
 
 

Observer Report 

Month/Date/Year  4/5/2021 

City Council Regular 

Member attendance:  

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward Alderman, Maureen Hartwig, 2nd 
Ward Alderman, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward Alderman, Robert Shubert, 4th Ward 
Alderman, Charlie Melidosian, 5th Ward Alderman, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward 
Alderman, Alderman Mazzuca 

Staff Attendance:  Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Brigid Madden 

Other staff present:  Lisa, Adam Simon; Attorney, Jim Brown 

Media coverage? Not sure 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Unknown 

Was the agenda 
posted in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for 
public comments? Yes 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Local state of emergency- extension. Not controversial but of note: Alderman 
Mazzuca asked why City Council is continuing the state of emergency 
resolution, if the Mayor hasn't been exercising any authority granted within the 
resolution. The Mayor and the attorney commented that continued extension 
allows the Mayor to act more nimbly when things do continue to arise. Alderman 
Moran noted that council is discussing outdoor dining this evening and may well 
want to use emergency authority to continue helping restaurants. 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Topic of note- Discussion of Outdoor Dining during the Mayor’s update. Joe 
Gilmore summarized the actions taken by city council over the last year and 
presented staff recommendations for the summer season coming up, specific to 
each measure taken in the 2020 season. Recommendations were largely a 
repeat of measures taken last year. Council discussed staff recommendations, 
specific requests from businesses, and also had a broader conversation about 
outdoor dining measures in the context of the local emergency resolution as well 
as Covid & infrastructure grants that may be available in the next 1-2 years.  
Resident comments mainly featured thank-you's to the council.  
The timeline proposed by staff had outdoor dining up and running in early May 
through 10/31.  
Outcomes:  
1) City Council advised staff that they'd prefer Pazzi di Pizza apply for special 
use of the right turn because a permanent closure of the right turn lane from 
Prospect to NW Hwy was not in the community's best interest 
2) City Council advised staff that they'd prefer Sweet & Tart to apply for special 
use of the alley behind their space because a permanent closure of the alley 
was not a good option due to traffic flow and public safety 
3) City Council largely agreed with staff's recommendation to run outdoor dining 



 
from 5/1 - 10/31.  
4) City Council largely agreed to let staff use their discretion for setting a revised 
allowance for the # of nights with music/entertainment, a change from the 
current 6/year limit.  

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Topic of note- City Council unanimously approved the final reading of an 
ordinance to establish the Park Ridge Sustainability Commission 

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? 

3 citizens submitted written comments in advance, in opposition to increased 
affordable housing in the 2nd ward. No discussion or in-person comments were 
made.  

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits)  

Any other 
observations about the 
meeting? This meeting ran really late, until around 10 pm.  

 

 


