
What is your understanding of social emotional
learning and its inclusion in the curriculum for D64
schools?

"In the business world, management studies show that those with higher
emotional intelligence are better performers, team members and leaders. The
core of social emotional learning (SEL) - self-awareness, self-management,
responsible decision-making, social awareness and relationship skills - are critical
life skills. Recent studies show that SEL programs improve students' academic
and social success. Integrations of SEL into the D64 curriculum will be critical to
the district's long term academic success and competitiveness."

"The positive impacts of social emotional learning on student academic
performance are supported by a vast amount of research. As a school counselor,
I see how social emotional needs and supports impact students each and every
day. From attendance, to discipline, to academics, SEL is integral to student
success. ISBE adopted Social Emotional Learning standards as a result of the
Children's Mental Health Act in 2003. Not only is incorporating SEL into school
curriculum appropriate and valuable, it is state law. As a prospective board
member I intend to follow state law and ensure that our district is in compliance."

"Social emotional learning is very important and I'm glad that the kids are getting
access to these life skills in school. My kids tell me it's helpful, but too repetitive.
As kids get older, they are getting bored and checking out from the experience.
If we value this, and I do, then I suggest that we develop a curriculum that
grows with kids maturity and life circumstances."
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CAROL SALES

"The board unanimously approved (and I continue to support) the strategic plan
that was recommended by the committee in April of 2021. Improving the SEL
program is part of the plan goal of exploring program expansion. Board Policy
6:65 requires SEL to be incorporated into the curriculum & other educational
programs."



"At its core, social emotional learning (SEL) is supporting the development of
critical life skills (such as communication, collaboration, self-direction) that help
students thrive in school, workplace, and beyond. Research shows a clear
benefit of including SEL in the curriculum, including - Significant improvements in
academic performance (i.e., 11% higher performance over students w/o SEL) -
Significant improvements in classroom behavior, an increased ability to manage
stress and depression, and better attitudes about themselves, others and school -
Clear correlations to improved life outcomes I have personally seen the benefits
of SEL in my own work as a teacher, district leader and non-profit leader.
Currently, I support 300+ schools across the country not only implement rigorous
curriculum, but infuse SEL into daily classroom practices. Consequently, I believe
that it is critical for District 64 to continue to infuse social emotional learning into
its curriculum. I do believe that it may be time to revisit the district SEL curriculum
since it was selected over seven years ago, but I would defer to
recommendations of the district staff regarding that topic."

"As a trained school counselor, I champion SEL in the curriculum in schools since
this helps support more productive learning in academic subjects and is designed
to create a more positive learning environment in the classroom and in the school,
in general. Related, since the pandemic, more individuals have struggled with
anxiety, stress, and overall mental health, so the SEL curriculum is necessary to
support the education of the whole student. In connection to the district's
strategic plan, I expressed interest and was selected to serve as one of the two
board members on the committee responsible for its development. Therefore, I
am an advocate for the process used to create the plan, and the strategic plan
product that resulted from the collaboration between this committee and the
administration. Continuing to enhance SEL is part of the current plan."

"According to the D64 student parent handbook: meeting academic needs as
well as social emotional health needs of students. Develop awareness to be
respectful and caring members of home, school, and community. The handbook
states that there is specific curriculum that is taught to the students. What are
the actual specifics of the curriculum? I feel that every child should be included
and that they are taught good behavior skills."
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Note:  Candidate Francine D'Amico did not
submit answers to the LWVIL questionnaire. 


