
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 3/7/2022

City Council Regular

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward,
Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail Wilkening, 3rd
Ward, Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward, Rick
Biagi, 6th Ward, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward, Sal
Raspanti, City Clerk

Mark staff members that are present: Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, City Attorney

Other staff present: Drew Awsumb

Media coverage? Yes

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Many (20+)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> All Consent agenda items were approved.
All Zoning Board of Appeals items were
approved.
> Council to approve first reading of ordinance
granting a map amendment for property at 10
Higgins Road from R-2 residential district to
B-2 general commercial district. Other stores
down street are B-2. There was discussion
about the differences between B-1 and B-2
with B-1 allowing for residences to be built
above the business. Public comments given
that were against giving B-2 status. City
Council voted for amendment 4-2 with
Wilkening and Biagi voting against.



Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Council to approve first reading of ordinance
for an Adult Use Cannabis Dispensary (Bridge
City Collective) at 10 Higgins Road. P&Z
voted to approve dispensary 6-3 vote.
Deliveries will be on Newton Street using
unmarked van. Landscaping, drainage,
impervious surfaces will be done. Will have
same building footprint. Attorney and
customer service rep gave overview of project,
and that they have operated several
dispensaries around the country. Discussion
about traffic, hours, employee numbers, peak
hours. Public comments: 25+ people spoke
against project, 2 for the project, 3 for
changing traffic pattern. City Council voted 3-3
with Maloney making his for vote so ordinance
passes 4-3.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Finance and Budget - Council will designate
authority to do final review of Lexipol police
services contract to Ald. Biagi and city
attorney. Contract approved at COW.
Contingent on working on IP issues, city
manager and city attorney. G. Pennington
wrote public comment. Approved 5-1. Moran
voted no so as to reexamine use of force
options.
> Will change next meeting to be after District
64 and 207's spring break to April 4.
> Polar Bear Plunge was successful and
raised $110,000 from various sites.

Time-sensitive topics
Next City Council meeting was changed to
April 4, 2022

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions?

Possibly Lexipol contract regarding use of
force options and LWV member Pennington's
opposition to using Lexipol.

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits) Couldn't see officials

Was the agenda followed as it was published? No



If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe
why:

Changed Zoning Board of Appeals items to be
before the Planning and Zoning items
because they would go faster than the P&Z
items.

Any other observations about the meeting?

The residents in attendance were mostly
against the Cannabis Dispensary to be
located in their neighborhood.

What time did meeting adjourn? 11:00:00 PM


