
 
 

Observer Report 

Month/Date/Year  5/17/2021 

City Council Regular 

Member attendance:  

Marty Maloney, Mayor, Sal Raspanti, City Clerk, John Moran, 1st Ward 
Alderman, Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward Alderman, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward 
Alderman, Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward Alderman, Charlie Melidosian, 5th 
Ward Alderman, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward Alderman, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward 
Alderman 

Staff Attendance:  
Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, Jeff Sorensen, Fire 
Chief 

Other staff present:  

Dan, City Attorney attending virtually. Alderman Moran attending virtually. 
Wayne & Sarah from Public Works + three other Public Works employees, 
Brigid Madden Deputy Clerk, L. Niemotka, 

Media coverage? Yes 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Few (1-5) 

Was the agenda 
posted in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for 
public comments? Yes 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics 

Given the new guidance on masking from the CDC, Mayor Maloney said he 
would revoke the local order requiring masks the next day, unless there was 
pushback and the Aldermen wanted to discuss. There was no discussion; the 
city will follow state guidelines.  
 
Mayor Maloney said Jennifer Johnson from the Tribune contacted him about the 
status of the comprehensive plan, which is in a holding pattern until staff is in 
place. 
 
Mayor Maloney asked for a motion to approve the appointed City Committee 
Chairs. He noted that the setup had changed from the email he sent earlier in 
the day: Public Works: Ald. Moran, Public Safety: Ald. Joyce, Procedures & 
Regulations: Ald. Harrington, Finance: Ald. Biagi, Intergovernmental Committee: 
Alderman Sanchez. 
 
Ald. Melidosian noted that in the past, the Mayor allowed Aldermen to 
individually seek nominations from the floor, deliberate as a body, and provide 
those recommendations to the Mayor for appointment. In this instance, the 
Mayor has provided a slate of candidates, and Ald. Melidosian wanted to know 
what led to the change. Mayor Maloney replied “the last 15 months which 
shaped my perspective that the way we’ve been doing it has not led to the best 
people in the best spots.”  
 



 
Ald. Harrington wanted to know the rationale for Aldermen serving as liaisons for 
the many City Commissions and Boards; this structure is unique to Park Ridge. 
She noted there has been increased discussion around the roles Aldermen do 
and don’t play to support the Commissions and Boards. Given that Aldermen 
aren’t supposed to give opinion or direct policy, she wanted to discuss if the 
liaison structure was the best use of the Alders time; perhaps it was a more 
appropriate role for City Staff. City Manager Gilmore noted there is a staff liaison 
for every city commission and board handling the administrative side of things.  
 
Ald. Melidosian asked the City Manager and City Attorney which positions (per 
city code) are specified to have liaisons. He believes there are only three: 
O’Hare Airport Commission: 4-10-3, Health Commission: 4-8-3, Youth 
Commission: 4-14-1. He noted the Appearance Commission may have a liaison 
appointment by the Mayor, but as a voting member. Historic Preservation may 
have one as well, but he believes it is limited to staff as a non-voting member. 
He suggested Council may want to table the appointment of liaisons until the 
City Attorney verified what the Mayor’s authority.  
 
Ald. Melidosian stated that per city code 4-9-2 (Board of Directors of Public 
Library) does not include an Aldermanic role. Ald. Melidosian said that over the 
past four years he’s invested over 500 hours in a role that municipal code 
doesn’t permit as a liaison unless appointed as a voting member. As all current 
Board positions have been filled by non-Aldermen, he recommends the Mayor 
appoint a staff member to take notes and inform the Council. They tabled this 
item (5–Appointments of Liaisons to Boards and Commissions) so the City 
Attorney could get more information. In the interim, there will be no liaisons. 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics 

City Clerk Raspanti reported that he moved into City Hall and met with the City 
Attorney and Deputy City Clerk to verify his responsibilities and expectations as 
City Clerk. He also met separately with the Deputy City Clerk to discuss the 
City’s website design. He had preliminary discussions with the City Manager 
and Jay from IT regarding Granicus capabilities the City isn’t currently using. He 
registered with the International Institute of the Municipal Clerks which will allow 
him to pursue the Certified Clerk’s Designation.  
 
City Clerk Raspanti noted the Illinois Attorney General website has been 
compromised, so he hasn’t been able to sign up for FOIA or OMA training. 
There is no ETA on when it will be repaired.  
 
Resident Joan Sandrick brought stats in support of her position that City Ward 
boundaries should be redrawn before the next municipal election. She stated 
that 238 dwelling units have been added to the Fifth Ward since 2008, and that 
doesn’t include the apartments next to Whole Foods nor the Chase apartments. 
The Fourth Ward has added 38, the Third Ward has added 12. Since 2000, the 
Second Ward has added about 160 dwelling units, The First Ward has added 
The Parker (not sure how many units). There have been a couple buildings 
added at Courtland & Talcott and Vine & Talcott. She wanted to know what 
steps will be taken and when to redraw the Ward boundaries. The Mayor said 
the City Attorney is researching the process.  
 
Alderman Joyce, the previous liaison to Planning & Zoning, gave a report. Given 
that the 820 Talcott apartment building case has received much attention, he 



 
wanted to let the public know that it’s been pushed to early June. As there has 
been an initiative to convert more of Main Street to an entertainment district, 
Council may want to consider how firm they are on that, as Planning & Zoning 
just reviewed a medical establishment for 36 Main Street, next door to the BBQ 
restaurant they just approved for a liquor license.  
 
Ald. Melidosian disclosed that he attended the Planning & Zoning meeting re: 
Talcott & Fairview. He stated that staff made statements during that meeting 
that were allegedly supported by legal counsel, and the public is concerned 
about them. Based on this, the petitioner has started the process to file an 
appeal. Ald Melidosian disclosed that he has been contacted regarding the 
appeal. 
 
Ald. Melidosian has received a number of complaints regarding the new LED 
light fixtures. He also stated that City Attorneys have made contradictory 
statements in writing regarding the parking on 3rd Street, angering the 
residents. He recommended the City document within the municipal code the 
specifics of parking on the parkway side of 3rd Street for the entire length of the 
block and send a communication to the residents and businesses on that block. 
He is forwarding the contradictory statements to the Public Works Chairman Ald. 
Moran, who will follow up. 
 
They adjourned to closed session at 8:20 pm for the purposes of the 
establishment of reserves or settlement of claims and for the purposes of 
discussing the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees. 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics Yes 

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? Yes. Affordable Housing and Redistricting. 

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits) Couldn't see officials 

Any other 
observations about the 
meeting? 

The podium provided for guests and the public is wide and tall; blocking 
members of the public from seeing all members of City Council around the 
horseshoe. 

  

 


