
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 12/6/2021

City Council Regular

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward,
Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail Wilkening, 3rd
Ward, Charles Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick
Biagi, 6th Ward, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward

Mark staff members that are present: Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, City Attorney

Other staff present: Not sure, viewed video of meeting

Media coverage? Not sure

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Several (11-19)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes



Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

- Approved appointments of Karen Grunschel
to October 31, 2023, Justin Dumcum and
Alexander Jasinowski to October 31, 2024.
and Christopher Wolf to Youth Services
Commission for partial term expiring June 30,
2022. Mayor Maloney invited people to serve
on several committees - applications accepted
- see them on city’s website. All people were
approved. Moran said applications for
Planning and Zoning, and others are being
accepted.
- There is a vacancy on the Planning & Zoning
board. Discussion of comprehensive plan will
be in March.
- A $500 fine for the Park Ridge Country Club
and vendor for an unauthorized fireworks
display.
- Park Ridge Rotary Club will be featured on
next year's vehicle sticker as they're
celebrating their 60th anniversary.
- Collective bargaining agreement with
Firefighters union was moved to end of
meeting and will be voted on after closed
meeting. Union contract is online. I viewed the
video of the meeting and the vote was not
included.
- Ward redistricting - GIS provider examining
census information to see if certain wards
need to be changed. PR has until September
2022 to notify the county. They can determine
if wards need to be changed and will have this
as an agenda in January and make changes if
necessary.



Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

Public Comments - 1) One spoke on how the
repaving of the Library parking lot impacted
nearby businesses and was negative about
the chosen color of the pavers, 2) One spoke
on how there should be an easement to the
property of the Prospect St. businesses, and
wanted city to comment on them if they exist,
3) Spoke on the thefts of catalytic converters
in the city. (Kaminsky commented later in
meeting that thefts were usually for Honda
and Toyota owners and that they should store
car in garages, put up motion-sensor lights or
install an anti-theft device. It is a nationwide
problem.)
- Discussion on having alderpeople serve as
liaisons to commissions and committees.
Wilkening said alderpeople would learn a lot
from these committees. Committees and
commissions need to know if the work they
are doing has authority. Maloney wanted to
table this discussion until he has a chance to
ask committees and commissions.
- O'Hare Commission - Kennedy runway now
opened resulting in mild reduction of noise.
- Planning and Zoning - Discussion of an
Ordinance Amending the Zoning Ordinance
Regarding the Regulation of Independent
Living Facilities (ZA-21-0003) Parking, height
standards in ground floor, etc. P&Z examined
ordinance. Citizens spoke on how developers
want a variance but actually want a rezoning.
Many citizens spoke how developers build
buildings that decrease the home values of
nearby homes. Four bullet points that P&Z
approved, but Council voted on and approved
three and sent the fourth back to P&Z to give it
one last look after the new year. Area is zoned
B-1



Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

- Public works. One item. Make motion on
having final reading on three parking permits.
Citizen spoke on the leasing of the parking
spaces on Third Street that benefit one
business - Vive Massage. Melidosian spoke -
had investigated the problem and said that a
lot of time has been spent on this issue.
Measured the parking spaces and they don’t
measure up to the code and there is no
handicapped spot. The business who
cemented over the parkway doesn’t make the
space favorable for the business to get it at a
discounted cost. Moran talked in favor of
ruling. 3-3 vote. Maloney can vote; votes on
ruling. Passes 4-3.
- Zoning Board of Appeals - #2 was approved.
#3 was approved. #4 was approved. #5 was
approved. #6 - citizens talked for storage even
the initial complainant. Was approved.

Time-sensitive topics

- Planning and Zoning - Because of the school
district implementing a full-day kindergarten,
five ordinances needed to be voted in one
motion. Construction will begin in March 2022
to be finished by the beginning of the school in
August.
- There was discussion about Field School
needing to reserve trailers to house the
classrooms that would be displaced by the
demolition and construction of new
classrooms. The Dist. 64 representative
explained that notification of the nearby
community would need to be made to let them
know that the trailers would be needed. In the
past, use of trailers have been negatively
received because of safety, appearance and
parking concerns. School board meetings
need to address the trailers soon and
notifications made soon or the reservation of
the trailers will be cancelled. The trailers are
temporary - from March 2022-June 2022 It
should be noted that contacting the neighbors



was expected of D64 by the City Council, but
not required by law, according to the lawyer.

.

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions? No

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits)
Couldn't see officials, I viewed the video of the
meeting.

Was the agenda followed as it was published? No

If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe
why:

Maloney wanted to move the collective
bargaining of firefighters union to end of
meeting and will be voted upon after the
closed session. I didn't see the vote on the
video. This was a long meeting and the open
meeting ended at 10:30 p.m. Not sure when
the closed session ended.

Any other observations about the meeting?

Mayor Maloney gave time for public
comments to be made before the Council
voted.

What time did meeting adjourn? 10:30:00 PM


