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North Star Chapter Lunch Social

Saturday, September 16, 2006, 11:45 AM
Glockenspiel Restaurant, 605 W. 7 St., St. Paul, MN

Last fall's opening event at Glockenspiel was such a success that we've decided to do it again.
Join us for a lunch social to start our new program year. Over 40 members attended last year's
lunch and enjoyed the fabulous food and reconnecting with friends after a busy summer. We will
order off the menu and each party is responsible for the cost of their meal. Please call Bob Gies
at 651-994-7237 by Monday, September 11, to make your reservation, and leave a message if
Bob doesn't answer.

For more information, you can visit the restaurant’s web site at www.glockenspielrestaurant.com.
If you need directions to the restaurant, please let Bob know when you call in your reservation.
We look forward to seeing everyone for a successful, happy lunch.

The Rhubarb King: German-Russian Poetry

Saturday, October 7, 2006, 1:00 — 4:00 pm
Berea Lutheran Church, 7538 Emerson Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN

Writer Sharon Chmielarz is the featured speaker for our October program. Sharon is the daughter
of a German-Russian father and a German mother. She will be reading from her new book of
poetry, “The Rhubarb King.” The poems feature memories from Sharon’s North Dakota
childhood, as well as stories of people, including Germans from Russia, who share similar
backgrounds before leaving their farm environment to pursue careers in medicine, business, and
education. Many of us will relate to the memories Sharon creates in her poetry.

Sharon's work has earned her a place as a finalist in the National Poetry Series. She has been

published in a number of venues, including travel memoir. Please join us for a fascinating look
into German-Russian habits and traits.

Upcoming Events

November 4, 2006 — Genealogy Workshop with Deb Vevea
December 2, 2006 — Weinachtsfest Potluck




President’s Message by Lil Ward

| hope everyone had a wonderful summer and survived the heat and humidity. Now it's time to
get back to Chapter business as usual. Bob Gies has lined up some great programs for the fall
and winter. Hope you can attend and bring a friend.

We have so many great volunteers who do many tasks — from greeters, set up and take down
crews for meetings, officers, committee chairperson and video taping, just to mention a few.
Without them our organization could not function. Let us know how you are willing to share your
talents.

Our German/Russian ancestors were willing to take risks to come to America and worked hard
to make a better life for their families. Sometimes all they brought with them was their faith.
Wouldn’t they have loved to have a North Star Chapter to belong to? Because of all of you, we
have a great Chapter and | want to thank you for your support. |look forward to seeing you in
the upcoming months.

Have You Read Some Good Poetry Lately? by Bernie Becker
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GRHS Affiliation Moves Closer to Ratification by Duane Stabler

As | write this update, | continue to work with GRHS's New Chapter committee. They have
reviewed the initial amendments we made last spring and have had some additional suggestions
and requests. We also became aware that we'd overlooked some needed changes (details) so |
took the time to sit down with one of the committee members during the GRHS convention in
Portland this July. With that detail, I've further made some suggested amendments to correct the
oversights and further refine the documents to meet GRHS requirements.

This detail will soon go back to GRHS for one final review and as | write this, Jim Gessele and | are
working to make sure none of the requirements will conflict with AHSGR, the 501¢ requirements,
and the State of Minnesota incorporation. Roger Haas, chairperson of the GRHS committee,
assures me that he sees nothing preventing final ratification of this affiliation.

In summary, all indications are that our desire to affiliate with GRHS is achievable without
becoming an issue for all concemned. | will be presenting the final draft of the amendments to the
North Star Chapter Board of Directors for their consideration during the next scheduled board
meeting. | expect to update all of you at the October business meeting and hope to provide the
good news.

Endangered Species Making a Comeback by Nancy Gertner

Just when we think Germans from Russia are going extinct, someone shows us they still know how
to make babies. Congratulations to chapter members Cynthia Miller and Sean Beaton, who are
the parents of Baby Gus, born a few weeks early and weighing three pounds and three ounces.
This Twenty-First Century baby reminds us of how much life has changed since our ancestors

lived in sod houses on the prairie. The marvels of modern medicine are available to help our
babies with immature lungs breathe during those first critical hours of life when they need a little
help. For photos of Gustave Charles Beaton and his story, check out this website at Caring

Bridge: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/gusbeaton

Two North Star Members Honored at The other award is $50, which is awarded to a

GRHS Convention By Duane Stabler person nominated by a GRHS member for
service to his/her chapter or to GRHS. A

Ereida and Alton Nusz established the Lane nomination form was included in the last issue of

Alton Nusz Award in memory of their son. (continued on page 3)

Money from the interest is used for these

awards. There are two categories of awards. For Member News

the first, Rachel Schmidt, GRHS office Lil and Dayton Ward celebrated their 45™

secretary, keeps a record of all of the people wedding anniversary August 13.

that submitted pedigree charts during the last
year. The names of those people are placed
onto index cards and a random drawing is held.
The winners receive a free one-year
membership. The winners of one-year free , ;
membership were Ted W. Streible, Edmonton, Gustave Charles Beaton, son of Cindy Miller
Alberta, Canada, and Ella Melik, Moxee, WA. and Sean Beaton, was born July 21 in St.
Paul. Gus was named after his German-
Russian great-grandfather Gustave Younker.

Bob and Rosalie Gies celebrated their 50"
wedding anniversary September 3.







