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League Basics 

The League of Women Voters has a well-earned reputation for being fact-based, fair-minded, and 

trustworthy. Our careful adherence to a nonpartisan policy and clearly established procedures for 

study and consensus-building are the bedrock of this reputation. All our activities are centered 

around empowering voters with accurate information and ensuring all citizens can participate in 

our democracy.   

The LWV is “political” in that we seek to influence public policy through education and advocacy, 

but we are not partisan. We do not support or oppose political parties or candidates for public 

office at any level (even candidates who may be League members).  

When an individual joins a local League, they simultaneously become members of superordinate 

levels of the League:  national, state, and regional.  Membership dues are divided between local, 

state, and national Leagues.  Members of the League of Women Voters of Park Ridge are also a 

member of: 

- League of Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS) 

- League of Women Voters of Illinois (LWVIL) 

- League of Women Voters of Cook County (LWVCC) 

- League of Women Voters Lake Michigan Region (LWVLMR) 

Each level of the League sets a “Program” on an annual or biennial basis. Local Leagues set their 

programs annually at the year-end Annual Meeting. The LWVUS and state Leagues determine their 

programs at biennial conventions.  The Program identifies a select number of governmental issues 

for the League to focus upon for further study, educational efforts, and/or action. 

 

LWV Positions 

Our actions are based on established League “positions.”  In League lingo, positions are statements 

of the League’s point of view on a particular public policy issue.  The League arrives at positions 

through a careful process of study and agreement by members (consensus or concurrence). 

Positions support advocacy for changes in government policy and legislation but are never based 

on political party or party ideology.   

 

LWV Actions 

Any level of the League can issue an official action alert, requesting that members act at a specific 

time to support a League position. The actions requested may be at the local League level (e.g., 

promotion of a League position by the League President or authorized representative to 

government officials, the media, or the public) or individual level (e.g., individual members writing 

letters or calling legislators on their own behalf).   

 

 

https://www.lwv.org/
https://www.lwvil.org/
https://www.lwvcookcounty.org/
https://www.lwvlmr.org/
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Annual Meeting 

Each local League holds a year-end business meeting to elect officers/directors, vote on any 

changes to the bylaws, and adopt a budget and program for the year.  Our League’s fiscal year 

ends on June 30th, so our annual meeting takes place each spring (on a date between April 1 and 

May 30).  

Another function of the Annual Meeting is to allow us to consider our local positions.  We may 

decide upon a new topic for study, review a current local position for possible updates, amend a 

local position, or adopt a new position.  New local positions can only be adopted either by 

concurrence (agreeing to adopt a position already reached through consensus by another League) 

or after consensus has been established at the local level (this occurs at the conclusion of a local 

League study). 

Members are invited to recommend focal issues for the annual program two months before the 

Annual Meeting. The board takes these recommendations into account, formulates a proposed 

program, and sends it to members two weeks before the Annual Meeting. The program is adopted 

upon a majority vote of members present. Procedures for considering alternative recommendations 

are outlined in our bylaws. 

LWVPR Core Activities & Committees  

Two special committees are regularly convened in advance of the Annual Meeting (the budget 

committee and the nominating committee).  The structure of all other local League committees can 

change over time, depending on our size and member interest.  Committees of the Board are 

established to help carry out the League’s primary activities, as decided upon by members and 

delegated by the board.  Regular reports help ensure coordination of the League’s activities and 

help the board assess the organization’s progress toward shared goals.   

At the present time, our committee activities are in 5 areas: 

• Voter Services 

• Observer Corps 

• Membership 

• Communications 

• Student Engagement  

Voter Services 

Voter services activities occur year-round but are 

especially pronounced in the lead-up to elections. 

Voter service activities help citizens effectively 

participate in the political process.  Core activities 

include registering voters, disseminating factual, 

nonpartisan information on candidates and election 

issues, and hosting candidate forums.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12xQM63js5auiusD8OTSePq786NBcj62l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102915112823621888424&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://lwvpr.org/voter-services
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Observer Corps 

Any member who completes Observer Corps training can 

participate in this important League function.  Observers 

attend governmental meetings, note what happens, and 

report back to the League and community. Observer Corps 

promotes government transparency and accountability and 

helps ensure that community members are aware of decisions 

that impact their lives. This is especially important with the 

diminishing presence of local news coverage in recent years. Observer reports also help LWVPR 

members stay informed about issues related to League positions and can serve as the basis for 

local advocacy efforts.  LWVPR Observer reports are published on our website:  

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps  

 

Communications Committee 

The communications committee shares vital information with 

members and the community at large, helps the League build 

visibility, and publicizes League events and activities. League 

communications are transmitted primarily through our 

newsletter, League Update, social media posts, our website, 

and press releases. 

One of the most important responsibilities is assisting the 

newsletter editor with its preparation. Our newsletter, the 

League Update, is one of the most visible expressions of the 

League and a primary line of communication for members.  It 

helps member know what is going on with the League, where 

help is needed, and when.   

 

Membership Committee 

The membership committee works to maintain the health and well-being of the local League by 

helping maintain / grow membership, enhancing member engagement, and fostering positive 

relationships through social events. Committee members orient new members to the League and 

help find ways for each member to contribute their individual talents. 

 

 

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/591d334b-9cfd-4d94-a238-9738a5887976/downloads/LWVPR_Newsletter_Nov%202022.pdf?ver=1669410550512
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Student Engagement & Leadership Committee 

The overarching purpose of this committee is to help the 

League grow its reach and impact through deeper 

engagement with young people.  As the most newly 

formed committee of the board, clear goals and 

objectives are in the process of being established. Broadly, 

the focus should be not only on recruitment of student 

members, but on fostering general awareness, engaging 

young people as event volunteers, effectively partnering 

with youth organizations, and mentoring young people 

through our newly established internship program with D207.  An important short-term focus for 

this committee will be establishing well-defined goals and objectives and developing curricula / 

project plans for the developing internship program. 

 

 

How to Engage 

The League is people-powered, and we invite participation at any level members can offer.  There 

are a lot of options to become involved! 

We hold a general member meeting once every other month. This is a great way to get introduced 

to what is going on with the League. For this past year, general meetings have been held on 

Saturdays from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Park Ridge Community Church (100 Courtland Avenue). You can 

park in the church parking lot at Butler and Courtland.  Enter the door off of Butler Avenue and 

proceed downstairs to the basement meeting room any time after 2:30 p.m.!  Our meetings are 

always listed on our Events Calendar from our website: https://lwvpr.org/events  

If you are interested in helping with voter service activities, membership activities, student 

engagement, or League communications, we always welcome a helping hand!  Let us know at a 

general meeting or reach out via email to lwvpr.league@gmail.com to get hooked in! 

If you would like to help with Observer Corps, we are happy to help you find the soonest online 

training date to get started.  Once you complete the short training (single session), you can sign up 

to observe at any upcoming City, Township, or D64 meeting on our Observer Corps online sign-up 

sheet. 

If you are not quite ready to jump into a volunteer role just yet, that’s okay!  Take your time to get 

to know the League and learn more about our activities and positions through our newsletter, 

social media posts, and website. 

Welcome to the League and thank you for supporting our mission to       

empower voters and protect our democracy! 

 

 

 

https://lwvpr.org/events
mailto:lwvpr.league@gmail.com

