
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge  April 2022

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday  /  April 19 “Food Rescue — Feeding People not Landfills,” Green Drinks Park Ridge, 7 p.m. at Sweet 
and Tart, 112 S. Prospect Ave., Park Ridge 

Thursday-Friday  /  Voter registration at Maine East High School, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Contact Karen Reid 
      April 21-22  at kayreid@comcast.net to help as a deputy registrar or a volunteer.    

Thursday-Friday  /  Voter registration at Maine South High School,  9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., April 28 and 9 a.m. to         
 April 28-29   1:50 p.m., April 29. Contact: Mary Fontaine, marycfontaine@gmail.com 
  
Monday  /  May 2 LWV of Cook County Annual Meeting, 9:30 a.m. to noon via Zoom. Details at 

lwvcookcounty.org   

Saturday  /  June 11 LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Park Ridge Community Church, 100 
Courtland Ave., Park Ridge 

Monday / June 13 Traditional early voting starts for Gubernatorial Primary. Go here for locations and times. 

Thursday-Sunday  / LWVUS 2022 National Convention, details at convention.lwv.org  
      June 23-26 

Tuesday / June 28 Election Day

Meeting Recap:   
Page 2         

Park Ridge Vacancies, 
The Short List, Page 3

Voting Info for Recent 
Grads,  Page 5
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Members Pass New Program at Annual Meeting
Members unanimously passed the LWV of Park Ridge 
proposed program for 2022-2023 at our Annual Meeting on 
April 9. 

The event marked our first in-person general meeting in 
more than two years, and we were happy to see so many 
people come out to celebrate our past year’s 
accomplishments and look forward to the year ahead. 

Full details of our 2022-2023 Annual Program will be 
posted soon under our Members Only section. For now, 
here are some highlights: 

Observer Corps: The League will work to increase the number of trained active observers and plan social events 
before or after public meetings to increase familiarity of the program for new and interested members. 

Rarely Running: This study will continue with an expected end date of August or September 2022. So far, the League 
has received more than 70 responses to its survey of local leaders and past candidates. 

Advocacy: Advocacy efforts will move forward in relation to LWVPR positions on affordable housing and criminal 
justice. (See the positions here: https://lwvpr.org/our-positions) 

Voter Services: The Voter Services Committee will execute voter registration and get out the vote events; continue to 
help educate newly registered voters through monthly emails, social media and press releases; and maintain 
communication with local, state and national Leagues regarding voter services resources and events. 

Membership: Goals include forming a new Membership Committee and recruiting members to attend informal LWV of 
Illinois leadership meetings. 

Student Leadership: This committee will promote and place an intern for fall 2022 in collaboration with Maine 
Township High School District 207 and develop a scholarship to support student memberships. Erin Doubleday has 
stepped up to serve as mentor for the intern once selected. 

DEI: The DEI Exploratory Committee will continue to have conversations on DEI, learn through other local Leagues and 
aim to grow our own League to better represent the diversity in our community. 

Environmental Committee: The committee will continue to follow LWV environmental issues on the state, county and 
Great Lakes level as well as the efforts of other local Leagues, develop an event around Axehead Lake and join the 
Vote Yes Coalition to advocate for the November 2022 ballot referendum that would create a tax increase to benefit the 
Forest Preserve District of Cook County. 

Congratulations to Our 2022-2023 Board Members!
Members accepted the nominations of Julianna Lopez de Philbrook as co-president and Ginger Pennington as co-vice 
president of LWV of Park Ridge at our Annual Meeting on April 9. Additionally, Mary Fontaine has joined the board as 
the new director of voter services. 
Congratulations to all of our new and returning board members! 
Co-Presidents:  Arlene Levin & Julianna Lopez de Philbrook        
Co-Vice Presidents: Becky Mills & Ginger Pennington 
Treasurer: Karen Hein      
Secretary: Kathy Hanson    
Director of Member Services: Amy Bartucci 
Director of Voter Services: Mary Fontaine 
And a big thank you to those members who are stepping down from the board for their past service: Sarah Nugent, 
Rebecca Little and Karen Reid. Your efforts are greatly appreciated.
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Here’s a roundup of local and national news: 

Park Ridge Commission Openings: The City of Park Ridge is accepting 
applications for three positions on the Board of Fire and Police 
Commissioners and one position each on the Animal, Civil Service and 
Appearance Commissions. Application deadline is April 25. Go here to fill out 
an application and to the Board and Commissions page on the city’s website 
for more information. 

Alderperson Application Deadline Now April 29: The deadline to apply to 
become alderperson for the 7th Ward in Park Ridge has been extended to 5 
p.m. on April 29. Residents who have lived in the 7th Ward for at least one 

year are invited to apply. Go here for details on how to apply. The 7th Ward encompasses the southeast corner of 
Park Ridge. Check the City of Park Ridge Ward Map to view ward boundaries. 

Crowded Alaska Primary: The Anchorage Daily News reports that 48 candidates have filed to run in a special 
election for the U.S. House to fill the remainder of the term of the late Rep. Don Young. The top four vote-getters in 
the July 11 nonpartisan Alaskan primary will appear on the ballot in the Aug. 16 general election that will use ranked 
choice voting. The primary for the full two-year term for that same seat will also take place Aug. 16. The filing 
deadline for that election is June 1.  

Preventing Petition Objections: Noting that some candidates get kicked off the ballot for “seemingly trivial 
technical faults,” the Daily Herald, in a March 30 editorial, applauded the DuPage County Clerk’s Office for its 
efforts in educating potential candidates on the process of gathering signatures, filing nominating petitions and 
understanding the technical requirements in the election code. The editorial noted that the efforts have paid off, with 
no objections filed in countywide, county board and forest preserve races in DuPage County. 

Here’s how you can help with League efforts right now. 
Voter Services: Become a deputy registrar or sign up to volunteer for a couple of hours at one of the League’s 
upcoming voter registration events: Maine East High School, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on both April 21 and April 22; or 
Maine South High School, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., April 28 and 9 a.m. to 1:50 p.m., April 29. Contact: Mary Fontaine, 
marycfontaine@gmail.com. 
Membership: Join the newly forming Membership Committee to help with event planning and increasing membership 
engagement opportunities, or feel free to simply share your membership ideas at any time via email. Contact: Amy 
Bartucci, aeb925@gmail.com.  
Leadership Meeting: Volunteer to attend a monthly Zoom meeting to learn from and share with other Leagues around 
the state. Past meetings have taken place on a weekday around noon, but future meetings will be determined by 
participants’ schedules. Two or more members can share this role. Contact: Amy Bartucci, aeb925@gmail.com.  
Student Leadership: Join the conversation in this young but active committee. Contact: Amy Bartucci, 
aeb925@gmail.com. 
Check out It's Time to Get Involved! on our website for more activities and estimates about time commitments. For 
questions or to express interest in any League activity, email lwvparkridge@gmail.com.

Four Ways to Get Involved in League Now

Remember, you can now request permanent 
vote by mail status. Visit cookcountyclerkil.gov 

for more information. 
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Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• At the Park Ridge City Council meeting on April 4, Council did not approve the 
second cannabis dispensary proposed for Canfield and Higgins at the old VFW 
location.  

• At the Park Ridge Planning & Zoning Committee meeting on April 12, the 
committee took up the Comprehensive Plan which was postponed last year. 
They set out a timeline for moving forward. 
For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to https://
lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are reminded 
that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members Only” section on 

our League website, lwvpr.org. 
Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by attending local government meetings and 
posting reports to our website. To get involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. 

As election season heats up, now is a good time to review how to spot—and keep from spreading—misinformation. 
Several members who attended the recent LWV of Illinois Issues Briefing found the presentation “How to Combat 
Election Misinformation” especially enlightening. Peter Adams, senior vice president of the News Literacy Project offered 
tips on how to spot misinformation and doctored photos, and shared reliable sources for checking the accuracy of 
stories (including Reuters Fact Check, Snopes and USA Today Fact Check).  
You can watch the full presentation by clicking on the video below. You can find links to recordings and resources from 
any of the dozen presentations from the LWV of Illinois Issues Briefing at lwvil.org. 

Videos on Misinformation, Gun Violence and More 
Now Available from LWV of Illinois Issues Briefing

Click on the video above to learn how to spot misinformation. Run time: 1 hour, 15 minutes.
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I’ll Be a College Student 
College students have a choice: vote where you’re living while going to college 
OR where your permanent home address is.  
Choice One: Return home to vote in suburban Cook County. 

In Person: During early voting, vote at any suburban Cook County polling place 
or, on Election Day, vote at your polling place or other select locations. OR  
By Mail: Request an absentee (mail-in) ballot to be sent to your college 
address. Go to https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/
vote-by-mail. 

Choice Two: Change your registration to your Illinois college address to vote there.  
Online or By Mail: If your college is anywhere in Illinois, you can change your 
registration address online through the Illinois State Board of Elections. You’ll 
need your Illinois driver’s license/state ID, your Social Security number and your 
campus address. You can also find a form at the website to download and send 
by mail. Go to https://ova.elections.il.gov/. OR 
In Person: Change your address the same day when and where you vote in 
person—bring proof of current address and ID with you.  

Choice 3: Vote at your out-of-state college address.  
States have different rules about how to register to vote locally when you’re in 
college in that state. For details in your state, visit Vote 411: https://
www.vote411.org/.

 The League of Women Voters provides nonpartisan information about voting. 

    In Illinois:      In all 50 states: 
    https://illinoisvoterguide.org/    https://www.vote411.org/ 

Where Do I Vote After High School Graduation? 
Whether you’re a college student, serving in the military, or moving out of 

state or overseas, here’s what you need to know to vote.

https://illinoisvoterguide.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/vote-by-mail
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I’ll Be in the Military or Overseas 
Request a mail-in (absentee) ballot.  
Choice One: Request a mail ballot online through the Illinois Military and Overseas 
Voter Empowerment website: https://www.fvap.gov/illinois. 
Choice Two: Fill out a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form.  If you are in 
the military, you can ask your commanding officer for the form. If you are 
overseas, you may request a FPCA form from the U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 
Choice Three: Request an application to vote by mail from the Cook County 
Clerk’s office: https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/vote-by-
mail. 

I’ll Be Moving to Another State 
Anytime you move to a new permanent address, it’s important to register to vote 
at your new residence location.  
To register to vote in your new state: Contact the election authority in the new 
state or county to learn about voter registration requirements or get all the details 
at VOTE 411: https://www.vote411.org/. 

All information applies to the Illinois 2022 Primary and the 2022 Gubernatorial Election.

For the latest election 
information: 

Visit us at lwvpr.org 
  

Follow us on  
Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVParkRidge 

Questions? Email us at 
lwvparkridge@gmail.com
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Upcoming Election Dates 

May 19      First day mail ballots go out, 
first day to early vote at 
election authority office 

June 13     Traditional early voting 
begins


June 23     Last day for election authority 
to receive vote by mail 
applications


June 28     Primary Election Day
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Co-President   
Julianna Lopez de Philbrook 
jmlopez23@gmail.com 

Co-Vice President  
Ginger Pennington  
gingerpennington1@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Kathy Hanson   
kahanson218@gmail.com 

Director of Voter Services  
Mary Fontaine 
marycfontaine@gmail.com 
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To inquire about membership 
or ask a question: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge

Co-President  
Arlene Levin     
arlene.levin@gmail.com 

Co-Vice President 
Becky Mills 
rmills75@hotmail.com 
   
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
kaschmidthein@gmail.com 

Director of Membership 
Amy Bartucci 
aeb925@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 

tina@kapinos.com

Board Of Directors
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