
LWVPR Observers Corp Report
Park Ridge-Niles School District 64

Date of Meeting: 1.26.23

Type of Meeting: D64 Board Meeting

All members of the D64 board were present: Gareth Kennedy, Carol Sales, Phyllis Lubinski,
Denise Pearl, Larry Ryles, Tom Sotos, and Nicole Woitowich

Media Coverage? yes

Was there a Quorum? yes

Approximately how many attendees? Many (20+)

Agenda posted in advance? yes

Sufficient time for public comments? yes

Topic 1: Public Comment

13 public comments were received. 11 community members spoke in support of the
Superintendent, Dr. Olson, who recently sent in a letter of resignation to the board mentioning
"irreconcilable differences.” Many comments addressed the harm this will do to the district's
ability to recruit a replacement and the harm this has done to our reputation as a community.
Several comments were made about protecting the LGTBQ and vulnerable students in our
district. Commenters wanted transparency to the board's actions leading to this event. Many
commenters wanted the new board, which will be seated in May, to make the decisions about
a new superintendent. No speaker spoke against the Superintendent.



Topic 2: Tuition for Kindergarten

Student fees, and tuition for full-day kindergarten were passed. The kindergarten tuition will
remain the same as last year and will be in place indefinitely at this point out of budgetary
necessity. Dr. Olson said most districts take 3 years to phase out tuition - the first year is in
session now. Usually full-day kindergarten participation ramps up over the years.

Topic 3: Superintendent Resignation

In an apparent parliamentary move, the president of the board pulled Dr. Olson's resignation
out of the Personnel Report to be voted on separately. Three board members, Woitowich,
Ryles, and Pearl voted against accepting the resignation. Lubinski, Kennedy, Sales and Sotos
voted to accept the resignation. At the end of the vote board member Sotos said "Well played"
to the board president. Separating this vote brought some transparency to a split on the board
concerning Dr. Olson's departure.

Board President Pearl asked the Board Vice-president Sales to lead the Superintendent
Search. The board voted to give VP Sales permission to liaise with the Board's lawyer as only
the President can do per bylaws. Pearl commented with the election coming up she did not
have time for the extra work leading a search entailed. Replying to a comment that Sales is
running too, Pearl said that it was Sale's choice. This exchange seemed to reinforce the
above mentioned vote and the board's split on retaining Dr. Olson.

The first meeting of the board to interview Executive Search firms will take place Feb. 1. It
was not decided if the board will be looking for an Interim or permanent Superintendent. The
search firms will advise the board and help determine the next steps.

Topic 4: Other Topics

Staff presented a roll-out of new visual brand identities and website updates, budgeting
preparations, and contracts for bussing and crossing guards.

There was some debate among the board regarding whether to proceed with the
Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Park Ridge for Crossing Guards or try further
negotiations to reduce costs to the district.

To the best of your knowledge, were any of the topics relevant to a position of LWVPR? If so,
please indicate which topics:

Not sure.



Are any of these issues time-sensitive matters that would benefit from being shared with
members / public ASAP?  Please explain:

Perhaps if people are interested the board will meet Feb. 1 to interview Executive Search
Firms for a Superintendent search.

Were members civil to each other and
the public?

Yes, except at one point it looked like board member
Sotos was making a face at a speaker as was noted
by the individual giving the public comment at the time,
who asked him not to make faces during her
comment.

Members attentive and alert? yes

Any problems with facilities? Jefferson has a beautiful new meeting room for the board
and the audio and visual capacities were excellent.

Was the agenda properly followed, as
published?

yes

Any other observations A large and very respectful crowd was in attendance
including the Mayor of Park Ridge.

TIme of adjournment: 10:00pm.

District 64 posts summaries on their website HERE.

https://www.d64.org/boe/news/1758432/news-from-january-26th-2023-board-of-education-meeting

