
What are the most pressing issues facing this
office? How do you propose to address them?

"Park Ridge is a wonderful place—to work, to enjoy a meal, to serve the
community, or to raise a family. It is a small-town community with easy access to
global amenities. While we certainly can improve, we must be cognizant not to
trade away what makes our community so special. Over the past 15 years, we
have grown and changed significantly—and for the better with more
entertainment options, more affordable housing, and an increased number of
local businesses. However, growth brings an impact on our infrastructure (roads,
alleys, stormwater runoff), public safety (increased police/fire calls), traffic
(accidents, congestion), and overall quality of life. Additional development is
underway and even more is planned. City Council needs to navigate this
continuing development thoughtfully so we do not lose the very essence of Park
Ridge. A second issue is the increased partisan nature of civil discourse. My
leadership style is to listen first—not to yell—no matter how sure I am. We need to
build more trust—not discord—between community members. I stand on my
record of service and leadership."
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"The Fifth Ward is the largest Ward, holding a unique mix of businesses, the
entertainment / cultural district, and residents in both single family and multi-unit
homes that feed into three different elementary schools. It's a complex, beautiful
example of the walkable village lifestyle, and balancing the needs and wants of
these very different neighbors is the most pressing issue. Increasing pedestrian /
cyclist safety and solving the parking issue are a big part of that, as is increasing
the rate of street, curb, and alley replacements per year. I will address these by
listening to residents and business owners, and work hard with staff and my
colleagues on the City Council to develop lasting solutions."



Do you support zoning changes to get Park Ridge to
the 10% required minimum affordable housing
standard? If not, how do you suggest it be done?
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"Zoning is just one of the tools in the toolbox that may be presented by the MMC
after they finish their research, gather input from the community via a survey
and focus groups, and conduct a panel with experts. Zoning changes cannot
move forward without going through our Planning & Zoning Commission, and if
elected, I will thoughtfully review what––if any––zoning changes P&Z and City
staff bring forward to the City Council as part of the affordable housing portion
of the Comprehensive Plan."

No reply provided by candidate to this question.



What is your vision for increasing affordable or
moderate cost housing in Park Ridge? 

"Housing affordability remains a challenge for Park Ridge. However, I believe
that before we adopt an affordable housing policy or program, we must first
agree on the goals of what we are trying to accomplish. There seem to be myriad
ideas often discussed under the subject of affordable housing, some of which are
complementary but others are divergent and even contradictory. Any policy or
program also needs to be developed and/or implemented in context to a
changing market. Market is affected by available supply as well as demand.
Over the past ten years, we have added several multi-unit buildings to the
housing stock in Park Ridge. More are in development or being planned. We need
to study and understand the effect of these developments not only on the
available housing stock but also on the overall community. Moreover, there is
increasing concern of potential macroeconomic volatility in real estate pricing
(and loan availability) across the nation and in our region."
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"At this moment in time, the City is waiting for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
(MMC) to submit a menu of options that would get Park Ridge to the goal of 10%.
These options could include strategies that help us preserve our mature housing
stock, like federal and state tax credit programs that allow building owners to
renovate 50 year old kitchens without undergoing full gut rehabs that skyrocket
housing prices. Park Ridge is unique in that it has many 40-50 year-old smaller
multi-unit apartments whose owners and tenants could benefit from this
investment, and as part of my vision, the plan addresses those buildings. If
elected, I look forward to being part of the solution that calibrates all options
and engineers a plan to fit our unique community."
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In what ways, if any, should the City Council foster
inclusivity and diversity?

No reply provided by candidate to this question.
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"I believe the City should implement a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
Policy. I was at the meeting in July after a youth was assaulted and many
residents tearfully shared they have never felt welcome in our town. That breaks
my heart to this day. My family and I were embraced here from day one and I
want that for everyone in Park Ridge. A DEI policy makes that a priority with
tangible steps that include setting goals to foster diverse representation and an
inclusive environment, and engaging in conscious inclusion and behaviors that
promote equity."
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What skills, experience and qualities would you
bring to this office?

"Born & raised in Park Ridge, I attended MSW and Maine South ('94). One of 12
children, I was not privileged enough to head directly to college and instead
moved out and worked two jobs (Thompson's & Denny's). I started hanging with
a "rough" crowd but thankfully realized where my life was headed and enlisted.
For 25 years, I served alongside Marines from diverse communities across
America. I deployed as a combat leader to Iraq and Afghanistan and was
responsible for hundreds of Marines as we tried to deliver a better life to
innocent civilians. I have served as staff on Capitol Hill and as a university
professor teaching leadership and ethical decision-making. Now I am a Public
Defender, attempting to deliver equal protection under the law to our most
vulnerable. I have attained four graduate degrees and I have served in myriad
community roles here in Park Ridge including Library Board Trustee, Park District
coach, Kiwanian, Scout leader, Wilderness Federation staff, church lector, V-
Show Producer, and organizer of forest clean-ups. I believe that my life
experiences, academic achievements, collaborative accomplishments, and
commitment to service render me the best candidate."
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"I bring the same enthusiasm, effectiveness, diligence and persistence I've
shown as a citizen while advocating for increased equity, transparency, and
accountability at the City. I've demonstrated I'm a great listener, an effective
communicator, detail-oriented, and that I have a knack for spotting–but most
importantly–solving problems. I'm a planner, a critical thinker, and find fulfillment
in using these skills and qualities for the greater good."
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