
CANDLES THAT TELL A STORY 

 

Lighting its candles each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four 

weeks of Advent. 

Depending on denomination, churches use different color 

combinations for the candles. Some place four blue candles around 

the wreath with a white one in the center, while others use all white. 

Many light purple candles on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, 

purple again on the fourth, and then a large white candle on Christmas 

Eve or Christmas Day.   

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning: 

• The wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of 

God, having no beginning or end. The green symbolizes eternal 

life. 

• The four candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition 

says that each candle also represents 1,000 years, totaling 4,000 

years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth. 

• Purple candles: in ancient times, was expensive and was 

considered the color of royalty and kings. On Christmas, Christ is 

proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and 

penitence. The first purple candle represents Hope; the second, 

Peace; and the final purple candle, Love. 

• Blue candles: Blue is another color often used as a symbol of 

royalty. Some churches use blue candles to symbolize the night 

sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth. 

Blue also symbolizes the beginning of a new creation as in the 

waters of Genesis 1. 

• The pink candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and 

marks the halfway point of Advent. 

• The white candle: The large white candle in the center is the 

Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior — “the light of 

the world.” 

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a 

reminder that Christ’s life was the light for all earth’s people — “The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” 

(John 1:5, NRSV). 

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a 

symbol of watchfulness and growing joy as Christmas draws near. 
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 Donate to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  

                     In Memory / Honor of  Your Loved Ones 
 

 

(Please specify) In Memory / Honor of:  ______________  

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Given by:  ______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 
  

Make all checks payable to:         

First Baptist Church 

P.O.  Box 103             

Grand Junction, TN 38039 
 


