
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge  August 2022

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Upcoming Events
Thursday  /  August 25   Member Social, 6:30 p.m., 530 N. Ashland, Park Ridge. Bring a friend! RSVP at this link:    

  https://www.facebook.com/events/621782189291599 

Thursday  /  September 8 Rarely Running Member Education Event, 7 p.m., Park Ridge Public Library,  Third Floor,   
  20 S. Prospect Ave.  

Friday  /  September 9   ERA Postcard Writing Party, 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Location TBD. All supplies provided.   
  Friends and family welcome. 

Tuesday  /  September 20 National Voter Registration Day. Ask someone to register to vote and show them how.   
  It only takes a few minutes to register to vote in Illinois at ova.elections.il.gov.  

Tuesday  /  September 20  Green Drinks Park Ridge, 7 p.m., Harp & Fiddle back patio, 110 Main St., Park Ridge.   
 Learn about the Forest Preserves of Cook County referendum, Vote Yes for Clean Air,   
 Clean Water, and Wildlife. Vote YES at the end of the ballot on November 8. 

Thursday  /  September 22   Rarely Running Consensus Call, via Zoom. Watch your email for time and Zoom link. 

Saturday  /  October 1  River Trails Family Nature Walk, 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., 3120 Milwaukee Ave.,            
 Northbrook. RSVP to lwvpr.league@gmail.com with Family Trail Walk RSVP in the subject    
 line. 

Monday  /  October 17  Rarely Running presentation at the Park Ridge City Council meeting, 7 p.m., Park Ridge   
 City Hall, 505 Butler Place. 

Monday  /  October 24        First day of early voting.
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Rarely Running Study Ready for Member Input

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

•   July 18 Park Ridge City Council meeting: Mwende Lefler was seated as 
the new 7th Ward Alderman after being appointed by the mayor to fill the empty 
seat. No update was given yet regarding the July 1 incident at Starbucks 
where a minor was physically pinned down by an off-duty Chicago Police 
Sargeant. Also, the City Council Committee of the Whole (COW) meetings are 
occurring on the same night as City Council meetings now. They occur after 
the council meeting is over.  

For more details and to see reports posted on our website, go to https://
lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are reminded 

that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members Only” section on 
our League website, lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by attending local government meetings and 
posting reports to our website. To get involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com or consider 
attending our meet up on August 25. Find details on the next page.

The Rarely Running Study Committee will host a Member Education Event on 
Sept. 8 to share its findings on the topic of why so few people run for Park 
Ridge City Council. This is the culmination of a nearly two-year process 
spearheaded by members Alice Dobrinsky and Sarah Nugent. 
The Member Education Event will take place at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 8, in 
the third floor meeting room of the Park Ridge Public Library, 20 S. Prospect 
Ave. In addition to members, former alderpersons who participated in the 
survey have been invited to attend. This will help present a balanced view of 
the pros and cons of each consensus question. Additionally, all members will 
receive a copy of the full report via email. 
The Member Education Event is the first of a three-step process. The goal of 
this first step is to educate members about the topic and introduce the 
consensus questions. Think of the questions as possible recommendations 
the League can make. 
The next step is a Consensus Call to take place via Zoom on Thursday, Sept. 
22, time TBD. Members will join the meeting and be ready to participate in a 
final discussion that will determine which questions do/don't have consensus. 
The questions that do will inform our League’s position and recommendations. 
Finally, Rarely Running Study Committee members will present our League’s 
recommendations at the Park Ridge City Council meeting at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 17. The committee has reserved a place on the agenda and will 
most likely give their presentation within the first hour. 
Dobrinsky first raised the idea of looking at why so few people run for Park 
City Council in an article in our newsletter in July 2020. Sarah Nugent, who 
was LWVPR president at the time, worked with Dobrinsky on a formal 
proposal for the study. Following League guidelines, it was presented to 
members at our Annual Meeting in April 2021. Once approved, a study 
committee formed to research the topic, conduct surveys, conduct follow up 
interviews and finally prepare the report they will share at next month’s 
Member Event (and via email). 
This was a huge effort, and they're nearing the end of a very long road. We 
are grateful to all Rarely Running Study Committee members for their hard 
work: Alice Dobrinsky, Sarah Nugent, Denise Pearl, Carla Owen, Becky Mills 
and Maureen Harwig.

Upcoming Dates 

Member Education Event 
Thursday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m. 
Park Ridge Public Library, Third Floor 
20 S. Prospect Ave. 

Consensus Call 
Thursday, Sept. 22, Time TBD 
Via Zoom, link to come 

Public Event, City Council Meeting 
Monday, Oct. 17, 7 p.m. 
Park Ridge City Hall 
505 Butler Place

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
http://lwvpr.org/
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com


RSVP to Our Member Social — And Bring a Friend!
Our Member Social is coming up on 
August 25. Join us to chat with fellow 
members, enjoy some refreshments and 
hear what’s ahead for our League in the 
coming year. 
The social will take place starting at 6:30 
p.m. at the Bartucci Family Home, 530 N. 
Ashland Ave., Park Ridge. Please let us 
know if you plan to attend. RSVP to Amy 
Bartucci, director of membership, by 
clicking here. 
Please help spread the word about this 
event in your own communication channels 
and invite someone to join us. You can use 
this email template to personalize outreach 
in your networks.

Grab some friends and join us for a postcard writing party to help get out the vote for the ERA in Nevada. The event will 
take place on Friday, Sept. 9, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The location was still in the works at press time. 
On their November ballot, Nevada voters can 
vote for this state constitutional amendment: 

Equality of rights under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by this State or any of its 
political subdivisions on account of race, color, 
creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or expression, age, disability, ancestry or 
national origin. 

This expanded Equal Rights Amendment for 
Nevada is part of a national trend to amend state 
constitutions. Oregon and Delaware amended 
their state constitutions in recent years. The state 
of New York just approved the first step in a 
three-part process to amend their constitution for 
gender equality.  Efforts in Minnesota and Maine 
continue to similarly amend their state 
constitutions. 
The LWVUS is a strong advocate for the ERA. 
Our League is excited to support the ERA by 
participating in this grassroots effort to reach 
Nevada voters.  
All supplies for the postcard writing party will be 
provided. Just bring yourself. Family and friends are welcome as well. 
Plans are underway to secure a location for the event near lots of foot traffic so our League can offer voter registration 
and education to passers by. 
Thank you to LWV of Park Ridge member AJ Conroy for coordinating this event. For more information, contact AJ 
Conroy at ajconroy1837@gmail.com. And watch for a League email about the event location.

Join Us for an ERA Postcard Writing Party Sept. 9

Volunteers write postcards to Virginia at an ERA event in the 
Chicago Loop in October 2019.

CLICK HERE TO REQUEST YOUR MAIL BALLOT

mailto:ajconroy1837@gmail.com
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/vote-by-mail
https://www.facebook.com/events/621782189291599
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/591d334b-9cfd-4d94-a238-9738a5887976/downloads/Membership%20Recruitment%20Email%20Template.pdf?ver=1657489828976


More Volunteers Needed Ahead of Midterm Elections
There’s a lot at stake in the upcoming election—control of the US Congress and our state legislature, who our governor 
will be, two local referendums and other matters that touch our daily lives. Midterm turnout is historically very low, and 
we are working to change that.  

• Jackie McNeilly, new member Susan Kosinski and others are working to create social media campaigns directed both 
at students and at the general public. 

• Cindy Grau is putting together a team to conduct candidate forums.  

• Karen Reid and others are working with senior living communities to present information on updating 
voter registration, mail voting, early voting, locating-up-to date information on candidates and assistance for disabled 
voters, both through handouts and in-person sessions. 

• More than 400 emails went out to students our League has registered to vote with information on how to vote when 
away at school or while serving in the military. See a version of the email on page six. You can find a copy of this 
page to download or share on our website here, or go to lwvpr.org and select the Newsletter & Helpful Info tab. 

• Teachers from Maine East, Maine West and Maine South have requested our League to hold two-day voter 
registrations events at each of their schools this fall. The teachers have also requested our League’s help as they 
coordinate with each other to get students engaged in the upcoming election.  

There’s a lot to do in the coming months, and we need a bigger team. Volunteers contribute as their schedules allow, 
even if they only have a few hours. If you can lend a hand to any voting projects, please contact Mary Fontaine, director 
of voter services, at lwvparkridge@gmail.com.

SROs Proposed in District 64, League to Respond
The League of Women Voters of Park Ridge is drafting a response to a proposal to add school resource officers in Park 
Ridge-Niles School District 64, which operates elementary and middle schools. The motion came at the district’s school 
board meeting on July 21. 
The motion failed 3-3, but board members approved an amended motion to invite the police chiefs from Park Ridge and 
Niles to the next board meeting, according to the district’s website. Go here to see a recording of the meeting.  
A discussion of school resources officers is on the agenda for the school board meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 18, at Lincoln School, 200 S. Lincoln Ave., Park Ridge.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6Kc7etzjdM
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/15657/1240bd87-2879-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/2461746/19b5a1d6-1da2-11ed-a2e5-0298f1c1417d/file/agenda%2008_18_22.pdf
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/591d334b-9cfd-4d94-a238-9738a5887976/downloads/LWVPR%20Where%20to%20Vote%20After%20Moving%20Away%20From%20Hom.pdf?ver=1660766276836
http://lwvpr.org
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com


IT’S TIME TO GET INVOLVED!

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
Observer Corps: Report on public meetings. Committee meeting attendance is ad hoc, plus time spent to observe, 
complete and submit reports. See sample reports at lwvpr.org/observer-corps.

Communications Committee: 1 hour for monthly or bimonthly meetings.

Voter Services Committee: 1 hour every other month for meetings, plus opportunities to work on get-out-the-vote 
and education efforts as your schedule permits. 
Student Leadership Committee: 1 hour for monthly or bimonthly meetings. 
Membership Committee: This is a rising LWVPR committee and will meet ad hoc as well as during Meet and Greet 
with Treats before League meetings.

Budget Committee: Meets leading up to our Annual Meeting for 1 hour per week for 4-6 weeks.

League Meetings: 2 hours every other month on the second Saturday of each month.

AS-NEEDED ACTIVITIES 
Deputy Registrar: Registering voters. 2 hours/shift, with opportunities to work 8-10 events in an election year.

Candidate Forum: 2 to 5 hours during an election cycle.

Website: Updating information. 1 hour per month.

Writing/Distributing Press Releases: 2-4 hours at a time a few times per year.

Newsletter: Writing or researching an article. 1-4 hours at a time.

Social Media: 2-4 hours per month.

Photography: 1 hour or more per event as needed.

Graphic Arts: Create images for our newsletter and social media once a month or as you have time.

Legal or Accounting: Flexible according to our needs and your schedule.

Sharing An Idea: Send a link to an event or article to generate newsletter and/or social media content. Minutes!

It takes a lot of people to keep the League strong. Even volunteering just an hour or 
two a few Emes a year can make a huge difference.  

Here’s how you can help.

Learn more at LWVPR.org 
or email us at lwvpr.league@gmail.com

http://LWVPR.org
http://lwvpr.org/observer-corps


Whether you’re a college student, serving in the military, or moving out of state or overseas, here’s what you need to 
know to vote. Remember, Suburban Cook County and Chicago have separate election authorities. We’ve listed some 
helpful links at the bottom of this page. 

I’ll Be a College Student 
College students have a choice: vote where you’re living while going to college OR at your permanent home address.  
Choice One: Use your permanent address as your voting address.  
In Person: Come back to your permanent home address. Vote early at a designated early voting location or, on Election 
Day, vote at your home precinct.  
By Mail: Request an absentee (mail-in) ballot from your election authority.  
Choice Two: Change your registration to your Illinois college address to vote there.  
Online or By Mail: If your college is anywhere in Illinois, you can change your registration address online through the 
Illinois State Board of Elections. You’ll need your Illinois driver’s license/state ID, your Social Security number and your 
campus address. You can also find a form at the website to download and send by mail. Go to https://
ova.elections.il.gov/. OR  
In Person: Change your address the same day when and where you vote in person—bring proof of current address and 
ID with you.  
Choice 3: Vote at your out-of-state college address. States have different rules about how to register to vote locally 
when you’re in college in that state. For details in your state, visit Vote 411: https://www.vote411.org/. 

I’ll Be in the Military or Overseas 
Request a mail-in (absentee) ballot.  
Choice One: Request a mail ballot online through the Illinois Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment website: https://
www.fvap.gov/illinois.  
Choice Two: Fill out a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). If you are in the military, you can ask your commanding 
officer for the form. If you are overseas, you may request a FPCA form from the U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 

I’ll Be Moving to Another State 
Anytime you move to a new permanent address, it’s important to register to vote at your new residence location. To 
register to vote in your new state, contact the election authority in the new state or county to learn about voter 
registration requirements or get all the details at VOTE 411: https://www.vote411.org/. 

Helpful Links to Your Election Authority 
In Suburban Cook County  
Voting Locations: https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/your-voter-information  
Vote by Mail: https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/ways-to-vote/vote-by-mail 
In Chicago  
Voting locations: https://chicagoelections.gov/en/voting.html  
Vote by Mail: https://chicagoelections.gov/en/vote-by-mail.html       

Where Do I Vote After I Move Away from Home?

 The League of Women Voters provides nonpartisan information about voting. 
    In Illinois: https://illinoisvoterguide.org/   In all 50 states: https://www.vote411.org/ 

Questions? Email us at lwvparkrdige@gmail.com

All information applies to the Illinois 2022 Gubernatorial Election.

https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.279.1.3b260ebde7c894ebdc3dd06f0df61694
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.279.1.3b260ebde7c894ebdc3dd06f0df61694
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.280.1.30e34f4d2bf4e489c52ab894c3bff244
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.281.1.7060b2ae985adbc74854cedcfc204ee0
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.281.1.7060b2ae985adbc74854cedcfc204ee0
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.282.1.da2ce6dc5ad2b4122202ba335af60a56
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.283.1.b59e4385ed412c715f50c0fbcff3228a
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.284.1.fc78e9c389d1b952d619b8e1c15fff3b
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.285.1.6e139388980006280cdb3288867b09ee
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/419184?id=3670.286.1.3869938705d5ed2dae7d60cca13097c5
https://illinoisvoterguide.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com


To join or renew online, go here or visit our website at lwvpr.org and select “Get Involved.”

PARK	RIDGE	LEAGUE	MEMBERSHIP	FORM		2022-2023
Individual Membership: $75.00 ___ Household Membership: $125.00 ___ Student: (ages 16-26) $25.00 ___

Please complete the following information and mail the form along with your check to :

League of Women Voters of Park Ridge
516 N. Rose Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: ________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ Email:_________________________________________ 

I opt-in the LWVPR Directory (we share your name, email + cell number with other LWVPR members) ________

Additional donations are greatly welcomed. The vast majority of our regular dues go to the national, state and 
regional Leagues for their continued outstanding work. Additional donations stay within our League and support our 
local educational programs.

Amount of Yearly Dues for period of September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023: _____________________

Additional Donation: ____________________________________________________________________ 

I specifically want to sponsor a student member by donating an additional $25 ______________________

Committee Interests:

⥁ Voter Services

⥁ Observer Corps

⥁ Membership

⥁ Student Leadership

⥁ Budget Committee

⥁ Communications Committee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTddzQIq4w_slj4neE29zDlvPsUOmdUUGKsA8V8sHsjXH6rg/viewform
http://lwvpr.org


Co-President   
Julianna Lopez de Philbrook 
jmlopez23@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Ginger Pennington  
gingerpennington1@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Kathy Hanson   
kahanson218@gmail.com 

Director of Voter Services  
Mary Fontaine 
marycfontaine@gmail.com 
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To inquire about membership 
or ask a question: 

lwvpr.league@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

Co-President  
Arlene Levin     
arlene.levin@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Becky Mills 
rmills75@hotmail.com 
   
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

Director of Membership 
Amy Bartucci 
aeb925@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 

tina@kapinos.com

Board Of Directors

Here’s a roundup of local and national news: 
Apply for boards and commissions: The City of Park Ridge is accepting 
applications for vacancies on the Animal Commission (one vacancy), 
Appearance Commission (one vacancy—must be an architect registered to 
practice in the State of Illinois), Community Health Commission (five 
vacancies) and the O’Hare Airport Commission (one vacancy). Applications 
are due by Wednesday, Aug. 25 at 5 p.m. Go here for more information. 
Residents say no to gun shop: Long Grove’s village manager received 
more than 300 emails about a proposed indoor shooting range and gun store 
in the village. According to the the Daily Herald, most emails opposed the 
measure which will come before the village board again on Sept. 6. 

Term limits in Des Plaines: Des Plaines voters will decide on the Nov. 8 ballot whether to eliminate term limits for 
aldermen and the city clerk. The current two-term limit for mayor is not up for review. Read more about the Des 
Plaines City Council discussion on the topic in “Should term limits be scrapped in Des Plaines? Voters will decide” 
in the Aug. 16 issue of the Daily Herald. 
Alcohol monitoring devices under scrutiny: Cook County commissioners are looking into the use of alcohol 
monitoring devices in Cook County after an Aug. 5 Injustice Watch report revealed that judges were ordering 
defendants to wear SCRAM monitoring devices even after the company’s contract with the county had expired. 
Some defendants were even ordered to wear the devices for offenses that did not involve alcohol.
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Join Us! Click lwvpr.org for details.

https://www.parkridge.us/news_detail_T7_R171.php
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220805/we-do-not-want-this-in-long-grove-gun-shop-proposal-prompts-opposition-email-campaign?utm_source=afternoon%20alert&utm_medium=email&utm_content=article%20column&utm_campaign=Afternoon%20Alert%208/5/2022
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220816/should-term-limits-be-scrapped-in-des-plaines-voters-will-decide
https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/courts/2022/scram-cook-county-lapsed-contract/?utm_source=Injustice+Watch+Newsletter+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0778626f04-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5f79d769-0778626f04-446572373&mc_cid=0778626f04&mc_eid=5f1c0fb685
mailto:jmlopez23@gmail.com
mailto:gingerpennington1@gmail.com
mailto:kahanson218@gmail.com
mailto:marycfontaine@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersparkridge
http://www.lwvpr.org
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://lwvpr.org/get-involved
mailto:arlene.levin@gmail.com
mailto:rmills75@hotmail.com
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
mailto:lwvpr.league@gmail.com
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