)
PN (T Tim. 5:4)
7« Who endures persecution (IPet. 2:19-20)
/8. Who offer spiritual sacrifices -~ as contrasted
\ - with the carnal sacrifices under the law of lMoses
(I Pet. 2:5)
g a. Prayer, praise, contribution, indeed all
= items and acts of worship which Christians
E as priests offer to God.
/ b. These please God (Heb. 13:15-16)
1 9. Who gives (Phil, 4:16~18). Both the giver and
'~ -~ the gift are acceptable. )
1 10. Who speaks words of truth (Ps. 19:14, Bccl.
© | 12:10). Sing to the ears of all who will hear
- the "wonderful words of life."
' 11. Who thinks pure thoughts (Ps. 19:14). Christ-
L danity is a religion of the heart.
12. Who comes out on God's gside -~ there can be
0o vacillating or indecision (II Cor. 6:17)
13, Who serves Christ (Rom. 14:18)
14, Who does his duty (Mt. 25:34-86)
15. Who obeys the gospel. (Heb. 5:8-9)
a. The commands of the gospel
b. Repent and be baptized (Acts 2:%8)
c. Live faithfully. (Matt. 24:13%)
I¥. Is it plain then who can be accepted?
1. All people (Acts 10:%4~35), Christ died for
all, invites all.
2. Not man's person (Gal. 2:6% Just because you
are John Brown, doesn't mean you are saved re-
gardless of how fine you may tThink John Brown
is. You are a sinner and you need Christ, you
nust obey His gospel,
3. Who must decide this? (Acts 2:40)
- 4, Ween must we decide this? (II Cor. 6:2)
V. How do you stand now in the sight of God?
Accepted or rejected?

Zal o 8
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‘Rom. 14:%-4 W..t not him that eateth despise him that
' eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge
him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who
art thou that judgest another man's servant? to
~~ his own master he standeth or falleth, Yea, he shall
_be holdén up: for God is able to make him stand "

Gen. 4:%-7 "And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offer-
ing unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of
the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof,
And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offer-
ing: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not
respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his counte-
nance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art
thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And
unto thee shall be his desire and thou shalt rule
over him."

Mal. 1:13b "..and ye brought that which was torn, and
the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offer-
ing: should I accept his of your hand? saith the

Lord."

Phil. 4:16-18 "For even in Thessalonica ye sent once
" and again unto my necessity. Not because 1 desire
a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your
account. But I have all, and abound; I am full,
having received of Epaphroditus the things which
were sent from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God."

Beel. 12:10 "The preacher sought to find out acceptable
words: and that which was written was upright, even
words of truth."

Gal. 2:6Db "God accepteth no man's person.”

IT Cor. 6:2 "For he saith, I have heard thee in a time
accepted, and in the day of salvation have 1 suc-
cored thee: behold, now is the aecepted time; be-
hold now is the day of salvation."

Jas. din "Olne s ome Lrira e
G £» des L,

Heb. 1>:77 " oo
e .%Jgfw




Necessity of Repentence
Ac.17:30

Intro. Ever since man sinned, God has been calling
upon him to repent. The fundamental note that Paul
sounded to Jew and Gentile alike, in every place,
was Repentance. (Ac.20:21). John in Revelation
writing to seven churches, calls upon five of
them to repent.
I. Repentance Is Always Toward God. (Ac.20:21)
A. All sin is against God, even a sin against
self, fellowman or Christ is against God, the
author of all law transgressed; therefore re-
pentance must be toward God. (Nu.32:23, 1k.15:18)
(I1lus. Joseph against Potiphar see context -
Ges39:9b. David against Uriah, Ps.51:4, cf.
I Sa.1l2:23).
B. Faith is toward Christ. (Jn.%:18, 8:24,
I Jn.2:23, 415, 5+10=13) Thus as acceptable
faith is always directed toward Christ, acc-
eptable repentance is always directed toward
God. This gives us a more elevated basis for
contemplation of sin in essence.
II. What Is Repentance? In order to do it, we
. must know what it is.
- A, What it is not: Faith, prayer, conviction of
sin. (Ft.#L1)
1. Not reformed way of life (Mt.21:28-29,
Ac.26:20, Nt.3:8)
2. Not gloomy despair, grief or even sorrow
for sin. (II Co0.7:10). (Ft.#2)
B. Two words in N.T. tr'd repentance. (cf.
ISBE p. 2558)
1. Metamelomai. Seems to stress more the
emotional part of repentance, an attitude
of care, concern or regret. Occurs in fol.
places (Mt.21:29-30, 27:3etc) (Ft.#3)
2. Metanoia. "A change of mind." It refers
to a total change of mind. Biblical repent-
ance "consists of a radical transformation
of thought, attitude, outlook and directions.”
(New Bib. Dic. p. 1084). Hence, ess. a
change of mind which forsakes sin, renounces
it and denounces it.
C. Radical alteration of attitude.
ey 1. Right attitude toward God (cf. Ac.20:21,
II Co0.7:9-10, Ps.51l:4). "I have wounded
him." (Ep.4:30, Is.5%:5). He is right, holy,
good and all his demands are just. (De.32:4)
Ro.7:12, 14, 24). S
2. Right attitude twward self (Jb.42:6,
Tk.15:18-19, Jb:9:307'Ps.38:4, Is.64:6,
Ps.69:5) (ef. Is8.59:12-15)
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3, Right attitude toward sin. (Ro.6:21,
Is. 55:7, Pr.28:13%, II Co.7:10, Ps+dbi5,
119:104, 133 163, Am.5:15) (Ps.97:10,"Ye 7wa7 Love 77e
Pr.8:13) (Ezek.18:31) (II Ti.2:19) LOED HATE Fin
4, Right attitude toward others (Ac.16:33,
1x.19:8) Warn and call others away (Ezek.
%2:18-19)
D. Valid repentance.
1. Largely a negative act in turning the
heart from sin but not without it's positive
implications.
2. Valid -~ has an associated pos. aspect.
(Ac.26:20, Mt.3:8, I Th.1:9)
a. Compare Peter & Judas.
b. Just to quit sin will not do. (Mt.3:8)
¢. To cover it cannot help. (Ik.12:2)
d. To confess alone will not save (Saul)
e. Sorrow, grief, tears insufficient. (Judas)
3, Repentance is born of tears (Bb.2:12-13) and
matures in a new and reformed life. No one who
repents can possibly be the same man. His mind
and spirit are new.
III. The Opportunity To Repent Is A Great Blkssing.
(Ac.11:18, Re.3:19).
A. Should be most grateful (Ft.#4)

_B. A universal blessing vouchsafed to all (II Pe.%:9)
" %, When God shut the gate of the garden on Adam,
he opened the door to repentance. ’

D. If you have a heart still capable rejoice and
bless God.
E. Opportunity may be withdrawn (He.l2:7)
IV. The Foolish Impinent (Re.2:21) It is bad to sin
but womse to sin and not repent.
A, Goodness of God gently extended through many
days. (Ro.2:4-6)
B. Some become hardened against mercy (He.6:4-6,
3:13, Bc.8:11) )
C. How God must feel. (R0.10:21, Pr.l:24-26, Mt.11:20,
Zecs7rE2013)
D. Bxamples. Pharoah: Ex.8:15. Jews: Je.5:3.

- #., Soon the time of repentance is past and the
heart is no longer capable. (II Th.2:10-11,
Re.15:8, Je.8:20)

IV. Importance. Repent or Perish! (Ik.13:3, 5, Ac.l1l7:30-

31)

A. Unto rem. of sins. (Ac.3:19, Is.55:7)
- _B. Prerequisite to all acceptable obedience.
~ " 1. Before prayer. (Ac.8:22, ILkJ8:13)
2. Before baptism (Ac.2:38)
C. Keynote of all preaching.
1. John (Mt.%:2)
2. Jesus (Mt.4:17)
%3, Disciples (Mk.8:12)
4, Final announcement (Ik.24:47)




5., Substance of Paul's preaching (Ac.20:21)
D.Must preach it, and from broken hearts practice
it if the sinner isto be saved and/or the church
purified and presented to Him without spot or
~~  Dblemish., O holy bride be pure. Repent and turn
to your God and savior today.
V. Let Us Repent.
A. Many things hinder: Pride, social condition,
money, worldly honor, love of delicious practice
allowed by Satan.
B. Cost something dear to repent. Better to cut
off a member heee than perish altogether.
C. It is a personal matter. No one can repent
for another.
D, It is an urgent matter.
1. Life may end. Repent while alive -~ in
death we cannot. Time and place may d¢ase.
¢ 2. Inclination may flee.
4 E. Repent as early as possible, "remorse for a
ALY misspent life will not bring back the wasted
years," (J1.2:12-13). Then let repentance have

it's fruit.

Bib. Boles' Sermon Outlines 136

~~. ISBE Art. Repentance, 2558 - 9
New Dict. Art. Repentance, 1084
Thayer. "metamelomai® and #metanoio)"

Ft.#1 "Conviction is not repentance., It is one thing
to be awakened at 5 o'clock in the moming, another
to make up ones mind to get up and still another
to actually pull the covers back and step out on
the cold floor. :

Ft.#2 "The little boy said when asked what repentance
wag, "It's being sorry enough to quit." - add
"and to begin.,”

Ft.#3 "Thayer makes no distinction between metamelomai
and metanoia, saying that it is not sustained by
usage. He says they are synonyns.

Ft.#4 "A man once gaid "I am thankful for three things -
I was born white, I have access to the Bible, and
have the chance to repent when I gin."

Ft.# 5 " Dict. of thoughts pp. 563-565 items checked.,




Ezek.18:31 "Cast away from you all your transgressions,
whereby ye have transgressed; and make yo a new
heart, and a new spirit; for why will ye die, O

_-.house of Israel.”

Hzek.2:18-19 "When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way,
to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood will I regquire of thine
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he
shall die in his iniguity; but thou hast delivered

thy soul."

Ik.12:2 "For there is nothing covered that shall not be
revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known."

Je.%:3 "0 Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth?
thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved
thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to
receive correction; they have made their faces
harder than a rock; they have refused to return."




Paul's Concern For The Lost
Ac.20:18-21

Intro. The greatest tragedy in the world ig that
men are lost. The second greatest tragedy is the
" apathy of Christians toward these lost ones. If
the gospel can save and men are lost without why
do we not preach it? Paul became great because
of his concern for the lost. Similarly, we as in-
dividuals or as a church can become great only in
proportion to our concern for the lost.
1. The text is part of one of Paul's great add-
resses (cf. his sermons at Antioch, Lystra,
Athens, etc.) This one differed from those in
that it was directed to Christians. On his
third missionary journey, returning to Jerusalem
he called the elders of Milletus. Paul regards it
as his farewell address, and he tells of his
past, present and future.
2.These verses vividly portray Paul's concern
for the lost. His attitude must be ours.
(I Co.11:1, Ph.4:9) '
I. The Basis Of Pauls Concern For The Lost. Why?
A, He Loved.
1. God. (Jn.14:15, Mk.16:15)
2. People. He saw hosts dying all around him.
He could not close his eyes to their plight
e nor his ears to their cry. (Ac.16:9) He could
;w*@hot turn away as we do today unfeeling.
o M@ﬁ*wﬁfHave we no compassion?
v\ PR, He Served. He regarded himself as a servant
of Christ. (Ac.20:19)
. 1. His past work in Eph. was the work of a
N~ sergant. (Ep.3:7a) _
2. He delighted in referring to himself as a
"bondservant" (Ph.1l:1, Ro.l:1, I C0.9:19)
5. He was willing to serve in any capacity
in behalf of the lost: Planter, Waterer,
Cultivator, Reaper; lay the foundation or
build the superstructure. ’
tooToften we have too many chiefs and too
few indians.
4, This service concept is essential in
soul-winning.
a. Jesus set the example in serving others.
(Mt.20:28, XE. Ph.2:7)
b. Christians are called to serve others
i (Mt.20:26, Ep.2:10 - bound over Ro.1l:14)
c. The greatest service one can render to
another is to point him to the "Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world."
(Rescue the Perishing Song 193)
d. There is service for everybody. There
is a soul that you can win. (c¢f. I11.1000
Ev.633%)




IT. The Characteristics of Pauls Service To A
Lost World. What kind of service? How was it per-
formed?
A, Humble Service. "With all lowliness of mind."
1. The greatest work demands the humblest
% heart. (Ep.4:1-2a)
2. Salvation by the grace of God, understood
and appreciated makes for great humility.
(Paul the Pharisee (Ph.3:5-8)
%, All his glory - to preach a crucified
Savior. (Ga.6:14)
B, Fearful Service. "And With tears"
1. He adménished with tears and wrote with
tears. (A4c.20:31, II Co.2:4). Because of
personal involvment (Ro.10:1)
2. At Bph. his tears were probably caused by:
Ignorance (Ac.19:2); Blasphemy (4c.19:9);
Idolatry (Lc.19:28). cf. Jesus (Ik.19:41).
When we think of the lost we find our sen-
timent akin to that of Jer. (Je.9:1)
5. If we have any feelings at all, we should
be moved to sadness and tears when we think
of sin (Bp.4:3%0) its misery now and it's
condemnation in Eternity. (Mt.8:12)
Ce Trying Service "And with trials."
1. To reach and rescue the lost 1s not always
easy. Paul had suffered personal prévation
and pain, hunger, cold, vicious persecution,
betrayal, scourging, imprisomments, slander,
to reach the unsaved.
4 /2. In addition he also worked with his own
Wnands. (Ac.20:34)
2. The Christian soldier must be willing to
undergo hardship and trials. (II Ti.2:3-4)
4, (Jude 2%3) Often to pull them out of the
blaze we must enter it ourselves (I1ll. 1000
Bv., 627).
D. Rewarding Service.
1. Paul's work in Eph. resulted in a strong
church. A church composed of both Jew and
Gentile, organized with elders, with a deep
concern for the lost in Asia (Ac.gﬁ:lo)
'his was Paul's reward (I Th.2:19-20)
2. (I11. 1000 Ev.779 "Sounding the Call®)
3, Paul lived to save the lost. It was what
he wanted most from life (Ph.1:21-22)
. IIT. The Extent Of Paul's Concern For The Lost.
" "It was not so mild as to leave him sitting where
he was with a vague feeling of uneasiness.
A. Jegus said "GO" Paul went. He made 3 miss-
ionary Jjourneys. He visited Eph. briefly on
the second and returned on the third.
B., When Christians are really concerned for the
ilogst we will "GO" (Mt.9:37-38) "Go" vs. "Comel




(I1lus. GBFH "Why Not Sooner" p. 166. "Want To
Hear" 2500 -~ 1058)
C. If you can walk, ride or roll a wheel chair
you can go.
D. He taught fearlkssly. "I shrank not from
declaring unto you..."
1. He loved these people enough to teach them
what was profitable, not what was popular,
pleasant or agreed upon. He was not afraid
of offending them. (I1l. 1000 Ev.947) A doctor
cannot be timid nor afraid. of hurting: a
doctor before days of anesthetic about to
perform a delicate ear operation whispered
into patients's ear. "I am going to hurt you
but I will not harm you."
2. The result of fearless preaching: "pure
from the blood of men" (Ac.20:26) (cf. Fz.3:18f)
B. He taught "publicly and from house to house."
1. He realized the necessity of public preech-
ing (I Co0.9:16, II Ti.4:2)
2. He also saw the value of personal work. It
takes both public and private teaching and
may we never be guilty of disparaging either
one!
%3, This is Ac.20:20 and as someone has said,
"every church needs this 20-20 vision."
Not until we get it will we seek the lost and
save them.
4, Tllus. ("Fregring" 1000 Ev. 644 & 670.
"Badge of Humiliation" #666)
E. He taught all. "Testifying both to Jews and
to Greeks."
1. He knew that all were lost and needed the
gogspel. Everyone a prospect.
2. Like Paul, we must be concerned for all
the lost; white, black, brown, rich-poor,
far -~ near.
G. He taught persistently.
1. He stayed at Ephesus 3 years (Ac.20:31)
.consistently, night and day, with earnestness.
2. Reaching and saving the lost became an
obsession with Paul. His time was short but
Oh, how he redeemed it. (Co.4:5, Jn.9:4)

IV. Conclusion and Appeal.

1. Paul's passion for lost souls is also expressed
in (Ro.10:1, 9:3) Today he would be called an
enthusiast or fanatic (I11.1000 Bv.943%)

2. How do I compare with the apostle Paul in
concern for the lost? We must realize we exist

as a church for one purpose ~ to serve humanity
and to save souls ~ as individwal Christians and
as true churches of Christ, we, as Paul, must

be concerned for the lost. Obsessed by a desire




to win the helpless and hapless to Jesus Christ

our Savior.
5. Millions go blindfolded, over the brink

e hour by hour. What will you do?
-4, Resolve to save one soul this year. And if

W e yovl pYOU Save only one soul - be sure it's your own .
T LaFE

Bib. Clevenger "Ser. for Saints & Sinners" pp.68-71




That There Be No Regrets
' Ac.20:22-24

Intro. From Antioch, with Silas, the apostle Paul
started his third missionary tour to confirm the
~~churches. He was led by the Spirit through Asia
liinor then on to Macedonia and Greece then back
through Macedonia and on to Jemsalem to testify to
his countrymen. (Ac.20:16) He stopped briefly at
Miletus for a visit with the elders of the beloved
church in Hphesus. It was in his talk to them that
the words of the text are found.
1. The H.S., through his prophets had repeatedly .
warned Paul of the "bonds and afflictions" that
awaited him in Jerus. Paul knew what awaited him
in the future. He was big enough to take it.
We do not - let us be thankful. (Pr.27:1, De+33+21)
2. Nevertheless Paul was unmoved and settled in
his resolve to go go Jerus. (Jerus. is the future
cf. Jb. 2%:11, Is.50:7, Lk.9:51)
5. Paul did this because he wished to finish
his course with joy - "that there be no regrets."
He did! (II Ti.4:7). But not everyone has done
so. Not everyone has lived his 1life that there
be no regrest.
I. Some People Who Have Had To Live With Regrets:
P 1. Those who made up the mob at the crucifixion.
(Ik2%3:47-48)
2. The twelfth apostle. (Mt.27:3~-5)., "Remorse not
only turns God against us, but turns us against
ourselves, and mekes a soul like the scorpion
in the fire which stings itseir to death."-David
Thomas.,
5. The chosen people after refusing to heed the
counsel of Caleb and Joshua. (Nu.l4:39)
4. Red-headed hunter - Hsau (He.l2:16-17)
5. The impetuous fisherman (lit.26:74~75)
6. Every man who has ever fallen short of expec-
tations.
a. The rich young ruler. (Mk.10:22) He was
bright with promise.
b. The prodigal (Lk. 15:15~19)
¢. King Saul, Solomon, Jereboam I.
d. Many of us who have wasted and now are
frittering away high school and college years;
who have misspent the virile energy of youth.
(1) "O the years in sinning wasted
o, Gould I but recall them now
I would give them all to Jesus
At his feet I'd lowly bow."

(2) "Of all sad words of tongue or pen
The saddest are these: It might have
been." -~ J.G. Whittier
II. We Have Regress. "Remorse (regret) is the echo J
of a lost virtue" - Buliver, For 1962 there are P




many things over which we can rejoice, yet there
are things we might well regret.
We might rejoice:
‘a., Over What God has done for us, preserving
us in health, peace, prosperity, delivering
us from the hunter (I Pe.5:8, Mt.6:13),
giving spiritual progress,
b. As a church for a new Bible school record
(222), %0 baptisms, 2 restorations, retirement
of debt.
2. Yet there is cause for regret to many in that
Bible school attendance has not been maintained
and many had no part in converting the lost, res-
toring the wayward nor the retirement of debt.
a. Resolutions unfulfilled. Attendance, Study,
Soul winning.
b. What we did not do. (Mt.2%:23Db)
¢c. What we did wrong.
ITT. But Let Us Rid Oyrselves of the Burden of Regret.
To live a life of constant remorse is to lead a
joyless existence. (Ph.4:4, I Th.5:17, Is.65:14)
After all is it not true that "Remorse is beholding
heaven and feeling hell" - Moore.
1. We must do as Paul; forget (Ph.3:14). "Were
it not better to forget than but remember and
regret" ~-L.E. Landon in Despondency
a."No one can possibly be at peace with him~
gself in the new year if his conscience ig
continually presenting him with the unsettled
accounts of the old. The awareness of unfor-
given sin has a blighting, dulling, paralizing
effect on the individual., It prevents him
from living at his best." (Be.31:+30, 38:4,
Is.57:20-21, Ezek. 33:10)
2. "It is dangerous, however, to try to forget
the past if sin lies in it, unconfessed and un-—
forgiven. But when we have turned the past over
to God and left it in his hands, we are emancipated
The ball and chain has been struck off our ankle.
We are free. This is the promise of God."
(I Jn.1l:9, Is.55:6-7). Do not tarry lest time
catch us €Pr.1l:25«26). (Sometimes our remorse
for sin is not great enough to allow restitution -
Humor. #1263) (Get right with God-Webb.158)
5. Let us therefore forget the forgiven past
"save for those memories that may minister to
the souls upward progress.,"
4, Then we can:rejoice. (Ps.51:12, 32:11, Is.61:10,
as we enter the new year we may cheerfully and
confidently face the challengeof tomorrow,
IV. Let Us Resolve to Live in 1963% in such a way
that it Will Bring No Regrets. Regret is not inev-
itable as some would think - with God's help it is
unnecessarye.




P

V.

1. Shall we say as does one of Dicken's characters
“"Regrets are the natural property of grey hairs.®
or as Harvey Allen said "The young are slaves to
dreams, theolé servants of regrets." Or as
Disraeli; "Youth is a blunder, manhood a struggle,
0ld age a regret." No- Never!
2. The virtue of such resolve. (Ac.l1l1l:2% -~ Paul
Barnabag) "To make a thoughtful and serious
resolution for the new year isin itself evidence
of character, capacity and courage." Dont laugh.
a. "You may be whatever you resolve to be.
Determine to bé something in the world and
you will be something. - "I cannot" never
accomplished anything; "I will try" has
wrought wonders.® -J. Harves
b. What shall we resolveZ We may start by
forsaking those cherished evils. (Ilus.
Bear and the kettle, Dorans lanuval 1962 p. 306
Ther§ are some kettles we might start by dropp-
ing
5. Let us avoid: occasions of tempting, unkind-
nesses, falsehoods (C0l.3%:9), collusion and
compromise with the world (Jas.4:4) etc.
4. Let us do with our might (Ec.9:10, I Co.15:58)
Enter in heartily into the work of the Lord.
Take on a job in '63 - "A work for me in '63)
a. "A heart tp resolve, a head to contrive,
a hand to execute" - #. Gibbon, of Andronius
b. "Wise to resolve and patient to perform."
(Homer (Oddessy)
5. Let us keep close to God. (Jas.4:8, I Jn.2:28)
So we shall be fruitful branches (Jn.l15:5)
Whatever Challenges the New Year May Bring To

FBach One, Let Us Meet Them With Courage And Res-
olution - that will bring no regrets. what will
this bring to you?

1

1. Prosperity ~ wealth? If God gives us such,
let us pray for wisaow uvu use them aright. Pros-
perity has its dangers. It often comes as a
barrier separating us from God. In the parable
Jesus cited it's dangers. (Lk.8:14). That there
be no regrets as in Lk.16.
2. Trial and adversity? (Ro.8:35-36, I Pe.4:12,
1:6~7) Behave that there be no regrets. (Illus.
Pul. Comm. Romans p. 2%3)
3. Death? (Ph.1:21, Re.l4:1%). This year, for
some, may be graven upon a btombstonw.
4. Opprotunities? Let us seize them as they fly
quickly by us. How sad we are when they pass.
a. In worldly matters. Bro. Fritz tells of
his father who had 1000 acres of lands on
other side of Ben Bolt. He sold it for {20
an acre and someone struck oil. Fritz hime
self was asked to buy 198 acres other side




of Banquette at $30 an acre. Thought it was
no good and didnt. Struck oil there too.
'b. Spiritual. Bro. Chas. Kaechele - when poor
‘pam knocked and asked for a meal and a place
, to stay out of cold he turned him away. /
- Haunted him later. llany of us have let
. friends and loed ones go to their '"long
vhome" never making an effort to bring them
to Jesus. (Illus. Pul. Comm. Rom. p.23% -
Joseph, Joshua, Daniel, Esther, Herod - lik.
6:20, Felix and Agrippa).
c. "I only regret, in my chilled age, certain
eccasions and possibilities I didn't embrace"
~Henry James
5. Responsibilities and Duties? To children, self,
church, of prayer, devotion, service, etc. Bach
shall answer for himself - no one can do your
part. (Gal.6:5) Discharge them in such a way
that you will have no regrets.
VI Resolve, in short to be a "good Christian' in
196% and God will be with you - there cam be mp
regrets/ A
l. "Question not, but live and labor
Till the distant goal be won.
Lifting every feeble neighbor PR A
With the help of God's dear Son."
2. (Jn.15:5)
3. Follow the exemplary life of Paul (Ac.20:24,
IT Ti.l:7)

Bib. The Min. Man. 1962 (End of Year & New Year)
Pul. Comm., Romans p. 232 - 233




BEverywhere Spoken Against
Ac.28:22

Intro. The church of Christ is more widely known
and discussed today than at any time in it's
~J1900 year history. One secular magazine said "it
ls the fastest growing religious group in the United
States." I do not know if this is true but I cer-
tainly hope it is. The fact that me are rousing from
our lethargy and moving forward for the Lord is
seen in our advertising (Nsp, mag, billboards etc.)
mission programs at home and abroad; radio and
television preaching; renewed emphasis on personal
work etc...Hence as people come to hear of the
church, they discuss it, and because of misunder-
standing and misrepresentation there sometimes
resvults a weird and distorted picture of the church
and what it stands for.
1. Jesus her founder was misurdderstood and spoken
against. (L.G.T, p. 86-87) (Jn.2:18-22)
2. lilsunderstanding and misrepresentation.
5. Honest people are fair and open-minded.
(cf. Usage of Jesus' wads, Mt.28:59-61).
4. Intellectual honesty needed to receive the
truth. (Jn.8:%2, Ac.17:11-12)
5. Changing word meanings; small alterations
P and prejudicial demagoguery. (e.g. "that means
your poor mother is going to be lost" etc.)
6. Such problems have been with the church
from the beginring.
I. The New Testament Church Spoken Against (c¢f. Z.T.
Sweeny pp. 29:37)
A. In last chaps of Acts is account of Paul's
perilous voyage to FKome. He came as & prisoner;
prersecuted for his love of and devotion to the
cause of Christ. (Ac.28:16b-22).
1. Their course different than that of "seekers"
today. Do not wish tohear if sect is "gpoken -
against." This makes the "smear" much more
effective.
2., These acted on different principle. "now
Paul, we've heard the other side...now let's
hear what defense you can offer." (cf.p.30 &TS)
B. Everywhere:spoken agairt (Z.T.S. p.33
All, both Jew and Gentile united to oppose them.
How charged?
1. Charged with worshipping God contrary to
L the law (Ac.18:13) At Corinth.
’ 2. Charged with heresy (P.34) (Ac.24:14)
5. Charged with teaching customs which it
was not lawful to observe as a Roman citizen
(Ac.16:21) at Philippi. (p.35)
4., At Thesalonica charged with "turning the
world upside down." (Ac.17:6) (p.35)
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C. Surprisingly enough; this "sect.", in the
sight of God was the only true and right re-
ligious organization in the world. Notwith-
standing everyone opposed it, God acknowledged
it. No one can, deny or object to this, It is
~~._  obviously true. Hence, does this not show us
that we should be careful whese bandwagon of
condemnation we might hastily ride? {(p.36)
D. Finally God never authorized the existence
of any other sect or party. (P. 36) Bible
avthority.
E. Now, should it surprise us if we find this
"sect" of which Paul was a member, the "churches
of Christ" (R0.16:16) still spoken against and
misunderstood and misrepresented today? Will
we have the same attitude as those fair-minded
Jews in the text?
F. What is "everyone" saying today?"
IT. This "Sect" (church of Christ) disbelieves
the 0.T. Many are amazed when we use 0.T. in
preaching. They do not understand our emphasis
on the N.T.
A, The truth regarding 0.T. scriptures.
l. Inspired. O0.T. cdaims this for self
(cf. "God spoke” "Thus saith the Lord" etc.)
N.T. Ack. (II Pe.l:20, II Ti.3:16)
o~ 2. 0.T. Profitable. It's truth and principles
are applicable to us. (Ro.15:4, I Co0.10:11)
5, The 0.T. law is not for our observance.,
The law ended at the cross (dJn.l:17, Col.2:14~
16, Bp.2:11f, He 8:8-11, Mt.5:17, Ro.7:1-4,
Gae3:2%=26 ebec,) #7000
Hence our position relative to this matter
is precisely that of the N.T. also inspired.
B. Popular fallacy regarding 0.T.
1. "We take it all - 0ld and New." If Dby
"bake it," they mean "practice it" they
condemn themselves by "not taking"; animal
sacrifice, distinction of meats, 30% gift,
sabbath~-breakers penalty etc.
2. Truth is, they Jjust g¢o to 0.T. for wha®
they want and like (cf. Sabbath, Ins. music,
priestly garb etc.) and leave everything they
do not want.
5. God has said this is impossible. (Ga.5:3)
If you go back for one thing (with the Galatieéns
it was circum), you are debtor to do whole law.
I II. That The "Sect" Repudiates Sal. By Grace.
A. S8al. by God's grace igplainly taught, we
must accept it. Can't be saved any other way.
(Ro.3%: 244 4385, BEp.2:8) Songs proclaim it (ef.
"Amazing Grace"); prayers ask it. Sal. cannot
be earned.




B. The meaning of grace is clear. Unmerited favor.
l. God saves us from sin when we do not de-
serve it. He will save us in heaven though
we do not deserve it. He will save us in
heaven though we are unprofitable servants.

— 2. Grace is love (K0.5:6~8, Jn.3:16, I Jn.3:1)

and mercy (Tit.3:5)
C. But--—-grace does not preclude conditions to
be met on the part of the sinner.
1. Illus. Noah and grace (Ge.6:8) but had to
get to work on ark (Ge.6:14) Ruth obtained
food by grace (Ru.2:2) yet she had to glean
it (Ru.2:3) HeonDIToNfe.  CGides
2; Sal. by grace but not by.égaeea&i@@ei'"¢‘
Paul was saved by grace (Ep.2:8) but he had
to be baptized to wash away his sins (Ac.22:16)
(cfe Tit.%:5)
5. God's grace exténded to all (Tit.2:11) but
must be accepted by obediende to the gospel
(IT Th.1:8, Mt.7:21, He.5:8-9, Lk.6:46)
4. Peter's meaning (Ac.2:40)

IV. The Church of Christ Thinks They are Right and

Everybody Else is Wrong.

A. Can we know who is right and who is wrong?
Though there may be some who would reply-"no,"
it is obvious that everyone decides in his own

™  mind that some are right religiously and others

are wrong. Illustrations?
1. One man denies the existence of God and
the other confesses God. It is not #ifficult
to see and admit that one is right, the odther
WIrong.
2. One man dehies the deity of Jesus and the
other believes it. Who is right and who is
wrong? Only an agnostic would say he could
not telll
5. Therefore, when someone says to me, "You
ought not to say that you are right and
tohers are wrong," I reply that there is not
a person on earth with any religious con-
victions at all who does not do this very
thing.

B. Can two people both be right and teach con-

tradictory doctrines? Fo# example:
1. The earth is round and flat:; two and two
equel four and two and two egual five. It
is utterly impossible for two conflicting

o statements to be true.

2. One teaches that children are born totally
depraved in sin; the other, they are pure.

One teaches only the elect are saved; thé
other, all men are free to choose. One tesches
that baptism is essential; the other, it is
non-essential. Can both be right? Only the




irrational or dishonest wald admit it!
C. How can we tell who is right and who is
wrong in religion?
e NOU by humen wisdom. I Cor. l:21.
2. Not by the number of people who believe
- and practice a doctrine. Cf. Hindvism. There
are far more Nindus than ald professed
Christians combined.
5. It must be by the word of God and it only.
IT Tim.%:16f. Someone says, "You believe
that everybody is wrong who disagrees with
you." No, I believe ewerybody is wrong who
disaprees with the Boolk! (45.5:4)
D. Does it make any difference if one is WIrong
in religion?
1, Truth means freedom. John 8:3%2, Does
freedom matter?
2. Truth means purity. I Pet.l:22. Does
purity matter?
5. Error means condemnation. II Thess.2:11f.
Does condemnation matter?
V. Some Other Charges. (L.G.T. p. 88-89)
A. Do not belive in work of the H.S. in con-
version. (Jn.6:63, Jn.16:8f, comp. Jn.3:5,
Tit.5:5, Ep.5:26, also. I Co.4:l5, I Pe.l:23)

B. Do not belive in prayer (Pr.2£:9). Prayers

heard (Ac.l0:4b/:14;5 Ac.22:10 16) (cf. Ja.l:21)
VI. Conc. and Appeal.

A, Review the situation in text.

B. God's people will always be misrepresented,

misunderstood and opposed.

C. Let us never be guilty of justifying vill-

ification of the holy '"sect”

D. Let us always, as Paul, be willing to admit

our connection with it, and defend her honor

to all the world (I Pe.3:15)

E. May we urge all other to be as open-minded

as were theese sincere seeking Jews.,

Bib. Clevenger "Ser. For Saints and Sinners" pp.l46-15
L,G., Thomas "3rd. Hund. Ser." pp. 86-89
%4.T. Sweeny "N.T. Christianity" Vol. I pp. 29-37




