LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge

Criminal Justice Review Continues
The Illinois LWV is updating its official positions on criminal justice issues for the
first time in years. These positions dictate what actions the state league will or
will not take, such as supporting legislation. The process requires input from the
local chapters, including ours. Here’s how it works: The state group offered 14
proposed positions, and each chapter holds a consensus meeting to vote on
whether it agrees or disagrees with each position. It’s a yes/no vote, not a
drafting session.

November 2020

In This Issue

• Criminal Justice
• Board Nominations
• City Hall Study

Our consensus call will be held Saturday, January 16, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZYtdeirqj4rGtColDwPPH3oDxGg4bxs9MDt

• Deputy Registrars

We discussed positions 1-7 at our October meeting and we will discuss 8-14 at
our December meeting. We’d appreciate your reviewing the positions (on page
6) ahead of our December General Meeting.

• What to Read/Watch

Following the consensus questions you’ll also find links to a variety of
information. There are articles, videos and reports of various lengths. LWV sites
have resources organized by each of the proposed positions. If you’d like some
help finding information on a particular question, please email Mary Fontaine at
marycfontaine@aol.com.

• ERA Update

• Electoral College News

• Election By the Numbers

• Member Snapshot

(See Criminal Justice, page 6.)

Nominations Sought To Fill Three Board Positions
Our Nominating Committee is being formulated by the Board in preparation for our Annual Meeting in April of 2021. We
are looking for the following positions for a two-year term on our Park Ridge LWV Board:

• Secretary—to succeed Judy Fregetto
• Co-Vice President—to succeed Arlene Levin
• President—to succeed Sarah Nugent
Thank you to these board members for their service to the Park Ridge League. Under their leadership we continue to
have strong growth!
If you have an interest in being on the board or have an idea of someone who might be a good candidate, please
contact Cindy Grau, who is heading up the nominating committee, at Cgrau8@gmail.com.

Board Of Directors
President
Sarah Nugent
s.nugent0221@gmail.com
Vice President
Arlene Levin
arlene.levin@gmail.com
Vice President
Rebecca Little
rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com

Proposed Study Would Examine Pay,
Time Commitment for City Council
Member Alice Dobrinsky is proposing that our League study the time
commitment and compensation for Park Ridge City Council members
compared to neighboring towns. She will discuss details of her proposal at our
December meeting scheduled for December 12 at 3 p.m.
The concern is that the meetings for alderpeople in Park Ridge may be
unnecessarily excessive and prevent many people from running for office.
Current requirements include attending four City Council meetings per month in
addition to attending 75 percent of the board and commission meetings on
which they serve as liaisons. That means alderpeople must attend roughly five
to eight meetings per month.

Secretary
Judy Fregetto
judyfregetto@gmail.com

While elected officials on our school and park boards aren't compensated,
their meeting loads are more manageable. At just one to two meetings per
month, their requirements align more closely with community service. City
Council meeting requirements are closer to that of a side gig, which is why
Dobrinsky feels compensation should be part of the study.

Treasurer
Karen Hein
kaschmidthein@aol.com

The city did conduct a salary study in 2018, and the report noted that
alderpeople "appear to be underpaid in comparison to the market." League
members can read more about the study in this Park Ridge Herald-Advocate
article: https://bit.ly/38GOTH4

Director/Liaison to Go Green
Park Ridge
Cindy Grau
cgrau8@gmail.com
Director of Voter Services
Karen Reid
kayreid@comcast.net

Anyone interested in helping Dobrinsky with this study should contact her
at alice.dobrinsky@gmail.com.

Deputy Registrars Need to Renew Oaths
All deputy registrar commissions expire on November 30. Current registrars
need to take the oath again to be recommissioned. Registrars should visit
the Cook County Clerk website, print out the oath, and then complete the
form and mail it in. Please do this promptly!
Need a refresher? Download the Cook County Deputy Registrar Training
Manual.

Newsletter Editor
Tina Kapinos
tina@kapinos.com
Social Media Manager
Jenna Reed
jennareed1@gmail.com

Contact Us at:
lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Anyone interested in becoming a deputy registrar and helping with future getout-the-vote efforts should contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net.

“T

he 2020 elections saw the most ballots cast in
U.S. history. We applaud the will and
determination of the American public to participate in
elections amid an ongoing pandemic. This
unprecedented turnout is a testament to the
determination of the American voters and the strength
of our democratic system. It is also a testament to the
tenacity and power of Black, Indigenous, Latino, Asian,
Muslim, LGBTQ+, and young voters who turned out in
record numbers demanding their voices be heard. We
are truly inspired.”
—LWV board president Dr. Deborah Turner and CEO Virginia Kase

Colorado Latest State to Call for Popular Vote
Colorado voters passed Prop 113, which
adds them to the list of states that have
agreed to elect the president and vice
president by the national popular vote.
The League of Women Voters of Colorado
supported the initiative.
Colorado joins Illinois plus 13 other states
and the District of Columbia In the
National Popular Vote Interstate Compact.
Those other states are California,
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, Oregon, Rhode Island,
Vermont and Washington. The compact
will go into effect once enacted by enough
states to represent at least 270 electoral
votes—the number needed to win an
election. So far, the jurisdictions in the
pact represent 196 electoral votes.

States Opting for Popular Vote

Fifteen states plus Washington, DC, have joined a compact to
select the president by the national popular vote.

Proponents see the pact as an easier way
of moving to a popular vote for president
and vice president than adding an amendment to the Constitution to abolish the Electoral College.

While opponents argue that abolishing the Electoral College will keep candidates from campaigning in small states,
the National Popular Vote, a nonprofit organization, counters that moving to a popular vote will encourage politicians
to visit more states. It notes on its website that in the 2020 general election, the major party presidential and vice
presidential candidates focused their visits on just 12 battleground states. Those states received 96 percent of all
campaign visits. That attention doesn’t stop after the election. National Popular Vote points out that battleground
states receive 7 percent more federal grants and twice as many presidential disaster declarations as other states as
well as more exemptions for Superfund enforcement and No Child Left Behind laws.
The League of Women Voters national board reaffirmed its position in May 2009 favoring the abolishment of the
Electoral College.
The League is joining National Popular Vote, Fair Vote, Common Cause and Equal Citizens in hosting a virtual
conference “270 by 2024: National Popular Vote for President” on November 19 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time.
Register here. A recording of the event will be available at nationalpopularvote.com.

Articles and Plays Cover Misinformation, Voting and More
• Pen America, a group of writers and writing professionals committed to protecting free expression, offers a tip sheet:
“How to Talk to Friends and Family Who Share Misinformation.”

• From the archives, Noah Berlatsky makes a case for lowering the voting age in this 2019 article in Mic: “Why
lowering the voting age would make for a better democracy.”

• “What the Constitution Means to Me” is now streaming on Amazon Prime. A Tony nominee and Pulitzer Prize finalist,
the often humorous play is based on the life of author and star Heidi Schreck, who earned money for college at age
15 by competing in Constitutional debate contests. The play weaves in the stories of three generations of women in
Schreck’s family, touching on themes of women's rights, immigration, and domestic abuse. Run time: 100 minutes.

• To create “Until the Flood,” playwright and performer Dael Olandersmith interviewed community members struggling

with the aftermath of the shooting of Michael Brown by a police officer in Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014. The Goodman
theater began streaming the play for free (although donations are accepted) on November 15. Run time: 70 minutes.

Election Report
by the Numbers
66.5% eligible voters

nationwide who are projected to have
cast ballots in the 2020 presidential
election—more than any other
election in more than 100 yearsWP

37,398

young people Poll
Hero recruited to be poll workers for
the 2020 electionPH

62% voter turnout in Cook
CountyCC

54% Cook County voters who

said “yes” to the Fair Tax, though the
amendment was defeated statewideCC

91,864 people currently

registered to vote in Maine Township,
30,266 currently registered to vote in
Park Ridge.CC

55% Park Ridge voters who

selected Joe Biden for president; 54%
of Park Ridge voters selected Hillary
Clinton in 2016HA

12,010 of 20,060 Park Ridge
voters who approved of retail
cannabis sales within city limitsCC

5

months until the General Election
for local offices, April 6, 2021CC
Sources: WP—Washington Post; PH—
pollhero.org; CC—Cook County Clerk; HA—
Park Ridge Herald-Advocate

Advocates Ask Supporters
to Call, Write to Encourage
Senate Passage of ERA Bill
By AJ Conroy, ERA Illinois
Editor’s note: The best path to the ERA may be to call your
senators and reach out to friends in other states to call theirs,
too. Here’s a brief history and update from League member
AJ Conroy of ERA Illinois.
At the start of 2020, Virginia became the final state to ratify
the Equal Rights Amendment. The resolution went to the
National Archivist for certification. This ministerial task is
proscribed by federal statute and this process was followed by
Nevada, Illinois, the Archivist and every state that ratified the
“Madison Amendment” in the ‘90s. This time, a lawsuit
prevented that from happening.
Although the original lawsuit, brought
by Alabama, South Dakota and
Louisiana, was voluntarily dismissed
in March, legal wrangling continues
with two parallel lawsuits against the
Archivist—one brought by private
parties and the other between states.
Meanwhile, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted on February
13 to remove the time limit for ratifying
the amendment. The resolution is now before the Senate as
S.J.Res. 6. There is a small window of opportunity during the
lame duck session.
At this point, there are three possible outcomes:
•

The Senate votes to remove the time limit, and the
Supreme Court defers to Congress using the political
question doctrine.

•

The Supreme Court directs the Archivist to certify
ratification without congressional action. The ERA
would then become part of the U.S. Constitution.

•

The Supreme Court decision dismisses the ERA, and
advocates must restart the ratification process.

While the composition of the Senate is uncertain, who chairs
the Senate Judiciary Committee and who serves as the
Senate majority leader exercises near complete control of
what matters come for a vote. The upcoming Georgia runoff
elections are of great interest to equality advocates who
believe there are already the requisite votes to remove the
deadline. The roadblock has been getting a Senate vote.
What can advocates do now? Put January 27 on your
calendar and write a letter to the editor for the one-year
anniversary of the 28th Amendment. For details,
visit VoteEquality.US/advocate/write4rights Please also call
our senators encouraging them to call for a vote on #SJRes6.

Member Snapshot
Jenna Reed
Background: I was born in South Carolina and grew up moving around between
small towns in North Carolina. I went to grad school in Virginia and have moved
several times for my job since then. I feel very fortunate to have been able to
experience different areas of the country.
Current home: A year ago my son and I moved to Park Ridge from Rhode
Island. We absolutely love this area. The people are so nice!
Occupation: I have worked in CPG marketing for many years and I love it. I
have managed brands from SeaPak (frozen shrimp) to My Little Pony (toys).
Recently I took on a new role at work and now I am managing our Hotel
Cosmetics team. I love the challenges of learning a new industry or new product
categories and trying to figure out how to find the white space that will allow my
brand to grow.
Family: I have an 11-year-old son, Logan, and he has two cats, Lily and Magic.
Hobbies: I am always picking up new hobbies. Since moving to Park Ridge I have picked up tennis which I really love
even if I am not that great at it. I love hiking in the woods and meditation to stay grounded. I am obsessed with audio
books and always have to have some type of creative project going.
Why I joined the League: I joined the League to force myself to become more involved and informed in what is going
on in our government. I have moved A LOT in my life which has led to a tendency to focus on the big-ticket political
races and not pay much attention to the rest of politics at the local and state levels. The events over the past couple of
years have really hit home to me and made me angry. Nothing changes unless ordinary people come together and
demand change, and starting at the local level makes problems feel more surmountable. Joining the League was my
first step in plugging into what is going on so that I can become part of the push for change.
Goals: I have a lot of issues that I am passionate about, like equality, police reforms, education, judicial reform, poverty
and the environment. My first goal is to figure out how these issues can be addressed at different levels of government,
become more informed on my voting choices and start advocating for changes. My second goal is to encourage more
women to get involved in politics and run for office. One hundred years after women gained the vote our gender is still
massively underrepresented across all major political positions, and I think it really shows in many of our country's
policies and cultural norms.
Prior political involvement: The closest I have come to being in politics is being elected president of the student body
in grad school.
Brush with fame: I met Food Network star Guy Fieri a few years ago. I was the brand manager for SeaPak Shrimp,
and we had sponsored the product in an episode of “Guy’s Grocery Games.” I got to attend the taping to make sure my
product was presented well. Off-camera he is exactly the person you see on the show—a nice, gracious host and very
approachable. What impressed me so much about Guy was how hard he worked to make sure everyone else on set
(contestants and celebrity judges) came across well on camera and got good air time. Sadly, it is not usually the case
that the star of the show tries to help everyone else get optimal camera time.
What I’m reading: Currently about halfway through “Moment of Lift” by Melinda Gates. It is an interesting book about
her evolution in her approach to philanthropy and the causes her foundation supports. It has made me really think about
my own approach to social and philanthropic projects and how biases can impact these projects.
Favorite quotes: “Be the change you want to see in the world.” ~ Mahatma Gandhi
“You miss 100 percent of the shots you never take.” ~Wayne Gretzky
I repeat these two quotes to myself A LOT. The first one reminds me not to wait on someone else to do what needs to
be done. The second reminds me not to let the fear of not being good enough stop me from even trying.
Best advice anyone gave me: My boss taught me not to be afraid to ask questions and admit when you don’t know
something…especially when starting a new role. Asking questions allows you to grow and become smarter whereas
trying to act like you know something you don’t just leads to an advanced feeling of Imposter Syndrome.
One more thing: Together we can do great things!

Criminal Justice Consensus Questions 7-14
8. Restorative Justice
8a. Should the criminal justice system be open to the use of restorative justice approaches and values?
8b. To be successful, must restorative justice courts involve members of the community?
8c. Must restorative justice courts be adequately funded?
9. Should emerging adults (ages 18-25) in the criminal justice system be treated in a developmentally appropriate
manner, recognizing that those in this age group are not fully mature and culpable for their actions?
10. Should barriers to and within the courthouse and courtrooms be eliminated whenever possible?
11. Sentencing Laws and Procedures
11a. Should we delete from existing position: “The League believes that there should be strict penalties and
enforcement for all crimes committed with a handgun or an assault weapon.”
Should we revise the position based on consensus regarding the following? [numbered 11b-11g].
11b. Should evidence-based practices and best practices guide sentencing laws and prosecutorial decisionmaking?
11c.Should sentencing take into consideration the public health issues involved in any crime committed?
11d. Should there be more collaboration between stakeholders so that sentencing outcomes are more just and
fair?
11e. Should racial impact statements inform any new criminal law or regulation?
11f. Should legislation that reduces penalties for a crime also benefit those previously convicted and sentenced
for that crime?
11g.Should the charge of felony murder be abolished?
12. Illinois Department of Corrections
12a. Should offenders be entitled to humane treatment and access to healthcare?
12b. Should all programs be evidence-based or based on best practices?
12c. Should all rehabilitative and evidence-based programs be made available to all for whom they are
appropriate?
12d. Should programs be tailored according to individual needs.
12e. Should all offenders have access to program credits?
12f. Is pre-release planning critical for successful reentry into the community?
12g.Are adult transition centers critical in bridging the gap between prison and the community in order to ensure
successful reintegration into society?
12h. Should the length of Mandatory Supervised Release (MSR) be determined by completion of goals tailored
to the individual rather than a strict length of time?
12i. Should rules attached to MSR be clearly explained to the offender as well as expected consequences if
rules are violated?
12j. Should caseloads be manageable so that parole officers are able to play a supportive role with the parolee?
13. Post Incarceration and Sentence Completion: From recidivism to successful re-entry
13a. Should all unnecessary barriers encountered by people with criminal records which hinder their successful
return to society after completion of sentences be removed?

13b. Should people with criminal records have access to the same income-based support opportuni9es and
services that are available to others in society and for which they would otherwise qualify?

14. Funding
14a. Should we delete from the existing position: “The League believes that state funds should emphasize
community-based sanctions over the construction of more prisons.”
Should we revise the position based on consensus regarding the following:
14b. Should state funding emphasize community-based sanctions and treatment instead of incarceration?
14c.Addition: Should all program funding be periodically evaluated for its effectiveness and to ensure that
proper offender populations are being served?
(See a list of resources on the next page.)

Criminal Justice (Continued from previous page.)
Resource Links from LWV
Written Materials: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5eb87706d3837677cd92bc85/t/
5f90b198a581997773a7c13b/1603318169680/criminal-justice-written-resources_2020-06-12.pdf
Videos: https://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/2/3/7/123745968/video_resources_6-12.pdf

Additional Resource Links
Articles:
Why police violence against Black people persists—and what can be done about it
After decades of police corruption, can Chicago finally reform its force
A New Model of Policing in Chicago
Despite a Spike in Shootings, Chicago’s Anti-Violence Workers Remain Resilient
For Those Touched By Chicago’s Violence, Shootings Aren’t Always Senseless
Fostering Equity: Creating Shared Understanding for Building Community Resilience
iiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Videos:
iiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Ta-Nehisi Coates on Feariiiiiiiiiii
and The Black Experience
Ta-Nehisi Coates on Psychology and Power Dynamics
University of Chicago Colloquium on the Crisis in Policing
A conversation with President Obama: Reimagining Policing in the Wake of Continued Police Violence
13th
We Are Witness Chicago
Studies:
Illinois State Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform
Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing (2015)
Forward Through Ferguson

Contact Us

Upcoming Events

For information about the
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at
www.lwvpr.org

November 19 “270 by 2024: National Popular Vote for President” virtual event,
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time. Register here or watch a recording after the event
at nationalpopularvote.com.
December 12 LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting via Zoom, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
To receive the Zoom link, register in advance here.
January 16 Criminal Justice Consensus Call, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Members
should register here.
January 27 ERA Call to Action, visit VoteEquality.US for details.
April 6, 2021 General Election for Local Offices.

For the most current updates,
follow us on Facebook and Instagram
@LWVparkridge
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To inquire about membership:
lwvparkridge@gmail.com

