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Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Minimizing Disruptions at Public Events Among the 
Timely Topics Slated for March Issues Briefing

League Issues Statement Calling for Civility

Click above to watch the Park-Rdige Niles 
School District 64 Feb. 7 school board meeting.

After a week that saw disruptive behavior at local school board 
meetings, LWV of Park Ridge members in attendance at our 
general meeting on Feb. 12 voted to draft a letter calling for 
civil behavior at public meetings. 
The letter, sent to the school boards for Park Ridge-Niles 
School District 64 and Maine Township High School District 
207, as well as local media, expressed support for the school 
boards’ efforts to maintain civil discourse.  
“We commend the board for establishing rules for civil 
discourse that both allow residents’ voices to be heard and 
keep meetings running efficiently,” the statement said. A 
complete text of the letter appears on page 2. 
You can read an account of the District 64 Feb. 7 meeting that 
the Park-Ridge Herald Advocate called “fiery” here, or watch 
the full meeting by clicking on the video to the right.

Illinois State Sen. Laura Murphy, whose district 
includes parts of Park Ridge and Des Plaines, 
will be among the speakers for the session 
titled “Ranked Choice Voting: Prospects and 
Barriers for Implementation in Illinois,” at 12 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 9. The program is 
part of the League of Women Voters of Illinois 
Issues Briefing taking place via Zoom from 
March 5 to March 11. 
A dozen sessions will cover topics including 
confronting gun violence in Illinois, regulating storage of spent nuclear fuel, immigration issues, minimizing disruptions 
at public events and more. There is a one-time registration fee of $25 to watch any or all of the presentations with 
scholarships available for those in need. American Sign Language interpreters will be on screen for all sessions. 
To see the full schedule and register for the event, which is open to the public, go to https://www.lwvil.org/
issuesbriefing22.

https://www.lwvil.org/issuesbriefing22
https://www.lwvil.org/issuesbriefing22
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/ct-prh-d64-masks-tl-0210-20220208-pu5vjisr7ndxhch4z6kvtc4eqe-story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-O4aaB_h880
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LWV of Park Ridge Statement on Civil 
Discourse at School Board Meetings 

The League of Women Voters of Park Ridge feels compelled to 
address behavior at recent school board meetings. 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots 
organization that helps to empower voters and defend democracy 
through advocacy and education at the local, state and national 
levels. We also work to promote civil discourse.  

Running a school district  is a tough job under the best of 
circumstances, however recent tensions, heaped onto COVID fatigue, 
have made the job extremely difficult. Our League would like to thank 
the members of the school board and the administration for their 
service and dedication to the community. We commend the board for 
establishing rules for civil discourse that both allow residents’ voices to 
be heard and keep meetings running efficiently. 

We applaud the board for reminding attendees of the procedures 
established by law and policy that govern meetings. These procedures 
include: 

• Noting when public comment will take place 
• Clarifying the purpose of public comment 
• Outlining the amount of time each individual will have to speak 
• Noting the number of times an individual may comment 
• Explaining that board members do not reply to the content of the 

comments 
• Setting out the length of discussion that will be allowed 

We further support the board in asking attendees to abide by 
behavioral expectations at the outset of each meeting, and we ask 
that all attendees respectfully comply. These expectations include: 

• Audience members speak only if recognized by the board 
president 

• Audience members refrain from any commentary, verbal or 
otherwise (including clapping or cheering)  

• All present demonstrate courtesy, respect and proper decorum at 
all times, treating others the way you expect to be treated  

• All present model the best of our democratic process, both for 
the sake of our community and our children 

The people who attend school board meetings, whether sitting in the 
audience or sitting on the board, are our neighbors. We will likely 
never all agree on every aspect. But if we can conduct ourselves with 
civility and decorum in even the toughest of times, then we can ensure 
that we will be able to gather the best ideas from our residents to 
make decisions that foster a strong community. 

mailto:s.nugent0221@gmail.com
mailto:arlene.levin@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com
mailto:rmills75@hotmail.com
mailto:kahanson218@gmail.com
mailto:kaschmidthein@aol.com
mailto:kayreid@comcast.net
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
mailto:tina@kapinos.com
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com


One Earth Film Festival: See “The Plastic Bag Store: The Film” at the 
Maine South High School library on March 11 at 5:30 p.m., or watch it 
virtually at 6:30 p.m. as part of the One Earth Film Festival taking place 
March 4 through March 13. Visit oneearthfilmfest.org to see a complete 
schedule of both in-person and virtual viewing options, and to reserve 
tickets. Films are free unless otherwise indicated, although an $8 donation is 
recommended. 
Affordable housing program: LWV of Illinois will present “Housing Access 
in Illinois: What Will It Take?” from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., March 3, over Zoom. 
Speakers include Bishop Tavis Grant, national field director for Rainbow 
Push Coalition, Michael Alvarez of the Chicago Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights and other housing advocates. Find out more and register here. 
Restrictive voting laws: The Brennan Center for Justice reported an 
increase in both restrictive voter laws and laws that would expand voter 
access when comparing totals from one-year periods ending Jan. 14, 2021, 
and Jan. 14, 2022. In a Feb. 9 article, the center counted 250 restrictive bills 
in the one-year period ending Jan. 14, compared to just 75 bills in the 
previous year. Bills expanding voter access jumped from 286 as of Jan. 14 
2021, to 399 as of Jan. 14, 2022. Twenty-six states, including Illinois, are 
considering both restrictive and expansive voting bills. Read more details in 
Voting Laws Roundup: February 2022.

Voter Services 
Ramps Up 
Registration, 
Education Efforts 

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• At the Park Ridge City Council meeting on Jan. 24, the council debated 
how to handle an outdoor dining “tax” on restaurants using public areas 
for alfresco dining.  

• At the Maine Township Board meeting on Jan. 25, the board discussed 
advertising two different community solar companies to residents. There is 
a small bonus given to the township for each household that signs up.  

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to 
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are 
reminded that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members 
Only” section on our League website, lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. 

The Voter Services Committee is in full 
swing with efforts to register and 
educate voters. Below are just some of 
the activities happening now. 
• Voter registration: Maine East High 

School invited our League to host a 
voter registration event for students 
tentatively scheduled for April 21 and 
22. Details to follow. Committee 
members are also exploring other 
options for voter registration events 
in the coming months. 

• Updated brochure: Committee 
members revised and updated our 
League brochure and anticipate 
having copies available in the near 
future. 

• Student emails: Director of Voter 
Services Karen Reid wrote an email 
aimed at students about how to 
verify their voter registration and 
other important details leading up to 
the June primary. The email went out 
over GoDaddy, which enabled us to 
track engagement. More than 100 
students viewed the email with about 
9 percent of those clicking a link for 
more information. Plans are 
underway to send out one email per 
month with important voter 
information through the November 
election. 

• Multi-League coordination: Several 
Committee members attended one 
or more LWV of Illinois Voter 
Services Roundtables. Our League 
is sharing information and accessing 
materials from other Leagues about 
Get Out the Vote efforts, social 
media posts and candidate forums. 

• Social media: Karen Hein is working 
on social media posts featuring 
students sharing why they registered 
to vote. 

If you would like to help register voters 
or assist in any of our other voter 
registration or education efforts, please 
contact Karen Reid at 
kayreid@comcast.net.
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https://illinoisvoterguide.org


Upcoming Events
March 3  LWV of Illinois presents “Housing Access in Illinois: What Will It Take?” 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., over Zoom. Register here. 

March 4 - March 14  One Earth Film Festival, oneearthfilmfest.org 

March 5 - March 11  LWVIL Issues Briefing. Go here to register and see the full 
schedule. 

March 30  First day to apply for a mail ballot for the June 28, 2022, 
Gubernatorial Primary Election. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge Annual Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m. 

June 11  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

June 13  Early voting at permanent polling places starts for Gubernatorial 
Primary 

June 28  Election Day 

August 13  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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League member Nan Parson, cofounder and chair of Action Ridge, will take part in a conversation on segregation in 
Chicago at 6 p.m. on Feb. 22.  
The discussion will kick off “FIRSTHAND: Segregation,” a year-long WTTW initiative that will feature a documentary 
series, expert talks and more. Learn about the program at wttw.com/firsthand.  
The kick-off event is free, but registration is required. Click here to RSVP.  
Director of Membership Amy Bartucci represented the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition in an interview on “The Mike Nowak 
Show with Peggy Malecki.” Watch the episode “Can Backyard Composting Save the World?” here. 

League Members Featured in Shows on Segregation, Composting
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