Understanding Power of Attorney Document Notarization

Types of Power of Attorney

There are three primary types of Power of Attorney: General, Durable, and Limited. Understanding
the differences between them is essential for making the right choice for your needs.

1. General Power of Attorney

A General Power of Attorney provides broad powers to the designated agent. This can
include managing financial transactions, buying or selling property, and handling personal
and business affairs. However, this type of POA becomes invalid if the principal becomes
incapacitated. It's often used for temporary situations, such as during extended travel.

2. Durable Power of Attorney

A Durable Power of Attorney remains in effect even if the principal becomes incapacitated.
This makes it a popular choice for long-term planning, especially concerning health care
and financial matters. By designating a trusted individual, you can ensure that decisions will
be made according to your wishes, even if you are unable to communicate them yourself.

3. Limited Power of Attorney

A Limited Power of Attorney grants specific powers to the agent for a designated period or
purpose. For example, you might use this type of POA to authorize someone to manage a
real estate transaction on your behalf while you are out of the country. Once the task is
completed or the time frame expires, the POA is no longer valid.

Why Notarization Matters

Notarizing your Power of Attorney document adds an extra layer of security and authenticity. It
helps confirm that the document was signed without coercion and that all parties understood the
agreement. Many institutions and legal entities require notarized POAs to accept their validity,
making notarization a critical step in the process.

By understanding the different types of Power of Attorney and the importance of notarization, you
can make informed decisions to protect your interests and those of your loved ones.



