
 
 

Observer Report 

 

Month/Date/Year  5/23/2022 

City Council COW 

Mark City Council 
Members that are 
present: 

John Moran, 1st Ward, Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward, 
Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th 
Ward, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward, Sal Raspanti, City Clerk 

Mark staff members 
that are present: Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski, Police Chief 

Other staff present:  Finance Director, Chris Lipman 

Media coverage? Not sure 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Few (1-5) 

Was the agenda posted 
in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for public 
comments? Yes 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting Topic 

Finance Director Update: Shared a financial table and reported that staff 
decided to stay with a contract with JP Morgan Chase bc they offer a number 
of services to streamline services (they had gone out for a RFP). Wintrust had 
come in $9,000 less. Alderman Biagi asked further about these factors. There 
was conversation about the benefits for PR to work with Chase to go electronic 
in the future, change cost of transitioning the process.  
 
Admin Services: Recommended approval of $304,000 Andy Frain Services as 
crossing guards (outsourcing). AF was lowest, most responsible bidder. To 
begin in Aug of this year (1 year agreement). Police Dept would still oversee 
the project/responsibilities. 1,400 hours have been dedicated to overseeing 
crossing guard + admin duties (time keeping, background checks, physicals, 
costs etc) There are indirect costs to run the program which have been high 
(+$280,000).  
 
AF will be charging $20/hour (not sure how much employees are getting paid 
though). Current PR crossing guards would have the opportunity to transition 
to the Andy Frain company as long as they go through the AF training. 
Alderman Moran discussed the topic of how this crossing guard program has 
typically been a "cost share" with D64 and D207. Admin mentioned that this 
conversation of crossing guards should be had separate from cost share 
conversations to decide/approve. Historically, there have not been formal 
agreements with the school districts re: payment of the guards. Admin 
mentioned the school districts have not been engaged thus far as this has 



 
been and should be the city's operational cost for safety in the city. Admin 
mentioned this is NOT unique to the relationship btwn schools and 
municipalities in our areas.  

Topics of 
Note/Interesting Topic 

Procedures and Regulations: Conversation about Municipal Code of Park 
Ridge Regarding the Historic Preservation Commission (Participation + 
attendance re: quorum for the commission) Recommendation is to decrease 
from 9 to 7 members. There is a need to have Historic Preservation candidates 
(among other commissions as well).  
 
Resident, Joan Sandrik brought up during public comment the personal 
concern/recommendation about whether or not issues that come before council 
need a 2nd reading. To her, this change in the historic preservation code is 
considered an instance where it would be ideal to waive a second reading and 
"move on." Discussion continued about whether "waiving of 2nd reading" is 
minor vs inappropriate. Alderman Melidosian spoke up in regards to the 
importance of having the opportunity for a 2nd reading.  

Topics of 
Note/Interesting Topic 

Outdoor Dining Funds/Economic Development: Awsumb - Discussion of a 
future plan to procure a consultant for developing non restaurant and 
businesses districts outside of Uptown with the funds being collected. Working 
with the Chamber to determine priorities. Alderman Melidosian has some 
pause with dedicating the funds fully to the Chamber membership. Finance Dir 
mentioned that there will need to be an evaluation before dedicating the funds. 
Alderman Biagi is not in favor of spending $25,000 on a consultant to tell Park 
Ridge what residents already know. His belief is to spend $ on communications 
and targeted efforts for outside our community in order to get new people 
coming in to PR businesses. Staff will take the discussion into consideration as 
they continue to develop a plan to use the funds annually. 
 
Procedures and Regulation has introduced a regular, ongoing report to update 
the Council at Committee of the Whole (COW) meetings on project status 
updates for certain sites and properties within Park Ridge. 

Time-sensitive topics none 

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? None 

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits) No issues 

Was the agenda 
followed as it was 
published?  No 



 
If agenda was not 
followed as it was 
published, describe 
why: 

The Ohare Commission Update was not on the agenda, but was added at the 
end of the meeting. This update was requested by Alderman Joyce prior to this 
meeting to be rescheduled, but did not make the agenda.  

Any other observations 
about the meeting? none 

What time did meeting 
adjourn? 8:30:00 PM 

 


