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TOWN OF BENTON




TOWN OF BENTON


PUBLIC HEARING 
MINUTES
MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMAN

105 SIBLEY ST., BENTON, LA
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026, 6:30 PM

The Town of Benton met in a regular legal session on the 13th day of April 2026 at 6:30 PM in the Benton Council Chambers, Benton Town Hall, 105 Sibley Street, Benton, Louisiana. Mayor James Friday called the meeting to order. Alderman Lawrence gave the invocation, and Alderman Brunson led the Pledge of Allegiance. Debbie Rios called the roll with all members as follows:

Alderman Jackie Carr

PRESENT


Alderman Tiffany Manning
PRESENT


Alderman Tammy Brunson
PRESENT


Alderman Arshundae Perry
PRESENT


Alderman Terry Lawrence
PRESENT

Others present were Stephanie Collier, Chief Collier, Officer Cesar Mora, Asst. Chief Weaver, Deputy Chief Bates and Attorney Joel Murphy and members of the public. Mayor Friday asked Stephanie Collier to read the following ordinance aloud for the record.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 542 OF 2016 SETTING THE SALARY OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE OF THE TOWN OF BENTON, LOUISIANA, FIXING THE ANNUAL SALARY AT $62,400.00, AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.
WHEREAS, the Town of Benton, Louisiana operates as a Lawrason Act municipality governed by the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 33; and

WHEREAS La. R.S. 33:404.1 grants the Board of Aldermen the authority to fix the compensation of municipal officers by ordinance; and

WHEREAS the current annual compensation for the Chief of Police is $58,240.00; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen has determined that an adjustment in compensation is necessary to adequately reflect the time, duties, and responsibilities required of the office; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton, Louisiana, in legal session convened, that:

SECTION 1. The annual compensation for the chief of police is hereby fixed at the sum of Sixty-two thousand, four hundred dollars and no/100 ($62,400.00) per year.

SECTION 2. This salary increase shall be effective upon adoption of this Ordinance and upon the Town's appropriation of sufficient funds in the Town's annual budget.
Mayor Friday called for public comments.
Mr. Ron Jones stated at the Louisiana Attorney General office that the says that an elected official can get an increase in salary, but the increase cannot be effective until the start of the next term. 
Attorney Murphey stated that he has looked at what was turned in and stated that it is a google search AI mode of an Attorney General opinion and he stated that he spoke to the AG’s office today and that no one in the office could find any opinion or law. However, the law says that an elected official cannot be decreased during their term, but no law stating the same applies for an increase. 
Mr. Ken Shiflett stated that the town should submit a formal request to the AG’s office for an in-writing opinion that way we will know for sure. Based on a year’s worth of work for the Chief of Police a two-dollar raise isn’t much to so give it to him and if the AG’s opinion comes back that it can’t be raised during the term then the chief can just pay it back.

Mr. Jones brought back a document from the Louisiana Legislative Auditor that confirms what he was stating. Mr. Collier asked Mr. Jones about why he voted for Wayne Cathcart gave himself two big raises. 

Manning stated that has nothing to do with Mr. Collier’s raise. 

Mayor Friday stated that we needed to move on. 

There were no comments from the Council. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Perry. 

Mayor Friday adjourned the Public Hearing
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Others present were Stephanie Collier, Chief Collier, Lt. Cesar Mora, Asst. Chief Weaver, Deputy Chief Bates and Attorney Joel Murphy and members of the public. Mayor Friday asked council to add two items to the agenda as items:

A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Lawrence to amend the agenda to add Mark Wanieski owner of PMI Resource to give his final report of the financial accounts audit. Mayor called for comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	AYES:
	Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	NAYS:
	None 

	ABSENT:
	None

	ABSTAIN:
	None


-PASSED-

A motion was made by Alderman Perry and seconded by Alderman Lawrence to amend the agenda to add Mr. Ryan Estes with Raley and Associates to approve Resolution approving the Master Plat for B&R Subdivision. The mayor called for comments. There being none. The following vote was recorded:

	AYES:
	Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	NAYS:
	Alderman Carr and Alderman Manning

	ABSENT:
	None

	ABSTAIN:
	None


-FAILED-
A motion was made by Alderman Lawrence and seconded by Alderman Perry to approve the Agenda as amended. Mayor Friday called for any public or council comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded. 
	AYES:
	Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	NAYS:
	None 

	ABSENT:
	None

	ABSTAIN:
	None


-PASSED-

A motion was made by Alderman Lawrence and seconded by Alderman Perry to approve the March 10, 2026, Public Hearing and Regular Session minutes. Mayor Friday called for any comments:

Manning stated that she wants the minutes to reflect that the Executive Session held on March 10th was not about discussing an employee issue. Manning stated that after the Regular Session, we informed the public that we were having an executive session to discuss an employee matter. That was not its purpose, and the Town Clerk cannot call an Executive Session. 
Attorney Murphey stopped Manning and asked, "Why are you discussing an Executive Session?" It is not part of the minutes. Manning stated that at the end of the Regular Session meeting, the Mayor stated on record that the Executive Session was for discussion of an employee matter, and it was not. 
Mayor Friday corrected Manning by stating what happened. Mayor Friday stated that the Executive Session was for an employment issue. He stated that what Manning posted online was an outright lie, and she claimed that an employee told her the information. The purpose of the Executive Session was to have her name the employee who told her that lie. Mayor Friday also stated that he called the Executive Session, not the town clerk.  
Manning stated that she wishes to put the discussion of her post on the next agenda.

Manning also stated that, in the previous meeting, the Clerk said the contract amount for PMI was 29,000.00, but she said the Clerk also said twice that the contract is 28,800.000. She said she got the 29,000.00 from the budgeted amount. Mrs. Collier stated that yes, that line item was budgeted for 29,000.00 it is better to have too much than not enough. 
Mayor Friday called for any other comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

AYES: Alderman Carr, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, Alderman Lawrence


NAYS: Alderman Manning


ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None

-PASSED-
OLD BUSINESS:

Final Vote: Ordinance 626 of 2026 amending Ordinance 542 of 2016: Setting the salary of the Chief of Police of the Town of Benton, Louisiana, fixing the annual salary at $62,400.00, and repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith.
A motion was made by Alderman Perry and seconded by Alderman Lawrence. The mayor called for public comments: 
Mr. Shiflett stated that every alderman who voted for their own pay increase should vote for the chief's increase. Manning referenced the February minutes and stated that the ordinance was not drafted by Alderman Carr. Alderman Carr stated that she recommended the pay increase but did not draft the ordinance. Chief Collier stated that he used the same ordinance that Alderman Carr drafted for the Alderman pay increase. Alderman Carr disagreed with the use of her ordinance. Chief Collier stated that he used Alderman Carr because Alderman Carr told him to prepare the ordinance and put it on the agenda. Alderman Carr disagreed. Manning stated that all ordinances must have sponsors. Manning stated that all ordinances must be authored and sponsored when she read that Ordinances are enacted by Aldermen.
Rex Moncrief with Bossier Watch cited RS code 33:20, but that does not address ordinances requiring a sponsor. Mr. Haas cited RS code 33:201 and stated the roles of the council, mayor, and clerk in passing ordinances. Attorney Murphy stated that he feels we need to move forward because a motion to approve was made, and then we can table it to take the legs out from under the two Aldermen disputing. The mayor called for a roll call. Any other comments? There being none, the following votes were recorded:


YEAS: Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, Alderman Lawrence


NAYS: Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning


ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None

-VETOED by the Mayor -
A motion was made by Alderman Perry and seconded by Alderman Carr to reintroduce and set for the May meeting. The mayor called for public comments. There being none. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
INSURANCE POLICY RENEWAL:
Steven Maxwell: Insurance renewal: Mr. Maxwell discussed details of the Travelers’ policy, noting there are a few changes and a very small increase. Page 8: Mr. Maxwell reviewed the auto policy renewal, liability, and workers' comp insurance. In summary, there was a small increase, with very minor changes to the policy. Overall, this is a good renewal rate, and we recommend the policy for renewal.  
A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Lawrence. The mayor called for comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded: 


AYES: 
Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, Alderman 



Lawrence


NAYS: None

ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None
-PASSED-
Debbie Rios read the following aloud for the record:
RESOLUTION 1 OF 2026: ROCK REED WWTP WPPE (North Plant): To inform the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality of the Town of Benton Water Pollution Prevention Audit Report. WHEREAS, the Town of Benton owns and operates a public sewage treatment plant located at 139 Seventh Street, the Rock Reed WWTP, and WHEREAS the Town of Benton does hereby wish to inform the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that the following actions have been taken by the Town Council:

1. Resolved the Municipal Pollution Environmental Audit Report, which is

 attached to this resolution.

2. Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain permit requirements contained in the Louisiana Pollution Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit, No.  LA0038784

To continue being good environmental stewards by maintaining our wastewater treatment plant and continuing required analytical analysis in accordance with our current LDEQ permit, including monthly monitoring of influent CBOD. 

A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Perry. Mayor Friday to approve Resolution 1 of 2026 Rock Reed WWTP WPPE called for any comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded: 

YEAS: Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, 


Alderman Lawrence


NAYS: None


ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None
-PASSED-
RESOLUTION 2 PALMETTO WWTP WPPE:
RESOLUTION 2 OF 2026: PALMETTO WWTP WPPE: To inform the Louisiana Department of Environmental quality of the Town of Benton Water Pollution Prevention Audit Report.  
WHEREAS, the Town of Benton owns and operates a public sewage treatment plant located at 4679  Palmetto Road, and

WHEREAS the Town of Benton does hereby wish to inform the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that the following actions have been taken by the Town Council:

1. Resolved the Municipal Pollution Environmental Audit Report, which is

 attached to this resolution.

2. Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain permit requirements contained in the Louisiana Pollution Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit, No.  LA0102890
To continue being good environmental stewards by maintaining our wastewater treatment plant and continuing required analytical analysis in accordance with our current LDEQ permit, including monthly monitoring of influent CBOD. 

A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Manning to approve the Resolution 2 of 2026 Palmetto WWTP WPPE. Mayor called for any comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

AYES: Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, 


Alderman Lawrence


NAYS: None



ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None 

-PASSED-
SBA TOWER LEASE RENEWAL:  
A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Lawrence to approve the SBA tower land lease renewal. Mayor called for comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded: 

AYES: Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, 


Alderman Lawrence


NAYS: None


ABSENT: None


ABSTAIN: None

-PASSED-

SEWER CAMERA PURCHASE APPROVAL
Consider approval of purchase of a Solo Pro Plus Camera System: (Sewer line camera sys)
Mayor Friday described what the camera does and its use. He stated that this will save money by doing it ourselves. Usually, we have to call out a company that charges a lot more each time we need them, versus the cost of the camera.
A motion was made by Alderman Lawrence and seconded by Alderman Manning to approve the purchase of the camera. The mayor called for any comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:



AYES: Alderman Carr, Alderman Manning, Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, 



Alderman Lawrence



NAYS: None



ABSENT: None



ABSTAIN: None

-PASSED-

MONTHLY FINANCIALS:
A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Perry to approve the March financials. The mayor called for comments. 
Manning stated that there are 19 new line items that have zero funds. One has spent around $400 under one line item. She stated that, under the Louisiana Government Budget Act, when a new line item is added to an adopted budget, the budget must be amended by the board. 
Mrs. Collier explained that when no funds are budgeted for those line items, they are old codes we no longer use. When there is no financial change to the budget, no amendment is needed. As far as the new code for the 400.00 is for a tax refund, and we had no code for making a tax refund. A tax refund is not taking away from municipal funds; it was a refund of a customer's overpayment. Attorney Murphy questioned Manning about an issue with a tax refund due to an overpayment. Manning stated no. Alderman Carr asked Mrs. Collier what would make a new line item. Mts. Collier explained that the customer had overpaid taxes, and a line item was created to correctly code the refund to the customer. There was no dollar amount of town money to make this payment. It was the customer's money. The town's bottom line was not changed. The mayor stated we will review the budget and see if we need to do anything. 

Manning made a motion... Mayor stated that we are not asking for a motion. Rex Moncrief asked Manning if she asked for permission from the chair to make a motion.... Manning said she didn’t have to because he had already given her the floor. The mayor asked what her motion was...
A motion was made by Alderman Manning and seconded by Alderman Carr to amend the 2026 budget to appropriate the necessary funds to the line items on the financials. The mayor called for comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

AYES: Alderman Carr and Alderman Manning 



NAYS: Alderman Brunson, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence
ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

-FAILED-
PMI FINANCIALS AUDIT UPDATE:

Mark Waniewski, Owner, gave a report on the audit and cleanup of the accounts. He stated he has submitted the report to the Mayor, and it will also be submitted to the Legislative Auditor. He stated that the report is 2000 pages and a total of 5500 items were audited. He also stated that the allegations that PMI was covering up fraud, made by Manning online, were completely false.  Manning questioned Mr. Waniewski about the audit service and whether there is a second contract for that additional service. Mr. Waniewski stated that he does not have that information with him at this time. 
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Alderman Carr and seconded by Alderman Lawrence to adjourn. The following vote was recorded:

In Favor: 5


Opposed: 0
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