
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 10/12/2021

City Council COW

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward,
Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward, Harmony
Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles Melidosian, 5th
Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward, Sal Raspanti, City
Clerk

Mark staff members that are present: Jeff Sorensen, Fire Chief

Other staff present:
Not sure if Joe Gilmore and Frank Kaminski
were present.

Media coverage? Yes

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Several (11-19)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

Alyssa Goldwasser of Action Ridge spoke on
the School Resource Officer (SRO) programs
report given at last month's meeting. She
asked that these SRO program be looked at
more closely at the achievements of the
program.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

There were two parking ordinances that were
being discussed at this meeting. One was the
parking at the Touhy and Third streets
neighborhood and six residents and two
business owners talked about the conflicts
and parking problems in this area. Ald.
Melidosian said that this conflict has been
going on for some time and specifically
involves the 4 public parking spaces adjacent
to Vive and would like clarity on the parking
ordinance suggested. Mayor Maloney
suggested that council look into the matter



more closely and was tabled to be discussed
at the next meeting on November 15, 2021.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

Busse Highway Diet Parking Elimination -
Sarah, City Engineer, described the proposal
as Phase 1 stage of making bike lanes on
Busse from Touhy to city limits. They are
working through the IDOT approval process.
IDOT is working on a highway improvement
project that will involve the Oakton, Busse and
Dee and other intersections. The bike lanes
would remove 18 parking spaces total on both
sides of Busse between Parkwood and Potter.
IDOT says that the city cannot put in the bike
lanes unless the road will be widened at the
city's cost. For more info, look at the
document submitted in the agenda. Many
residents came up to voice their opposition to
the plan because they would be losing parking
spaces. Melissa Hulting spoke in favor of
bicycling not only for health reasons but for
transportation to/from work.

Time-sensitive topics

There is an opportunity for the city to write a
grant for a Main Street Grant Application from
the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity with a January
deadline, Project awards will range from
$250,000-$3,000,000. Discussion on plans
whether to make it pedestrian friendly with no
vehicle passing, or making Main Street with
one-way traffic and enlarged outdoor seating
space. There would be new streetlights, trees,
planter boxes, benches, trash cans, curb
replacement and street resurfacing. The city
would charge businesses in taxes for the
improved space. Several businesspeople
were not in favor of the extra taxes and cited
that the restaurant business suffered during
the pandemic and they put in a lot money into
the business and they pay more taxes (250%)
than other taxpayers. Most people like the
urban vibe of the outdoor dining areas. A
businessman from the next block down Main



spoke and said that their street could be
included in the plan. The discussion was
mostly conjecture because they haven't
applied for the grant as yet and winning the
grant is not guaranteed.

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions?
I think the SRO report of last month's meeting
would impact the League's gun control stance.

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits) I watched online.

Was the agenda followed as it was published? Yes

If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe
why:

Not having seen this kind of meeting in the
past, there were some (maybe minor) items
on the agenda that weren't addressed like
"Complementary Notes" and "Red Speed
Monthly Report."

Any other observations about the meeting?

Alderpeople were cordial and after each
agenda item, the public were allowed to give
their opinions.

What time did meeting adjourn? 9:48:00 PM


