
 
 

Observer Report 

 

Month/Date/Year  3/22/2021 

City Council COW 

Member attendance:  

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward Alderman, Maureen Hartwig, 2nd 
Ward Alderman, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward Alderman, Robert Shubert, 4th Ward 
Alderman, Charlie Melidosian, 5th Ward Alderman, Marc Mazzuca, 6th Ward 
Alderman, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward Alderman 

Staff Attendance:  Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Finance: Staff - Andrea Lamburg 

Other staff present:  Jim Brown, Lisa (City of Park Ridge Manager Assistant) 

Media coverage? Not Sure 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Unknown 

Was the agenda 
posted in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for 
public comments? Yes 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Discussion Regarding Restaurant Voucher Mailing: 15, 102 vouchers were 
redeemed by residents (low turnout). $29,100 was reimbursed to the restaurants 
by the City and the City spent roughly +$1,000 in print materials. SO MUCH 
MORE $ WAS ORIGINALLY BUDGETED FOR THIS EFFORT BUT THERE 
WAS NOT A LARGE RESPONSE FROM THE COMMUNITY ("Takeup" was 
lower than expected!). Staff mentioned the $ leftover from this effort could be 
returned to the Council to decide how the $ would be spent the remainder of this 
year. This was a "More than a Good Will" effort - feedback was very positive! 
From Thanksgiving through the end of the program. The sentiment was that the 
Chamber was under the impression it was a good program. There were issues 
with ensuring that the voucher was postal handled as accurately as possible. 
The City of Park Ridge could work to improve the process in the future. For 
example: multi unit households had a stack that was "left" for the residents and 
they were not distributed to the households as efficiently. For future: large multi 
unit homes could/should target MAILBOXES in the future as opposed to bulk 
mail that lands in the lobby. Decision was to bring in remaining $264,00 that 
wasn't used "back in" to the budget. Later Jim Brown described there were 
multiple staff members involved in the effort to get the voucher program out into 
the community. 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

1st Reading of Sustainability Commission Ordinance: Jim Brown - Adding 
Sustainability Commission to the list of Commissions. Then it is outlined - 9 
members on the commission. It will be appointed by the Mayor. 1st charter 
members would be staggered (1-2 years) so that they are not all leaving at the 
same time. One comment was needed to be clarified regarding "energy 



 
conservation"...result: it should be described simply as "energy" (which includes 
renewable energy + EV charging as well - this is a better category for describing 
sustainability) There was discussion about how important it is that the City of 
Park Ridge will "assist implementation" of the commission. Mazzucca asked: Is 
this a role the commissioners play as a recommending body or a check against 
the City Council? Jim Brown's reply was that the commission would make 
recommendations. Discussion: Compare/Research City Commissions that are 
appointed by Mayor vs not appointed by Mayor. Target date is 4.22 as a start 
date! Tim Milburn offered to help with recruitment and asked whether or not the 
press would be involved with outreach. Mazzucca + Melidosian clarified that the 
eventual stormwater utility fee /city staff responsibility should take priority over 
what this commission would need to/set out to accomplish.  
 
Discussion about whether or not the mission of the Sustainability Commission is 
too broad. Could be a problem years down the road. May eventually need 
tweaking.  
 
VOTE: unanimous 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Utility late fee/water shut off COVID/LATE FEE WAIVER program will end June 
2021. First notification will be 3.31 + 4.30 then 2nd notification will be in MAY. 
Late fees will begin in June. Consensus was to move forward with this return to 
normal procedure. (Mazzucca was opposed to this decision but the vote was 6-
1.) 

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? 

Upon listening to rest of the meeting now on Day 2 I wanted to add something to 
the report in regards to the Comprehensive Plan which includes the topic of 
expansion of housing (which could connect to the LWV issue of affordable 
housing). There wasn't a formal presentation but there was an update from staff 
about the most recent discussions, some of them have been debated with staff 
and the commission members. The three decisions from P&Z were: 1) the plan 
will retain the existing single family character of the community while still 
expanding a range of housing options (older people can downsize, younger 
people can stay in town, not much discussion has happened YET about other 
living scenarios similar to what affordable housing would address). 2) the plan 
will encourage mixed use (where appropriate) and 3) the land use map will show 
areas for potential/future planning for housing. It is important to note that the City 
of Park Ridge removed the area that is around LGH from the land use map in 
the plan - there has been so much recent debate and discussion about this 
particular area in the community and the candidates currently running for 2nd 
ward Alderperson have also debated numerous times about it in forums and 
responses to questions from constituents.  

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits)  



 
Any other 
observations about 
the meeting? None 

 


