
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge  January 2022

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

A New Year With League: Resolve to Get Involved! 
Start off the new year with a new activity. Here’s how you can get involved this month in LWV of Park Ridge: 
• Student Leadership Brainstorming Session, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., Jan. 24. Contact Amy Bartucci at 

aeb925@gmail.com if you are new to the discussion and would like to participate. See lwvpr.org/events for the Zoom 
link. 

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Brainstorming Session, Zoom meeting, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., Jan. 29. Contact Amy 
Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com if you would like to join the working group. See lwvpr.org/events for the Zoom link. 

• Moderator Training for Candidate Forums, training via Zoom open to all Illinois League members, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m., Jan. 27. Learn how to facilitate a fair, informative, respectful, and inclusive forum. Go here to register at least 24 
hours in advance. 

These are just some of the ways you can get involved with League. For a list of other activities and time commitments, 
check out the It’s Time to Get Involved info sheet. Still not sure what activity best suits your skills and interests? Contact 
our Membership Chair Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com to schedule a call to help you find the perfect fit.

LWV, LWVIL Join Advocates in Filing Amicus Briefs 
as ERA Case Moves Forward in Federal Court

Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul continues to fight for the ERA in court, with 
support from the League of Women Voters. 

Raoul, along with the attorneys general from Nevada and Virginia, announced in a 
Jan. 3 statement that they had filed a brief with the U.S. Court of Appeals of the 
District of Columbia in their lawsuit asking the federal government to recognize the 
Equal Rights Amendment as the 28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The 
appeal comes after a lower court dismissed a challenge to the 1982 deadline to 
ratify the ERA. Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the ERA in 2020, meeting the 
threshold for the number of states needed for ratification, but the U.S. Archivist 
refused to publish the amendment to the U.S. Constitution, citing the 1982 deadline. 

The League of Women Voters joined a coalition of more than 50 groups in  filing an 
amicus brief in the attorneys general’s case. In addition, LWV of Illinois joined ERA 
Illinois and other state organizations in filing a separate amicus brief. 

Raoul noted in his statement that Congress first considered an equal rights 
amendment 100 years ago. “One hundred years is far too long to wait for equality 
under the law,” he said, “and I am hopeful 2022 will be the year that equal treatment 
for all Americans is enshrined and acknowledged as part of our nation’s 
Constitution.”

Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul speaks at an 
ERA event in Park Ridge.
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Environmental Programs Focus on 
Natural Gas, Climate Change

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• At the Park Ridge City Council Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting on 
Dec. 13 it was noted that the city purchased 500 fraud protection gel pens 
for people who write checks often to protect their checks from being 
tampered with. There was also discussion of the lead pipe replacement law 
which is an unfunded mandate.  

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to https://
lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are reminded 
that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members Only” section 
on our League website, lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. 

Here are some opportunities in the coming weeks to learn more about how 
you can impact environmental change: 

• “Natural Gas in the Crosshairs” is the focus of the next virtual meeting of 
Green Drinks Park Ridge scheduled for 7 p.m. on Jan. 18 via Zoom. Sarah 
Moskowitz, deputy director of the Citizens Utility Board, will talk about 
building electrification, plus answer questions about solar, implementation 
of the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act, and utility programs designed to 
help customers save money and energy. Go here to watch via Zoom. 

• “En-Roads Climate Change Workshop” will feature a live demo of the 
simulation model that educates about strategies to address climate 
change. The workshop will take place via Zoom from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Feb. 7. LWV of Upper Mississippi River Region is sponsoring the program. 
Learn more and find the link to join the program here. 

• “Lunch & Learn: Energy Reduction & A Clean Energy Transition” will 
feature a panel of industry leaders discussing goals, plans and challenges 
of delivering a sustainable energy future in this Zoom presentation, 12 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., Jan. 20. Go here to register and see more details about this 
free program hosted by the Forest Preserves of Cook County.
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Oakton Park Project Moves to Vote: 
The Park Ridge Park Board voted 4-3 to 
place the $31.7 referendum to renovate 
Oakton Park on the November Ballot. In 
a citywide survey, 48 percent of just over 
2,000 respondents favored the 
referendum while 46 opposed it, 
according to a report in the Park Ridge 
Herald-Advocate. 

Illinois Maps Fight Ends: A federal 
court upheld Illinois’ legislative 
maps, striking down three separate 
challenges from a group of 
Republicans, the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, and the East St. Louis Branch 
of the NAACP. Read more in “Federal 
judges uphold state’s legislative 
redistricting plan” at 
capitolnewsillinois.com.


Ohio Maps Struck Down:  The Ohio 
Supreme Court struck down maps 
that would have given the state’s 
Republicans supermajorities in the 
state House and Senate. According 
to a report in the Columbus 
Dispatch, the court said that the 
state’s Ohio Redistricting 
Commission failed to follow the 
state’s Constitution which calls for 
maps to follow voter preferences 
over the past decade. Voters chose 
Republican candidates 54 percent of 
the time and Democrats 46 percent 
of the time in that period. 


Voters Challenge NC Rep: A group 
of voters in North Carolina 
challenged U.S. Rep. Madison 
Cawthorn’s candidacy, charging that 
his participation in a rally prior to the 
Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol 
amounted to him engaging in 
insurrection and, therefore, 
disqualified him from holding office. 
Read more details in the Associated 
Press story “North Carolina voters 
dispute Cawthorn candidacy over 
Jan. 6” at apnews.com. 

Voting Rights By the Numbers

For more information, visit lwvil.org/ftpa.

Number of voting rights bills currently under 
consideration in the Senate (the Freedom to Vote Act and 
the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act)

Senators, plus a tie-breaking vote from the vice 
president, needed to pass voting legislation by a 
simple majority

Votes in the Senate currently required to end debate on a 
bill and bring it up for a vote, therefore overcoming a 
filibuster

Year the League of Women Voters started 
consistently calling for filibuster reform

Number of states that passed laws restricting access to 
voting between Jan. 1 and Dec. 7, 2021, according to the 
Brennan Center for Justice

Date in January when Sen. Chuck Schumer has 
said the Senate will debate voting rights legislation

Senators you can call right now to voice support for 
voting rights legislation and filibuster reform, Sen. Dick 
Durbin (202-224-2152, DC office; 312-353-4952, Chicago 
office) and Sen. Tammy Duckworth (202-224-2854, DC 
office; 312-886-3506, Chicago office)
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Upcoming Events
January 18  “Natural Gas in the Crosshairs,” Green Drinks Park Ridge Zoom 
meeting, 7 p.m. Watch here.   

January 24  Student Leadership Brainstorming Session, Zoom meeting, 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. See lwvpr.org/events for the Zoom link.   

January 27  Moderator Training for Candidate Forums, via Zoom, open to all 
Illinois League members, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Go here to register at least 24 
hours in advance. 

January 29  Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Brainstorming Session, Zoom 
meeting, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. See lwvpr.org/events for the Zoom link. 

February 12  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, Zoom meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Click here to join. 

March 30  First day to apply for a mail ballot for the June 28, 2022, 
Gubernatorial Primary Election. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m. 

June 13  Early voting starts for Gubernatorial Primary 

June 28  Election Day
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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