
What do you think it means for students to be
supported in the 'least restrictive environment'? Do
you think D64 provides adequate accommodations?
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Note:  Candidate Francine D'Amico did not submit answers
to the LWVIL questionnaire. 

"The least restrictive environment is a continuum in which a student is placed in
the most appropriate setting for that student, but also with nondisabled peers to
the greatest extent possible. D64 provides adequate accommodations in many
instances, but it also has much room for improvement. Such issues were
described more fully in the audit that was presented to the board in May of
2022. I was a member of the Student Services Action Plan Committee, which
prepared goals and objectives to help the district continue to move in the right
direction."

CAROL SALES

MONIKA
PENKSA-ROSSI

"Less restrictive environments allow schools to make a good effort to place the
students properly, but with the use of aides or services. There are many factors
that go into the decision of placement. The ability to focus, type of skills for the
student to learn , how much individual instruction is needed, and other education
issues. Every student is different, how is this evaluation made, may need to
discuss this information with the special ed. educators. I know that D64 has many
amazing programs in place to help with many issues."

"I am new to this subject, so I understand that I have a lot to learn. From what I
understand, "least restrictive environment" (LRE) is a key guiding principle for
special education programs. It is about providing the necessary resources (staff,
technology, customized curriculum, etc.) to ensure the academic success of each
special education student, while also ensuring their social success by having
these students in their appropriate "mainstream" (for lack of a better word)
classroom as much as possible. This will look different for each student,
depending upon their needs. I believe D64 is attempting to provide adequate
accommodations. I think they have been limited by staffing and budgetary
challenges that need to be overcome to ensure proper accommodation for all
D64 students."

MATT 
DOUBLEDAY



"Supporting students with individualized education plans in the least restrictive
environment is a vital requirement of IDEA. LRE requires that students with IEP's
are included in the general education setting with their peers to the greatest
extent possible. There are times when a student's educational needs may be best
met by moving to a more restrictive setting. It is important that all possible
supports have been provided in the LRE before changing a student's placement.
Each student's needs are unique and the least restrictive environment will vary
student to student. The LRE may also change for a student over the course of
their academic career as we adjust our services to meet their educational needs.
Currently, D64 has opportunities to improve our special education services. I've
reviewed our most recent audit and am hopeful that the district's upcoming
special education strategic plan will address and improve the special education
services provided in D64. If elected, I will work to ensure there is accountability
on the implementation of the SPED strategic plan and that data around the
effectiveness and needs of our programming is continually collected and
evaluated."

"I have been in touch with the special education community and it's my
understanding that this group does not have the equivalent of the mainstream
kids. There seems to be an opportunity to train teachers on how to take broad
special education curriculum and better customize to the students individual IEP.
Also, I think we should take a moment to reflect on the special education
community as a stakeholder, equal to others who are looking for equity and
inclusivity. I think D64 could do a better job of integrating the kids as people as
well-they seem isolated and absent from many activities that mainstream kids
benefit from. I'd like to see special education kids get special attention and
recognition for their success and accomplishments."

RACHEL
GEORGAKIS

BRIAN 
MERCADO
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"Least restrictive environment means students who are receiving special
education services are in the same classroom with other students as much as
possible. Since individual student needs vary, the implementation of this idea
could vary significantly from student to student. I believe that D64, overall,
provides adequate accommodations to students with IEPs, including providing
support in the least restrictive environment possible. The district is especially
fortunate to be able to afford the co-teaching model in many of our classrooms,
that allow students with IEPs to be in the general education classroom for much
of the day while also being able to receive accommodations in that environment.
D64 also has room to improve, especially in the areas outlined in the sped audit
of 2022. D64, for example, has work to do to take a student-centered vs. a
program-centered lens to its support for students as well as work to improve the
way it thinks about caseload analysis for SPED teachers. I am excited to hear
what the Director of Student Services and the Student Services Action
Committee has developed in terms of recommendations to address the gaps
outlined in the audit."

"Overall, in connection to students with special needs, the district has taken
several instrumental steps during the past year. A comprehensive external audit
of student support services was completed, and a new Director of Student
Services was hired with a meaningful background in social work. A diverse
committee of district constituents recently convened to create a student services
action plan. If elected, I will advocate that the new superintendent supports its
execution. A Student Learning Community (SLC) program has been successfully
implemented at Washington, and there is a plan to offer another similar
classroom soon. These programs retain students in the district, curtailing
outplacement. Furthermore, I have communicated with several of the district's
patient and dedicated teacher assistants who support individual students as they
are integrated into classroom settings. This aligns with placing students in the
least restrictive environment with the support of aides and resources. Overall,
the district prioritizes professional development and continuing education for the
staff, and the area of special education is part of this learning."

MONICA
MILLIGAN

DENISE
PEARL
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