
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 2/7/2022

City Council Regular

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward,
Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail Wilkening, 3rd
Ward, Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles
Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward,
Marty Joyce, 7th Ward, Sal Raspanti, City
Clerk

Mark staff members that are present: Joe Gilmore, City Manager, City Attorney

Other staff present: Leisa Niemotka, Drew Awsumb

Media coverage? Not sure

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Several (11-19)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> February was proclaimed Park Ridge artist
Alfonso Iannelli month.
> History Preservation Commission has been
hard to staff. They will try to get more people
onto the 9-person commission, but if not, will
try to reduce the required number to 7 people.
their workload is not heavy.
> 2022 Memorial Day Parade - American
Legion who has been in charge of parade
requested that the city take more responsibility
for the parade. City is presently responsible
for 70% of parade. Council agreed Memorial
Day is a positive event for city and should
increase responsibility.



Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Because of the 2020 Census, a company
(GIS provider) examined and compared the
number of people in wards. If increase is more
than 10%, City needs to reexamine ward
maps. Deadline is August 22 to make changes
to ward map. Current status the greatest
variance is between Ward 1 and Ward 5.
Gilmore presented three scenarios, the 2nd
and 3rd would be the easiest. Melidosian said
that wards other than 1 and 5 are at a 7%
inequality and should be looked at as well. He
exchanged emails with Gilmore and three
residents. Maloney and Moran commented
that Melidosian's actions were politically
motivated. Harrington asked that the emails
be viewed by all City Council members and
Melidosian agreed. Council members will read
emails before making a decision on the three
scenarios. Most agreed to the simplest
solution which was between scenarios 2 and
3. Changing ward maps entails approval the
PNR committee, adding an amendment to the
ordinance, and filing with the County Clerk.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Cannabis dispensary opening on Higgins
Road was approved.
> Maloney attended the Sustainability
Committee meeting and one topic was
composting. He supported the idea that the
city support a composting service for Park
Ridge. About 80 households that privately use
composting service. If city uses franchise to
do composting, the cost will go down for
residents in the form of a discount for fees.
> The council did not approve the Special Use
for Ground Floor Office at 2 N. Northwest
Hwy.
> Council discussed return to in-person
meetings as soon as possible. They discussed
more spacing in the horseshoe and the four
reasons for participating remotely. In-person
meetings will begin next Monday, 2/14/22. If a
Council member wants to meet remotely, they



can inform the chair of their intent.

Time-sensitive topics

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions?

The changing of the ward maps in wards 1
and 5. There is a slight possibility of the
changing of all the ward maps.

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits) Meeting viewed remotely by observer.

Was the agenda followed as it was published? Yes

If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe
why:

Any other observations about the meeting?

There was controversy regarding Melidosian's
meetings with Gilmore and residents, but they
were civil towards each other.

What time did meeting adjourn? 9:52:00 PM


