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TOWN OF BENTON

BOARD OF ALDERMAN
105 SIBLEY STREET

BENTON, LOUISIANA

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 @ 6:45 PM

The Town of Benton met in a regular legal session on the 10th day of March 2026 at 6:45 PM in the Benton Council Chambers, Benton Town Hall, 105 Sibley Street, Benton, Louisiana. Mayor James Friday called the meeting to order. Alderman Manning gave the invocation, and Alderman Lawrance led the Pledge of Allegiance. Debbie Rios called the roll with all members as follows: 


Alderman Jackie Carr

ABSENT 


Alderman Tiffany Manning
PRESENT


Alderman Tammy Brunson
ABSENT


Alderman Arshundae Perry
PRESENT


Alderman Terry Lawrence
PRESENT

Others present were Stephanie Collier, Attorney Joel Murphy, Chief Collier, Officer Mora, Officer Weaver, and members of the media and members of the public. 

A motion by Alderman Lawrence, seconded by Alderman Perry, to approve the Public Hearing agenda. 

Mayor Friday called for Comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None 


Ordinance was read by Stephanie Collier

ORDINANCE 622 of 2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 461 OF 2008 SETTING THE SALARY OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF BENTON, LOUISIANA, FIXING THE MONTHLY SALARY AT $725.00, AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.
WHEREAS, the Town of Benton, Louisiana operates as a Lawrason Act municipality governed by the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 33; and

WHEREAS La. R.S. 33:404.1 grants the Board of Aldermen the authority to fix the compensation of municipal officers, including the Aldermen, by ordinance; and

WHEREAS the current monthly compensation for members of the Board of Aldermen is set at
$425.00; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen has determined that an adjustment in compensation is necessary to adequately reflect the time, duties, and responsibilities required of the office; and

WHEREAS, the Town has determined that the budget allows for this compensation adjustment.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton, Louisiana, in legal session convened, that:

SECTION 1. The monthly compensation for each member of the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton is hereby fixed at the sum of Seven Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars and No/100 ($725.00) per month.

SECTION 2. This salary increase shall be effective upon sufficient funds have been appropriated in the Town's annual budget.

Mayor Friday called for Public Comments:

Mr. Ron Jones presented an Attorney General opinion to the Mayor and Council, citing that in the case of an increase in pay for elected officials, it is effective in the same manner as a decrease. “The pay increase will be in effect at the start of the next term. (Lawrason Act/Attorney General opinion)

Rex Moncrief cited RS Code 33:404.1 “Compensation of municipal officers. The board of aldermen shall, by ordinance, fix the compensation of the mayor, aldermen, clerk, chief of police, and all other municipal officers.  The board of aldermen may, by ordinance, increase or decrease their compensation and the compensation of any non-elected municipal officer and may increase the compensation of other elected officials.  However, the board of aldermen shall not reduce the compensation of any elected official during the term for which he is elected.”

Mr. Ken Shiflett commented from a common-sense perspective, broke down the hours the council is considered to be working at/attending a monthly meeting, and concluded that the council would need to work 21.25 hours per month. The council should keep a record of the amount of time they are working, and the position is that he considers this to be too high. 

Alderman Perry asked about the Lawrason Act referenced and asked that, before this goes forward, we research further. Mayor agreed.

The mayor called for any other comments. There being none

Adjourn the public meeting.
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TOWN OF BENTON

BOARD OF ALDERMAN

105 SIBLEY STREET

BENTON, LOUISIANA

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026 @ 6:30 PM

The Town of Benton met in a regular legal session on the 10th day of March 2026 at 6:45 PM in the Benton Council Chambers, Benton Town Hall, 105 Sibley Street, Benton, Louisiana. Mayor James Friday called the meeting to order. Debbie Rios called the roll with all members as follows: 


Alderman Jackie Carr

ABSENT 


Alderman Tiffany Manning
PRESENT


Alderman Tammy Brunson
ABSENT


Alderman Arshundae Perry
PRESENT


Alderman Terry Lawrence
PRESENT

Others present were Stephanie Collier, Attorney Joel Murphy, Chief Collier, Officer Mora, Officer Weaver, and members of the media and members of the public. 

A motion by Alderman Perry, seconded by Alderman Lawrence, to amend the agenda to add item 6. Executive Session to discuss and employee matter. Mayor Friday called for Comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None 


A motion by Alderman Lawrence, seconded by Alderman Parry, to amend the agenda to remove item 2. Ordinance 623 of 2026. Mayor Friday stated that this ordinance was back up for consideration because at the time, we had only one Attorney who came forward and expressed an interest in being the town attorney. He went on to say that this attorney was not available on the second Monday and asked whether it would be a problem to move the meeting to the third Monday. But now we have Attorney Murphy who has expressed an interest and now we dont need to move the meeting. added item 6. Executive Session to discuss an employee matter. Mayor Friday called for Comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None 


A motion by Alderman Manning, seconded by Alderman Lawrence, to approve the agenda as amended. Mayor Friday called for Comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning, Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None 


A motion by Alderman Lawrence, seconded by Alderman Manning, to approve the February 3rd Workshop minutes. Mayor Friday called for Comments. 
Manning requested a correction be made to the workshop minutes where the amendment of the General Fund Accounting contract. The correction needs to reflect that Mrs. Collier stated that the contract for PMI was $29,000.00, and the minutes say $28,800.00. 
However, after reviewing the digital file from the meeting, the correction will not be made because Mrs. Collier stated twice on video that the PMI contract is $28,800.00 annually, and any additional payments for auditing past years were not part of the original contract. Fund Accounting services. 
Mayor Friday called for any other comments. There being none, the following votes were recorded:

	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning (with correction), Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None
A moti


Motion by Alderman Lawrence, seconded by Alderman Manning, to approve the February 9th Public Hearing and Regular Session minutes. Mayor Friday called for Comments. None were made the following votes were recorded: 
	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning (with correction), Alderman Perry, and Alderman Lawrence

	Nays:
	None

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None

A moti


OLD BUSINESS:
1. ORDINANCE 622 of 2026 Final Vote
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 461 OF 2008 SETTING THE SALARY OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF BENTON, LOUISIANA, FIXING THE MONTHLY SALARY AT $725.00, AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.
Motion by Alderman Lawrence, seconded by Alderman Manning, to approve Ordinance 622 of 2026. Mayor Friday called for Comments. Manning wanted to be clear that the recommendation from the AG is correct so if anyone needs confirmation from the AG that is where we get the information. Mayor Friday called for any other comments: There being none were made the following votes were recorded: 
	Ayes:
	Alderman Manning, and Alderman Perry

	Nays:
	Alderman Lawrence

	Abstain:
	None 

	Absent:
	None

A moti


NEW BUSINESS:

Mayor Friday introduced Attorney Joel Murphy. Mayor Friday gave a brief introduction and all council were provided his resume. Alderman Perry asked if the compensation is the same as Attorney Nerren? Mayor Friday confirmed that it is. 

A motion by Alderman Lawrence, second Alderman Manning to approve Attorney Joel Murphy. 
Manning questioned Attorney Murphy why does he want to be the Town Attonery. Attorney Murphy stated that he was asked and I have been practicing law for (32) thirty-two years and I have the experience  in bankruptcy and prosecution law and I feel I would bring a well rounded approach to the law and lastly I feel I would be a good advisor to this council. Manning what has your experience in relation to advising municipalities? Attorney Murphy stated that he has not been a municipal attorney yet, but with my corporate law, I feel that corporate law is similar to municipal law in how things operate.  I am more that capable of handling this position. Manning: What is your experience with “Open Laws Meetings” and “Public Records”, are you well versed on or what? All that has to be done is to be read, and to be understood. And if not understood then go to case laws. It is about comprehending it. So, about the question on “Open Meetings Law”

1. ORDINANCE 623 of 2026: REMOVED BY AMENDING THE AGENDA
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN OF BENTON CODE OF ORDINANCE ARTICLE I . IN GENERAL, SECTION 2-6: REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS

WHEREAS the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton desires to amend Article I, Section 2‑6 of the Town of Benton Municipal Code pertaining to regular monthly meetings; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, that Article I, Section 2‑6 of the Municipal Code of the Town of Benton be amended to read as follows:
1. Location of Meetings
Regular monthly meetings shall be held in the Benton Town Hall Council Chambers, located at 105 Sibley Street, Benton, Louisiana 71006.
2. Date and Time of Regular Monthly Meetings 
The regular monthly meeting shall be held at 6:30 PM on the third Monday of each month. When a regular monthly meeting falls on a legal holiday, the meeting shall be held at the same location and hour on the next succeeding workday that is not a holiday.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of ordinances that are inconsistent with or in opposition to the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed in their entirety.

This ordinance shall take effect after final passage and publication as required by law.

MOTION / SECOND

PUBLIC COMMENTS

ROLL CALL VOTE

3. BENTON FIRE DISTRICT 4 BOARD APPOINTMENTS:
Gerald Huddlston

MOTION / SECOND

PUBLIC COMMENTS

ROLL CALL VOTE

Stephanie Collier
MOTION / SECOND

PUBLIC COMMENTS

ROLL CALL VOTE

4. ORDINANCE 626 of 2026: Introduce and set for public hearing on April 13
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 542 OF 2016 SETTING THE SALARY OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE OF THE TOWN OF BENTON, LOUISIANA, FIXING THE ANNUAL SALARY AT $62,400.00, AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.
WHEREAS, the Town of Benton, Louisiana operates as a Lawrason Act municipality governed by the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 33; and

WHEREAS La. R.S. 33:404.1 grants the Board of Aldermen the authority to fix the compensation of municipal officers by ordinance; and

WHEREAS the current annual compensation for the Chief of Police is $58,240.00; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen has determined that an adjustment in compensation is necessary to adequately reflect the time, duties, and responsibilities required of the office; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Benton, Louisiana, in legal session convened, that:

SECTION 1. The annual compensation for the chief of police is hereby fixed at the sum of Sixty-two thousand, four hundred dollars and no/100 ($62,400.00) per year.

SECTION 2. This salary increase shall be effective upon adoption of this Ordinance, and upon the Town's appropriation of sufficient funds in the Town's annual budget.
MOTION / SECOND

PUBLIC COMMENTS

ROLL CALL VOTE
5. APPROVE THE MONTH TO DATE FINANCIALS 
motion / second

PUBLIC COMMENTS

roll call vote

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION / SECOND

IN FAVOR /  OPPOSED
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PUBLIC HEARING

MINUTES



TOWN OF BENTON COUNCIL

105 SIBLEY STREET, BENTON

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026, 6:30 PM

Mayor Friday called the public hearing meeting to order for the Town of Benton Council, 105 Sibley Street, Benton. Louisiana, Monday, January 12, 2026 at 630 pm. Roll Call was called:



Mrs. Carr:	ABSENT

Ms. Manning:	PRESENT

Mrs. Brunson: 	PRESENT

Mrs. Perry: 	ABSENT	

Mr. Lawrence:	PRESENT

Attorney Nerren gave the invocation, and Alderman Brunson led the pledge. Others present were Attorney Nerren, Stephanie Collier, Debbie Rios, Officer Mora, Chief Collier, and members of the public.



Ordinance 610 of 2025 SWEPCO FRANCHISE AGREEMENT



AN ORDINANCE, GRANTING UNTO SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY, THE RIGHT, PRIVILEGE AND FRANCHISE TO ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT, ERECT, MAINTAIN, REPAIR, RECONSTRUCT, REMOVE AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF ELECTRIC POWER LINES, WIRES, TRANSFORMERS, COMMUNICATION CABLES AND OTHER RELATED AND NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE APPURTENANCES IN, UNDER, OVER, ACROSS, THROUGH AND ALONG ANY AND ALL OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE STREETS, AVENUES, ALLEYS, THOROUGHFARES, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, SIDEWALKS, BRIDGES AND PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES OF THE TOWN OF BENTON, LOUISIANA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRANSMITTING AND DISTRIBUTING ELECTRIC POWER TO THE TOWN AND ITS INHABITANTS AND ANY OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS, FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS FOR A TERM OF TWENTY FIVE YEARS; REGULATING THE USE OF STREETS BY THE COMPANY AND REPAIR AND RESTORATION OF THE STREETS DISTURBED BY CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION TO BE PAID TO THE TOWN; PROVIDING THAT THIS FRANCHISE SHALL NOT BE EXCLUSIVE; PROVIDING THE COMPANY’S OBLIGATIONS TO FURNISH EFFICIENT SERVICE; PROVIDING FOR INDEMNITY BY THE COMPANY TO THE TOWN; PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONAL FORFEITURE IN EVENT OF DEFAULT BY THE COMPANY; MAKING MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO THIS GRANT OF FRANCHISE; PROVIDING FOR ACCEPTANCE BY COMPANY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



















PUBLIC COMMENTS



Manning: So, what is this about? 

Mayor: This is where SWEPCO workers come into the town and work on the line. And they pay us to come to town to work. 

Manning: Okay. 

Mayor: It's been several years. It was 15, and now they're 1. Okay, so we have to have an ordinance for them to come and work on the line. That's all? Yes. At 50, they come in.













2. Ordinance 611 of 2025 



Ordinance 611 of 2025 (T-16-25) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 130, ARTICLE 7, SECTION 130-182 OF THE TOWN OF BENTON CODE OF ORDINANCES 



BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Alderman of the Town of Benton, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, convened in regular session, does hereby amend Chapter 130-Zoning, Article 7-Zoning Amendments, Section 130-182 of the Town of Benton Code of Ordinances to reflect the Zoning Classification of a tract of land being 0.42 acres more or less, from R-2 (Multi-Family Residence District) to a R-3 (Residence Mobile Home Park District) located South of Old Plain Dealing Rd and West of Brunson Lane. Town of Benton, La. (Town of Benton Council District 3) (Police Jury District 4) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Manning: So my question is, for this area, is this an inclusion to what the park is already? And do you know if there will be a plat or a master plat provided to us to know how many trailers are going to go on this location? Do you know about the roads? Is it going to be dirt roads? Are they going to be paved roads? 

Martha Reyanga, MPC President: Maybe I should sign in and explain that to her. Would you like for me

Mayor: Please 

Manning: Is she the owner?

Mayor: No. She's the mpc chairman president.

Martha Rayanga: This particular ordinance did not change anything other than include a small triangle strip, That was not included with the rest of the rectangle piece of property that they are considering to make into a mobile home. As far as the master plan for it, it's not been presented to the MPC, but when it is, then you'll know whether how many lots, road construction, concrete pads, whatever it is to be presented and what the MPC is the MPC will then move forward on to come back and give to the town. 

Manning: Okay, so it hasn't been approved by MPC. 

Ms. Rayanga: The triangle piece of property that was omitted from the first survey of the large rectangle that well if you know where it is it's just had a dirt pile and maybe some equipment there, it was just a small triangle uh because the land runs from the old fence of the trailer park to the ditch. 

Manning: Okay so it was just a small sliver that had to be included it with the larger piece to actually conform to move it from r2 to r3 that was all that's appearing on the ordinance today for tonight 

Ms. Rayanga: okay so the actual plans that you might be concerned with, that comes at a later time when it's presented with a master plan. 

Manning: Okay so tonight we're just accepting it for public comment, is that right mayor? It's just including the little sliver, it looks like a slice of pizza. It's such a long, narrow little sliver that was excluded from the original. It's the order that's amending it. 

Mayor: Yeah, to include that little sliver in the larger piece. That's all this is tonight. Thank you. 

Manning: No, what I'm asking is this, are we final voting on this or?

Mayor: We will in the regular session. We're still in public session right now. 

Manning: Right, I know we're gonna move to our regular session, so the question is- Yes, it will be there. Mayor: Did you read your package? 

Manning: I did, I read mine. So this is gonna be a final vote. 

Mayor: Yeah, final vote according to Ordinance 611, right here, if you read your packet. 

Manning: With new information coming forward that Ms. Martha just explained to us that the MPC has not. The MPC hasn't given that information, We are, finalizing the vote. 

Mayor: Okay, okay The little triangle to be included in the main piece that's all this in this order 

Ms. Rayanga: They will come back to the MPC with a master plan. Yeah, you understand what I'm trying to say now. 

Manning: I was just wondering if we was finalizing the, back on the master plan. No, no, this would because it hadn't been prevented for the energy, Yeah, and and we don't know when it might be presented. It's just the, little rectangle piece of property very small money piece okay that we're including okay yes and please understand we have a lot of paperwork that was given to us so if i'm not on your track.

just please bear with us so that we can make sure that we're looking at the same thing is that okay.

 Mayor: Sure  



 ORDINANCE NO. 614

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING ADVANCE DELIVERY OF COUNCIL MEETING PACKETS



WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the importance of informed decision-making and transparency in government; and

WHEREAS, the timely delivery of council meeting materials ensures members have adequate time to review and prepare for each meeting; and

WHEREAS, including prior meeting minutes and financial expenditure reports contributes to accountability and informed governance;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BENTON, LOUISIANA:



SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish a standard timeline and content requirements for the delivery of council meeting packets to elected officials.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

a. a. “Council Meeting Packet” means all documentation and supporting materials prepared for review and discussion at a scheduled council meeting, including but not limited to:

· The meeting agenda;

· Minutes from the prior meeting;

· Financial reports and expenditure summaries; and

· Any proposed ordinances, resolutions, or supporting documentation.

SECTION 3. PACKET DELIVERY TIMELINE

Council meeting packets shall be delivered to all council members no later than 5:15 p.m. on the Wednesday preceding any regular meeting, workshop, or special council meeting.

Delivery may be accomplished by:
• Physical mail or courier to the member’s official address on file; and/or
• Secure electronic transmission.

Both forms of communication are acceptable, provided that delivery confirmation is retained by the City Clerk or designee.

SECTION 4. RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREPARATION AND DELIVERY

The Town Clerk, or a designated official, shall be responsible for assembling and distributing the council meeting packets in accordance with the timeline established in this ordinance.

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT

Failure to comply with this ordinance shall be addressed as follows:
• The City Clerk or designee shall provide a written justification to the Council for any delay in packet delivery; and
• In cases of repeated noncompliance, the matter may be placed on the agenda for Council review and corrective action.



SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall become effective immediately and publish in accordance with local law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of ___________, 2026.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: 



Manning: That one I know about.





A motion by Alderman 





POSTED BY' Stephanie Collier on January 7, 2026 @ 12:00 pm
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