
2022 Fall Voter Guide

What’s the deadline to register to vote in this election? 
In Illinois, you can register as late as Election Day. Here are the details: 
Oct. 11: Deadline to register with a volunteer deputy registrar or with a certified registrar at a Cook County Clerk 
location; with a village, city or township clerk; or at an Illinois Secretary of Sate’s drivers license facility.  
Oct. 11: Last day a paper registration form must be postmarked by. Download the form in English or Spanish here. 
Oct. 23: Last day to register to vote or change your address online at https://ova.elections.il.gov for anywhere in Illinois. 
Oct. 24 - Nov. 8: Register to vote in person at a traditional early voting site or at your home precinct on Election Day.  
Just bring two forms of ID, one with your current address. 

What’s on my ballot? 
Look at sites including  https://illinoisvoterguide.org, https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov and https://ballotpedia.org/
Sample_Ballot_Lookup. You can write down your choices on a sheet of paper or in your phone and bring it to the polls. 

Where can I find information on judges? 
Here are a few sources some of our own members use: 

• https://www.voteforjudges.org compiles ratings from more than a dozen judicial organizations plus local media reports 

• Judicial Election Guide at https://www.injusticewatch.org lets you see the judicial candidates on your ballot with 
information that includes ratings, experience, endorsements, and controversies, if any 

• https://illinoisvoterguide.org, compiled by the League of Women Voters of Illinois  
If you want to know more about voting for judges, check out “Everything you need to know about Cook Conty judicial 
elections,” Feb. 16, 2022, Injustice Watch. 
How do I vote when at college or away from home? 
Check out Where to Vote After Moving Away From Home 2022, available at lwvpr.org  under Newsletter + Helpful Info. 

Questions about Voting? Here Are the Basics

In-Person Voting 

Oct. 12  Voting begins at the 
Skokie Courthouse and select 
locations. 

Oct. 24  Traditional early voting 
begins. (See information on 
locations and hours on page 2.) 

Nov. 8  Election Day, vote in your 
home precinct. Check your voter ID 
card or https://
www.cookcountyclerkil.gov to 
locate your polling place.

Vote By Mail 

Nov. 3  Last day to request a mail 
ballot. 

Nov. 8 Last day mail ballots can 
be postmarked. 

Request a mail ballot now: 

https://
mailvoting.cookcountyclerkil.gov

Plan Your Vote 
https://illinoisvoterguide.org 
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Suburban Cook County residents can vote early or drop off their mail ballots in a secure drop box at any early 
voting location in suburban Cook County. Drop boxes will also be available at two Chicago sites: 69 W. 
Washington St., Pedway, and Union Station, 225 S. Canal St. 

The City of Chicago has a separate board of elections. City residents can vote early or drop off mail ballots at 
any Chicago Board of Elections early voting site.  

On Election Day, Nov. 8, voters must go to their assigned polling place if they wish to vote in person. Remember, 
early voting sites and polling locations may have changed from previous elections. Check before you go. For 
suburban Cook County, visit https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov. For Chicago, visit https://
www.chicagoelections.gov.  

Traditional early voting and secure drop boxes are available beginning Oct. 24.  (Early voting at the Skokie 
Courthouse and select other locations begins Oct. 12.) Nearby locations and times are listed below.

Early Voting & Drop Box Times and Locations 

Park Ridge City Hall, 505 Butler Place  
Des Plaines Public Library, 1501 Ellinwood St. 

Niles Village Hall, 1000 Civic Center Dr. 

Monday, Oct. 24 - Saturday, Oct. 29, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 31 - Saturday, Nov. 5, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Additional locations: https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/early-voting/early-voting-locations 

Election Day, Nov. 8  
Vote at your assigned polling place.  

Check your voter ID card or https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov for location.

Early Voting & Drop Box Details

Track your ballot: Suburban Cook County voters can track their mail 
ballots by going to Your Voter Information on the Cook County Clerk 
website, https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections, and selecting What Is 
My Ballot Status.  You’ll need to provide your name, date of birth, social 
security or driver’s license/state ID number, and address.  

Get details on voting accessibility: For information on voting from a 
nursing home or hospital, polling place services (including for voters in 
wheelchairs or who are visually impaired) and language services, visit 
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/voting-
accessibility-and-assistance. To request Election Day curbside voting, 
make a request at least one week before Election Day by phone at (312) 
603-0929 or by email at Accessibility.Info@cookcountyil.gov.
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Eight Things to Know If You’re Voting By Mail

Election judges are needed in suburban Cook 
County, including bilingual judges who speak 
Spanish, Polish, Hindi, Chinese, Tagalog, Korean, 
Russian, Ukrainian, Arabic, Gujarati or Urdu. 
To apply, you must: 
• Be a U.S. citizen 
• Be registered to vote in Cook County (unless you 

are a student) 
High school students do not have to be a registered 
voter, but must  be in their junior or senior year of 
high school and have a GPA of at least 3.0 out of 
4.0. College students must be either a registered 
Cook County voter OR have a  minimum GPA of 3.0 
out of 4.0.  
Go to www.cookcountyclerk.com/agency/work-
election-day for more details.

Election Judges Needed!

1     Ballots in suburban Cook County will come in two parts. Your mail ballot will include an A part 
and a B part. Part A will include the Constitutional amendment; federal, state, county and judicial offices; and the 
Forest Preserve referendum. Part B will include judicial retention and local referenda questions. Remember to go 
through all of both parts and return them both in your signed envelope before mailing or bringing to a drop box. 

2  Don’t be late. Arriving late is one of the main reasons ballots aren’t counted. In Illinois, ballots must be        
postmarked by Nov. 8 and received by 14 days after the election. To avoid missing the deadline, mail your ballot 
as soon as possible, or drop it off at a secure drop box before Election Day.  

3  Seal and sign your envelope. Once you’ve completed your ballot and put it in the return envelope, seal 
your envelope and then sign your name where indicated. Signatures are matched to records just as they are 
when you vote in person. Once you’ve sealed your ballot, don’t open it. Ballots that have been opened and 
resealed, or ones that arrive unsealed, will be rejected, according to Illinois law. 

4   You need more signatures if someone else drops off your ballot. If a close relative or trusted 
friend is dropping off your ballot, extra signatures are required. In addition to signing your ballot, you also need to 
sign in a separate spot indicating that you have authorized another person to drop off your ballot and that 
“authorized” person must sign the ballot as well.  

5   Follow directions and write legibly. Use blue or black ink to complete your ballot. Make sure you read 
and understand all the instructions before you start to fill out your ballot. 

6   You can change your mind. If you received you mail ballot, but decide you would rather vote in person, 
you can. Bring the ballot with you to the voting site. You will surrender your mail ballot and be allowed to vote in 
person. 

7  You can still vote if you lose your mail ballot or never receive it. Go to an early voting site or to 
your polling place on Election Day. You will be able to complete a provisional ballot. Once election officials 
determine that you haven’t voted any other way, they will accept the provisional ballot. 

8  You can challenge a rejected ballot. If your ballot is rejected, you will be notified within two days after 
the rejection and have until 14 days after the election to resolve the issue with your local election authority. 

For other questions about vote by mail in suburban Cook County, call (312) 603-0946 or email 
Mail.Voting@cookcountyil.gov. In Chicago, call 312-269-7967 or email cboe@chicagoelections.gov.
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For More Information… 

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov for suburban Cook County residents to request a mail ballot, register to vote, 
check registration, and more. Click here for services to improve accessibility, including curbside voting, and click 
here to find out about voting from a nursing home or hospital. 

https://www.chicagoelections.gov/en/home.html voting site for City of Chicago residents. 

https://illinoisvoterguide.org for voting information and links to election boards within Illinois, operated by the LWV 
of Illinois. 

https://www.vote411.org a nationwide voting resource in both English and Spanish, operated by the National LWV. 

To report election problems, call 1-866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683), 1-888-VE-Y-VOTA (en Español), 1-888-API-
VOTE (Asian multilingual assistance) or 1-844-YALLA-US (Arabic).

LWVPR.org 
lwvparkridge@gmail.com
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Both Park Ridge and Des Plaines residents will find local 
referenda on their ballots this fall.  
Suburban Cook County residents can see text of 
referenda here:  
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/current-
elections/view-all-referenda 
Here’s a roundup of referenda local voters can expect to 
see on their ballots. 
Statewide: Illinois voters will decide whether to approve 
an amendment to the Illinois Constitution, the Illinois 
Amendment 1, Right to Collective Bargaining Measure. 
An explanation of the amendment as well arguments 
leaders are making for and against the amendment are 
available at ballotpedia.org. 
Cook County residents: The Forest Preserve District of 
Cook County referendum asks voters whether they want 
to approve a tax increase of .025 percent to support the 
Cook County forest preserves. Check local media to see 
what people are saying on both sides of this measure. 
Park Ridge residents: A park district referendum would fund $33.4 million in bonds for Oakton Park improvements 
including renovation of the ice arena and construction of an indoor field. The park details those improvements at https://
www.prparks.org/Oakton-Referendum. An article in the June 21 Park Ridge Herald-Advocate covers some of the 
arguments for and against this proposal. Check local media for additional information.  
Des Plaines residents: A referendum in Des Plaines will ask voters, “Shall the City of Des Plaines eliminate term limits 
for the aldermen and the city clerk?” You can read about the issue in Des Plaines Will Go With Term Limits Referendum 
24 Years After Original Passed in the Aug. 16 issue of Journal & Topics. 
You’ll be able to see the referenda on your ballot by selecting What Is On My Upcoming Ballot? on the Cook County 
Clerk’s website (https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov). Chicago residents can go to the Chicago Board of Election 
Commissioners website (https://chicagoelections.gov ) and select Your Voter Information. Throughout Illinois, voters can 
see what’s on their ballot at https://illinoisvoterguide.org. 

Learn About State, County and Local Referenda
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