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1. Creating a Visual
Students use their five senses to create a mind picture of what 
is going on in the text. By visualizing what is happening in the 
text, students are more likely to notice and remember details.

2. Making a Connection
Students should think about the BIG idea(s) presented in a 
text. This will help them figure out the theme of the story. 
By making connections with other texts and/or the outside 
world, students will more easily be able to figure out the 
overall theme of a text and why the author chose to write 
about that topic.

3. Questioning
Students need to remember that good readers are  
ALWAYS thinking and wondering. By actively reading, 
students will develop a better understanding of the text. 
Students should be aware of the difference between  
“thin” and “thick” questions.

The definition of thin questions is that the answer is right in the text (you can actually point  
to the answer in the text). An example of a thin question is  “Who is the main character? 
The definition of thick questions is that the answer is supported by the text. An example of  
a thick question is “What is a possible lesson that can be learned from the story?”

4. Determining Importance
Students should look for main ideas and notice the MOST 
important details in a text. By focusing on the events that lead 
to the solution of the problem and when a character changes, 
students will have a better idea of what might be the most 
important part(s) of a text.

Questions for students to think about while creating a visual

•	 Why is this visual important to the story?

•	 How does that visual help you to better understand the story?

Questions for students to think about while making a 
connection

•	 How does the theme connect to other texts you have read?

•	 How does this story connect to the world?  

•	 What is the author’s message in the story?

Questions for students to think about while actively reading 
a text 

•	 Ask: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Questions for students to think about while determining 
what is most important in a text

•	 What was the problem?

•	 What was the solution to the problem?

•	 What events led to the solution of the problem?

•	 Did any of the characters change?
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5. Inferring
Students use their background knowledge (b.k.) and clues 
from the text (t.c.) to make an inference (something you 
know that the author does not come right out and tell you). 
Encouraging students to think about “why” a character did or 
said something, and “why” an author may have written the 
text creates an environment where students are naturally 
making inferences.

6. Synthesizing
Students take all the information from the text and tie it 
together. By summarizing a story, students are recalling the 
most important details and events in order to prove that they 
understood the text.

7. Noticing the Author’s Craft
Students evaluate the author’s writing style. When students 
state specifically what they did or did not like about the text, 
they are encouraged to think critically and to analyze the 
author's writing techniques.

Questions for students to think about while making an 
inference

•	 What new information were you able to figure out?

•	 Why do you think the character did _____________? 

•	 Why do you think the character said _____________?

•	 Why do you think the author wrote this text?

Questions for students to think about while noticing the 
author’s craft

•	 What part of the text did you like the most? The least? 

•	 Did the author use figurative language, humor or suspense?

•	 Would you read more books by this author?

A question for students to think about while synthesizing

•	 Can you summarize the story?
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